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Dorking Halls to shut again for restoration?
20 September 2025

One of Surrey’s “largest and most comprehensive arts and performance” spaces could shut its doors again if the next
phase of its near £10m revamp is approved. Dorking Halls closed last year as Mole Valley District Council agreed to fund
£6.1m in “sorely needed” repairs and refurbishments to avoid safety risks and any unscheduled problems. It later became
clear the original scope and scale of the issues had been underestimated and that work would take longer and cost more
than first forecast. This has been made worse by rises in material prices and market rates over the past year, the council
said. Hoped-for grant funding through the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme has also stopped being available.

Mole Valley District Council is now seeking an extra £3.34m of upgrade works to replace outdated air handling units and
chillers, cut annual carbon emissions by 75 tonnes with solar panels and heat recovery systems, as well as upgrading the
Grand Hall to modern safety and performance standards. Councillor Nick Wright, cabinet member for leisure and tourism,
said: “Dorking Halls is arguably the largest and most comprehensive arts and performance venue in eastern Surrey. It is
central to our community and is key to the local economy. Dorking Halls plays a vital cultural role in the district, with a
busy programme of shows, concerts and films, as well as hosting youth theatre, school productions, live screenings, and
community events. It also provides employment opportunities, particularly for young people entering the hospitality
sector.  This  investment  will  ensure  the  Halls  continue  to  serve  residents  and  visitors  with  high-quality  cultural
experiences for many years to come, while also helping MVDC to meet its carbon reduction goals.”

The Mole Valley’s cabinet is expected to agree to the additional funding when it meets on September 23 ahead of formal
sign off at the following month’s full council. The proposed works will be scheduled to minimise disruption, with the venue
expected to close temporarily in 2026 from mid-April to early December. The halls last closed over the summer last year
as the council addressed making its ceiling safe after a critical failure risk was identified. Had no work been done there
was the potential the Grand Hall’s fibrous plaster could become unstable – forcing its closure at short or no notice. Any
collapse, regardless of whether the public were in attendance, would likely have led to a fine.

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Dorking Halls Grand Hall (Image MVDC)

Related reports:

Dorking Halls to reopen after upgrade

Dorking Halls to get refit

Dorking refurb: “it’s behind you”!

Dorking to slow down?
20 September 2025

Plans to cut speed limits in Dorking town centre to 20mph are being considered. Surrey County Council is looking at
cutting speeds along the A25 Reigate Road, West Street, South Street, Vincent Lane and surrounding roads – and carrying
out a resident survey until October 13 to gather views.

It comes after the county council introduced limits across Surrey in 2024.  This proposal is being funded through Surrey’s
Integrated Transport Schemes – with  a countywide budget of £2.8 million.

Before the council can introduce changes it advertises its intentions to give people the opportunity to tell us what they
think about them. The council is then obliged to consider any feedback  before making a final decision whether to still go
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ahead, with or without any changes. If there is enough support for the scheme it is anticipated to come into force early
next year.

Surrey County Councillor Hazel Watson (Liberal Democrat: Dorking Hills) said lower speed limits give drivers more time
to react, reduce the severity of any collisions, and makes the roads safer for vulnerable users. She said: “There will be
some additional 20mph signs, but mostly the existing 30mph signs will be replaced.”

She added: “She added, “Road safety is a very high priority for Surrey residents and this lower, appropriate, speed limit
proposal for Dorking Town has been requested by many residents for a long time. It builds on the very successful
introduction of lower, appropriate, 20mph or 30mph speed limits which have been introduced on many of the rural lanes
and through the village centres across the Dorking Hills over the last few years.”

 “It  is  important  that  every  resident  who  has  an  opinion  on  this  proposal  registers  their  comments
at  https://dorking-20mph-scheme.commonplace.is/  so  that  their  views  can  be  taken  into  account.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Dorking Town Centre Streets (image MVDC)

Surrey’s education failings cost £1 million
20 September 2025

Surrey County Council’s failings have cost the authority more than £1m in fines and redress payments over the past two
years – the vast majority within its education services, newly published figures show.

In 2020/22, the council paid out £104,630, followed by a small decline in 21/22 to £92,698. That leapt to £258,730 in
22/23 and hit a peak of £540,611 last year before falling back this year to £480,797. The majority of its recent payouts, 93
per cent, were connected to delays or failures in its Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) process, including delays in
issuing EHCPs, missed or incomplete provision outlined in plans, or breaches of statutory timeframes for assessments and
reviews.

Payments typically fall into two groups: fault in service provision, such as delays in EHC needs assessments, calculated at
about £100 per month – and symbolic financial remedies for the distress, frustration, and uncertainty caused by its
failures. About 74 per cent of the payments this year related to issues with its Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
service.

Previous cases have included a Surrey teenager who lost almost a year of school due to council staff shortages, and there
have been parent-led protests outside the council’s headquarters calling for better provision for children. The county
council has previously stated that part of its long-running special educational needs problems had been the backlog of
cases, made worse due to lack of staff, as well as the national shortage of trained educational psychologists.

The  county  council  said  it  will  focus  on  quicker,  more  empathetic  complaint  handling,  issue  new  guidance  and
investigation templates to staff and carry out a ‘deep-dive’ review of issues impacting SEND.

