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5th December 2024
Community Education Health

Call to address mental health of health workers

4 December 2024

Only a system-wide overhaul of the NHS that invests in staff wellbeing can address the psychological ill-health crisis amongst
healthcare workers, according to research led by the University of Surrey in … Read More

Environment News

Surrey academic to lead plastic pollution fight

4 December 2024

Tackling the plastic pollution crisis: Legislation must evolve to address challenges for our climate, ecosystems and human health 
Urgent legislative action is needed to stop the imminent threats of environmental … Read More

Health Local History Volunteers

Surrey History Centre throws light on Epsom’s hospitals

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/5th-december-2024
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/education
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/health
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/call-to-address-mental-health-of-health-workers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/call-to-address-mental-health-of-health-workers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/call-to-address-mental-health-of-health-workers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/call-to-address-mental-health-of-health-workers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-academic-to-lead-plastic-pollution-fight
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-academic-to-lead-plastic-pollution-fight
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-academic-to-lead-plastic-pollution-fight
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-academic-to-lead-plastic-pollution-fight
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/health
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/borough-history
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-history-centre-throws-light-on-epsoms-hospitals


20th November 2025 Weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

4 December 2024

Epsom Surrey had more mental hospitals than most English counties and, at Surrey History Centre, we are justly proud of the
quantity and quality of surviving records we hold. These … Read More

News Transport

Epsom and Ewell to be served by publicly owned trains

4 December 2024

The government has announced that South Western Railway (SWR), which serves commuters from Epsom, Ewell West, Stoneleigh
and Worcester Park to London Waterloo, will be the first train operator to … Read More

Arts Culture

Lucy Porter Returns to Her Roots with “No Regrets” at Epsom
Playhouse

3 December 2024

Epsom Playhouse is set to welcome one of comedy’s most beloved figures, Lucy Porter, on 18th January 2025, as part of her
nationwide tour with the brand-new show No Regrets. … Read More

Council Education
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Surrey schools not out for so long in summer?

2 December 2024

Surrey County Council is looking at possible changes to school holidays.  A consultation has been launched on whether the county
council should switch to a two-week half term break in … Read More

Council Housing Planning

Local Plan lessons from our neighbour?

2 December 2024

“Four more years?” is the resounding cry after a Surrey council has been moved back to square one with its plan for 8,000 new
homes, potentially at a cost of … Read More

Community Education Volunteers

Epsom  Teen  Selected  as  Duke  of  Edinburgh’s  Award  Youth
Ambassador

2 December 2024

A young woman from Epsom is amplifying young people’s voices after being chosen as a UK Youth Ambassador for The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award (DofE). Kalina Hristova, 17, joins a … Read More
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Rugby Sports

Epsom rugby scrape a point lead over Gravesend

2 December 2024

Gravesend 22 Sutton & Epsom RFC 23. Saturday 30th November. Sutton and Epsom RFC visited Gravesend RFC in October last
season at the height of the high tackle hysteria. In … Read More

Community Council Finances

Ewell village set to improve

2 December 2024

Earlier this month Epsom and Ewell Borough councillors met to agree their contribution of £1.25m Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL) funding toward the Ewell Village improvement project. This funding will match … Read More

Business

The Essential Guide to Maintaining Clean Carpets and Upholstery
in Woking

30 November 2024

Sponsored article: Maintaining a clean and inviting home is a priority for every homeowner. Among the most overlooked aspects
of cleanliness are carpets and upholstery, which, if left unattended, can … Read More
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News Transport

Broad Gauges New Train Set to Serve Epsom

28 November 2024

Residents of Epsom will soon benefit from South Western Railway’s (SWR) latest investment in modern rail travel as the new
Arterio trains, officially launched this week, are set to roll … Read More

Council Finances

What cuts to Surrey County Council services are you prepared for?

28 November 2024

Surrey County Council has unveiled its draft budget for the upcoming financial year and is calling on residents to share their
views through a public consultation. As councils nationwide grapple … Read More

Business Education Health

X-Ray vision wins Surrey Uni “spin-off” a prize

28 November 2024

Silveray, the digital X-ray film company and Surrey spinout, wins coveted Institute of Physics award with a new approach to X-ray
imaging  Innovation in X-ray technology could be key to … Read More
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Council Education News

Epsom SEND case highlights a national problem

28 November 2024

A shocking case of systemic failure by Surrey County Council (SCC) has brought renewed attention to the challenges faced by
families of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). … Read More

Housing News

Is a Isa the answer to Epsom’s high house prices?

