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Heathrow expansion consultation deadline

20 August 2026

Night flights in and out of Heathrow could be changed as part of new plans being consulted on - as moves to ramp up to
a third runway continue and residents have just two weeks left to have their say.

The government is changing its Heathrow Expansion National Policy, which sets out how a third runway would be built.

The draft applies only to the northwestern runway project and also takes into consideration road and rail links,
economics, as well as the social and environmental impacts related to its proposed expansion.

The deadline to take part is September 1 and questions include whether people support the proposed expansion, their
thoughts on the new runway’s impact on air quality, noise, climate change mitigation and economic growth.

On night flights, the Government has said that the ban will remain in place - but that it is seeking to change the
“definition” through this consultation”.

Residents are being asked whether they agree or disagree that the proposed ban should be defined as when a ‘plane takes
off or lands’ instead of ‘departure from and arrival to terminal’.

It also asks whether compensation for residents affected by noise breaches is fair. Heathrow is the United Kingdom's only
major hub airport and has operated at or near capacity for years.

Those in favour of expanding the airport say it needs the new runway to meet the growth in demand for aviation or risk
missing out on opportunities available to businesses, passengers and communities.

Opponents have argued the economic benefits are overstated and the environmental harm too great.

The development consent would cover the Northwest Runway which, if built, would be up to 3,500m and be capable of
enabling at least 260,000 additional flights a year. It would also cover any new or reconfigured terminals.

Heidi Alexander, Secretary of State for Transport, at the launch of the consultation: “The government will consider all
responses carefully before deciding whether to proceed with designation.

“Any final Heathrow Expansion National Policy Statement will be published, laid before Parliament, and subject to a vote
in the House of Commons before having legal effect.

“Heathrow expansion is a decision of national importance. It requires ambition, responsibility and proper scrutiny. This
consultation is an important part of that process, and I encourage everyone with an interest to take part.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

See:
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-heathrow-expansion-national-policy-statement-proposed-amendments/
draft-heathrow-expansion-national-policy-statement-consultation-on-proposed-amendments

Related reports:

Heathrow 3rd runway green-light by 20297?

Tunnel vision for Heathrow’s 3rd runway?
Conditional nod to southern rail link to Heathrow
Heathrow expansion - what it may mean for Epsom

Image: Heathrow shown with a third runway over the M25 (image Heathrow)

Surrey train timetable overhaul pending

20 August 2026
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Once in a generation changes aimed at improving rail schedules are being set to be introduced across Surrey but there
are concerns about how these may impact level crossing downtime, an MP has said.

South Western Railways (SWR) is set to carry out the first full refresh of train timetables across Surrey for more than 20
years.

The formal public consultation will begin this autumn when the operator publishes its options for the new timetables and
will be inviting feedback on the plans.

It said it is doing this because the times and ways people travel has changed,

The new timetable, they say, will better match how passengers travel and come following the widespread introduction of
the new, larger and more spacious, Arterio trains across the network.

South Western Railways, which came into public ownership last year, said the new timetable will need to balance journey
times, connectivity, train performance and economic value.

Sweeping changes may not be entirely possible however as they need to work within existing infrastructure such as
tracks, signals and stations - as well as sharing lines with other passenger and freight services.

SWR said feedback will play a crucial role in designing the new schedules -whether that is improving reliability or making
journeys quicker and more convenient.

Previous efforts to increase rail capacity in Surrey, for example the proposed Airtrack line to Heathrow, would have
resulted in level crossing barriers to be down for up to 45 minutes every hour in parts of Runnymede leading to concerns
that the need to improve services must be balanced by what is best for the whole community.

Posting to Facebook, the Runnymede and Weybridge MP Ben Spencer said: “Residents need no reminder of the impact
railways can have.

“The upcoming timetable review presents both opportunities and risks for rail passengers and the wider community, given
the impact rail services have on our level crossings and access across the community. Current rail services are falling well
below the standard passengers should expect with thousands of residents frequently delayed by late trains, cancellations,
and missed connections.

