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Bull  Hill  scheme  defended  as  lifeline  for
Leatherhead
17 October 2026

A controversial 400 home development, that has faced huge backlash from the community, is the best way to save
Leatherhead from ‘dying’,  councillors have said.

It came after an opposition motion calling on  Mole Valley District Council to seek guarantees on the financial benefits and
improvements to the Swan Centre as part of the Bull Hill regeneration scheme was shot down.

First by the large numbers of the ruling Liberal Democrat group who walked out of the debate claiming it could prejudice
them against any future planning decisions. 

Then by  Councillor  Keira  Vyvyan-Robinson (Liberal  Democrat:  North  Leaherhead)  who quickly  pushed through an
amended and softened down motion that called on the council to continue working with developers Keir Partnership to
secure the financial benefits and improvements.

The unamended motion was originally been put forward by Cllr Gerry Sevenoaks (Independent: Ashtead Park).

He said: “Bull Hill would literally change Leatherhead as a town. “The question is for better or for worse?

“There is no doubt that this is a controversial project that will impact the town , with increased traffic congestion and
building works for the construction of over a number of years. It will look like carnage”.

“Crucially it does not have the full support of residents as demonstrated in the public campaign against the development
and negative feedback from the so-called consultation. At its inception the Keir Partnership provided all sorts of wonderful
benefits to the residents of Leathehead.”

“Affordable housing, social housing, refurbished Swan centre, cinema, financial profit for investment in the town. Sadly
and predictably these financial and community benefits have diminished and materialised. The profit share is down from
£22m to £14m, reduced car parking, and no cinema or leisure facilities, and we see there is no social housing.”

“How has this been allowed to happen?

He added: “Having already given up £4million worth of land, Mole Valley council could be left with no profit to invest in
community benefits for Leatherhead town centre. The result being that Leatherhead will look like Croydon-on-Sea and
with a continued rundown town centre with no investment. What have the people on Leatherhead done to deserve such
municipal vandalism?”

Councillors defending the amended softened motion said there was a strong silent majority in favour of the project, and
that the redevelopment had not been an issue for residents on doorsteps at the recent May elections.

Cllr  Claire Malcomson (Liberal  Democrats:  Holmwoods and Beare Green)  said:  “Whatever happens it  will  improve
Leatherhead because Leatherhead, as mentioned, is a dying town, and it needs improvement.

“It needs more housing to feed the shops, and entertainment, and the theatre, and that is the whole point of it.

“Yes, some things have had to be cut back because the climate has changed, but I do think ultimately Leatherhead will
benefit from this.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter
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Related Reports:

Red rag at Bull Hill as residents rage over high-rise plans – 31 January 2026 epsomandewelltimes.com

Blockbuster  cinema  and  480  homes  plan  for  Leatherhead  town  centre  –  6  December  2025
epsomandewelltimes.com

Leatherhead to get new cinema and bowling alley? – 13 March 2025 epsomandewelltimes.com

River Mole to attract visitors to Leatherhead? – 23 December 2024 epsomandewelltimes.com

Mole Valley ‘won’t bend’ to petitioners – covering opposition to the Bull Hill element of Transform Leatherhead.
epsomandewelltimes.com

Epsom’s neighbour cracks on with its Local Plan – 23 October 2024; includes Bull Hill as Leatherhead’s proposed
“Urban Quarter” and the wider allocation of housing to the town. epsomandewelltimes.com
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“What’s in a name?” Not “Middlesex”
17 October 2026

Middlesex campaigners said they were ‘gutted’ after the government pulled the rug on efforts to bring back the historic
county’s name – but critics said the council should have checked the legality first.

In July, the new shadow authority passed a motion to rebrand itself as West Surrey and South Middlesex, in time for
October when official branding was due to be released.

Last week, however, the minister for housing communities and local government wrote to the leader of West Surrey
saying their request had been denied but said it could take legal advice on whether it was possible to use a more widely
accepted name without the formal legal change.

The news was met with dismay by campaigners who said they had hoped the government would have ‘done the right thing
for once’.

Critics however said the name change should have been put to residents, while the minister’s decision also raised serious
questions over why it was advanced before the legal basis was known.

Middlesex was abolished as a local authority  on April 1, 1965, and campaigners, including astrologer Russell Grant, have
been fighting for its return ever since.