28 November 2024

With the five-year anniversary of the Help to Buy ISA closure approaching, a fresh analysis has revealed how Epsom and Ewell
compares to other Surrey boroughs in benefiting from this … Read More

Council Environment

Fly-tipping bags and BB gun shots close Bagshot recycle centre

28 November 2024

Bagshot community recycling centre will close in an effort to protect  staff from being threatened with violence, Surrey County
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Council has said. The depot has been plagued with issues for years … Read More

Council Local History News

Epsom & Ewell’s local history museum to be born again?

28 November 2024

Bourne Hall Museum in Ewell, a cherished repository of local history, faces an uncertain future as its esteemed curator, Jeremy
Harte, prepares for retirement in March 2025 after 35 years … Read More

Arts Culture

Epsom Choral Society’s Verdi Requiem reviewed

28 November 2024

I will never forget the first time I heard Verdi’s Requiem.  That crashing wall of sound that was the Dies Irae filled me with fear
and awe.  It seemed as … Read More

Surrey  History  Centre  throws  light  on  Epsom’s
hospitals
Epsom Surrey had more mental hospitals than most English counties and, at Surrey History Centre, we are justly proud of the
quantity and quality of surviving records we hold. These range from the early private asylums of the late eighteenth century
through to the county asylums of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Many of these records were rescued by our archivists when the institutions were closed down in the 1990s, and they include the
records of some of the ‘Epsom Cluster’ of hospitals. In 1896 the newly created London County Council, faced with the need to
provide for huge numbers of the mentally ill, purchased the Horton Manor estate at Epsom and built five large hospitals. The
Manor opened in 1899; Horton in 1902; Ewell Epileptic Colony, later St Ebba’s, in 1904; Long Grove in 1907; and West Park in
1924.

Among the extensive archive of The Manor hospital at Surrey History Centre is a wonderful collection of glass plate negatives of
individual male and female patients dating back to 1899. The patients were photographed on admission to the hospital and many
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who recovered after treatment were often photographed again on discharge, showing a marked improvement in their demeanour.

These glass plates had been languishing in our strong rooms so, earlier this year, we started creating digital positive copies of
some of the plates that are over one hundred years old. Once digitised, the images were identified by matching them to the
photographic prints in the Manor Hospital patient case books. Sadly a few of the case books had not survived, so a number of
images remained unidentified, but more of this later. Thanks to our volunteer, Brenda, we have now successfully digitised over
500 images which can be viewed by researchers in our searchroom. The names of the patients whose photographs have been
identified are also available on our online catalogue.

This digitisation project was actually prompted by the work of the Epsom based Friends of Horton Cemetery. Their Out of
Sight, Out of Mind project explores and commemorates the lives of some of the 9,000 Epsom Cluster patients buried in unmarked
graves in the disused cemetery. More information about this fascinating project can be found on the Horton Cemetery website.

This has truly been a collaborative undertaking. Also working in partnership with Surrey History Centre and the Friends of
Horton Cemetery is multimedia artist and medic, Dr Eric Fong. His work spans film, photography, sculpture, and installation,
often exploring themes of the body, identity, and vulnerability. His moving and haunting Cyanotype Apparitions exhibition, using
some of the Manor Hospital patient glass slides, won the London Independent Film Awards’ Best Experimental Short October
2024 award.

And here’s a fitting postscript: last month saw the recovery of one of the long-lost Manor Hospital patient case books, filling an
important gap in the hospital’s record collection at Surrey History Centre. Discovered in an attic, this remarkable volume,
spanning May 1900 to July 1901, records the medical histories of 250 women, complete with their personal details and poignant
photographic portraits. And importantly, it has allowed us to identify some more of the unnamed glass plate images.

For more news from Surrey History Centre – read more here.

Image: glass plate negative of Caroline Appleton and William Smith

Surrey History Centre

Related reports:

Attic find fills gap in Epsom local asylum history

Portraits of pauper patients in Epsom’s Horton Cemetery, inspires artist

Petition to reclaim Horton Cemetery from property speculator

Epsom Teen Selected as Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Youth Ambassador
A young woman from Epsom is amplifying young people’s voices after being chosen as a UK Youth Ambassador for The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award (DofE).

Kalina Hristova, 17, joins a select group of 35 DofE Award holders aged 16-24 from across the UK. These Youth Ambassadors will
advocate for young people by sharing their insights on key issues, speaking at events, meeting decision-makers in Parliament, and
contributing to the DofE charity’s direction.

Originally from Bulgaria, Kalina has lived in the UK for ten years and credits the DofE with helping her socially. She began her
DofE journey at the Silver level when she joined a new school, finding it a great way to meet people outside her classes.