“But if changes are proposed to deliver improvements in these areas, they could also affect the frequency and duration of
level crossing downtimes. It is therefore vital that residents share their views now on what are the most important issues
SWR need to address as part of this review ahead of the public consultation being published this year.”

The full refresh of the timetable will be the first major changes across the south and west of England since 2004.

South Western Railway said some technical decisions will need to be balanced, for example between faster journeys from
one station and more stops at another.

Consultation here: https://www.southwesterntimetable.com/
Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Epsom Railway station. Google

Bedsit bedlam in Reigate and Banstead getting
under control

20 August 2026

Strict controls on new HMOs in Reigate and Banstead could be brought in next year.
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It comes as new bedsits have sprung up and clustered in Redhill and Horley at an enormous rate in recent years, driven
by a demand for low-cost housing, with the council having no say on where they are.

The borough council is looking to bring in new powers to ban the automatic right to convert homes into bedsits for
between three to six residents in order to control where they are built.

Making small HMOs go through the planning process, the council says, would relieve pressure on waste collection and
parking - as well as ensure quaintly of design.

Currently landlords can convert their homes into small HMOs - properties rented by at least three people from more than
one household with shared kitchen or bathrooms - under permitted development rights.

The council is looking to remove this and, if everything goes according to plan, would come into effect in 12 months to
limit the council’s financial liability against any conversions already under way.

HMOs of seven people or more already require planning permission.

Speaking at the July meeting of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s planning committee was its chairperson,
Councillor Simon Parnall.

He said: “It doesn’t remove existing HMOs nor would it prevent new HMOs from being created; however it would give the
council greater control over location of, and the design of, the HMOs.”

Currently there are 101 licensed houseshares on the council’s registers with about three quarters occupied by up to six
people.

There are at least 109 non-licensed HMOs with occupancy of three to four people. This, the meeting heard, was only an
estimated number, and that, in reality, it may well be considerably higher.

The majority of the HMOs within the borough are in Redhill and Horley and in recent years the number of small HMOs on
the register has increased by 400 per cent with a notable rise in complaints to planning enforcements following.

He added: “There can be issues about parking pressure, waste management, poorly maintained buildings, the general
standard of accommodation, noise disturbance, anti-social behaviour, especially when there is an area where there is a
larger number of HMOs.”

The chair recognised the important role HMOs play in low cost accommodation but stressed the powers would give
greater control over location, design and quality which in turn would better renters.

It would also, he said, help reduce the clustering of HMOs, reduce parking pressures and overflowing bins.

Cllr Rich Michalowski said: “I am hugely supportive of the recommendation...and good news for those who will be
dwelling in HMOs. Great news for communities.”

The deadline for responses to thehttps://www.reigate-banstead.gov.uk/article4directionHMOs consultation is Thursday 24
September 2026.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

How would you pronounce “WSASMC”?

20 August 2026

One of the first orders of business for the newly formed Liberal Democrat-run, £4billion indebted West Surrey Council -
will be to seek to change its name.

A motion is being put forward by Spelthorne-based councillors to rebrand West Surrey Council into the catchily named
West Surrey and South Middlesex Council (WSASMC).

Proposed by Councillor Harry Boparai the motion to the Thursday, July 30, West Surrey Shadow Authority calls on the
council to ask the government to rebadge the new body before it formally comes into being.

Posting to Facebook he described it as the most important motion for Spelthorne in 50 years.
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He said: “Yes this is about identity that has been brushed under the carpet since 1965 which is shameful.”

His motion reads: “It is important that the name of the new unitary authority accurately reflects the history and identity of
the communities it serves.

“Unlike the rest of the new authority Spelthorne lies north of the River Thames and has been historically a part of
Middlesex, not Surrey, for centuries.

“Indeed, the postal address of properties in Spelthorne remains Middlesex.

“This council resolves to ask the government to rename the West Surrey Authority as West Surrey and South Middlesex as
this would more accurately reflect and respect the history and identity of all the communities it serves.

“It would also remind councillors, officers, and others on a daily basis of the existence of a part of the new authority on
the other side of the River Thames.”