Councillor Harry Boparai, the Liberal Democrat councillor for Sunbury Common & Ashford Common put forward the
original motion.

He said: “It’s really sad. South Middlesex is one sixth of the new authority. We are part of the family, we don’t want to be
the dysfunctional cousins on the side.

“We’re not trying to be different, we’re just trying to be who we are. Get on a train to Reigate, get on a train to Guildford,
get on a train to Spelthorne and you’ll see the difference, years of neglect.

“Going forward we want a level playing field.”

At the October 12, West Surrey shadow executive, its leader, Councillor Paul Follows, said they would look at ways of
bringing the matter back to a future consideration but that the council would carry on as West Surrey in the meantime.

Cllr Boparai added: “We will still get there. I was confident they would just rubber stamp it but they didn’t. 

“In 1972, the government assisted councils to change their names and considering we’re now the only unitary going
forward, you would think they would have helped us because we have all this debt to deal with. I’m determined to get this
over the line.”

Councillor Jane Austin, leader of the Conservative opposition group, said: “The Lib Dem Leader may well be relieved by
the minister’s response, as while we recognise this is an important issue for some residents in the Spelthorne area, many
people across the other five boroughs have struggled to understand why the Lib Dem administration was pursuing a name
change in the first place – and why this was being prioritised over tackling council debt and ensuring the successful
transfer of vital public services.

“The minister’s letter raises serious questions about why the proposal was advanced before establishing the legal basis for
doing so, and without giving residents a proper opportunity to have their say.

“West Surrey Conservatives maintain that any decision affecting the identity of West Surrey must be based on clear legal
advice, proper scrutiny, a full understanding of the costs and meaningful public consultation.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Cllr Harry Boparai with fellow councillors (image Harry Boparai) with Middlesex flag

Related Reports:

Epsom’s Cllr McCormick gives Middlesex revival the irregular iambic treatment – Surrey County Council backs an
earlier call for the western unitary to be named “West Surrey and South Middlesex”. epsomandewelltimes.com

Residents invited to help shape New East and West Surrey council brands – Residents were asked for their views
as work began on the identities of Surrey’s two new councils. epsomandewelltimes.com

Surrey leaders promise smooth transition to unitaries  –  Preparations for the replacement of Surrey’s existing
councils by East and West Surrey. epsomandewelltimes.com
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West  Surrey  ‘much  worse  off’  –  The  financial  inheritance  facing  the  new  western  unitary  authority.
epsomandewelltimes.com
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Banstead “carbuncle” to give way to care home
17 October 2026

A nearby ‘carbuncle’ means a 64 bed care home that may only have seven visitor parking spaces has been approved for
Banstead – despite widespread criticisms of the plans.

Councillors at Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s latest planning committee spoke out about the site’s lack of
spaces and the impact this would have on neighbouring roads, as well as the overall density of the project.

However, they felt  their hands were tied because its height and depth was in keeping with the recently approved
replacement building at Roseland, which was allowed at appeal in February 2026.

If a council loses an appeal against a planning refusal it is liable for significant costs. 

The new 64 bed care home will replace the former adults-with-learning-disabilities site which had been disposed of by
Surrey County Council.

Officers told the meeting: “There was no objection to the loss of the existing building and its use as a specialist facility.

“The site was disposed of by Surrey County Council in 2024.

“Evidence has been proved by the applicant that demonstrates that the building is no longer fit for purpose.

“Particularly in view of Surrey County Council moving away from large institutionalised care for people with learning
disabilities towards a more supported independent living approach, for which there are a number of facilities locally in
Banstead.”

The two-storey Arundel House building in Garratts Lane will be demolished with its replacement set back to not detract
from the area or nearby locally listed buildings.

Councillor Sam Walsh (Conservative: Banstead Village) was among those to criticise the plan’s lack of parking and the
impact the development will have, but said it would be difficult to reject the application given the recently approved, on
appeal of the Roseland site.

He said: “We know there is going to be a problem because on Garratts Lane there is no parking facility there, but we are
constrained by these planning matters.

“It is dense, it is much greater than one would have hoped, but because it has been approved for the carbuncle on
Garratts Lane, we have not any opportunity (to reject it).

“If I were to propose any reasons for refusals they would be easily challenged because we’ve got this big one coming up.

“This is going to hurt Banstead but it’s already been (decided), its water under the bridge.