Kalina said:
“Starting a new school in Year 10 is quite daunting, so I joined DofE to make new friends and learn new skills. I’m glad I did, as
I’ve met some of my best friends through DofE, and I’ve been able to dedicate my time to something I want to achieve.”

For her Volunteering section, Kalina coached netball, leading sessions for younger students, running drills, and planning fun
games. This not only improved the students’ skills but also enhanced Kalina’s communication abilities.

For her Physical section, she focused on fitness, tracking her progress through her Apple Watch. An avid sportswoman, she joined
a gym to start weightlifting. “Sometimes I found it a bit intimidating, as it can be a male-dominated environment, but the more I
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progressed, the easier it became,” Kalina added.

She also participated in the London Vitality 10K race, raising awareness and funds for the DofE. “I would never have run a
distance like this if not for the DofE. I was not a runner before, but with all the work I put in for my Physical section, I knew I
could do it,” she said.

As part of her Gold Volunteering, Kalina became her school’s DofE ambassador, supporting Bronze and Silver participants,
organising expeditions, and teaching skills like map reading and food planning.

For her Residential section, Kalina attended a three-week summer programme in Pennsylvania called Leadership in the Business
World, which inspired her to consider studying Economics or Finance at university. “DofE has been so much fun, and it’s way
more than just an Expedition. I applied to be a Youth Ambassador to apply the skills I’ve learned through DofE to the real world,”
she explained.

Empowering Young Leaders
Funded by The Gosling Foundation, the Youth Ambassador programme places young people at the heart of shaping the DofE’s
work.  Ambassadors  have met  Ministers,  spoken at  high-profile  events,  represented the DofE at  international  forums,  and
influenced key decisions across the charity.

Ashley Williams, UK Youth Engagement Manager at The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, said: “Kalina is one of many young
people who have achieved incredible things through their DofE. As a charity, we’re determined to put young people at the heart
of everything we do and give them opportunities to make a positive impact on the issues they care about.”

“It’s not an easy time to be a young person, with the after-effects of the pandemic and the cost-of-living crisis. Opportunities like
the DofE allow young people to have fun, grow in resilience and self-belief, and develop vital skills they can’t always get in the
classroom.”

Young people aged 14-24 who participate in the DofE choose activities in four sections: Physical, Skills, Volunteering, and
Expedition. Along the way, they gain confidence, discover new talents, and work toward a highly respected award.

The Essential Guide to Maintaining Clean Carpets and
Upholstery in Woking
Sponsored article: Maintaining a clean and inviting home is a priority for every homeowner. Among the most overlooked aspects
of cleanliness are carpets and upholstery, which, if left unattended, can accumulate dirt, allergens, and stains over time. For
residents of Woking, finding reliable carpet and upholstery cleaning services is key to ensuring your home remains a sanctuary. In
this article, we’ll explore the importance of regular cleaning, practical tips, and professional solutions to help you keep your
carpets and upholstery in pristine condition.

Why Regular Cleaning Matters
Your carpets and upholstery are subjected to daily wear and tear, whether from foot traffic, spills, or pet accidents. Over time,
these materials can trap dust, bacteria, and allergens, which can negatively impact indoor air quality and trigger allergies or
respiratory issues. Regular cleaning not only prolongs the life of these furnishings but also ensures a healthier living environment
for your family.

Signs Your Carpets and Upholstery Need Professional Attention
While routine vacuuming and spot-cleaning are essential, there are clear indicators that your carpets and upholstery need expert
care:

Persistent Stains: Stubborn marks from coffee, wine, or ink often require specialized treatments to remove without
damaging the fibers.
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Unpleasant Odors: Lingering smells can indicate deeply embedded dirt or mildew.

Fading Colors: A dull appearance is a sign of accumulated grime and wear.

Allergy Symptoms: Frequent sneezing, itchy eyes, or a runny nose indoors could be caused by allergens hiding in
your soft furnishings.

Professional Carpet Cleaning in Woking
For residents looking for high-quality Carpet Cleaning Woking services, enlisting a trusted provider is the best solution. Expert
cleaners use advanced techniques like hot water extraction, dry cleaning, and stain removal to restore carpets to their original
beauty. Not only do they tackle visible dirt, but they also eliminate deep-seated bacteria and allergens.

Don’t Overlook Upholstery Cleaning
Your sofas, armchairs, and other upholstered furniture also deserve attention. Regular professional cleaning can preserve their
texture  and appearance,  preventing  premature  wear.  Companies  specializing  in  Sofa Cleaning Woking  and  Upholstery
Cleaning Woking  offer tailored solutions for different fabric types.  From delicate silk to durable microfiber,  professional
cleaners ensure the process is safe and effective.