The timing comes just two days after West Surrey Council leader Cllr Paul Follows issued his vision for the future of West
Surrey. It mentions West Surrey 18 times. It never once says South Middlesex.

Cllr Follows said: “It is our collective understanding that this motion has broad opposition support.”

Had the council waited until it formally took over, in April 2027, it would require a two-thirds majority of members to
change its name.

Leader of the opposition, Cllr Jane Austin criticised the decision to push forward with the name change during the
summer holidays, when many residents would be away.

She said: “It is extraordinary that the Liberal Democrats’ first major signal of intent for West Surrey Council is to debate
changing its name rather than tackling the enormous challenges facing the new authority.

“They are attempting to push through a significant change without consulting the nearly 700,000 residents we have been
elected to serve.

“Meanwhile, the real issues - integrating six councils, managing around £4.5 billion of inherited debt and ensuring the
new authority is ready for Vesting Day - remain unaddressed, and councillors are still largely in the dark about the
administration’s intentions.

“I understand why many people in Spelthorne feel strongly about their Middlesex heritage, but Spelthorne is one of six
council areas that will form the new authority, and its name must represent everyone.

“West Surrey does exactly what it says on the tin.

“By contrast, the proposed alternative is cumbersome and is being advanced without first seeking the consent of the
residents it would represent. Rather than bringing people together, it risks creating division from day one.”

“In my view, it is outrageous that the Liberal Democrats are prioritising rebranding over building a council that is
financially secure, well run and focused on delivering for residents.”

East Surrey Council has no plans to change its name.
Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Surrey East West. (Credit: Elmbridge Borough Council) Permission for use.

Burgh Heath hotel plan rejected

20 August 2026

Plans to demolish and extend a hotel by adding a further 33 bedrooms and a 72-seater restaurant have been rejected after
councillors labelled it an “ugly blot”.

Premier Inn had hoped to knock down the existing complex in Brighton Road, Burgh Heath, and replace it with an even
bigger one - but councillors overwhelmingly threw out the plans at Reigate and Banstead Borough Council’s July planning
committee.

The new hotel and restaurant had been recommended by officers, who thought it would support tourism in the area and
have less of an impact on traffic than, for example, a dedicated restaurant at the site. Planning papers read: “The proposal
would also provide economic benefits to the local economy both during and post-construction. These factors carry
significant weight in favour of the application. There are therefore considered to be no substantive grounds to refuse the
application.”
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The committee took a different opinion.

Councillor Sam Walsh (Conservative: Banstead Village) said he knew the site very well and was disappointed the original
hotel had been approved in the first place. He said: “We are here to enhance the design and enhance the environment. It’s
a blot on the landscape, a blot on the Burgh Heath landscape in terms of its style and features. It could be picked up and
placed anywhere in any suburbia.”

He added: “It is an ugly building, vastly out of scale with the adjoining properties, it’s a three-storey monstrosity. What
was put there in the 70s was pretty bad, what they are proposing to replace it is even worse. It is stark, it is ugly, it is out
of character.”

Cllr Michael Blacker (Conservative: Reigate) agreed. He said: “It’s an appalling design, it really is a big disappointment.”

A motion put forward by Clir Walsh to reject the application was supported by 12 members. It said the plans should be
turned down due to the hotel’s sheer size being out of keeping with the area, and the impact the larger car park and
lighting would have on neighbours.

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Plans to demolish and expand the Epsom South Premier Inn were rejected (image Google)

West Surrey’s debt woes worry its Unitary Council

20 August 2026

SURREY’S DEBT DIVIDE

| WEST SURREY

APPROX. E4.5bn —.
district & barcugh debt

New unitary councils from April 2027

A single commissioner team will oversee the combined financial messes across Woking and Spelthorne as fears mount
that their enormous unsupported debts and tangled property webs could spill over and impact the newly formed West
Surrey Council.

If the problems are not fixed, government-appointed commissioners could remain in place at the new authority, the
Department for Local Government said this week.

The government has already committed £500 million to support Woking - and more is expected - and the council is
currently selling off its assets left, right and centre in an effort to bring down its unprecedented multi-billion-pound debt.
These sales may need to continue past vesting day, when Surrey’s councils merge into two mega-authorities.

