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11th July 2024
NEWS WESTMINSTER

Epsom and Ewell’s new MP and new Party

5 July 2024

The 2024 general election count for Epsom & Ewell was held last night at the Epsom Downs racecourse from 10pm to the early
hours today. This year’s election introduced new … READ MORE

EDITORIAL WESTMINSTER

Democracy at work? Or strange mathematics?

5 July 2024

For the first time in its history as a Parliamentary constituency Epsom and Ewell has a Member of Parliament who is not a
Conservative. Undoubtedly the events, personalities and circumstances … READ MORE

ARTS LOCAL HISTORY

Surrey author tells story of Luftwaffe uncle

9 July 2024

Surrey-based author Matt Graydon brings a powerful new perspective on World War II with his latest novel, Leaving Fatherland.
Drawing from real-life family events, Graydon takes readers on a journey … READ MORE

HEALTH NEWS
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Teen suicide risk underestimated by CAMHs

9 July 2024

An “underestimation” of suicide risk and significant mental health ‘failings’ contributed to the death of a vulnerable teenager, a
Senior Coroner has found. Locket Williams, described by their family as … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT

Poor road conditions a real test for learners

9 July 2024

A driving instructor said he’s on a “one man crusade” to fix the roads around Redhill Aerodrome Driving Test Centre.  Martin
Pitchley, 57, said he was “shocked” at the road … READ MORE

ENVIRONMENT NEWS TRANSPORT

Tree falls on van in Ewell Village

8 July 2024

On Saturday a tree close to the bus stop, opposite the entrance to Bourne Hall in Ewell Village fell across the road onto a passing
red Mercedes van shattering its … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE

Feast your eyes and ears on this
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6 July 2024

Epsom Choral Society and The Barnes Choir, two amateur choral groups renowned for their passion and dedication to musical
excellence, are set to entertain audiences with a grand performance of … READ MORE

COUNCIL NATURE

Wet weather kicks into the long grass

4 July 2024

People fed up with long unsightly overgrown grass and verges can use an interactive map to see when their favourite spots are
next due to be cut. The seemingly endless … READ MORE

Tree falls on van in Ewell Village
On Saturday a tree close to the bus stop, opposite the entrance to Bourne Hall in Ewell Village fell across the road onto a passing
red Mercedes van shattering its windscreen.

Surrey Police were quickly in attendance and a female police officer used a broom to sweep debris from the road to make the
road as safe as possible for passing traffic.

After approximately 30 minutes, contractors arrived on site to remove the fallen tree. No one is believed to have been injured by
the tree falling across the pavement.

A few months ago, a similar incident occurred when a large tree inside the entrance gates to Bourne Hall fell causing major
damage to walling which has had to undergo major restoration.

Whilst Saturday’s incident required Surrey Police’s involvement, it is not believed that any of the other emergency services were
called upon. Two trees falling within only a few metres of each other within such a short space of time in a busy village suggests
that people were lucky to escape serious injury. Does more need to be done in the Borough to ensure trees overhanging public
spaces do not pose a danger to anyone?

Ivy can choke a tree if allowed to climb it and dead branches will then fall to the ground below. Ivy can, however be easily dealt
with by removing a section of it from the base of a tree so that the ivy above dies and loosens its grip on the tree.

The tree that fell across the pavement and road onto the top of a red Mercedes van on Saturday was visibly covered in ivy.

Feast your eyes and ears on this
Epsom Choral Society and The Barnes Choir, two amateur choral groups renowned for their passion and dedication to musical
excellence, are set to entertain audiences with a grand performance of Sir William Walton’s epic masterpiece, Belshazzar’s
Feast, on Saturday 13th July 2024, at Cadogan Hall in London. Under the baton of their Musical Director, Julian Collings, and
featuring acclaimed baritone soloist, Philip Tebb, this event promises to be an unforgettable evening.
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The work will be performed by an 80-piece professional orchestra, including two additional brass bands as called for in Walton’s
score, complemented by a combined choir of over 160 singers. Such a collaborative effort shows the commitment of both choirs to
showcasing the exceptional standard of amateur choral singing prevalent in this country.