Councillor Jonathan Hulley, cabinet member for children, families and lifelong learning, said: “We continue to work hard
to reduce spend on fines, which we know is higher than it should be. However, the Government has recognised that SEND
is a  broken national  system in urgent  need of  funding and reform. Since 2018,  Surrey’s  SEND service has made
significant improvement against a hugely challenging national picture and an unprecedented increase in demand.

“Our longstanding dedication to and extensive investment in this issue has resulted in considerable progress, with the
volume of complaints about education services down 12.1 per cent from the previous year. We also recognise that delays
in issuing EHCPs have historically contributed to missed provision and subsequent fines, however considerable progress
has been made in this area.

“Our average EHCP timeliness in Surrey across the 2025 calendar year to date is 91 per cent, well above the national
average of 46.4 per cent. We have invested heavily in SEND and in July our Cabinet approved a further £4.9m to expand
and restructure the service, including an increase to the team directly supporting families through the needs assessment
and EHCP process from 81 to 141.

“This will reduce the number of families each staff member is supporting, and in turn create capacity for staff to work
more closely and more responsively with children and young people, families, schools and settings. Over time we expect
these improvements to have an impact on the number of Local Government Ombudsman complaints. It is our absolute
priority to ensure every child with additional needs and disabilities in Surrey receives the support that they need.”

New Surrey County Council HQ, Woodhatch Place on Cockshot Hill, Reigate. Credit Surrey County Council
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No Place Like Home – Until Surrey Sells It
20 September 2025

Families have been left worried sick and children devastated after Surrey County Council decided to sell their homes “to
ensure best value” in the “disposal of public assets”.

Residents say the council  is putting profit  before people as it  seeks to cash in on their homes through its private
company—insisting upon selling them as vacant possessions and giving them until July to move out.

They claim the council is refusing to consider offers from the families who have built their lives there and instead told
them they must leave so the properties can be placed on the open market.

One family has lived in Norbury Park, Mickleham, since 2003 under a long-term lease when it was owned by Surrey
Wildlife Trust, prior to being taken over by the county council’s private company, Halsey Garton Residential Ltd (HGR). In
that time, the family invested significantly in repairs and improvements, believing their tenancy was secure. They say they
even made an offer to buy the property, but it was rejected, with Surrey insisting the house must be vacated first.

Helen Wood, who lives in one of the Norbury Park homes said she the council-created company took on the properties
from the Surrey Wildlife Trust in 2022.     Families have been left worried sick and children ‘devastated’ …”

Mrs Wood said: “Our children are devastated at the thought of losing the house, their home. My 12-year-old has asked
why this is happening, and we have tried to explain it to him, but even he says it makes no sense—they want to sell and
we want to buy. We can’t move on with our lives or plan anything and are just stuck in limbo. It is pretty hellish and worse
than that, it just seems really unfair and nonsensical.”

She added: “We saw other neighbours were being evicted and had to force a meeting to find out our own situation.
Ridiculously, we can’t buy it. I’m a fit and healthy 54-year-old with two kids but I’ve ended up on blood pressure tablets.
I’ve never had an issue and now I’ll be on them for the rest of my life. It’s horrendous. All I’m doing is thinking we’re
another day nearer, and another week nearer, another month nearer, to losing our home. We can’t buy in the area. We’ll
lose our workshop and my husband will lose his job. I’m just trying not to think about it as it just makes us anxious.”

The families are asking Surrey County Council to allow an independent valuation of the homes and to be given first refusal
to purchase and remain in the properties.

Charles Maxlow-Tomlinson, managing director of Halsey Garton Residential Ltd—a company registered at Surrey County
Council’s headquarters and specialising in the letting and operating of owned or leased real estate—responded: “Surrey
County Council is the freeholder of various properties which are managed by Halsey Garton Residential Ltd under a
strategy approved by SCC’s Strategic Investment Board. HGR is a subsidiary of the council and has a long leasehold
interest in the properties. HGR was established to help generate commercial returns, providing an alternative revenue
stream that supports the Council’s broader financial resilience.

“HGR remains deeply committed to responsible and balanced property management. We have been actively engaging
with tenants to listen to their concerns regarding the proposed sale of properties and lease arrangements. We understand
how unsettling this situation can be for families and, where appropriate, we have offered new lease terms with more
tenant-friendly conditions, extending occupancy until June 2026.

“We fully acknowledge the personal impact this may have on individual tenants. While HGR and SCC are not housing
authorities and do not retain residential properties for long-term housing provision, we are committed to treating all
tenants with dignity and respect throughout this process. Tenants have been informed of the proposed sales, and we want
to  clarify  that  there are  no current  eviction notices  for  the properties  in  Norbury Park.  To ensure openness  and
transparency, when properties are placed on the open market for sale, anybody can make an offer to purchase, and the
most proceedable offer will be accepted.”

Councillor Natalie Bramhall, cabinet member for property, infrastructure and waste, said: “Surrey County Council has a
statutory duty to ensure best value in the use and disposal of public assets. In fulfilling this responsibility, and to maintain
transparency and fairness, the council and its subsidiaries have followed a consistent approach over the past five years:
selling its properties on the open market with vacant possession. This ensures that we can secure the best possible return,
which is vital for delivering essential public services to the wider community.
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Helen and Grant Wood together with their dog (Image Helen Wood)

Surrey care home concerns
20 September 2025

The death of a 76-year-old man, who was found on the floor with fractured ribs, has led to concerns over safety of the
remaining residents at a Surrey care home. Staff at Eastcroft Nursing Home in Woodmansterne Lane, Banstead, were
notified that Stephen Lawrence had fallen on December 21, 2022, after his alarm was triggered. He had sustained
multiple rib fractures but despite his complaints about abdominal pain and discomfort, was not admitted to St Helier
hospital until Christmas Day. That was his only recorded incident at the home despite hospital scans later revealing older
fractures, including to the spine, ribs and sternum.