“I don’t like it, its over intensification, the bulk scale of massing.”

Cllr Rich Michalowski (Conservative: Redhill West and Wray Common) added: “There are 18 spaces provided and by
calculations in the report, it suggests that a maximum of 11 will be used by staff which leaves seven for visitors and
deliveries.

“What is the adequacy of that car parking space for visitors, partially at weekends.

“Where will people park when those seven spots are taken? They will attempt to go to the neighbouring streets which are
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problematic.

“Surely this development is far too cramped.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

.

Arundel House, Garratts Lane, Banstead (image Google)

An East Side Story of Surrey’s new Parish Councils
17 October 2026

Major and effectively permanent change that will increase people’s council tax bills at a time when many families are
struggling to make ends meet.

Plans to create more new councils across Reigate and Banstead should be paused to stop residents being hit with higher
tax bills and more red tape, the MP has said.

Local government in Surrey is changing. Last year it was announced that Surrey County Council and its 11 boroughs and
districts would be dissolved and merged.

In their place would be two new mega authorities to deliver all services. One to cover the western half of the county, the
other for the east.

It was argued at the time that it would make things easier for residents and be cheaper. Critics argued that by creating to
huge councils to service around 600,000 residents each, would create too large a disconnect between people and those
who represent them.

To combat this some of the out-going councils voted to create new lower-tier parishes that would look after small day-to-
day issues such as allotments, or verges – but these would require hundreds of thousands of pounds to set-up, introduce
higher tax bills.

Others, including MP for Reigate Rebecca Paul, feel the new councils should be given time to get their feet under the
desk.

Three new councils will be created – Redhill Town Council, Reigate Town Council, and Banstead and The Villages Council
– and minor changes made to Horley Town Council. There will be no changes to the existing Salfords and Sidlow Parish
Council.

She said the new parish councils are now expected to add a further £15 to £30 to the annual council tax bill for a band d
property, before election and administration costs are taken into account.

The estimated combined budget for the three new councils is just under £1 million for 2026-27, with approximately a
quarter of this sum being spent on election costs alone.

Rebecca  has  written  to  East  Surrey  Leader,  Councillor  Steve  Wotton  over  concerns  the  new authority  should  be
concentrating on the safe transfer of major services including SEND and adult social care and allow the new unitary
arrangements time to bed in.

She said: “Whatever people’s views on local government reorganisation, the whole point of moving to a unitary council
was to simplify local government, remove duplication and save money.

Instead, before East Surrey has even opened its doors, its Lib Dem Executive has approved three new councils, dozens
more councillors and another precept on residents’ council tax bills.

“There are of course good arguments for smaller and more local councils and I know of many parish councils that do an
excellent job.

“But this is a major and effectively permanent change that will increase local people’s council tax bills at a time when
many families are struggling to make ends meet.

“This decision should not be rushed or taken lightly – and it certainly shouldn’t be done without the support of residents.”

She said early surveys found only 21 people in favour of the new councils with 94 per cent of the 350 initial respondents
rejecting the idea.

Cllr Wotton, leader of East Surrey Council, noted the questions raised about cost and public engagement but said it was
important to be clear about how we got here.

He said: “Conservative-led Reigate and Banstead Borough Council initiated and ran the community governance review,
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held two rounds of consultation, and approved the final proposals in March.

“A majority of its Conservative councillors voted for each of the three new councils.

“Because  of  local  government  reorganisation,  East  Surrey  inherited  the  decision  on  whether  to  implement  those
proposals. 

“Our executive could approve or reject the borough council’s recommendations; we could not change them.

“It voted to approve them last week. 

“These were not proposals developed by the Liberal Democrats.

“Rebecca encouraged residents to respond to the consultation, saying there were “upsides and downsides” and that their
views should be taken into account, via her Facebook page.

“As far as I  am aware,  she did not publicly raise these objections while the borough council  was considering the
proposals. 

“She is entitled to raise them now, but it would be wrong to leave readers with the impression that this was a new
decision dreamed up by a Liberal Democrat-led East Surrey Council.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Related reports:

A West Side Story of Surrey’s new Parish Councils
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A West Side Story of Surrey’s new Parish Councils
17 October 2026

New lower tier councils will be created in Runnymede, Surrey Heath, Woking, and most controversially Guildford, just
months after elections were held to simplify local government in Surrey.