In Spelthorne, commissioners have said there are still challenges over its financial sustainability, commercial portfolio and
capacity to deliver changes. With the councils set to dissolve in April 2027, the government is concerned the problems
could transfer into the new West Surrey authority.

At the same time, commissioners will work in a more joined-up way with West Surrey, letters from government ministers
read, to provide advice, challenge decisions and offer independent assurance on how the new council will run from day
one of the new authority. This will include its financial strategy, management of inherited risks and governance
framework - although at this stage they will not have executive powers at the new authority.

Woking and Spelthorne remain two of the most indebted councils in the country after years of financial mismanagement
and have been under watch to oversee their turnarounds.

Alison McGovern, Minister of State for Local Government, wrote to inform the councils that their special measures will
remain in place and of the changes that will be made.

The letter read: “Significant challenges...remain, particularly financial sustainability, continued reliance on reserves, risks
within the commercial portfolio, and capacity pressures. I agree that maintaining pace in the final phase of the
intervention and managing these risks through transition will be critical.

“Findings reinforce the need for a more integrated approach to risks across Spelthorne and Woking. I have therefore
decided to establish a single commissioner team across both councils.”

They will be tasked with providing an independent view of the financial, commercial and governance challenges that West
Surrey may inherit from Woking and Spelthorne.

It added: “Their assessment will inform the department’s view of whether West Surrey has sufficient grip of those
challenges and whether any further supportive arrangements may be needed beyond vesting day.”

On April 1, Woking, Spelthorne, Guildford, Surrey Heath, Waverley and Runnymede borough councils will dissolve and be
merged with the western half of Surrey County Council to create West Surrey Council, which will be responsible for all
services in the area.
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Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

A Surrey Council’s enforcement against landlords
examined

20 August 2026

Private landlords have been hit with almost £75,000 in fines over the past two years by Reigate and Banstead Borough
Council.

The figures were presented following questions over levels of enforcement in the borough and comes after the
government announced new powers allowing local authorities to fine landlords up to £7,000 if their rented properties
were found to have serious hazards.

Other tools available include the ability to issue fines up to £40,000 for illegal evictions or multi-occupancy breaches - as
was the case in May this year when the council secured a fine of £9,000.

There, environmental health officers found a Horley landlord had been renting their flat to vulnerable elderly individuals
without appropriate fire measures - and evicting them when they complained about safety measures.

The totals were made public after questions from Councillor Neha Boghani (Green Party: Horley East and Salfords).

She asked the July 22 meeting of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council what level of enforcement the council had been
taking against private landlords, how many civil penalties had been issued, and the total revenue recovered.

Councillor Kate Fairhurst, portfolio holder for place, planning and regulatory services, said: “In the financial year 24/25
the team issued 17 civil financial penalties, the total value was £51,964.

“The final value includes adjustments after an appeal. The value of recovered in £43,456. With regards to the outstanding
debt, this mostly relates to one case and debt recovery proceedings have been issued and a county court judgement
applied for. For the financial year 25/26 the team issued seven penalties with a total value of £30,515. So far £14,015 has
been recovered.

“Two cases have appeals in process so they are not yet fully settled and a third case has debt recovery proceedings
initialed and a county court judgement applied for.”

The council has said it welcomed the introduction of the Renter’s Rights Act and would use it to combat unscrupulous and
negligent practices.

Councillor Kate Fairhurst said of it: “The Renters’ Rights Act 2025 is bringing in new rights and responsibilities for
landlords, letting agents and tenants. It is essential that landlords are compliant with the new law.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Big spending must be approved by new Councils
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from now

20 August 2026

Major financial decisions across Surrey must now be taken by the newly formed councils - despite the fact they will not
take over for almost a year.

Elections held in May voted in two new authorities, East and West Surrey. In April 2027 they will take over the running of
public services in the county, and all existing councils will be dissolved.

As part of the process the Government has written to the outgoing bodies to say key monetary decisions now need to be
approved by the incoming authorities.

