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4th May Surrey goes to the polls
6 April 2023

Election day in Surrey takes place on May 4 this year but because of the way the county is broken up, not every poll will
be the same. Surrey operates under a two-tier system, so there is a county-wide council that sits atop of 11 boroughs and
districts. On May 4 it’s the boroughs and districts that go to the polls.

But even the boroughs and districts are holding different types of election. Surrey Heath, Spelthorne, Epsom and Ewell,
and Guildford will have all out elections, where every councillor, in every ward will be decided on election day.  The same
process is also happening in Mole Valley and Waverley, although this is because of boundary changes.

In Mole Valley there will be 13 new wards, down from 21, represented by 39 seats rather than the previous 41. Waverley
too has undergone major changes and instead of returning 57 members there will now only be 50 councillors. The
remaining five boroughs and districts, Elmbridge, Tandridge, Runnymede, Reigate and Banstead, and Woking will be
going out in thirds.

This year will also be the first time people will be required to show photo ID to vote in person.

In previous elections, residents of Woking have taken part in the Government’s photo ID pilot tests. The law was changed
last year so that voters have to show photo ID before being issued a ballot paper in polling stations for general, local,
police and crime commissioner elections, or any future referendum.

Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!
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