Despite treatment, his condition did not improve and Stephen died on January 5, 2023. An inquest into his death was
opened on February 16, 2023. It resumed on June 9, 2025, and concluded on June 13, 2025 with the court commenting on
the delay between his fall and admission to hospital. It found the nursing home, which the Care Quality Commission
judged as requiring improvement in 2023, was unable to explain how he had sustained the numerous old fractures which
had all remained undiagnosed until his admission to hospital. It also found there to be deficient records on Mr Lawrence’s
condition after his fall.

The court also expressed concerns that Eastcroft Nursing Home’s manager provided conflicting accounts over attempts to
seek medical attention for Mr Lawrence after his fall – and for suggesting his rib fractures were sustained after he had
been transferred to hospital. Coroner Anna Crawford said: “Mr Lawrence sustained significant unexplained injuries whilst
he was a resident at Eastcroft Nursing Home. Nursing Home records were deficient in their recording of key events
following his  unwitnessed fall  on  December  21 2022.  There  was  a  delay  in  seeking medical  advice  following the
unwitnessed fall on December 21 2022. The Nursing Home manager provided conflicting evidence about efforts to obtain
medical advice and did not accept that the acute fractures leading to Mr Lawrence’s death occurred whilst he was at the
nursing home. In view of all of the above, (I am) concerned that there is an ongoing risk to current residents.”

Eastcroft Nursing Home, which declined to comment at this stage, are under duty to respond to the prevention of future
deaths report within 56 days. The coroner said: “Your response must contain details of action taken or proposed to be
taken, setting out the timetable for such action. Otherwise you must explain why no action is proposed.”

Eastcroft Nursing Home in Banstead (Google)

Guildford Council’s  CEO’s  salary  touches the UK
Prime Minister’s
20 September 2025

Guildford and Waverley Borough Council’s chief executive’s new salary will be £169,950 after a three per cent pay rise
was agreed – despite the likelihood the two councils will soon be dissolved as part of local government reorganisation.

[The annual salary for a UK Prime Minister is £172,153, which includes £80,807 for the role of Prime Minister and an
additional £91,346 for being an MP.]

Pedro Wrobel was appointed as the new joint chief executive in 2024, having previously been Westminster City Council’s
executive director for innovation and change. He replaced former boss Tom Horwood, who said he was standing down
from the then £150,000 job due to health concerns.

Other options that had been on the table at the Thursday, July 31 Guildford and Waverley Joint Senior Staff Committee
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included a 3.2 per cent bump, welcomed by the Union for Local Authorities CEO’s and Senior Managers, as well as a
bumper one-off £25,500 lump sum that would have ramped the position’s salary up to £185,000. The council said this
would have brought the role in line with similar shared CEO roles such as Broadland District and South Norfolk, as well as
Boston Borough, East Lindsey District, and South Holland District.

In the end, the committee took all of two minutes to agree on a three per cent rise — the equivalent of an extra £4,950 a
year. The union UNISON has already agreed a three per cent award for Waverley Borough Council employees. No
agreement for Guildford Borough Council employees has been agreed.

A spokesperson for Waverley Borough Council said: “This decision aligns with the pay award agreed with UNISON for
Waverley Borough Council employees, and the councils’ Joint Leadership Team. Maintaining a competitive remuneration
package is essential to attract and retain high-calibre leadership. The benchmarking data shows that many councils with
similar or even smaller populations and fewer employees offer higher salaries. A modest increase helps to ensure the
council remains competitive in a challenging recruitment market.”

Mr Wrobel’s new salary is among the highest received by council bosses in the Southeast and Surrey – although on a per
head of population basis it is the lowest among similar councils with a joint role. This, the council argues, reflects the
significant scale and complexity of the Guildford and Waverley job – with a combined population of more than 270,000 and
responsibility for a workforce of more than 1,100 employees and 100 borough councillors.

The councils rejected the 3.2 per cent offer as it would have created inconsistency with the rest of the leadership team.
While the one-off uplift to £185,000 would have represented a 12 per cent increase, significantly above local and national
pay trends, it was therefore considered inappropriate and difficult to justify financially at this time.

Epsom and Ewell Times adds:

Chief Executive Salaries – Surrey Councils

Figures are the most recently published base salaries or salary bands. Some councils report ranges, others exact figures,
and a few include allowances or car benefits.

Council Chief Executive Salary (approx)

Surrey County Council £234,600 (former CEO)

Guildford & Waverley £169,950

Epsom & Ewell £131,000 – £152,000 + 4% allowance

Mole Valley £122,000 – £136,000

Elmbridge Up to £140,000+ (approval required)

Reigate & Banstead £137,500 – £144,500

Runnymede £100,000+ (not specified)

Spelthorne Up to £131,000

Surrey Heath £136,800 + £2,000 car allowance

Tandridge £122,000 – £138,000 (grade range)

Woking Not disclosed

New CEO Pedro Wrobel (image GBC) and UK PM Starmer

Box Hill teacher with naked boy interest struck off
20 September 2025

A teacher has been struck off and banned from the profession after being found with hundreds of indecent images of
children and a search history looking for  naked young boys.  Nicholas Heuvel  worked at  Box Hill  School  Trust  in
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Mickleham, Dorking from September 1997 before resigning in 2017.

