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10 man away win a turning point?
Hailsham Town 2 – 4 Epsom & Ewell FC. Southern Combination League – Division One. Saturday 11th February.

Cast your mind back to the 19th of November. It was the day we made our last visit into Sussex when we made the journey to
Wick and came away with a 2-0 win. That was also the last time we won a match, so it’s pleasing to report that we now have
another positive result to our name after this 4-2 win at Hailsham Town.

What made the result even more impressive after this chaotic week at the club is that there were more new faces on show,
replacing others who had departed, including a new keeper in Toby McKimm. However, he was harshly sent off after just 27
minutes of his debut and the ten men, including emergency keeper Nick Wilson managed to produce the goods when we really
needed it.

http://www.scfl.org.uk/tables.php?comp_id=2

McKimm was not the only player making his debut this week as new signing from Raynes Park Vale Jaan Stanley played up front
and later on George Owusu from Sutton Common Rovers would come on to score on his first appearance.

We were missing Gideon Acheampong, Jamie Byatt and Johnny Akoto who were all advised as injured, while Josh Owen became
the latest player to leave the club. Also on the bench was the returning Alex Penfold; a decision which surprised me, but will have
annoyed other supporters, given his sending off and subsequent suspension and release from the club last season. I have always
found Alex to be a decent chap, but bearing in mind the tumultuous events of the previous match against Oakwood, his arrival just
in time for the next one could definitely have been timed better.

With Steve Springett coming in for the released Aaron Bogle, Kevin Moreno-Gomez retained his position at left back, while Wilson
played at right back for the first time, although of course, not for that long as it turned out and later on the spot would be filled by
another unlikely full back in Jaevon Dyer.

Another knock to our club history and traditions occurred when we took the field in our red third kit, seeing as our club colours
have been blue for 105 years, and on a pitch likened by one of our supporters to a crumpet, the ball took a number of odd hops
and bounces so it was clear that passing football was not going to be the order of the day. We would have to be a little more
direct. We had a little scare on the quarter hour mark when the home side sent the ball in from the right, but the striker failed to
make a decent contact and it drifted wide of McKimm’s goal. A Ryan Smith corner was headed on, but over the bar by Springett
at the near post before Ryley Tate picked up an early booking for a cynical trip on Athan Smith-Joseph with just eighteen minutes
on the clock.

Two minutes later we nearly went ahead in bizarre circumstances. The referee allowed a good advantage and Smith-Joseph
attacked down the left wing, with his low ball in being deflected onto the post by George Whitley and then out for a corner.
However, from the corner in the 21st minute we went ahead anyway after Smith’s corner was met by the giant Adeyemi and his
header landed at the feet of Stanley who simply laid it back for Ollie Thompson to poke the ball into the opposite corner from
around six yards out to register his first goal for our club.

Unfortunately celebrations were short lived as just four minutes later a harmless enough long ball led to a miscommunication
between Thompson and McKimm and under pressure from a Hailsham striker an arm struck the ball just outside the area, for
which McKimm would receive his marching orders a couple of minutes later. However, the view I was given by a number of
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people nearer the incident than I advised that the Hailsham player pushed Thompson into the ball where his arm then knocked
the ball. Either way, it appears that McKimm was harshly dealt with and Wilson then took over between the posts; a job I’m told
he had done before at Croydon in similar circumstances. Our defenders would protect him fairly well in this match, but he did
well when called upon.

The resultant free kick was deflected off our wall for a corner amidst some appeals for a penalty and the corner was then cleared
to Smith-Joseph, standing just inside his own half, from where he promptly ran fifty yards at goal from an angle down the right
wing and from about twelve yards out literally lashed the ball as hard as he could past Ed Cooper and into the roof of the net for
our second goal with 29 minutes on the clock. It was a fantastic strike and provided that little cushion a team needs when it is low
on confidence and down by a player. The game continued in a fairly stop start fashion until the break with the only notable item to
report being a yellow card awarded to our Manager in the 41st minute, presumably for something he said.

As the second half got going Adeyemi picked up an early yellow card for a handball, but the match settled into a pattern, with the
home side trying to break through, but not having much success. Wilson was forced into a decent save in the 67th minute from a
shot out on the right, with the rebound bouncing up a little too far for the incoming striker who couldn’t keep the shot down from
close range.

In the 73rd minute though, we saw another brilliant goal as Smith-Joseph fed Dyer on the overlap and his cross was met by a
stunning scissor volley from Adeyemi which flew into the roof of the net from fifteen yards to become the second Epsom player in
this match to register his first goal for the club and put us three – nil up.

And another would follow as Owusu forced in a great low Smith-Joseph cross six minutes later after only being on the field for
nine minutes. However, in between these strikes Hailsham had pulled a goal back through Tate after the ball reached him a few
yards out after Wilson and / or a defender had done well to keep the original threat out, with a little help from a post in the 77th
minute.

The final words went to the home side as Luca Bish, better known to younger supporters as a partner of footballer Michael
Owen’s daughter Gemma on TV’s Love Island in 2022, but this time he did manage to score! It was another decent strike from
just inside the area and gave Wilson no chance, although with the clock already showing the third minute of injury time, there was
to be no further fightback and the match ended in a 4-2 victory to maintain our perfect record at the Beaconsfield of four wins
from four visits dating back to 1993.

This result may just re-start our season on the field and may prove to be one of the most important results of the year when we
look back.

Epsom & Ewell: Toby McKimm, Nick Wilson, Kevin Moreno-Gomez, Ryan Smith (c), Steve Springett, Oliver Thompson, Jaevon
Dyer, Gavin Quintyne, Jaan Stanley, Thompson Adeyemi, Athan Smith-Joseph

Subs: Alex Penfold for Moreno-Gomez (51), George Owusu for Stanley (70), Musa Beegun for Adeyemi (81)