In May, residents went to the polls in what was described as a once in a generation vote that would see Surrey County
Council and its 11 boroughs and districts dissolved and replaced with two new mega authorities covering West and East
Surrey.

The argument was it would mean less complexity, better value for money, and improved services. 

However,  some  feared  the  huge  new  councils  could  leave  too  large  a  disconnect  between  residents  and  their
representatives with some areas voting to create new hyperlocal bodies to oversee issues that might get overlooked by the
larger bodies – at a cost.

The parish councils will require budgets of several hundred thousand pounds in start-up costs, and will have uncapped
powers to charge more tax.

With some areas potentially facing increases in band d council tax bills of up to £100 for the privilege.

In three of the areas residents backed the plans and they were voted through by West Surrey’s executive committee with
little issue. 

However, in Guildford, a public vote found 47 per cent of the people were against the plans compared with just 46  in
favour  but they were pushed through regardless, leading to calls for West Surrey to reject the bid.

Councillor Jane Austin, leader of the Conservative opposition group, said: “Generally my position is a parish council
should go ahead if there is a clear will for it and a clear benefit to residents. 

“I think this test has been met looking at the smaller parishes in Surrey Heath and Runnymede but I can’t see evidence of
this anywhere in the report for the Guildford case

“Given its significant size and budget we need more detail.
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“If we are asking for a major part of Guildford to pay an extra estimated £69 per year.

She added: “The tests of whether people want this, whether they are happy with the cost, and whether this represents
value and benefits the residents of Guildford have not been met.”

Cllr Catherine Young (Horsleys: Residents for Guildford and Villages) said she believed the reason the vote was so close
was that many people didn’t understand the benefits of being in a parish council.

The expectation is that there will be elections held for the newly created lower councils in May 2027.

It would then be the new parish councils decisions to determine their own budgets.

Leader of West Surrey Council, Paul Follows said: “Do you think that the Western cabinet will be sitting here discussing
planters in Guildford Town Centre, or the Christmas lights, or the fireworks, or what we’re doing with certain elements of
localised green spaces?

“It is ludicrous to think so and the problem is without making sure somebody else is responsible for it, we will be
responsible for it, knowing that we don’t have the time or capacity to deal with it properly, or with any real local
understanding.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Surrey East West. (Credit: Elmbridge Borough Council) Permission for use.

Related reports

Epsom and Ewell to have three tiers of government when promised one?

Plans for East Surrey Council continue to progress

Sun sets on Residents’ Associations’ cherished Parishes for Epsom and Ewell

Public of Epsom and Ewell to be asked if they want two new Councils

Neighbour Area Committees in Surrey

Epsom and Ewell Council votes for continuing a local Mayoralty after its abolition, for a small fee…

New  Surrey  Unitary  Council  CEO  salaries  to
continue to outstrip national  leaders
17 October 2026

The CEO of the newly created West Surrey Council is set to pocket a £236,485 annual salary.

Susan Halliwell, currently oversees Bracknell Forest Council and is expected to take over the top job after beating out
nine other applicants.

Her recommendation follows a lengthy national recruitment campaign that was supplemented with an active search by
recruiters GatenbySanderson who contacted 147 serving chief executives and those with experience of leading in a
unitary or upper tier environments.

A long-list of six candidates were then invited to attend technical interviews led by an experienced unitary council chief
executive who had  been through Local Government Reorganisation themselves.

Five candidates were then invited to take part in a comprehensive assessment process on September 3 at Millmead House
in Guildford. 

Epsom and Ewell Times adds to this LDRS report some comparisons:

Office Annual salary

UK Prime Minister £174,039

First Minister of Scotland £190,284
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Office Annual salary

First Minister of Wales £174,600

Chief Executive, Surrey County Council approximately £237,000

This was to assess their strategic leadership capability, political awareness, stakeholder engagement skills and readiness
to lead West Surrey Council through its establishment and beyond Vesting Day, documents read.

In the end Susan’s experience, leadership approach, and values that aligned with the ambitions of West Surrey, led her to
be considered a strong fit.

Susan’s chief executive and senior leadership experience has seen her carry the responsibility for a workforce of more
than 2,300 staff and a budget of over £400m.

She is said to have a strong track record of organisational transformation, financial stewardship, service reform and
delivery of political priorities.

