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A goal conceded for every year not played
Epsom & Ewell FC 0-5 Camberley Town. Combined Counties League – Premier Division. Saturday 6th January.

Our first meeting with Camberley Town for five years ended in a dispiriting home defeat by five clear goals, which marked our
worst defeat of the season so far. Historians won’t be particularly surprised as we hadn’t won on this day in history since 1934,
but this was surprisingly poor, bearing in mind our stellar second half showing just seven days previously.

Despite many other matches being called off and the knowledge that our game would definitely be on, a hugely disappointing
crowd counted as 62, even though the official figure was advised as a rather ambitious 92, witnessed a very disappointing
performance against a Camberley Town team that belied their League position and looked likely to score whenever they went
forward, while we registered just two shots on target, with the visiting keeper Stuart Norman only having one serious save to
make, and that came in second half injury time!

We made three changes from last week’s win over Tooting & Mitcham United. Steve Springett was on dad duty and was unable to
take the field, while Nick Wilson and Reece Tierney returned to the line up after being unavailable and injured respectively. They
came in for the injured Ollie Thompson and also Nick Inwugwu who had to make do with a place on the bench, while Lewis
Pearch came in up front.

On a day when there were some very erratic officiating calls that left players confused and sometimes frustrated at times, it is
important to point out that this match wasn’t close enough to be affected by them, even though we looked quite good for the
opening ten minutes!

Unfortunately, the first time the visitors went into our half, their striker was brought down clumsily on the edge of the penalty
area and Regan Hitch delivered a free kick casually into the bottom far corner with our keeper Harvey Keogh either slow to get
down to it, or unsighted. This goal came in the tenth minute and the lead was extended just two minutes later as a right wing
cross was met with an unmarked looping header from Mason Taylor that gave Keogh no chance from twelve yards.

Things nearly got worse in the 14th minute when another break on the right from Stan Jones ended with a shot past Keogh that
crossed the line, but hit the diagonal stanchion supporting the post and came back out. We had a spell of incidents like this a few
years back at Chipstead, but fortunately, in each case the officials had awarded the goal to us. This time there was to be no such
decision in Camberley’s favour, much to the amazement of a number of their players and the score remained at 2-0.

Maybe it was to be our day after all. That bit of fortune should really have motivated us to fight back, but Epsom just weren’t at
the races and a third goal followed in the 26th minute. Maybe appropriately it was Jones who was the scorer after being “denied”
twelve minutes earlier, although his shot appeared to be scuffed and Keogh, expecting a more powerful shot, went down before
the ball got there and it crept into the net.

We desperately needed a way back into this match in quick time and Luke Miller produced a pinpoint cross for Pearch, but he
headed the ball over the bar from just six yards. What we didn’t realise at the time was that this would prove to be our best
chance of the match and the visitors were soon back on the attack with Keogh being well placed to make a good save from a close
range header. As we went into the third minute of injury time Tommy Williams played a decent one-two with a teammate, but the
shot with his weaker left foot was easily fielded by Norman.

Could we turn this around in the second half, as we had done just seven days previously? Well, frankly, no! We had only been
playing for a few minutes when an injury to Ayran Kugathas necessitated his replacement. We did put together a decent move,
starting with Jaan Stanley who found Miller who then set up Rory Edwards, whose shot went across goal, but was just out of
reach of the incoming Ethan Nelson-Roberts. Keogh was forced into another good save but in the 70th minute a good run from
Jones ended with a shot across goal where Brandon Vangrove was there to touch the ball in from close range for the fourth
Camberley goal. Things were looking really serious now and we made a triple substitution, but Keogh still had to make another
close range save to prevent the score going higher.

We had a half chance with quarter of an hour remaining when substitute Thompson Adeyemi had a try from just outside the
penalty area, only to see the ball hit the full face of the cross bar and rebound to safety, but in the 79th minute a corner was
headed in by the unmarked Tom Wensley at close range and we were 5-0 down. Keogh had to make another couple of saves, with
the latter of these coming out of the top drawer with a full stretch save of a shot that was heading for the top corner before
Norman actually had some work to do in the 92nd minute when he tipped over a Williams shot from twenty yards with the
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subsequent corner being headed over by Tierney, but to be honest, a goal wouldn’t have even counted as a consolation, such was
the standard of this performance.

You rarely get results this one-sided unless two things happen. Firstly, we didn’t play well, but secondly, Camberley did. With the
hugely impressive Jones on the field, we appeared to have no real answer and remain winless against the Krooners in nine
attempts dating back to 2014. To his credit our Manager Springett was brutally honest about the performance on social media
after the match and it is hoped that we can fight back, although we now do not have another League match for three weeks, so
there should be plenty of opportunity to try things out at training during that time. Either way, we need to improve or this
relegation battle will remain a concern for far longer than it really should do.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh (c), Tommy Williams, Ayran Kugathas, Rory Edwards, Reece Tierney, Nick Wilson, Luke Miller,
Tijani Eshilokun, Lewis Pearch, Jaan Stanley, Ethan Nelson-Roberts

Subs: Nick Inwugwu for Kugathas (50), Thompson Adeyemi for Stanley (65), Ade Batula for Pearch (77), Tino Carpene for Miller
(77), Jerry Antwi for Nelson-Roberts (77)