This means land sales or contracts over £100,000 must be kicked up the ladder - as well as capital contracts of more than
£1m. It also covers staff contracts.

The order covers Surrey County Council and all the boroughs and districts except for Woking and Spelthorne as they are
under the control of Government appointed commissioners due to the state of their finances and need to rapidly improve
bottom lines to reduce the huge debt West Surrey will be lumbered with.

The Secretary of State for the Ministry of Housing, Communities, and Local Government, said East and West Surrey
should have a say on agreements to be entered to ensure they were in the best interests of the new councils or the
residents of the areas they serve.

It would also ensure that any agreements do not undermine or diminish the anticipated benefits or savings as a result of
unitarisation or have an effect on the financial position of the new councils.

In practice the old councils have already been operating under this model with the understanding that it would be
formalised.

East and West Surrey Councils are expected to publish reports in the next few days that include recommendations into
how services across two bodies will be run from next year.

These will come to their respective shadow executives on July 20 and 21 for approval.
Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Ministry of Housing, Communities, and Local Government (image Google)

House extension fees relief coming to Surrey?

20 August 2026

News that the Government could end the controversial house-extension taxes that slapped Waverley homeowners with
huge fines or even the prospect of jail has been welcomed.

The Community Infrastructure Levy was first introduced in 2010 to enable councils to fund projects such as new schools,
green spaces and health facilities. The idea was to balance the impact that new developments had on existing
communities.

In 2014, exemptions for people building their own homes or smaller extensions were introduced. However, these had to
be applied for in advance, creating a ticking time bomb for residents caught out in a labyrinth of paperwork.

It soon became clear that some householders were slipping through the cracks, creating inadvertent or unintentional
charges despite qualifying for exemptions. This left them facing huge and unexpected bills, with many Waverley residents
directly impacted.
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The Government has now said it will look to change the system and launch a consultation in due course. This has been
welcomed by action groups and politicians alike. However, until that becomes law, Waverley Borough Council remains
bound by the existing system.

For example, liability notices, where a charge is placed against a property, still cannot be lifted. Any changes will have to
wait until the Government adopts its new policy.

In a statement following the Government’s announcement, Waverley Borough Council recognised the difficulties some
homeowners had faced and said it had written to Ministers highlighting concerns.

Councillor Liz Townsend, Waverley Borough Council’s portfolio holder for planning, said that while the announcement laid
out a path forward, there were still limits on what the authority was able to do.

The law still prevents councils from repaying money collected in CIL charges from the so-called CIL pot. Any payment
must instead come from general funds, at either the taxpayers’ expense or a cost to services. Equally, while the
Government has said it will consult on reform, no dates have been set.

Cllr Townsend said: “We still cannot refund CIL from the CIL pot. We have always been clear that we couldn’t refund from
the CIL pot; it will be from the general fund under discretionary review.

“That’s what we’ve already done and we’ve already made a payment, and that was where that was from. It hasn’t
changed, as we could make ex-gratia payments under exceptional circumstances.

“Removal of liability notices still can’t be done, and that is so critical for our residents. It’s currently black and white at
the moment and we can’t use our discretion. It’s desperately important for residents that this is resolved. That needs to be
done through an Act of Parliament.

“The consultation is very welcome. Hopefully it will put things right. We’ve been lobbying the Government for this; it
desperately needs to be changed. It’s too inflexible in its current state. We hope there are fundamental changes to
housebuilder and self-builds.”

CIL is a set charge on most new developments of 100 square metres or more, as well as on new dwellings of any size. It
applies only in areas where a local authority has consulted on and approved a charging schedule setting out its levy rates,
and has published that on its website.

It was adopted by Waverley Borough Council on October 31, 2018, and implemented on March 1, 2019.

The Government is now looking to change the system “to ensure that these issues do not arise again in the future -
recognising the need to improve the operation of the CIL regime going forwards”.

Its aim is to make CIL clearer and more proportionate for householders and self-builders.

Matthew Pennycook, Minister of State for Housing and Planning, said: “We are confident that these proposed changes will
ensure that householders and self-builders who would otherwise be eligible for a CIL exemption are not faced with
unexpected liability charges as a result of procedural errors in future.