Interim head of paid service Andy Brown has been overseeing the role out of the new council  while a permanent
appointment is made.. He will remain in post while transition arrangements are finalised.

Councillor Paul Follows, Leader of the West Surrey Shadow Council, said: “I am delighted that Susan Halliwell has been
identified as our preferred candidate for chief executive of West Surrey Council.

“Susan is an outstanding and highly respected local government leader with a proven track record of delivering large-
scale  transformation  and  improvement.  She  has  successfully  led  organisations  through  significant  change  while
maintaining a relentless focus on improving outcomes for residents and creating positive working environments for staff.

“Subject to full council agreement, I am looking forward to working closely with her to create a council that delivers
excellent services, supports thriving communities and provides strong local leadership across West Surrey.

“I would also like to thank Andy Brown for his dedication and leadership as Interim Head of Paid Service for the West
Surrey Shadow Council.  Andy has played a crucial role in helping us prepare for vesting day and establish strong
foundations for the new authority. We are grateful for his continued support until Susan takes up her post.”

Prior to joining Bracknell Forest Council, Susan served as executive director of place at West Berkshire Council and held
senior leadership roles at Oxfordshire County Council.

The West Surrey Conservative group has also welcomed the recommendation and wished her success in the new role.

Cllr Jane Austin said: “Conservatives have been closely involved throughout the recruitment process, and know the
strength of the field from which this appointment has been made.

“The scale of the task of bringing together six existing councils, several of which face significant challenges, should not be
underestimated. 

“We look forward to working with our new chief executive to build a financially sustainable council which delivers
excellent services and represents all our communities.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter
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Sue Halliwell (image SCC)
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Kingswood  “blot  on  the  landscape”  development
approved
17 October 2026
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A Grade II* listed site on the edge of the Surrey Hills where a major Hollywood blockbuster was filmed is to be turned into
a £200m housing and leisure complex.

Planning permission has been approved to turn the former Legal and General building and surrounding lands into 299
homes, two swimming pools, and office space – with speculation it could be operated by David Lloyd.

The project, led by City and Country Residential, will be constructed in phases, and includes the refurbishment and
conversion of the Legal & General House – where the DC hit Wonder Woman starring Gal Gadot and Pedro Pascal spent
eight weeks filming.

The site will be split into 122 later living  units and supporting facilities, and up to 177 private homes. Its vast 1,500
capacity car park will be reduced to 709 spaces.

Legal and General House, in St Monicas Road, Kingswood, sits within 19 hectares in the green belt nestled about a
kilometre from the boundary of Surrey Hills with the designs following a previously approved 2019 application.

Key changes included more market housing and the leisure facility that will feature playing courts and a sports pavilion
available for public use. 

The Wednesday September 9 planning committee at Reigate and Banstead Borough Council heard the development was
needed to fund the repairs of the grade 2* listed building and ensure its future occupancy. 

To the disappointment of the committee, the developers said it was unable to provide on-site affordable housing as it
would have made the project unaffordable.

Councillor Sam Walsh (Conservative: Banstead Village) said: “I wouldn’t have listed it, if anything, I’d have demolished it.
It’s an absolutely awful building.

“Its a dreadful blot on the landscape but actually the application we have in front of us, notwithstanding the points of the
viability, bringing more into use and the standalone leisure facility. I think is important for the community.”

He added that the plans “turned  around a pretty revolting design of the excesses of the 80s and 90s to quiet a
sophisticated residential development.”

Cllr Michael Blacker (Conservative: Reigate) said: “I think we’ve got to welcome the development and the housing and I’m
very pleased to see they were going to put a sports centre in, whether its David Lloyd or not. 

“I think that will be a very good feature and I hope it will be well used.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

.

Image: Legal and General House, where the DC movie Wonder Woman was filmed, will be turned into housing (image
RBBC)
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dry?
17 October 2026

The legal advice that forced the nationwide cancellation of local government reorganisation, with the single exception of
Surrey because it was too far down the track, will be kept private, the secretary of state said.

It has led to fears the county has been ‘thrown under the bus’ with Surrey County Council and its 11 boroughs and
districts set to dissolve and be merged into two mega authorities under shadowy legal circumstances.

Last year the county was selected to be fast-tracked to undergo generational reorganising. Councils that had stood for
more than half a century would be closed down and their services merged – with residents told it would save money.