The school was a private boarding and day school until it merged with Reigate Grammar School and became RGS Surrey
Hills in 2025.

Between January 2016 and January 2018, Mr Heuvel had up to 224 indecent images of children on his phone, including at
least one of the most extreme kind. He also admitted to searching for terms including ‘little boy nudists’ and ‘young boy
speedos’, between 22 October 2017 and 23 October 2017, and was given a police caution in 2021.

The Teacher Regulation Agency rejected Mr Heuvel’s claim that he wasn’t sexually motivated, finding no plausible
innocent explanation and, on the balance of probabilities, that he was seeking gratification.

The panel, which concluded its findings on July 15 this year, said Mr Heuvel’s viewing and searching for significant
numbers of indecent images of children over a lengthy period of time were relevant to his position as a teacher. They said
it amounted to serious misconduct and fell significantly short of the standards expected of the profession.

There was also a lack of any evidence that Mr Heuvel made any effort to report the images – which he would have known
he needed to do by virtue of his role as a teacher and the safeguarding training he would have received.

David Oatley, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Education, said that the period of time with which Mr Heuvel used
specific search terms to access indecent images of children was a significant factor and that the risk of repetition was
high due to Mr Heuvel’s lack of insight and or remorse into his actions and the impact that his actions had on children.

Mr Oatley said: “Mr Nicholas James Heuvel is prohibited from teaching indefinitely and cannot teach in any school, sixth
form college, relevant youth accommodation or children’s home in England. “Furthermore, in view of the seriousness of
the allegations found proved against him, I have decided that Mr Heuvel shall not be entitled to apply for restoration of
his eligibility to teach.

Hayley Robinson, headteacher of RGS Surrey Hills, formerly Box Hill School, said: ‘We very much support the decision of
the Teaching Regulation Agency to regard the safety of children as the highest priority in our profession. “We note that
Nicholas Heuvel was struck off for matters unconnected with allegations about his behaviour at Box Hill School and relate
to the years 2017-18, nearly a decade ago. RGS Surrey Hills is now a member of the prestigious Reigate Grammar School
group of schools, where safeguarding and pupil safety and wellbeing is at the centre of everything we do.”

Box Hill School before it merged to become RGS Surrey Hills (image Google)

Mole Valley spending plans
20 September 2025

How £11m for rail, transport, school, health and recreation upgrades will be spent in Mole Valley has been laid out. The
district council has approved spending plans for community infrastructure money collected from developers since 2016 –
with almost half expected to go on cycling and walking schemes. Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is paid as part of
the planning process to help offset the impact of the growing number of homes in the borough. Councillor Bradley Nelson,
cabinet member for planning, said: “The local plan was adopted in 2024 so the time has come to focus on the £11m of
strategic CIL which could rise to £34m given the local plan growth.” He said the projects should be ones “the council
thinks are necessary and achievable to help support development growth.”

“The programme commits investment for vital infrastructure such as health provision in Ashtead, Bookham, and a health
hub in Leatherhead. Early years provision in Ashtead and Dorking would be targeted for funding as well as train station
improvements in Dorking which we hope will lead to wider improvements and help the district as a whole, as well as
investment in the district parks.” The council has been working with Surrey County Council over transport, education,
early years provision and flood defence, Surrey Heartlands Integrated Care Partnership, Great Western Railway, Network
Rail, the Football Foundation, and its own parks and open spaces team to get an up-to-date picture of the suitable
projects.

It has earmarked two transport projects to upgrade rail infrastructure on the North Downs Line at the stations in Dorking.
These projects, the Tuesday July 22 cabinet papers read, will complement planned improvements on the line, such as
battery-electric trains, and increase the number of people using this sustainable transport mode. Deepdene Station will be
upgraded as a priority and a lift installed, acting as a major contribution towards “realising the potential of the district’s
east-west  travel  connections,  supporting  growth  and  promoting  sustainable  development”.  School  capacity  issues
requiring funding in Hookwood could also be addressed, as well as the expansion of the SEND school on Woodland in
Leatherhead.

Surrey County Council’s early years team has identified two potential projects, one in Ashtead and one in Dorking, while
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football pitches at Ashcombe Secondary School in Dorking and the other at the Brockham Big Field could be upgraded to
modern standards. There would also be financial support for the resurfacing of the sand-dressed pitch at Therfield
Secondary School in Leatherhead to allow the installation of a new 3G football pitch “without losing a vital resource for
hockey.”

Cllr Keira Vyvyan-Robinson (Liberal Democrats: Leatherhead North) said: “We all know just how much residents are
concerned about the amount of development that comes and their biggest concern is where does the infrastructure come.
It often seems that it’s a bit of a chicken and egg because the CIL comes from development, and without development you
don’t get CIL – and therefore you don’t get infrastructure. For a long time we’ve been in the position where we’ve been
telling residents we have to build these homes and we have to build these sites – and there hasn’t been anything to show –
so it is really welcome to say ‘this is how we meet the infrastructure demands’. She added: “We can provide the funding,
but we are dependent on the railway companies, the GP surgeries, the schools, to make those bids and to ask for the
funding. But the development will pay for it and hopefully they will all come together at the same time.”

