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Ashtead school opens hearts to child refugees

Christmas cheer filled the halls of City of London Freeman’s School (CLFS) as over 90 guests, pupils, staff, and friends from the
Refugee Buddy Club gathered for a heartwarming Seasonal Celebration dinner. The event, held in partnership with the Epsom &
Ewell Refugee Network, celebrated friendship and marked the spirit of the festive season.

This joyful evening also highlighted the success of the Refugee Buddy Club, which has been running at CLFS for two years. The
club provides an invaluable space for refugee children and their families, offering not only practical support but also vital
friendship and connection. Students at CLFS are paired with refugee children as “buddies,” helping them with homework,
fostering confidence, and most importantly, creating genuine bonds.

“Many refugee children face challenges making friends at school and often experience isolation and bullying,” said Jo Sherring of
Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network. “The Buddy Club is a safe and welcoming environment where these young people can form
meaningful relationships with peers who are eager to support them. The impact is profound.”

The Refugee Buddy Club also runs English classes for parents, making it a family-centered initiative. Transportation is provided to
ensure all families can attend, reflecting the school’s deep commitment to inclusivity. The programme supports families from
Afghanistan, Ukraine, Syria, and other conflict-affected countries.

The Seasonal Celebration dinner was a true testament to the power of community, showcasing how collective efforts can
transform lives. The Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network expressed their gratitude to CLFS for their unwavering dedication to
fostering hope and friendship among refugee families.
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