It was then to be rolled out across the country but this week came the shock announcement the entire process, save for
Surrey where elections had already taken place , would be put on ice.

Those who called to see the legal advice that caused the seismic u-turn were told it wasn’t government policy to divulge
such information.

West Surrey leader Councillor Paul Follows, writing to Angela Rayner, Secretary of State for Housing, Communities, and
Local Government, said: “The change in approach to local government reorganisation (LGR) set out in your ministerial
statement…has raised several questions about the process undertake in Surrey.

“Your  statement  referred to  legal  advice  that  has  informed the  position  of  the  present  administration  of  national
government, to the effect that the LGR process to date was not sufficiently robust or legally sound.”

He said understood Surrey’s position, that legislation to create the East and West Surrey Councils had been passed and
elections held, but called for the new legal position to be shared so Surrey could best understand its new landscape.

He added: “If that decision making process has been deemed legally faulty or otherwise unsound I would like to ask for
the opportunity for my officer to asses the potential impact on West Surrey, and in particular the crucial matters of
finance and inherited debt.

“Would it be possible to have a copy of the legal advice on which the government has based its decision to pause the next
tranches of LGR.

“I ask this solely to help correct or  compensate for any deficiencies now identified by your department and to ensure the
residents of West Surrey are not adversely impacted.”

Speaking in the House of Commons, Guildford MP Zoe Franklin echoed the call for the legal advice’s publication so
communities could understand what went wrong with the original process.

She added: “In my own area of Surrey, councils were forced down a reorganisation route that now appears to be
effectively abandoned by the Government and questionable on a legal basis. 

“Will the Secretary of State commit to meeting Surrey MPs and the new authority leaders to discuss how our county can
avoid the risks and uncertainty that the Government say have prompted this decision elsewhere?”

MP Monica Harding, said: “My constituents in Esher and Walton, in Surrey, are left wondering whether they have been
thrown under the bus by a Government who failed to be secure in the legal advice and the costs from the very beginning. 

“This is incompetent. 

“Will the Government release the legal advice? What are the legal implications for Surrey? 

“What extra support will she give Surrey regarding the cost implications?”

Surrey Heath MP Al Pinkerton said: “One of the potential unintended consequences of today’s announcement is to leave
Surrey in the slightly discomfiting position of being in an experimental cohort with a sample size of one, the one county
being reorganised under this legislation.

He added: “Do the legal concerns that the Secretary of State has expressed today also relate to Surrey?

“If Surrey is affected by those legal concerns, what faith should my residents have that this experiment is not going to
come fully off the rails before April 1, 2027?”

The Secretary of State said she understood the strength of feeling but told the commons: “I considered the legal advice
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provided as part of the judicial review process, and the decision to withdraw the decision reflected updated legal clarity.

“It is a long-standing principle that the Government do not publish or comment on legal advice.

“I have been clear that I want to be able to review these decisions to ensure, as the new Secretary of State, that they are
the right ones. 

“We will consider the programme in the round in the light of the Government’s priorities, as set out in “Rewiring the
State”, and Ministers will meet with Members of this House and will set out decisions at our earliest opportunity.”

Asked after the debate whether it would publish the advice, the department reiterated the ministerial statements raised in
the commons.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

.

Related report:

The shake up of Epsom and Ewell’s local government: was it all a waste of time as Rayner puts pause on LGR elsewhere?

Government to pay a chunk of Woking’s record debt
17 October 2026

Crushing debt set to be inherited by hundreds of thousands of West Surrey residents will have a big chunk taken out of it
after the Government officially began the process paying down £500,000,000 of Woking Borough Council’s financial
failings.

The new council will take over in April 2027 following the dissolution of Surrey County Council and its 11 boroughs and
districts.

West Surrey was forecast to start life with a £4billion black hole as a legacy of failed investment strategies, the largest
being Woking Borough Council £2billion shortfall.

This will now be significantly reduced after the government started paying Woking Borough Council’s historic debt, built
on the back of a failed investment strategy that bankrupted the borough in 2023.

The first repayment was completed on September 1 with the settlement of an £8 million loan – with a further £492 million
of loans expected to be repaid by the end of March 2027.

In effect the Government is paying itself as the money owed was from its own Public Works Loans Board but its decision
to begin the financial relief has been described by Woking Borough Council as a significant milestone its recovery.

