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After 12 wins in a run Sutton & Epsom fall at the
thirteenth

23 December 2024

Old Reigatian 21 Sutton & Epsom RFC 15. Saturday 21st December.

Midweek illnesses, at one stage, threatened to derail Sutton selection for the last league game in 2024. Ultimately the
usual array of injuries, concussion protocols and Saturnalian celebrations led to only four changes from the squad that
tamed Beckenham. In September the two sides thrilled Rugby Lane with Old Reigatian holding on to win 48-43. Since that
day OR have only enjoyed two more wins and even more remarkably S&E have not indulged in the frippery of a solitary
further bonus point. Entering Round 13 after six wins on the spin would it be ‘Seventh Heaven’ or ‘A Game Too Far’ for
the Black & Whites? In another enthralling and entertaining encounter the hosts triumphed 21-15 completing the season
double over Sutton.

Despite the recent meteorological travails the pitch was in pristine condition and full credit to all those people who work
tirelessly to make Geoffrey Knight Fields such an excellent venue. Though pleasantly moist under foot, rather than muddy,
there was a strong diagonal wind and the ominous prospect of impending rain. Almost at once the wind, favouring the
hosts, demonstrated its venomous teeth by sweeping a Reigatian kick comfortably beyond the playing parameters and
play resumed with a Sutton scrum in the hosts’ half. Sutton opened their account after five minutes. A powerful scrum on
halfway was followed by a Bibby break and a Rea run. Fleet-footed fly-half Freddy Bunting looped around and received
the ball to dash into the corner. The captain, making light of the elements, added the conversion to his try for a 7-0
advantage.

From the restart the visitors were on the attack again with Ben Tame carrying out of the 22 to link with Josh Rea who fed
Dan Jones who kicked ahead. Sutton stole the line out and were awarded a penalty. Freddy Bunting opted for the three
points and extended the lead to 10-0. Perhaps Old Reigatian feeling the pressure of having the wind started to run from
everywhere rather than exploiting the conditions with the boot. Errors mounted and Sutton were in the ascendancy and
pressing for another try. Gareth O’Brien’s angled run was met by a fabulous try-saving tackle on the quarter hour. At the
end of the first quarter the fluent play from the Rugby Lane team was rewarded. The referee played advantage and the
ball was flung out to the right touchline. Angus Findlay did well to take the high pass and then excelled himself with a
perfect inside pass to Rob Hegarty who dived into the corner. Their followed a moment or three of confusion. Freddy
Bunting’s effort from the extremities split the jury if not the uprights. One flag was raised, the other remained
disinterested and the scoreboard indicated 15-0. Then it became 17-0 before finally resting with 15 points to Sutton &
Epsom.

Sutton’s play in the first quarter bore all the hallmarks of a side buoyed by their winning streak and confident in their
method. The visitors then gave the hosts a foothold in the match. S&E overthrew their lineout ball 10 metres from their
line. Jude McRobbie accepted the festive offering and had the awareness to exploit the situation and strode home for the
try. Tom Baldwin navigated the wind with aplomb to see the home XV trail 7-15. This was followed by a frenetic period of
play. The reinvigorated Reigatian team launched an ominous attack only to be undone by an Adam Bibby interception. The
centre was hauled down 35 metres out and the ball was run back with an impressive counter until it was turned over and
returned with interest. It was breathless stuff for players and spectators alike. Despite the best endeavours of all
concerned the half ended with no further additions, or reductions, to the scoreboard. Sutton, who had dominated the early
exchanges, led 15-7 but Reigatian were right back in the contest as the sides retired to the warmth of the dressing rooms
to contemplate their strategy for the second period.

Old Reigatian began the second half in splendid fashion creating two chances in as many minutes. The first was thwarted
by an errant pass and the second by an interception. Sutton threatened to score with a wonderful 60-metre burst by Adam
Bibby but he failed to connect with the lone support of Matt Symonds. OR stepped up the pressure and were aided by a
flurry of S&E indiscretions that did not go unmissed by Mr Stewart. Following considerable pressure and multiple
advantages Old Reigatian deservedly scored. With the addition of the Baldwin conversion the Black & Whites lead had
shrunk to a single point as they held a 15-14 advantage. In addition to his exemplary place-kicking Tom Baldwin was
becoming increasingly influential with ball in hand as he exploited the extra time and space he was finding with numerous
jinking breaks that had Sutton scrambling in retreat.

Driving drizzle descended for the last half hour as conditions for players and spectators deteriorated rapidly. Scrum-half
Ali Webb made a fine break as the hosts started to dominate proceedings. As the game entered the final quarter Sutton &
Epsom received an additional burden when Mr Stewart correctly issued a yellow card to Dan Jones to reduce the visitors
to 14 men when the flanker failed to avoid the airborne catcher. At once slick handling and ruthless efficiency saw winger
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Jonny Bridges cross the whitewash for his side’s third try. Baldwin maintained his 100% record and the Geoffrey Knight
Fields’ fans rose as one to celebrate the 21-15 lead. The fifteen-point deficit was now a distant memory.

However, this was familiar territory for the Black & Whites who have become remarkably proficient in coming out on top
in close encounters of the rugby kind. They looked poised to score through their pack as they advanced to the line only to
concede a penalty. In the blink of an eye the visitors were back in their 22 and grateful that skipper Reilly Franklin-Talbot
dropped the ball so denying his side the chance to increase their lead. Sutton’s scrambling defence was being tested to
the limits. As usual Steve Munford was to the fore but perhaps the best tackle came from Angus Findlay swooping off his
wing to thwart another opportunity. With five minutes left the visiting forwards looked like they were going to add a third
try. Once more they were denied by the whistle. This time the Rugby Lane team could not edge out their opponent at the
death. Old Reigatian held on for a 21-15 victory. It was a well-deserved success as Old Reigatian had created more
opportunities and played the more eye-catching rugby in the second half.

Sutton & Epsom

O’Brien, Symonds, Rea, Bibby, Findlay, Bunting ©, Munford, Johnson, Lennie, Boaden, Glanville, McTaggart, Tame, Jones
& Hegarty.

Replacements: Mount, Davies & Hilton.

Old Reigatian:

Woodford, Briggs, Allen, Baldwin, Parker, Holder, Webb, Marshall, Nestor, Lee, Grant, Franklin-Talbot ©, McRobbie,
Goodwin & Travers.

Replacements: Garrec, Cox & Overtoom.

Photo credit Robin Kennedy
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