Estimated CIL Contributions by Infrastructure Category

Transport – Active Travel – £11,555,000

Transport – Passenger Transport – £3,450,000

Well Being – Health – Primary Care – £2,350,000

Well Being – Open Space and Public Realm – £3,859,000

Well Being – Sports Facilities – £771,000

Education – SEND – £870,000

Education – Early Years – £300,000

Flood Defence – Nature Flood Management – £95,000

Hosepipe ban not reached Epsom and Ewell yet
20 September 2025

Frustration is growing towards Thames Water after it announced a hosepipe ban in parts of the South East just months
after residents lived through a winter of “huge” leaks and sewage overflows. Thames Water has announced a hosepipe
ban will kick in on Tuesday, July 22, covering all OX, GL, SN postcodes as well as RG4, RG8, and RG9, after the UK
experienced one of its warmest and driest springs in over a century – followed by England’s warmest June on record.
Currently the ban only impacts towns bordering Surrey, but Thames Water has said it may need to add postcodes “if
anything changes”.

This year alone, residents in Surrey have endured water supply issues due to multiple pipe bursts, a report concluding
water was “unfit for human consumption”, and people putting up barricades to stop raw sewage flooding homes. For
some, a hosepipe ban would be the last straw. Sir Jeremy Hunt, MP for Godalming and Ash, said: “Godalming and Ash is
not included in the hosepipe ban so far, but I completely understand residents’ frustration when they witness huge water
leaks losing thousands of litres locally – Chilworth, Cranleigh, Ewhurst and Bramley in the last week alone – and yet
Thames Water are asking us to use water sparingly brushing our teeth. I met with Thames Water CEO Chris Weston
recently to press for investment locally because, although work is underway to improve water resilience, what is really
needed is to connect our ‘water island’ area with the wider Thames water network – and to urgently replace those leaky
pipes.”

Thames Water says its drought plan is designed to ensure the taps keep running for customers’ essential use while also
protecting the environment. Water taken from the River Thames for the currently affected area is stored at Farmoor
reservoir in Oxfordshire. If the warm, dry weather continues, the company anticipates reservoir levels will continue to
drop. River levels are also below average, limiting how much can be drawn from the Thames while the hot weather also
causes more evaporation.

Esher and Walton MP Monica Harding said: “The threat of a hosepipe ban shows how important investment in the basics
is. Thames Water’s current crumbling infrastructure can’t protect us now, let alone in the future from climate change and
population growth. Thames Water has failed miserably in providing the investment needed up to this point and have lost
the  public’s  confidence.  The  Government  should  grip  the  ongoing  crisis  at  Thames  Water,  place  it  in  special
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administration, make it a public benefit company, and replace Ofwat with a tough new regulator with teeth, to protect bill
payers and give us the clean water we all need.”

Thames Water is also looking to secure future water supplies and said it was working on plans for a new reservoir in
Oxfordshire, securing water supply for 15 million people across the South East, including Thames Water, Affinity Water
and Southern Water customers. The company is also working on what it calls a vital drought resilience project in London
which will be supported by water recycling.

A Thames Water spokesperson said: “Leakage is at its lowest ever level on our network, down 13.2% since 2020, but we
know we have more work to do. The extended warm weather also brings increased risks of leaks and bursts due to pipe
stress and shifting foundations in the ground. We’ve increased leakage teams in our region and we’re fixing 650 leaks a
week with our engineers targeting leaks with the greatest impact to local water supplies. We’re also replacing 500km of
water mains over the next five years to reduce leakage. We’re using innovative technology and data to find and fix leaks
faster. So far, we have installed almost 40,000 acoustic loggers on our water network to help detect leaks and expect to
have 100,000 in place by mid-2027. We’ve installed over 1 million smart meters, which are critical in helping us to locate
leaks at our customers’ homes. We’ll continue to roll out smart water meters to households in our area, installing or
upgrading a further c.1,200,000 smart meters to homes and businesses by 2030.”

Has Woking gone barking mad?
20 September 2025

People in social housing will soon need to ask for permission before getting a dog as Woking Borough Council looks to
adopt a formal pet policy. The new nine-page list of rules regarding pet ownership is being drawn up to give the council
greater enforcement powers should people’s pooches start to play up. These include clear guidelines spelling out that
residents in social housing must notify the council when they get a dog and complete the dog registration form, that dogs
must be kept on a lead in all communal areas, and that they must not defecate on balconies or any shared spaces.
Guidance on how to keep pets will also be updated to help mitigate noise problems.

In private housing, renting with pets is at the landlord’s discretion. However, when the Renters’ Rights Bill becomes
effective, tenants will have stronger rights. Landlords must consider each pet request fairly, and if they refuse them, there
needs to be a reasonable justification. Officers told the Monday, July 14 communities and housing scrutiny committee it
has been an on-going challenge dealing with cases of nuisance pets and that the new policy should strengthen the
council’s  hand.  Committee  chair  Councillor  Tom Bonsundy-O’Bryan said:  “Noise  nuisance from dogs  barking (is  a
problem) and a real high percentage of those came from dogs being left outside at night time. You can see why the noise
of barking at night time is more of a pain. The RSPCA also advises against letting dogs sleep outside, the vast majority of
time it’s bad as they are social animals. It’s just really bad to let dogs sleep outdoors overnight.”