DIY Tips to Maintain Cleanliness Between Professional Services
While professional cleaning provides a deep refresh, here are some DIY steps you can take to maintain cleanliness:

Vacuum Regularly: Use a vacuum with a HEPA filter to remove surface dust and debris.1.

Address Spills Immediately: Blot (don’t rub) spills with a clean cloth and apply a gentle cleaning solution.2.

Rotate Furniture: Prevent uneven wear by changing the position of rugs and furniture periodically.3.

Use Protective Covers: For high-traffic areas, covers can shield your upholstery and carpets from dirt and stains.4.

Why Choose Professional Cleaning Services in Woking
Professional cleaners combine expertise with cutting-edge equipment to deliver exceptional results. Whether it’s your carpets or
upholstery, services in Woking provide customized solutions to suit your needs. With eco-friendly cleaning agents and meticulous
attention to detail, they ensure a hassle-free experience and a fresher home environment.

Conclusion
Carpets  and  upholstery  are  significant  investments  that  deserve  regular  care.  By  combining  routine  maintenance  with
professional services, you can enhance your home’s appearance and promote a healthier living space. Don’t wait for stains and
odors to become a problem—schedule a professional cleaning today and enjoy the benefits of a spotless, inviting home.
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Epsom Choral Society’s Verdi Requiem reviewed
I will never forget the first time I heard Verdi’s Requiem.  That crashing wall of sound that was the Dies Irae filled me with fear
and awe.  It seemed as if the mouth of hell had been opened and nothing could stop the all-consuming fire.  And here on offer
from Epsom Choral Society is this mighty work, accompanied by only five instruments.  Would it work?  I couldn’t wait to find
out.

The choir started off solemnly setting the scene.  Their warm-hearted singing incorporated a range of colours – from a luminous
‘et lux perpetua’ to a firmness of purpose in ‘te decet hymnus’.  The four soloists also made an impressive appearance with their
fugal ‘Kyrie’.

Then came the ‘Dies Irae’.  Such was the spirit of the choir as they hurled their phrases at us that it was hard to believe there
were not twice the number of singers on stage. This was fearless and exciting singing.  With alternating timpani and bass drum
replicating the original scoring, we were wholly immersed in fire and brimstone. 

In addition to the high octane ‘Dies Irae’, the choir is given other saner but even more challenging fare, such as the fugue for 2
choirs in ‘Sanctus’.  Here, ECS was nimble and assured, keeping the texture light, transparent and a joy to listen to.  The
concluding movement ‘Libera me’ is a balancing companion to the ‘Sanctus’, demanding equally tight control to prevent any
section from charging off the rails.  Such hair raising moments showed the true mettle of ECS in their ability to conquer details,
keep a clear head and ride the storm.

What a fabulous quartet of fine young soloists. All performed magnificently and immeasurably added to the enjoyment of the
evening.  There were simply too many superlative moments, the following being a cruelly curtailed list.

Soprano Elisabeth Findon‘s impassioned singing during the concluding ‘Libera me’ was a highlight of the evening.  Her high Bb
near the end – a true pianississimo (pppp) – floated above a muted chorus;  it was translucent and sublime and a moment to
remember.   ‘Quid sum miser’ was exquisitely sung by mezzo Judy Louie Brown.  It was accompanied by the marimba – an
unexpectedly  successful  substitute  for  solo  bassoon  in  the  original  score,  and  especially  notable  this  evening  for  both
percussionists duetting on the one instrument!

John Findon is a commanding tenor. He was majestic in the opening of the ‘Kyrie’, and tenderly sensuous in ‘Qui Mariam’.  Mark
Nathan‘s cantabile bass solo ‘Voca me’ showed off Verdi’s song-writing skill at its most natural and beautiful.  And whenever the
four of them joined forces to sing as an ensemble, at times a cappella, they always added colour, sparkle and emotion to the
drama.  I came out from the concert knowing that the haunting ‘Lacrymosa’ will be my Ohrwurm for weeks to come.

Verdi’s Requiem is universally adored.  That this wonderful work can be accessible to local choirs with smaller forces at their
disposal  is  thanks  to  Berlin  musician,  Michael  Betzner-Brandt,  who  has  miraculously  reduced  the  massed  orchestral
requirements to an ingenious chamber ensemble of piano, horn, double bass, marimba (plus big bass drum) and timpani.  Yes,
there are moments that are hard to replicate, such as the antiphonal trumpets in the ‘Tuba mirum’, but they are a very small price
to pay for what has been gained.