Cllr Ann-Marie Barker, leader of Woking Borough Council, said: “The start of this financial support marks a significant
step towards addressing the council’s historic debt burden and reducing the costs associated with it.

“While this marks important progress, we recognise that Woking’s debt is an ongoing concern for residents across Surrey,
and that there is still much work to do.

“Our priority remains clear.

“With the continued support of government, commissioners and our future partners in West Surrey, we remain focused on
delivering our Improvement and Recovery Plan to enter the new unitary council  in the strongest financial position
possible.”

The money was first pledged to the council last year when the government said it would provide £500m in financial
support 2026/27 to help reduce Woking’s debt burden and borrowing costs  – where the interest alone was pushing
towards the £100m a year mark.

The  council  has  been under  commissioner  control  since  collapsing,  with  all  decisions  having  to  be  signed off  by
government appointed staff.

It says this money is a reflection of the ongoing commitment to reduce debt, which has seen it selling off a host of high-
profile buildings in the town centre to help claw back what it can. These include the Victoria Square and its energy
companies.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

.
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Woking Borough Council (Image Chris Caulfiield)

Related reports:

Woking bankruptcy sell off

Residents sigh of relief if Government bail out bankrupt Woking

Strip Woking’s debt-man of his OBE MP says

Government bailout to ease Woking’s debt burden

Surrey’s BIG debt question in local government reorganisation

Who will be saddled with Spelthorne’s and Woking’s £3 billion debts?

Could Woking’s debt be shared by you after reorganisation?

What Epsom could do with Woking’s £75 million bail out?

Ex-Council Officers under investigation for Woking’s £2 billion debt

Will Epsom and Ewell be bailing out Woking?

No wonder Woking went bankrupt: scandal of private school loans

Police headquarters in Leatherhead a step closer
17 October 2026

Work is set to begin on Surrey Police’s long-awaited new eastern headquarters, bringing an end to a saga stretching back
to 2023, when the force was compelled to vacate its Reigate base because of dangerous reinforced autoclaved aerated
concrete (RAAC).

Surrey Police was granted planning permission for the Cleeve Road site in Leatherhead in November last year. According
to papers filed with Mole Valley District Council, preparatory work is expected to begin on 7 September.

The force originally bought the building in 2018 for nearly £20.5 million, intending to move into the site. Those plans were
subsequently put on hold while it considered relocating staff to its Mount Browne headquarters in Guildford.

If  the  project  proceeds  as  planned,  the  main  construction  work  will  begin  in  February  2027.  The  new  eastern
headquarters, accommodating about 500 officers and staff, will be built on what is currently an unused car park.

Planning permission was also granted for 40 affordable homes on the site, although these will be constructed separately.

The second stage of the development will  involve demolishing the existing redundant buildings to make way for a
residential block containing the affordable homes. Surrey Police has said it would ideally like the homes to be occupied by
its own officers and staff.

Once the headquarters is completed, the force will have a permanent eastern base. By then, officers and staff will have
spent about four years temporarily housed at Surrey Fire and Rescue Service’s former headquarters at Wray Park in
Reigate.

A Surrey Police spokesperson said the new headquarters would provide a financially sustainable base and ensure officers
and staff had the facilities needed to investigate crime and keep communities safe.

The force said the Leatherhead site best met its operational needs because of its access to the surrounding area and
major road links. It added that the improved facilities would help Surrey Police attract and retain staff.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Illustrative Visuals of the new Eastern Divisional Head Quarters for Surrey Police. (Credit: Pick Everard/ Surrey
Police/ Mole Valley District Council Planning

Related reports:

Leatherhead to be home to 500 Surrey Police officers

New Surrey Police division HQ plans

Surrey Police to move to Epsom and Ewell constituency
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Surrey Police HQ development dogged by flood risks

Surrey Police HQ redesign will quieten the dogs

UK’s “first and only” craft museum in Surrey open
day
17 October 2026

One of Surrey’s most important buildings, and the UK’s ‘first and only’ craft museum, is to host a special event  to show
off the vital restoration work going into saving the historic Grade I site.

Wilmer House in Farnham was allowed to fall into disrepair, but in March 2023 benefited from £700,000 in Arts Council
funding to carry out essential repairs to its Georgian home in West Street.

