
Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 1
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

Inspirational Surrey Syrian awarded
Surrey Arts inclusion music teacher Raghad Haddad has won the Inspirational Music Leader Award at the Youth Music Awards
2022. Raghad received her award on 19 October in Troxy London in recognition of her work for Surrey Arts as a diverse leader of
refugee background, supporting vulnerable children in Surrey.

Raghad Haddad is a viola player from Yabroud, a small town in the mountains north of Damascus. Since being granted asylum in
the UK in 2018 she has performed at numerous charity events in London and Brighton and recently performed with Damon
Albarn, The Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra and The Orchestra of Syrian Musicians.

On behalf of Surrey Arts Raghad has worked on multiple projects supporting vulnerable children including SEND and refugee
children and has been the executive producer of a major international music project involving the United Nations and 120
participants from around the world.

After finding out she won the award, Raghad said: “I was speechless when they announced my name as the winner of the
Inspirational Music Leader at the Youth Music Award 2022 this week!

“It’s such an honour to have received this award and I’m so grateful to my colleagues at Surrey Arts for the support they have
given me since I arrived in the UK from Syria. 

“Thank you for giving me the opportunity, not only to rebuild my own life but also the privilege to help others affected by war,
poverty, climate change and discrimination. Sadly, the need to support displaced communities is not getting smaller and I look
forward to supporting more of your transformational projects in the months and years ahead.”

Kavyan Hajirostami also won the Young Leader Award for their work with Big Leaf. Big Leaf support Unaccompanied Asylum
Seeking Children (UASC) across Surrey and work closely with Surrey Arts on a range of music and arts projects. You can find
more information about Big Leaf here: https://www.bigleaffoundation.org.uk/
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