The council says it understands the benefits of keeping a pet, particularly on people’s mental and physical wellbeing, but
that it needed to ensure animals do not cause nuisance to other residents or damage property. Households will generally
be given permission to keep up to two dogs and two cats in a council-owned or managed house, and either one dog or cat
in a flat. Anyone who wishes to have additional pets will need written permission.

Ashtead development objectors hit a cul-de-sac
20 September 2025

“Surrey’s biggest cul-de-sac” will be built after hundreds of new homes were approved next to the M25. Developers Wates
was granted planning permission to build up to 270 homes to the south of Ermyn Way in Ashtead by Mole Valley District
Council’s development committee. The plans, which include 108 affordable properties, a community building, and space
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for Gypsy and Traveller pitches, were green lit by six votes to five with two abstentions much to the disappointment of
many who attended the July 2 meeting.

Wates, though, said the scheme would go a considerable way to alleviating housing pressure in the area. Director of
planning, John Tarvit, said Wates had been working on the proposals since 2014 with both the council and planning
inspector agreeing it was a sustainable site. He added: “Mole Valley is one of the least affordable places to buy a home
with about 680 households currently on the waiting list. This planning application represents a real opportunity to offer
young people and families the chance to either own a home or with affordable rent securing a stable place where they can
thrive.”

The still-to-be-determined final layout will include a purpose-built community building with potential for a children’s
nursery, 30 acres of open space with green corridors and children’s play areas, and cycling facilities. The developers will
also make a financial contribution towards Surrey Connect – an on-demand bus service.

The item was not without its controversy with committee chair, Councillor Jo Farrar-Astrop (Liberal Democrats: Capel,
Leigh, Newdigate & Charlwood) recognising it was contentious and reminding members to stay focused on the planning
matters. She would also, repeatedly, warn the public gallery over its outbursts before eventually clearing the chamber and
moving onlookers to watch from a room next door.

Speaking against the plans was Steve Drake who urged the committee to reject the proposals as there was “only one
route into the busy cul-de-sac” already congested with incoming school-run traffic. He said: “With this development the
cul-de-sac would become almost 500 dwellings with over 1,000 vehicles, doubling the traffic load on Ermyn Way.” Worse,
he said, was that the council had earmarked a further 140 homes for the site meaning it would eventually grow to more
than  600  dwellings.  Dave  Beresford  of  the  Ashtead  Residents  Association  said:  “Adding  580  residents  would  be
unsustainable, the character of the area will certainly be harmed.”

Nearby schools have told the council there is enough capacity to take on the expected increase in children moving into the
area.  Cllr  Gerry Sevenoaks (Independent:  Ashtead Park) said:  “It  will  have a devastating impact,  increasing traffic
pollution and loss of biodiversity but more importantly there would be a devastating impact on the residents living close to
this development. He added: “Given that this is going to be the largest Cul de Sac in Surrey I wonder what those
emergency services feel about coming down the road to be clocked with traffic and trying to actually get people to
hospital or deal with fire.”

280 homes plan for Ashtead (Image Wates)

Anti-slavery Parliamentarian portrait purchase
20 September 2025

Runnymede Borough Council has agreed to release thousands of pounds to help buy a “significantly important” oil
painting for its museum. The painting is an oil on canvas portrait of Britain’s first foreign secretary and one-time leader of
the Whig Party, Charles James Fox MP.

Mr Fox, who spent his final years in St Ann’s Hill,  Chertsey, was a strong supporter of parliamentary reform and
advocated for religious tolerance and individual liberty. He was a particularly vocal campaigner for the abolition of slavery
and introduced what was to become the 1807 Abolition of the Slave Trade Act which made it illegal for British ships and
British subjects to trade in enslaved people.

The portrait has been offered to the museum for £5,000 and half of the money for its purchase will come from donations,
with the rest from the council’s museum after Runnymede Borough Council’s corporate management committee signed off
the move.

Emma Warren, curator of Chertsey Museum, told the Thursday June 19 meeting: “We’ve been given the opportunity to
purchase an original oil painting, quite a large item, of one of the borough’s, if not the country’s, unsung heroes.” She said
the money would come from the museum’s own fund which had been “built up over many many years and can only be
used for the benefit of the museum’s collections.”

“In my time at Chertsey Museum, which is 23 years, we’ve only used the purchase fund four times which is why it’s
healthy. It’s normally kept for items of significant importance which I believe this painting to be, given we only have a
couple of portraits of Fox and no original artworks. I could talk literally for hours about him. He is important not just to
Chertsey where he spent his final years living on St Anne’s Hill. Normally I mention his debauched young life with the
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women and gambling but I was told to skip over that and concentrate on the important bit as to why he was our unsung
hero.”

Reports presented to the meeting said Mr Fox, who was known as the Man of the People, first came to Chertsey in 1783
when Elizabeth Armistead, who would become his wife, invited him to join her at her home in St Ann’s Hill. The museum’s
collection features letters from Mr Fox and gives an insight into his life on the hill. He was said to have taken up sheep
rearing and learned about planting requirements for crops.