Lynda Chang

Related reporr:

Epsom born baritone to bring requiem to life

28th November 2024
News Policing

Surrey Taxpayers Face Policing Squeeze Amid Funding ‘Postcode
Lottery’
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26 November 2024

The “post-code lottery” of police funding could force residents to shoulder more of the burden, according to Surrey Police and
Crime Commissioner (PCC) Lisa Townsend. The PCC said she fears … Read More

Community News Volunteers

Epsom and Ewell Talking Newspaper talks about 50 years

26 November 2024

“I feel we are here today to pay homage to those good people who 50 years ago, established this splendid Charity and all those
who have contributed ever since. On … Read More

Arts Culture Local History

Epsom  historian  and  the  Frenchman  who  trained  the  British
armies that  defeated Napoleon

26 November 2024

The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst has seen a lot of famous faces over the years. Several members of the Royal Family have
attended the Academy. Sir Winston Churchill graduated in … Read More

Arts Council Culture
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Dorking Halls to reopen after upgrade

26 November 2024

UPDATED par 3 to show work is being done in two parts and £11m cost is split over 2 years ADDED line at end to show what the
second phase … Read More

Education News

Surrey strategist secures stardom in Space Science

25 November 2024

Renowned astrophysicist Professor Adam Amara, Director of Space Strategy and Head of the School of Mathematics and Physics
at the University of Surrey, has been appointed as the UK Space Agency’s … Read More

Community Sports

Worcester Park’s path to a healthier and safer life

25 November 2024

Hapkido: Master Sung’s Dojang in Worcester Park and New Malden – More Than Martial Arts, It’s a Path to a Healthier, Safer
Life. The quest for personal safety has become … Read More
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Health Letters News Transport

Planning buses not missing them says Epsom’s MP

24 November 2024

Dear Editor, Thank you to Stuart Gosling for his contribution and for highlighting the important issue of transport links in relation
to the new hospital development. Has Epsom’s new MP … Read More

Community Education

Ashtead school opens hearts to child refugees

22 November 2024

Christmas cheer filled the halls of City of London Freeman’s School (CLFS) as over 90 guests, pupils, staff, and friends from the
Refugee Buddy Club gathered for a heartwarming Seasonal … Read More

Council Housing Planning

Epsom and Ewell’s Draft Local Plan goes to Full Council

21 November 2024

The Licensing and Planning Policy Committee (LPPC) of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council met on 20th November 2024 to
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consider the draft Regulation 19 Local Plan amid a storm of … Read More

Business Education News

The real world visits the virtual world at Ewell’s NESCOT

21 November 2024

Principals and teachers from across the world visited Nescot (North East Surrey College of Technology) College in Ewell, Surrey
last week, to try out its brand-new virtual reality (VR) immersive … Read More

Council Finances

Sorry Surrey Borough for “shameful” past

21 November 2024

Woking Borough Council has apologised for the “shameful” behaviour of its past. The bankrupt council met last night to hear from
the authors of the long-awaited review into how the … Read More

Neutrality Council News

Epsom and Ewell Times annual neutrality audit

21 November 2024
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Epsom and Ewell Times Neutrality Council Annual Report. The unedited and full responses from members of the Neutrality
Council together with our response can be read HERE Introduction: The Epsom … Read More

Arts Culture

Music of mass creation in Epsom

21 November 2024

Two mass settings in the same concert – too much of the same thing or the starting point for a creative programme of music?
During his time as music director … Read More

Community Council

Surrey carers getting digital support

21 November 2024

Surrey County Council is rolling out additional support for tens of thousands of unpaid carers living in the county as part of a new
digital service.  At least 90,000 people in Surrey … Read More

Council Environment

Another solar power story – Leatherhead
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21 November 2024

A four-year fight to install solar panels in a Leatherhead car park has left those behind the green project both “disappointed and
very exited”. Mole Valley District Council declared a … Read More

Community Council News

Surrey’s focus on independent lives is “good”.

21 November 2024

Surrey County Council’s adult social care services have been rated as ‘good’ by a health watchdog – despite some inconsistencies.
In the local authority’s first ever overall rating, the Care … Read More

Council Elections

A poll on polling – Epsom and Ewell consults

21 November 2024

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council will launch a six-week consultation into proposed changes to the polling district and polling
places within the borough from 21 November 2024 to 2 January … Read More

Education Environment News

Surrey University Launches UN-Affiliated Centre to Tackle Climate
Change
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21 November 2024

Drastically improving the UK’s ability to address climate change is the grand challenge that the new United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR)-affiliated CIFAL centre at the University of … Read More

Environment News

Party divide on Surrey solar farm?