“We are working to publish the consultation as soon as possible.”

Waverley’s Conservative opposition group has called for the council to go a step further and be proactive in making
compensation payments from its general fund to those caught out by administrative errors.

Councillor Jane Austin, leader of the Waverley Conservative Group, said: “This is an important moment for residents hit by
huge bills for self-builds and home extensions.

“Government has now confirmed councils are not powerless. Authorities retain discretion over enforcement and may
consider ex-gratia compensation in exceptional cases. Let us get on with delivering justice for those hit - no more
excuses.”

CIL campaigners described the process to get here as long, challenging and emotionally draining. They said they felt
vindicated by the Government’s acknowledgement of the injustice and added: “What has seemed on many occasions
impossible has today been made possible.”

A statement from the group said: “After a long, challenging and emotionally draining campaign, the victims of
disproportionate Community Infrastructure Levy charges have finally been heard.

“The Government has now acknowledged the injustice faced by homeowners who have been subjected to substantial CIL
liabilities as a result of procedural or administrative errors while simply seeking to improve their homes.”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Related reports:

Waverley not waiving planning fees spark protests

Planning a house extension in Epsom and Ewell? A hard lesson from Waverley

Ministry of Housing, Communities, and Local Government (image Google)

Link road to Leatherhead recycling centre
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The critical link road to Leatherhead Recycling Centre is likely to be subjected to weeks of “inevitable” disruption while
“long awaited” repairs take place.

It comes as the costs more than double as the details of all the work needed to fix the pothole-filled road, that has seen a
spike in the number of insurance claims and complaints, became clear.

The original budget had been just over £300,000, Mole Valley District Council’s June cabinet heard, but that has now
leapt to £700,000.

The road is owned by the district council with third party access rights to Surrey County Council and Thames Water -
which Mole Valley expects will help with the costs.

The county council has already agreed but Thames Water has yet to make its decision.

The project, will widen the road to allow for easier movement, a full resurface, and improved drainage to stop problems
with standing water that plague the road.

Councillor Keira Vyvyan-Robinson (Liberal Democrat: Leatherhead North) said: “Everyone who uses the recycling centre
will be fully aware of the condition of the road, largely caused by the heavy use by heavy vehicles, but the result is that
there are significant potholes, often standing water and the result of that is an increased number of insurance claims and
complaints.”

She added: “It’s an investment that I hope residents across Mole Valley will welcome.”
It is likely that any work carried out will be done by Surrey Highways before the end of the financial year.

It is expected to last for six to eight weeks - with a traffic management plan, understood to be temporary traffic lights in
place while it is carried out, once given full council approval.

Cllr Keira Vyvyan-Robinson: “Given the very poor state of the road, given the increasing complaints, the recommendations
(which will still need to be approved by council) is to proceed.

“It is inevitable that there will probably be a certain level of disruption.”

Cllr Andrew Matthews (Liberal Democrat: Bookham East and Eastwick) Park said: “It’s been long awaited, it’s going to
make the access road up and down to the tip but also for the other users of that road, much safer and easier. ”

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter
Related reports:
Leatherhead ruined recycling road repair

North Leatherhead Access Road (image Google)

Late hour Epsom kebab decision gets a grilling

20 August 2026
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Fans of late-night burgers, kebabs, and wraps are in for a treat after the Epsom Grill was given permission to extend its
opening hours. The hot food takeaway in Waterloo Road, between High Street and Epsom Railway Station, can currently
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keep cooking until 2am to close at 2:30am at weekends. On Monday to Thursday it can serve until 1am, and on Sundays
this is brought back to midnight.

Now, following a January licensing application that granted the extension, and a ‘Pythonesque’ planning meeting where
Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillors almost voted against its own decision - those hours are to be extended.

The grill originally applied to allow service and closure until 4am, with all remaining days unchanged, but this was revised
to 3am on weekends, subject to a condition requiring security door staff until 3:30am.

It then went to planning to be confirmed.