Mrs Warren added: “He was a Whig politician, had an unwavering support for liberty and parliamentary reforms and anti-
slavery principles. Many of his views were quite ahead of his time. He spoke out at length against anti-government
overreach.”

The image produced here is NOT the one the subject of this report.

Image:  Joshua  Reyno lds  por t ra i t  o f  Char les  James  Fox -  p l .p in teres t .com,  Pub l ic  Domain ,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48763729 This is not likely to be the portrait that is the subject of this
article. We have been waiting for details from the museum.

Netflix to mainstream in Surrey
20 September 2025

A Surrey film studio used by Netflix, the streaming giant behind hit shows such as Stranger Things, Bridgerton and
Adolescence, will be made permanent after full planning permission was granted. The site was originally approved on a
short-term basis because of its green belt location, and Runnymede Borough Council’s desire to see the area eventually
become an office hub as part of its Longcross Garden Village plan. The cratering demand of office space, plus the growing
rise of Netflix, saw the land be taken out of green belt – meaning the temporary restrictions no longer applied and its
long-term future could be secured. Officers told the Wednesday June 25 meeting: “This building was erected in 2020
under a temporary permission and has been used continually since. Permission was granted originally for the building on
a temporary basis for reasons of visual amenity and so as not to prejudice the ongoing phased redevelopment of the
Longcross  north  site.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  change  in  site  circumstances  in  respect  of  the  commercial
redevelopment of the site. The building supports the existing studio use and therefore there are no reasons why the
building can not remain on a permanent basis.”

The site was previously occupied by the Defence Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) with many of its old buildings
used by Netflix as film studios including buildings within the Surrey Heath. The Longcross North site together with the
former DERA land south of the M3 including Longcross Barracks, form the designated Longcross Garden Village and has
been removed from the green belt through the 2030 Local Plan. The building is near to the northern boundary within the
wider Longcross North site. The officer added: “The appearance of the building is appropriate in the context of the wider
film studios site.” The application was unanimously approved.

Longcross Studios (image Google)

Victory for  parent power after  axed bus route is
replaced
20 September 2025
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Campaigning parents whose children were told to bring torches and walk across unlit heathland by Surrey
County Council have won a long-fought victory after it was announced that axed school buses would be
replaced. Early this year Surrey County Council said it was saving money and cancelling the free bus service between
Molesey and Esher High, advising children to instead walk through dark alleyways, unlit heathland and unguarded
viaduct sluice gates. The council’s decision was made after bureaucrats decided the route was safe and that there would
be no alternative provisions put on, to the horror of worried parents.

Now after  months  of  campaigning,  petitions  and pressure  from senior  politicians  to  stop  the  ‘cruel  and needless
punishment of children’, the council has announced Falcon will trial an extra, paid for, 814 service from Molesey to Esher.
Parents, though welcoming the news, are asking why the extra service could not have been announced at the same time,
saving needless stress and worry, and why it took the community to fight back to make it happen?

Parent Kate Maxwell said: “This whole process has been so stressful on everyone involved, the parents, children, and
schools, and for what? I’m thrilled they’ve seen sense but it could have been handled so much differently. They would
have known it would cause a lot of problems for everyone, including the children already using paid buses. Surely, if they
wanted, they could have put these arrangements in place when they axed the free buses instead of wasting everyone’s
time. Why did it take the community fighting back to make this happen?”

In a letter to parents, Esher High School headteacher Andy King said they were pleased to share that an additional 814
bus would be running as a trial from September, following “strong and sustained advocacy from our school and parent
community.” It added: “This outcome is the result of collective determination. When 81 of our students lost access to free
coach transport, we were placed in a deeply challenging position – one we strongly opposed. But thanks to the powerful,
united voice of our parents, carers, staff, governors and supporters, a positive step has now been taken. We want to thank
everyone who spoke up, wrote in, and stood with us. Your efforts made the difference. While we regret that such a
campaign was necessary, we are relieved that this decision has finally been confirmed. This will support our students
getting to school safely, reliably, and ready to learn. At Esher C of E High School, we remain committed to doing what’s
right for our students – and this is an example of what we can achieve together.”

MP for Esher and Walton, Monica Harding, has held meetings with the school and written to the council over the matter.
She described it as a win for school children who were facing walks of up to three miles across unlit heathland with
concerns about safety, after Surrey County Council decided to withdraw the Esher High School bus service. The MP
added: “It’s a shame this decision took so long, causing so much uncertainty and stress for parents. Surrey must ensure
that its policy making is joined up and reflects the lived experience of our children – I’m glad that this time local families
have been heard. We now need to know that this much needed bus provision will be sustained over the longer term.”

Following Falcon’s decision to introduce an additional bus service to transport pupils to and from Esher High School,
there will now be four buses on the 814 route. The extra service will initially run as a trial for the first half-term of the
2025/26 academic year with its use monitored before a decision is made on whether it is needed on a longer-term basis.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth at Surrey County Council, said, “We’re
very aware of the challenges raised by parents and carers and have worked with Falcon to address these. As with all bus
services, we need to ensure they are used to make them viable, so I encourage parents and carers to take up this new
provision. This additional bus is being provided by Falcon at no cost to Surrey County Council.”