21 November 2024

Plans for a Surrey solar farm have been questioned as an MP has called for the government to look again at the “nationally
significant” decision. Jeremy Hunt, MP for Godalming … Read More

News Transport

£12 million bus boost for Surrey

21 November 2024

Surrey County Council has been allocated £12,074,800 from the Department for Transport, to further improve and protect local
buses.   The council will work with bus operators to allocate the … Read More

Epsom and Ewell  Talking Newspaper talks about 50
years
“I feel we are here today to pay homage to those good people who 50 years ago, established this splendid Charity and all those
who have contributed ever since. On behalf of all the visually impaired Listeners over the past fifty years, I send a huge thank you
to the Founders of Epsom & Ewell Talking Newspaper – EETN – and the multitude of Volunteers who have kept the free service
operational for over half a century.’’ With these words, Judy Sarssam the present Chairwoman of EETN, welcomed the Worshipful
Mayor of Epsom and Ewell (Charity’s President) Councillor Steve Bridger along with forty Volunteers and guests, to celebrate its
Golden Anniversary on Thursday 21st November.

‘Our Volunteers are the shining stars,’ Judy continued, ‘because without them there would not be an Epsom & Ewell Talking
Newspaper, whose function today is as valid as it was fifty years ago.’ Judy, herself visually impaired, went on to explain the
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importance of keeping visually impaired people feeling part of their community, as those with sight loss can so easily become
isolated. Although technology has advanced in leaps and bounds since the early recordings, Judy was keen to emphasize that in a
world now dominated by technology, isolation becomes more of an issue for those who are not technically adept.

During the celebration, messages of congratulations were read out, including from Mike Wood, President of The Talking News
Federation, who acknowledged that 50 years of providing this regular, interesting and friendly service, recording more than 2390
editions, showed commitment by Volunteers and Listeners alike. Lionel Blackman, Director of Epsom & Ewell Times, said he was
proud to be associated with EETN and was inspired by the dedication of its Volunteers. Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the
Community and Wellbeing Committee for Epsom & Ewell said when he visited EETN as Mayor and presented long service awards
to 15 Volunteers, he was impressed by the passion and hard work that goes into creating each edition.

Many of the Volunteers have been with the EETN for more than 10 years. Penny Dearing and Gwyneth Smith have been
associated with EETN almost from its inception. Gwyneth joined as a Reader and her distinctive voice was well loved and remains
melodic though Gwyneth is past her 90th birthday. She moved to Wales when COVID struck to join her family. A talented poet,
she had planned to come to the celebration and read her 50th Anniversary poem. Sadly she was snow-bound in Wales, but
emailed her wonderful poem which was read by MC of the day, James Dubois.

Following the messages from the many well-wishers, Penny Dearing, a former News Editor, Trustee/Committee member and
Reader, told us her pleasure at working with those early pioneers. The EETN travelled from being recorded in Volunteers’ homes
to a room in the Age Concern offices to a corridor at Swail House and eventually into a designated Studio at Swail House, which
was the first site in the UK, designed specifically for visually impaired residents. During Covid full circle was reached as once
more the EETN was temporarily recorded and produced in Volunteers’ homes until it was possible to return to the Studio once
more.

A montage of Volunteers past and present caught everyone’s eye, as they enjoyed the delicious anniversary cake which the Mayor
Councillor Steve Bridger ceremonially cut after making a generous speech in praise of the free EETN service. The celebration
provided a wonderful opportunity for Volunteers to share their pleasure in continuing to offer access to local news, entertainment
and information for the visually impaired people of Epsom and Ewell. Judy closed the event praising once more the special, hard-
working team of 2024.

EETN Golden Jubilee – Poem by Gwyneth Smith

For over thirty years it was my privilege and pleasure
To be one of the READERS and the memories I treasure.
When Covid lockdown was announced my son rushed down to Surrey
To take me back with him to Wales to save us all from worry.

Continuing injections for my macular condition
I’ve now become a LISTENER and welcome each edition.
When it arrives in yellow pouch, protected from the weather,
I’m grateful to the Post Office, and how much more to Heather.

Epsom born I did not leave until my ninetieth year
So Epsom news and local views I’m very pleased to hear.
The MAGAZINE has always been the choice of those who EDIT
The wide variety produced is greatly to their credit.

It gives the READERS much more scope for their interpretation
Verse old and new and humour too can be a revelation.
So well done all who have a share in making each RECORDING
I hope you find the jobs you do are suitably rewarding.