The programme will also feature a selection of other notable works, including Vaughan Williams’ evocative Five Mystical Songs,
Parry’s majestic I Was Glad and stirring Blest Pair of Sirens, as well as Elgar’s enchanting Serenade for Strings.

“We are thrilled to bring together the talents of Epsom Choral Society and Barnes Choir for this ambitious performance,” said
Julian Collings, Musical Director of both choirs. “Through our dedication and passion for choral music, we aim to inspire and
uplift audiences, showcasing the extraordinary level of artistry that exists within the realm of amateur choral singing.”

Tickets for this event are now available from Cadogan Hall box office, offering audiences the opportunity to experience the power
and beauty of choral music at its finest. Don’t miss this exciting collaboration.

Event Details:

• Date: 13th July 2024
• Time: 7:30 PM
• Venue: Cadogan Hall, 5 Sloane Terrace, London SW1X 9DQ

For ticketing information and enquiries:

Please visit www.cadoganhall.com or contact the box office on 020 7730 4500 or
online https://cadoganhall.com/whats-on/belshazzars-feast/book/912634/

Democracy at work? Or strange mathematics?
For the first time in its history as a Parliamentary constituency Epsom and Ewell has a Member of Parliament who is not a
Conservative. Undoubtedly the events, personalities and circumstances at the national level impacted local results. Controversies
that swirled around recent Conservative Prime Ministers Boris Johnson and Liz Truss, the squeeze on living standards, the failure
of Brexit to deliver on its promise to stem immigration, Conservative aides and Parliamentary candidates placing bets on the date
of the General Election.

Nevertheless, there were some local factors that contributed to the change that happened in Epsom and Ewell. The neighbouring
constituency of Esher and Walton witnessed former Conservative Deputy Prime Minister Dominic Raab’s share of the vote slump
from a peak of 63% in 2015 to 49.5% in 2019 with Monica Harding for the Liberal Democrats just 4.5% behind. She proceeded to
win on 4th July. Esher’s rise of her party must have given Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrat’s choice of Esher based candidate
Helen Maguire belief that change was possible.

The Epsom and Ewell Liberal Democrats ran their campaign with an unrelenting belief that even in the Conservative stronghold
of this constituency voters could change their allegiance.

The intervention of the Reform UK party impacted the local result on 4th July with its 5795 votes, which if cast for Chris
Grayling’s replacement Mhairi Fraser,  might have seen the new Conservative candidate, being elected. Reform’s previous
incarnation as UKIP not standing in the General Elections of 2017 or 2019 after the 2016 EU referendum.

Local tactical voting appears to have been influential with the Liberal Democrats seemingly taking the anti-Conservative or
protest votes where in earlier elections Labour has come second in Epsom and Ewell to the Conservatives in both 2015 and 2017.
The Liberal Democrats moved to second place in the 2019 poll.

The headlines of a Labour landslide nationally mask the true expression of public opinion with Labour’s 4th July 2024 share of the
vote being only 2% higher than Jeremy Corbyn’s 2019 “worst election result for Labour in history”. In fact in 2017 Labour polled
40% of the national vote under Mr Corbyn’s leadership. Labour’s 2024 share of the national vote at 34% is the lowest of any
British Government ruling with a majority in the House of Commons seemingly ever in history.

Where the translation of votes into seats in the Commons appears to be so wildly out of sync. it requires new MPs to work their
socks off in their constituencies if they wish to maintain the loyalty of voters in 2024 to the end of the new Parliament and the
beginning of the next one.
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4th July 2024
NEWS WESTMINSTER

May our hustings make up your mind?