Image: Esher CofE High School headteacher Andy King (Image Google and Esher High)

Surrey house of distinction gets £200K to repair
20 September 2025
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One of the great Surrey buildings will have another £200,000 of repair work after its owners said they were “morally
obligated” to maintain the special 19th century site. Pippbrook House is a Grade II* listed building, ‘a distinction’ English
Heritage only bestows on about 5 per cent of all listed properties. The decision to increase the repair budget from £1.4m
to £1.6m was made by Mole Valley District Council’s cabinet on Tuesday, June 17, so that parts of the building that were
damaged by a historic leak in October 2023 can be fixed – and to make it easier to finish the roof repairs.

Councillor Nick Wright, cabinet member for leisure and community assets, said the council had a ‘moral obligation” to
repair the famous Dorking building. He added: “It is very much a valued local asset. We do need to find other creative
ways of funding some of the work that needs to be done, but you can’t do that if you’ve got holes in your roof. We’re not
denying that there are challenges there, there are significant challenges…but these works are necessary.”

In February 2023, the council originally approved a budget of £3.1m for works required to fix Pippbrook House – with
£1.6m coming from Mole Valley and the rest obtained through grants. Unfortunately for the council, it was unable to
bring in any external cash, limiting the overall scale of what could be achieved. This caused the council to change course
and in November 2023 £1.4m was released to begin necessary work to weatherproof Pippbrook House.

The new work will also open up two rooms that cannot be used due to ceiling damage, the meeting heard, matching one of
the council’s objectives of bringing Pippbrook back into use. Pippbrook House was built between 1856 and 1858 and
designed by the architect behind Midland Grand Hotel at St Pancras station, George Gilbert Scott. Cllr Gary Sevenoaks,
who chairs the council’s scrutiny committee, said questions needed to be asked as to why the council was unable to
secure a grant for the remaining £1.5m needed to fully repair the building.

Pippbrook House (image Google)

Gatwick Diamond authority denied
20 September 2025

Merging Reigate and Banstead Borough Council with its neighbour Crawley has been ruled out – in a decision that has left
drivers behind the move “disappointed” with the Government. This week leaders from the 11 boroughs and districts,
together with the county council, were told the Government planned to survey residents over merging into either two or
three mega councils.

The council was told it would not be allowed to move forward with its preferred option because it had also backed the
creation of three unitaries – and the rules stated councils could only support one idea, and they had to cover all of Surrey.
The government also said the plan lacked enough detail on cost savings. They had wanted to form, at £13 billion plus, the
largest economy in the sub-region, and to be conjoined by the world’s busiest single runway airport in Gatwick.

The news was relayed to the councils  by the Minister of  State for Local  Government and English Devolution,  Jim
McMahon. He said: “I understand this will be disappointing; however, this consultation process allows for consultees to
comment on whether the Secretary of State should implement one or other of the two proposals received, including the
proposal co-signed by Reigate and Banstead Borough Council. If, in the future, there remains an interest in changing the
boundary between Surrey and West Sussex, there are other mechanisms for doing so and this process does not prevent
that. I also note your desire for the Gatwick Diamond economic area to be within the area of one Strategic Authority so as
to best  provide for  economic growth.  I  want to  make clear that  the decision not  to  include your proposal  in  the
consultation does not preempt devolution options for the wider area, including establishing or expanding a Strategic
Authority that includes all councils making up the Gatwick Diamond.”

Leader  of  Reigate  and  Banstead  Borough  Council,  Councillor  Richard  Biggs  said:  “We  are  disappointed  that  the
Government will not be including our joint proposal with Crawley within the consultation. I am pleased that we took the
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opportunity  to  highlight  to  Government  the  important  contribution that  our  combined area makes  to  the  national
economy, as well as its economic growth potential. While we accept the Government’s decision, we will continue to
advocate for joined up economic and infrastructure planning and investment across both authorities. In terms of local
government reorganisation, we are now focused on trying to secure the best available model of local government in
Surrey – which we continue to strongly believe is three unitary councils. A three unitary model in Surrey will achieve the
best balance of delivering value for money for our residents whilst maintaining strong local connections and identities and
delivering high-quality service.”

Chris Caulfield

Epsom and Ewell Times adds:

The Gatwick Diamond is a term used to describe a key economic area in the South East of England, centred around
Gatwick Airport. It includes parts of Surrey and West Sussex, notably towns such as Crawley, Reigate, Redhill,
Horsham, and Haywards Heath.

Key features of the Gatwick Diamond:
Economic significance: It is one of the UK’s most dynamic business regions, home to over 45,000 businesses
and supporting around 500,000 jobs.

Transport  hub:  Gatwick Airport,  one of  the  UK’s  busiest  international  airports,  makes  the  area a  major
transport and logistics hub.

Sectors:  It  hosts  a  mix  of  industries,  including aviation,  engineering,  financial  services,  professional
services, and advanced manufacturing.

Strategic location: Situated between London and the South Coast, with excellent rail, road, and air links.

Purpose of the name:
The  term  is  used  by  local  authorities,  business  partnerships,  and  regional  planners  to  promote  regional
cooperation,  attract  investment,  and plan infrastructure  in  a  way that  supports  sustainable  economic  growth.  The
Gatwick Diamond Initiative is a public-private partnership that actively markets the region for inward investment.

So, when Reigate and Banstead refer to the “Gatwick Diamond economic area”, they are aligning with this identity and
economic cluster, arguing that the area’s interests may be best served by a unified strategic authority.

Additional reporting – Sam Jones.

Gatwick Airport (Credit Gatwick Airport)