With SECRETARY, TREASURER and Judy in the CHAIR,
We’re led by a COMMITTEE and we thank them for their care.
So happy Golden Birthday TALKING NEWSPAPER we say.
Let’s give three cheers for fifty years and longer may you stay!

Gwyneth Smith, 2024

Photography by Steven McCormick.
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Epsom historian and the Frenchman who trained the
British armies that defeated Napoleon
The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst has seen a lot of famous faces over the years. Several members of the Royal Family have
attended the Academy. Sir  Winston Churchill  graduated in 1894,  Field Marshal  Montgomery in 1908.  The Academy is  so
respected that many countries send their military personnel there for training, making it one of the top military schools in the
world.

But, how much do we really know about the origins of Sandhurst?

Local author and historian Paul Le Messurier has been a resident of Epsom for several years now. His latest book, Founder of
Sandhurst, Maj-Gen John Le Marchant, tells the remarkable story of the British cavalry officer who started what has now become
one of this country’s great institutions.

John Gaspard Le Marchant (1766-1812) was a French-born British cavalry officer who rose to prominence despite starting from
humble beginnings. The son of a Guernsey father and a French mother, he joined the British Army at just 16. Through sheer skill
and determination, he rose to become one of the most distinguished cavalry officers of his generation.

Le Marchant’s first taste of active service came during the French Revolutionary Wars, where he served as a captain in a cavalry
unit during the ill-fated Flanders campaign. A skilled swordsman, it was here that he noticed that the British Army’s sword
training  was  seriously  lacking.  Determined  to  make  a  difference,  he  designed  a  new  cavalry  sabre,  wrote  manuals  on
swordsmanship, and took it upon himself to train cavalrymen across the country.

Even then, he was still not satisfied and set his sights on an even grander and more ambitious attempt at reform: improving the
overall standard and education of army officers.

Le Marchant’s idea for a military academy to professionally train army officers met with some initial resistance, but he eventually
won royal and political backing. In 1801, Parliament approved his plans and allocated a budget of £30,000. The Royal Military
College was established by Royal Warrant, initially based in High Wycombe and Marlow, with Le Marchant serving as its first
Lieutenant-Governor. The college would later move to its prestigious location at Sandhurst.

In 1811, Le Marchant joined the Duke of Wellington’s army in the Peninsular War against Napoleon’s forces, taking command of a
Heavy Cavalry brigade. He distinguished himself at the Battle of Salamanca, where he led one of the most successful cavalry
charges of the campaign. Sadly, Le Marchant was killed in action during the battle at the age of 46. A memorial was erected in his
honour at St. Paul’s Cathedral.

The Royal Military Academy’s motto today is ‘Serve to Lead,’ and that is exactly what Le Marchant did – both with the ground-
breaking reforms he introduced and his bold leadership on the battlefield. Despite his many achievements, Le Marchant remains
relatively unknown today. Paul Le Messurier’s engaging book seeks to change that, shedding light on the powerful and lasting
impact Le Marchant had on the British Army.

Royal Military Academy photo: Antony McCallum – https://www.wyrdlight.com

Ashtead school opens hearts to child refugees
Christmas cheer filled the halls of City of London Freeman’s School (CLFS) as over 90 guests, pupils, staff, and friends from the
Refugee Buddy Club gathered for a heartwarming Seasonal Celebration dinner. The event, held in partnership with the Epsom &
Ewell Refugee Network, celebrated friendship and marked the spirit of the festive season.

This joyful evening also highlighted the success of the Refugee Buddy Club, which has been running at CLFS for two years. The
club provides an invaluable space for refugee children and their families, offering not only practical support but also vital
friendship and connection. Students at CLFS are paired with refugee children as “buddies,” helping them with homework,
fostering confidence, and most importantly, creating genuine bonds.

“Many refugee children face challenges making friends at school and often experience isolation and bullying,” said Jo Sherring of

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-historian-and-the-frenchman-who-trained-the-british-armies-that-defeated-napoleon
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-historian-and-the-frenchman-who-trained-the-british-armies-that-defeated-napoleon
https://www.wyrdlight.com/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ashtead-school-opens-hearts-to-child-refugees
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Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network. “The Buddy Club is a safe and welcoming environment where these young people can form
meaningful relationships with peers who are eager to support them. The impact is profound.”

The Refugee Buddy Club also runs English classes for parents, making it a family-centered initiative. Transportation is provided to
ensure all families can attend, reflecting the school’s deep commitment to inclusivity. The programme supports families from
Afghanistan, Ukraine, Syria, and other conflict-affected countries.

