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Asylum hotel tension mounts in Surrey

The leader of Spelthorne Borough Council has again written to the Home Office, demanding the government to abandon
controversial plans to use Stanwell Hotel exclusively for single male asylum seekers.

The Home Office announced on August 1 it was temporarily pausing the scheme. But it has not been abandoned.

In her second letter on the matter, this time addressed to the Minister of State for Border Security and Asylum, Cllr Joanne
Sexton warned the Home Office there could be “further escalation within the community” if this “urgent and significant” issue is
not seen to.

She wrote: “I am writing to you to register heightened community concern over the potential consequences of the proposed
changes and the impact they will have on Stanwell Village.”

The renewed letter comes just days after hundreds of people protested outside the hotel near Heathrow Airport. Dozens of signs
were held stating ‘Just say no’ and people were chanting outside the hotel.

So far two people have been arrested during the protests, one on suspicion of attempted arson and another on suspicion of
“conspiracy to commit violent disorder and aggravated trespass”.

Councillors and Spelthorne MP Lincoln Jopp have also expressed disappointment at the situation, urging the Home Office to listen
to the community.

The Home Office have since paused the plans but Clir Sexton has urged for a meeting to be arranged with herself and the Labour
Group Leader, Cllr Jon Button, in whose ward the hotel is located.

In her first letter on July 25, Cllr Sexton had warned the Home Office has caused “alarm” in the community and is completely
inappropriate for the area.

She said the decision would undo months of successful integration and was made without any proper consultation with the
council or residents.

A Home Office spokesperson said: “The government is reducing expensive hotel use as part of a complete overhaul of the asylum
system.

“From over 400 asylum hotels open in summer 2023, costing almost £9m a day, there are now less than 210, and we want them
all closed by the end of this Parliament.

“We will continue to work closely with community partners across the country, and discuss any concerns they have, as we look to
fix this broken system together. The security of the local communities within which hotels are located will always be our
paramount concern.”

Image: Stanwell Hotel protest on July 31. (Credit: Sam Jennings/ Facebook) Permission for use.
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