Councillor Robert Leach (Residents Associations of Epsom and Ewell: Nonsuch Ward) told the May, Thursday 28
planning committee. “This area is next to a railway station that has two lines going up to London. Every few minutes 300
tons of metal storms through Epsom station creating socking great sound and we’re worried about the disturbance from a
few people sitting in a grill eating burgers? I mean this is something straight out of Monty Python. I don’t see why we
have any restrictions on any hours at all.

“Frankly, if someone wants to eat a burger at 3 o’clock in the morning and Epsom Grill is prepared to stay open and cook
them, I mean, why should anybody stop them?”

The meeting, and subsequent vote, went back and forth; between those who thought the matter had already been decided
at licensing and that the planning decision was a formality, and those who wanted to reopen the debate.

Cllr Jan Mason (Residents Associations of Epsom and Ewell: Ruxley Ward) said: “It’s far too late, three. I think what the
police are saying must be from past experience and my own experience of it all. I feel that that time is far too late, they’ll
all be as drunk as lords. They will cook to three, it wont be four until they get out and people live here. They live in flats in
Station Approach.

“Surely they want a decent night’s sleep and I think four o’clock is ridiculous. So as far as I'm concerned, I agree with the
police.”

Opponents pushed to reject the plan, only for the motion to fail by one vote.

It left the officer recommendation to approve as the sole option remaining - which only passed after the chair’s deciding
vote.

Cllr James Lawrence (Independents Group: College Ward) said: “We’re at risk of duplicating the debates that happened
at licensing and came to a decision.”

He added: “We have case law in front of us that says...you need to have a really good reason why we are going go against
a decision that we just made at our licensing (committee) and why you think it will hold up against a judge’s decision
that’s just been made a few months ago.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Surrey’s Conservative leaders in Opposition

20 August 2026

The Conservative opposition groups at the newly formed East and West Surrey Councils have announced their new
leaders.

The party will be playing an unaccustomed role on the new councils having led Surrey since its inception - including
holding the highest offices during the two spells it was under no overall control.

The Liberal Democrats, who won May’s local elections, have yet to announce who will lead the the two councils after big
wins last week - however leaders will be decided after new authorities first meet over May 20 and 21.
In West Surrey the Lib Dems won 56 seats to the Conservatives’ 20, with Reform picking up nine, and independent and
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residents groups rounding out the council.

In East Surrey the Lib Dems took 40 seats to the Conservatives’ 10, with the Green Party coming in third on eight. Reform
UK and independents fill the remaining seats.

What we now know though is that the opposition at West Surrey will be led by current Waverley Borough Councillor Jane
Austin, while Runnymede and Surrey County Councillor Jonathan Hulley will serve as her deputy.

Over in East Surrey the Conservatives have selected David Lewis, the current portfolio holder for finance at Surrey
County Council, as its next group leader, with Reigate and Banstead’s Cllr James King as deputy.

Cllr Austin was first elected on to the borough in 2023. At last week’s West Surrey election she comfortably won her
Waverley Eastern Villages Ward seat with 3,359 votes.

Cllr Hulley was first elected on to Runnymede Borough Council in 2019 and has served one term at county hall.

Cllr Lewis has served at Surrey since 2021 and won his new seat of Cobham and Oxshott South on East Surrey with 2,855
votes.

Cllr Austin, who trained as a chartered surveyor before becoming involved in politics, has lived in Bramley for 13 years
and has four children, said: “Collectively, we are an impressive and experienced team, united by a commitment to stand
up for Surrey residents.

“We will work together to hold the decisions of the incoming administration to account, provide strong local leadership,
champion our communities, and help shape the new West Surrey Council so it genuinely delivers for the people we serve.”

Cllr Lewis, who has 39 years’'management experience in the oil industry and is the chair of Stoke d’Abernon Charities,
said: “We will work together during this first transition year to ensure that the new East Surrey Council is established
with strong foundations to enable it to deliver the services that our residents require.”

Chris Caulfield LDRS

Photos: Cllrs Jane Austin and David Lewis will lead the Conservative groups at West and East Surrey Councils (image
UGC
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