The Seasonal Celebration dinner was a true testament to the power of  community,  showcasing how collective efforts can
transform lives. The Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network expressed their gratitude to CLFS for their unwavering dedication to
fostering hope and friendship among refugee families.

Epsom and Ewell Times annual neutrality audit
Epsom and Ewell Times Neutrality Council Annual Report.
The unedited and full responses from members of the Neutrality Council together with our response can be read HERE

Introduction: The Epsom and Ewell Times (EET) established the Neutrality Council to provide an independent assessment of its
political neutrality. The council consists of representatives from the main political affiliations. The following sections summarise
the contributions of each member.

Contribution from Robert Leach – Residents Association

Overall neutrality rating: 10/10.1.

Fair representation of political viewpoints: Yes.2.

Instances of bias: None noted.3.

Fair representation of Residents’ Associations: Yes.4.

Handling of controversial issues: “Well.”5.

Reporting quality: Moderate, with a noted lack of council item coverage and human interest stories.6.

Separation of opinion and news: Yes.7.

Coverage of local community issues: Fair, with potential for increased diversity.8.

Suggestions: Expand reporting to include information from other organizations and businesses.9.

Response from EET: We thank Robert for his detailed feedback and positive remarks regarding neutrality and representation.
We aim to address the need for more council coverage, human interest stories, and broader engagement with local organizations.

Contribution from Alison Kelly – Liberal Democrats

Neutrality rating: 9/10.1.

Fair representation of political viewpoints: Yes, with occasional gaps due to lack of comments from opposition.2.

Bias instances: None significant but noted balance could improve in regional coverage.3.

Handling of controversial issues: Factual and balanced.4.

Reporting quality: High, with engaging content like “Opinion Polls” and “The Strange Maths.”5.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-times-annual-neutrality-audit
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/annual-epsom-and-ewell-times-neutrality-audit
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Community engagement: Effective, with suggestions to include faith groups and increase coverage in the North6.
Borough.

Suggestions: Extend coverage to faith organizations like the Hook Road Islamic Centre.7.

Response from EET: We appreciate Alison’s thoughtful analysis and actionable suggestions, particularly regarding faith groups
and geographic coverage. These insights are invaluable as we expand our community engagement efforts.

Contribution from Mark Todd – Labour

Neutrality rating: 9/10.1.

Fair representation: Yes, with balanced representation of political viewpoints.2.

Instances of bias: None observed.3.

Coverage of controversial issues: Well-handled.4.

Reporting quality: Exceptional, especially on elections and green belt issues.5.

Community engagement: Effective and inclusive.6.

Suggestions: None; praised as an “amazing community newspaper.”7.

Response from EET: Mark’s praise for our coverage of elections and green belt issues is encouraging. We remain committed to
delivering high-quality reporting on critical community matters.

Contribution from Emma Ware – Conservative

Emma expressed dissatisfaction with the perceived bias toward the Liberal Democrats and anti-green belt campaigners. She cited
specific articles as examples of bias:

“Belted up on Green Belt” (15 January 2024): Allegedly one-sided with minimal counterarguments.1.

“Democracy at Work or Strange Mathematics” (July 2024): Criticized for unsupported assertions.2.

“Surrey Lib Dems Majority Tale on Thames Water” (July 2023): Lacked context, appeared biased.3.

“Local MP Comes to Our Defence” (September 2024): Claimed biased language.4.

“Epsom  Pensioners  Gather  Less  Winter  Fuel  Pay”  (30  September  2024):  Inappropriate  imagery  and5.
unsubstantiated quotes.

“Surrey Schools Kids Country Walk” (November 2024): Pejorative language. [Ed: This was a BBC report.]6.

“Epsom Town as a Safe Place to Live”: Exaggerated comparisons and unsupported assertions.7.

Response from EET: We regret Emma’s dissatisfaction and take her concerns seriously. While our intention is always to provide
balanced  reporting,  we  acknowledge  where  improvements  can  be  made,  such  as  ensuring  better  context  and  avoiding
inappropriate imagery. We remain open to constructive input and encourage diverse contributions from all community members.

Conclusion: The Neutrality Council has provided a diverse range of insights into the performance of the Epsom and Ewell Times
over the past year. While the majority view reflects favourably on our efforts, we recognise that there is always room for growth.
We thank each member for their time, dedication, and honest assessments.

As always, we welcome further feedback from our readers and the wider community. Transparency and accountability remain at
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the heart of everything we do.

The unedited and full responses from members of the Neutrality Council can be read HERE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/annual-epsom-and-ewell-times-neutrality-audit

