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A hat-trick of wins for Epsom and Ewell FC
Tooting & Mitcham United 0-2 Epsom and Ewell FC. Combined Counties League – Premier Division South. Saturday 14th
September 2024.

After a horrible start to the season with five straight League defeats, it appears that we have now turned the tide as we recorded
our third win in a row, all of which have come without conceding a single goal. This 2-0 win at Tooting & Mitcham United’s
Imperial Fields was arguably the best all round performance under Warren Burton’s reign, as we nullified any home threat in the
opening half an hour before going on to take control of the remaining sixty minutes and leaving the mostly home crowd of 177
severely subdued by the final whistle.

As always, there are some good stats we can pull out of this fine victory. This was the first win for our club on this day since a 6-0
home London League win over Carshalton Athletic in 1938, and it was also our first ever away win on 14th September in our
history. Additionally, this was our fourth visit to play Tooting & Mitcham United since they left Sandy Lane and they have yet to
beat us there. Finally, the last time we recorded three straight League wins without conceding was in January 2020.

We made two changes to the line up from Saturday’s late win at Camberley Town with Callum Wilson being replaced by Stefan
Aiwone and Luke Taylor replacing the injured Axel Kodjo. For the home side, under the Management of former Salt Jamie Byatt
and Club Captain Alex Penfold, we came up against two other former Salts in the starting line-up in Mario Quiassaca and Toby
McKimm.

The opening exchanges were slightly in favour of the home side, but consisted mainly of long range efforts clearing our crossbar.
Toby Young blocked an early strike that looked like it was on target, but by and large our keeper Dan O’Donovan had very little to
do between the posts. We may have been nullifying the home attacks, but weren’t creating too much of our own to start with, but
that all changed just after the half hour mark when Ali Fofahan did well down the left before pulling the ball back to Carl Oblitey
whose powerful shot from twelve yards was kept out well by McKimm. This heralded the start of a good spell for us and Adam
Green cleverly set up Luke Miller down the left, where his pull back to Oblitey was also struck on target, although he was denied
by McKimm again.

A Green corner bounced off the top of the Tooting & Mitcham crossbar and away, and whilst the home side forced some corners
too, ours looked more dangerous. McKimm dropped a deep delivery at the feet of Aiwone, but was able to collect the loose ball
before our man had realised what was happening just behind him. Then Ethan Brazier got away on the overlap and his right wing
cross was met by the head of Oblitey who saw the ball tipped over the bar by McKimm. I don’t think the header was going in, but
it could have gone anywhere if it had struck the bar, which it looked like it might, so it was an important intervention by the home
keeper. Our opponents fashioned a couple of dangerous moves just before the break, but Kionte Gillfillian-Waul was there in time
to clear a ball in from the left before it would have been tapped in at the far post. Then a short corner and delivery to the near
post was headed just wide of O’Donovan’s right hand post, but it would have been harsh had we gone in trailing at half time,
which ended goalless.

We had completed the opening forty-five minutes in the ascendency, even though our failure to score in the first half has now
been extended to eleven matches; one short of our club record set in 1981/82. Still, the players had only been back on the field for
just ninety seconds when we broke through. Fofahan sent an aimless looking throw towards Oblitey, who was well marked, but he
out-jumped two defenders to head the ball back to Green. He then gave the ball back to Fofahan out on the touchline, from where
he ran at goal, beating a man on the way and then drilling a low shot just inside McKimm’s right hand post from the edge of the
area in the 47th minute.

O’Donovan had to make a fairly comfortable save from distance, but we were soon back on the attack and in the 57th minute we
extended our lead after one of our corners wasn’t properly cleared and the ball pinged around in the penalty area before striking
Fofahan and looping up kindly for Oblitey to nod the loose ball  past McKimm from just four yards to claim the goal his
performance deserved and to give us a decisive two goal cushion.

Although the scoring was finished for the day, we continued to press. On the hour Miller put Green through on the left, but
McKimm was out quickly to block his shot on goal with Taylor firing the rebound wide from just inside the area. Then Green
picked up what looked like a harsh yellow card, although it might have been for persistent fouls. From their subsequent free kick,
a deep delivery was headed back into the path of a striker, but from twelve yards he scuffed his shot and the grateful O’Donovan
was able to make the straightforward save.
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We should have scored a third goal after Gillfillian-Waul and Fofahan combined well on the left, with the delivery being side-
footed wide by Green from only eight yards before Fofahan intercepted a pass moments later and set up Oblitey who laid the ball
into the path of Miller whose powerful shot was directed straight at McKimm, who blocked it up and away.

The game started to get a little niggly and a couple of yellow cards were waved in the direction of frustrated home players for
lunges and their day was summed up around ten minutes from time with a shot on goal that was so high it cleared the stand roof.
If you’ve been to Imperial Fields, you’ll realise how high that is!

I’ve referred before to there being very few substitutions in recent matches, and again we went for over 80 minutes with the
starting eleven, but we made a couple in the closing minutes with both scorers being taken off in order and being replaced by
Ethan Nelson-Roberts and Sean Anderson respectively. Nelson- Roberts then sent over a left wing cross, but his delivery was just
ahead of Miller and he couldn’t keep the shot on target. In the final minute of injury time Anderson sent over a good deep cross
and Miller’s header was inches away, nestling in the side netting.

It didn’t matter though and after five minutes of injury time the whistle blew to confirm a very strong performance from our team.
There was more good news today as our former Manager Adrian Hill was present at the game and was able to confirm at the age
of 79 that his health is a lot better than it was a couple of years ago. He looked much stronger after going through some difficult
days, as indeed did our team!

Epsom & Ewell: Dan O’Donovan, Ethan Brazier, Kionte Gillfillian-Waul, Adam Green (c), Toby Young, Stefan Aiwone, Luke Miller,
Craig Dundas, Carl Oblitey, Luke Taylor, Ali Fofahan

Subs: Ethan Nelson-Roberts for Fofahan (84), Sean Anderson for Oblitey (87)
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