3 July 2024

Epsom and Ewell Times staged a six election candidate Parliamentary hustings at the Adrian Mann Theatre, NESCOT in Ewell on
Wednesday 26th June. With every seat in the 230 seat … READ MORE

COUNCIL EDUCATION FINANCES

The cost of sending pupils to school

3 July 2024

Surrey County Council  (SCC) has been ordered to pay out £1,500 by the social care ombudsman for a ‘service failure’ in
defaulting its legal duty to provide SEND transport to … READ MORE

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

Scoutabout success for Surrey
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3 July 2024

More than 6,000 Scouts and Guides and adults from Surrey enjoyed an action-packed weekend of activities over the weekend of
28th to 30th June 2024. Scouts, Guides, and adults from Epsom & Ewell … READ MORE

COUNCIL EDUCATION

Epsom library to lend an ear on changes

2 July 2024

Epsom Library is being transformed as part of Surrey Libraries modernisation programme and residents are invited to drop in to
give their views at the library on Tuesday 9th July from … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE

Northern Lights up Epsom

2 July 2024

At their “Mass in Blue” concert Saturday 29th June, St Martins Church, Epsom, the Epsom Chamber Choir succeeded once again
in enhancing their reputation for exciting performances of adventurous programmes. … READ MORE

HORSE RACING SPORTS

Epsom Downs Summer season race tips

2 July 2024

The Summer Season kicks off at Epsom Downs on Wednesday evening with a competitive six-race card for punters heading to the
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track.  Racing gets underway at 6.20pm with a seven-runner … READ MORE

COMMUNITY LOCAL HISTORY

10,000 mile pilgrimage to Epsom

30 June 2024

John Bates, grandson of Beatrice Bates, travelled over 10,000 miles from Australia to Horton Cemetery in Epsom to pay his
respects to Beatrice. His grandmother is one of 9000 buried … READ MORE

NEWS POLICING

Sick “jokes” end trainee PC’s career

29 June 2024

A Surrey trainee police officer, who ‘joked’ he would rape a domestic abuse victim, has been sacked from Surrey Police. PC
Samuel Wilton, a trainee officer since 2023, admitted gross … READ MORE

May our hustings make up your mind?
Epsom and Ewell Times staged a six election candidate Parliamentary hustings at the Adrian Mann Theatre, NESCOT in Ewell
on Wednesday 26th June. With every seat in the 230 seat theatre occupied, Gina Miller (True and Fair), Mark Todd (Labour),
Mhairi Fraser (Conservative), Stephen McKenna (Green), Helen Maguire (Liberal Democrat) and Mayuran Senthilnathan
(Reform) took the stage, with Lionel Blackman in the Chair.

Questions on Brexit, local government financing, arming Israel, where to build houses, crime, tactical voting and proportional
representation and others were asked by a lively audience. Many voters from the new southerly Ashtead and Leatherhead areas
of the Epsom and Ewell constituency came along.

Below is a recording of the hustings. After introductions the hustings get going after 06:50.

The Epsom and Ewell  Times is indebted to NESCOT CEO Julie Kapsalis  and Louise Gaskin  of  the Creative and Media
Department of NESCOT, who worked so hard to make a success of this once in a Parliament event. Special thanks to Charlie
McCarthy of NESCOT who edited the video recording.

Top image credit Steven McCormick photography.
[Please note that in error the introducer muddled the Labour candidate Mark Todd with a former Labour MP of the same name.]
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Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell Parliament candidates interviewed

Conservative who promises to serve “with integrity”

Mark my words for Labour candidate

Lib Dems’ Helen Maguire – “Getting Things Done”

The Green promises

Reform candidate for Epsom and Ewell

A True and Fair view of the world

Scoutabout success for Surrey
More than 6,000 Scouts and Guides and adults from Surrey enjoyed an action-packed weekend of activities over the weekend of
28th to 30th June 2024.

Scouts, Guides, and adults from Epsom & Ewell joined other Scouts and Guides from Surrey.

The first Scoutabout was at Ardingly back in 1984 and and thus event 40 years was celebrated. The boys and girls aged 10 to
14 had the opportunity to take part in more than 100 activities at the three-day Scoutabout event at the South of England
Showground in Ardingly, West Sussex, the only site big enough and close enough to house the Scouts and Guides of Surrey for
the weekend.

There were over 150 activities including Bus Driving, car driving, bungee running, kayaking, archery, air rifle shooting and
caving, to name just a few.  The young people were able to try something new, in a safe environment, gain skills-for-life and make
new friends at the same time.

The weekend will not have been possible without the hard work of a determined team of 1,500 adult volunteers from across
Surrey who have carried out a range of roles to make Scoutabout a reality.

