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Joust in Lancing drawn

Montpelier Villa 0-0 Epsom & Ewell FC. Southern Combination League - Division One. Saturday 15th October 2022. Last
January, we witnessed a mad encounter at Culver Road, Lancing, West Sussex, that ended 5-4 to the home side. Fast forward
nine months and we witnessed a goalless draw instead as our hosts took everything that we could throw at them and held on for a
well-earned point that also ends our winning league match run at eight; a mark only beaten three times in the last seventy years,
and our joint seventh best run in club history.

We had some changes from our win over Hailsham seven days previously. Ricardo Fernandes started a two match suspension,
while from last week’s starting eleven Jaevon Dyer was ill, and Athan Smith-Joseph and Steve Springett were moved onto the
bench. Jubril “Jibs” Adamson, Josh Alder and Aaron Bogle took their places.

We nearly had a stunning start to the match with little more than five minutes on the clock when Ryan “Butch” Smith tried a shot
from nearly forty yards with the wind at his back and it just glanced the post just under the height of the crossbar. It would have
been quite an amazing opener.

I don’t know who won the toss of the coin but I have always maintained that it is better to go with the wind in the second half
because by the time you have got used to playing with it in the first period, you are often quite a long way through it. This was the
case here as through ball after through ball just ran out for a goal kick or straight to the keeper and it was disappointing that we
didn’t find a way to do something else with the ball while we had the advantage. As a result our best threats came from deliveries
from wider angles and from one of those, Nick Wilson’s free kick found Josh Owen at the far post, although his shot from an angle
was well saved by the home keeper after 19 minutes.

Josh Alder then saw a similar result when the ball was fed into him from the right wing and then just before half time Gideon
Acheampong put a good ball over to Owen who saw his shot well blocked by the keeper. And that was it! For almost 45 minutes of
possession and a strong wind behind us, these were the only moments of real threat. Clearly the wind was a factor, but we have
played at far more windy venues in the past and we should have adapted our plan earlier. Strangely enough, against the wind in
the second half, we appeared to do this less, just when it looked like that would be the best time to do it, as passes would have
held up more!

The Villa managed a long shot on target at the start of the second half but Kane Charles fielded it comfortably and we were back
on attack soon after. And Adamson fed the ball back to Gavin Quintyne, whose shot from the edge of the area was kept out but not
held by the keeper, although as Owen ran in for the loose ball he was flagged offside.

For all our attack, it is fair to argue that Montpelier Villa’s only real chance was probably the best one of the match. Brad Peters
lost the ball around the half way line and the striker moved in on goal before squaring it to their number nine, but he sliced his
shot well wide from inside the penalty area. In response Athan Smith-Joseph and Warren Colman came on, with the latter
particularly looking quite dangerous, but Alder’s shot was blocked again on the hour and then Smith thought he had been fouled
and said something to the referee who immediately sent him to the sin-bin, which reduced us to ten men from the 71st minute.

I've no idea what he said, but we have now had a few visits to the sin-bin in addition to four red cards and this indiscipline
threatens to hamper our league title hopes. Fortunately we were so much on top on this match, that the ten minute absence
passed quickly and without alarm. With only ten minutes of normal time remaining though, we were struggling to break through.
A punch clear from the keeper went as far as another sub in Springett, who tried to head the ball back from where it had come,
but was wide of the target.

As we approached the end of the ninety minutes the home side sent a free kick just over our bar, but the final moments and nearly
ten minutes of injury time were almost all played out around the Villa penalty area, and in the 99th minute Smith’s full blooded
strike from the edge of the area was superbly turned away by the keeper’s left hand, and another close range save from a header
moments later ensured it was not going to be our day. I'd like to advise their keeper’s name and give him proper credit, but the
opposition never even advised their line up and that was a pity, as the Villa side clearly belied their league position, defended
extremely well and deserve credit.

I've said all season that we have enormous strength in depth and if one person isn’t available then their replacement would be of
a similar standard, but we really missed our young striker Dyer in this match. It is clear to me that with him in the side, we have
more of a cutting edge and without him we failed to break down a committed and organised team. I'm sure our Management will
be well aware of this, as both Hailsham and East Preston before them appeared to play us with one eye on damage limitation too.
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It wasn’t due to a shortage of effort either. In fact, our full backs Acheampong and Zach Powell got forward more in this contest
than in any other match this season, so we definitely put the yardage in and also monopolised the ball for most of the ninety
minutes. We just found ourselves going sideways far too frequently and ultimately our failure to score came down to an inability
to adapt to the conditions better.

We will no doubt face a similar situation on Tuesday when we re-visit Forest Row in our next League match, but for now we must
still take heart from the fact that we remain top of the table and have dropped less points than any other team. We would have
taken that at this stage of the season had it been offered to us.

Epsom & Ewell: Kane Charles, Gideon Acheampong, Zach Powell, Ryan ‘Butch’ Smith, Brad Peters (c), Aaron Bogle, Nick Wilson,
Josh Owen, Josh Alder, Jubril “Jibs” Adamson, Gavin Quintyne

Subs: Athan Smith-Joseph for Adamson (61), Warren Colman for Owen (61), Eldi Baze for Alder (70), Steve Springett for Powell
(70)

Report Source: www.eefconline.co.uk
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