It was soon discovered that the problems ran much deeper and a further £700,000 was needed to repair decaying
brickwork, collapsing windows, and eroded mortar joints, as well as the visible cracking throughout.

Waverley Borough Council, which has a legal duty to maintain the building, has stepped in to fill the funding gap but, to
rally support within the community for the project, is hosting an open day at the Farnham Museum.

Councillor Kika Mirylees, Waverley Borough Council’s community services portfolio holder, said: “Willmer House is a
building of enormous historical and cultural significance to Farnham. 

“We are delighted to invite residents to join us for what promises to be a fascinating evening of discussion and discovery.

“The event offers a unique opportunity to hear directly from experts involved in heritage conservation and to learn more
about the exciting restoration plans for this much-loved landmark.”

The free event is part of the council’s “every brick counts” campaign that offers residents the opportunity to contribute to
the preservation.

The council said the building uses gauged brickwork, one of the most expensive building methods often seen on the finest
buildings around the world.

The free open event takes place on Monday September 14 2026 and will be hosted jointly by the council and The Farnham
Society from 7.30pm to 9pm.

It  will  feature  a  panel  including representatives  from Arts  Council  England,  The  National  Lottery  Heritage  Fund,
conservation consultant Graham Abrey, historic brick conservator Emma Simpson MBE, and local historian and author Dr
Roy Waight.  

Simon Bradbury, vice chairman of The Farnham Society, said: “The Farnham Society has been campaigning to preserve
Farnham’s heritage since 1911.

“Willmer House, as a Georgian town house, is an important part of that heritage. 
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“Coming out of the wealth generated from the hop trade, Willmer House is a Grade I listed building, noted in particular
for its brickwork, rated as one of the finest examples of Georgian brickwork in the country.”

The event is free to attend, but places should be booked in advance. 

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Related reports:

Farnham Museum repairs hitting £2M

Image: Wilmer House, West Street, Farnham (image WBC)
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Heathrow expansion consultation deadline
17 October 2026

Night flights in and out of Heathrow could be changed as part of new plans being consulted on –  as moves to ramp up to
a third runway continue and residents have just two weeks left to have their say.

The government is changing its Heathrow Expansion National Policy, which sets out how a third runway would be built.

The  draft  applies  only  to  the  northwestern  runway  project  and  also  takes  into  consideration  road  and  rail  links,
economics,  as well as the social and environmental impacts related to its proposed expansion.

The deadline to take part is September 1 and questions include whether people support the proposed expansion, their
thoughts on the new runway’s impact on air quality, noise, climate change mitigation and economic growth.

On night flights, the Government has said that the ban will remain in place – but that it is seeking to change the
“definition”  through this consultation”.

Residents are being asked whether they agree or disagree that the proposed ban should be defined as when a ‘plane takes
off or lands’ instead of ‘departure from and arrival to terminal’.

It also asks whether compensation for residents affected by noise breaches is fair. Heathrow is the United Kingdom’s only
major hub airport and has operated at or near capacity for years.

Those in favour of expanding the airport say it needs the new runway to meet the growth in demand for aviation or risk
missing out on opportunities available to businesses, passengers and communities.

Opponents have argued the economic benefits are overstated and the environmental harm too great.

The development consent would cover the Northwest Runway which, if built, would be up to 3,500m and be capable of
enabling at least 260,000 additional flights a year. It would also cover any new or reconfigured terminals.

Heidi Alexander,  Secretary of State for Transport, at the launch of the consultation: “The government will consider all
responses carefully before deciding whether to proceed with designation.

“Any final Heathrow Expansion National Policy Statement will be published, laid before Parliament, and subject to a vote
in the House of Commons before having legal effect.

“Heathrow expansion is a decision of national importance. It requires ambition, responsibility and proper scrutiny. This
consultation is an important part of that process, and I encourage everyone with an interest to take part.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

S e e :
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-heathrow-expansion-national-policy-statement-proposed-amendments/
draft-heathrow-expansion-national-policy-statement-consultation-on-proposed-amendments

Related reports:

Heathrow 3rd runway green-light by 2029?
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Tunnel vision for Heathrow’s 3rd runway?

Conditional nod to southern rail link to Heathrow

Heathrow expansion – what it may mean for Epsom

Image: Heathrow shown with a third runway over the M25 (image Heathrow)
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