From camp cooks to a doctor and from fire teams to IT engineers, adult volunteers would have shared their skills to benefit these
young people.

One of the biggest tasks has been to source the huge number of activities that make Scoutabout such a success.

On the Friday night Sour Kix played for the camp at the opening ceremony and on the Saturday night Doubting Thomas and The
Ariston played on stage.

Over the weekend Scoutabout FM was broadcasting and along with competitions (Thanks to Guildford Flames, Bentley Copse
Activity Centre, Airfix and Surrey Sports Park for the donation of prizes) Explorer Scouts were able to present shows.

Bear Grylls, Chief Scout said “A special message for all of you at Scoutabout 2024 at Ardingly showground.  I really hope all of
you have a brilliant weekend together, look after each other and most of all have fun.  So proud of what you all do, helping other
people always, showing the true Scouting spirit, you are all amazing”.

Marcus Martin-Burns, County Youth Commissioner for Surrey Scouts said “Seeing 5,000 Scouts & Guides all together for one
weekend at Scoutabout has been truly awesome, giving them the opportunities to learn skills for life, make new friends and
discover new activities.  From Archery to Zorbing, Scoutabout had it all and a big thank you goes to all the leaders and service
crew who made this weekend possible.”

Eashan, aged 10 from Epsom & Ewell district (1st Ewell Court) said “The best bit of Scoutabout was the fun activities, I enjoyed
the bungee slip slide because its fast and fun and gets you active.”

Lucy, aged 11 from Leatherhead district (3rd Bookham) said “I liked the quad biking as I have not done it before, and it was really
fun.”

The first Scoutabout was at Ardingly in 1984.

Scoutabout happens every three years (apart from this one, due to the pandemic the 2024 one puts it back into a tri-
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annual event.

Scouts are for Boys and Girls aged 10.5 to 14.

Guides are for girls aged 10-14

Individuals are 15% less likely to suffer from mood swings and anxiety if you’ve been a Scout or Guide. Source: Cohort
study by the University of Edinburgh and Glasgow, 2016

Neil Wibberley

Northern Lights up Epsom
At their “Mass in Blue” concert Saturday 29th June, St Martins Church, Epsom, the Epsom Chamber Choir succeeded once
again in enhancing their reputation for exciting performances of adventurous programmes.

The evening kicked off with “Northern Lights” by the contemporary Latvian composer, Ēriks Ešenvalds, and saw the choir
placed unusually in the chancel, rather than in their customary position nearer the audience in the transept. This meant that their
entrance was not greeted by the usual applause, as the audience hadn’t realised that they had arrived! After a vigorous opening,
the reason for this placing became apparent as the piece employs tuned wine glasses and chimes which need to be supported –
the choir stalls being ideal. 

Ešenvalds uses this unusual instrumentation to produce a sustained shimmering sound which underscores the choir particularly
effectively in the quieter passages. A timely work for us in the UK, having recently been treated to magical displays of the
Northern Lights! 

The choir returned to their normal positions for “Stargazer” by the contemporary British composer, Alec Roth. His style recalls
Holst’s and Britten’s – especially the Flower Songs – and the choir showed some wonderful legato singing in the shifting harmonic
colours. 

Vocalist Maddie Martin and the LJ Jazz Trio then provided us with a jazzy interlude, and the first half of the concert concluded
with another contemporary British composer, Jonathan Dove and his “The Passing of the Year”. These seven, contrasting part-
songs – stunningly accompanied by choir member, virtuoso pianist Stephen Ridge – gave the choir the chance to display their
convincing mastery of complex and quirky rhythms, and cool and hot tone clusters.  

The second half of the concert was given over to “Mass in Blue” by a third contemporary British composer, Will Todd. While not a
personal  favourite,  this  exciting setting of  the mass has gained huge popularity  across the choral  world.  The blues scale
permeates the whole work but the choir immediately seemed fully “in the groove”, secure and quite at ease with the challenging
blues harmonies and rhythms.

At times, some were unable to resist the urge for spontaneous swaying! Singing almost as a complex backing group to the jazz
trio and vocalist, the choir was able to show off its skill  with sensitive phrasing and highly effective dynamic contrasts. A
convincing performance of a welcome addition to the repertoire.

Nick Landauer
Photo: ©Edward Webb

Epsom Downs Summer season race tips
The Summer Season kicks off at Epsom Downs on Wednesday evening with a competitive six-race card for punters heading to
the track. 

Racing gets underway at 6.20pm with a seven-runner apprentice handicap before rounding off at 9.00pm as ten runners take on
the class four handicap. 

Read below to see the latest Horse racing betting and tips for Epsom’s Wednesday card
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The opener (6.20) is an apprentice handicap over the one mile and two furlong trip with Giselles Defence arriving in the best form
of the field, winning at Pontefract in May  and getting back on track at Leicester 18 days ago after a poor ninth prior so should
take the beating here. Of his rivals, Oj Lifestyle was a Newbury maiden winner in 2022 who hasn’t fired since but is dropping
down into much calmer waters here. 

Race two on the card (6.50) sees seven runners head to the stalls for the maiden stakes in class four for two-year-old’s and Sir
Peter Fossick for trainer Charlie Johnston is taken to get off the mark on debut, a half-brother to several winners over the this
seven-furlong trip so he makes plenty of appeal on paper. 

Mr Wagyu is on a losing run but has a fine record at Epsom and is back for more in race three on Wednesday’s card (7.25), only
slightly edged out on Derby Day so has to be considered back at his favoured track. Indian Creek won this race last year off a 2lb
higher mark so is set to be amongst the top end as well in this six furlong class three handicap. 

Trainer Ralph Beckett’s son of Galileo, Atlantic Convoy, looks ripe for improvement in handicap company and he is the selection
in race four on the card (8.00) having taken a step in the right direction when seventh in a Sandown maiden last month and is up
in trip here. 

The penultimate race on Epsom’s card arrives at 8.30 with a one mile and four furlong handicap in class six. A competitive heat,
Our Papa Smurf should be bang up there for trainer Gary Moore off the back of a win at Goodwood on June 14, going up in trip
here by three furlongs. Of his rivals, Angel On High can give the Moore runner plenty to think about with two thirds and a second
in his last three outings. 

Finally, the card comes to a close with the ten-runner handicap in class four for three-year-old’s and upwards (9.00), with
preference in the finale heading to Justcallmepete, who can cash in on his low turf mark – 10lb lower than when he races on the
all-weather surface – to take the spoils in the card closer ahead of course and distance winner Marlay Park, who has won four
times at Epsom in his career. 

Epsom selections – Wednesday

6.20 – Giselles Defence

6.50 – Sir Peter Fossick

7.25 – Mr Wagyu

8.00 – Atlantic Convoy 

8.30 – Our Papa Smurf

9.00 – Justcallmepete
Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

10,000 mile pilgrimage to Epsom
John Bates, grandson of Beatrice Bates, travelled over 10,000 miles from Australia to Horton Cemetery in Epsom to pay his
respects to Beatrice. His grandmother is one of 9000 buried in Europe’s largest and now abandoned asylum cemetery. The
Friends of Horton Cemetery continue to battle to retrieve this important graveyard from a property speculator. A petition,
already signed by over 1200 supporters, calls on Epsom and Ewell Borough Council to change its damaging opinion that the
Cemetery is “amenity woodland”.

Here is John Bates’ personal account of his May 2024 pilgrimage from Adelaide to Epsom.

In loving memory of Beatrice Miriam Bates, a woman of enduring strength and grace, whose life
and legacy continue to resonate deeply within our family. Beatrice’s journey came to an end in 1933
at West Park Hospital in Epsom, Surrey, leaving behind a mystery that lingered for decades. It was
a personal mission of mine to uncover the truth of her final resting place, a mission that revealed
not only her burial site but also a profound connection to our family’s history.

Beatrice Miriam Bates was laid to rest in Horton Cemetery, a place that, despite the passage of

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/10000-mile-pilgrimage-to-epsom
https://www.change.org/p/restore-horton-cemetery-to-community-ownership-and-correct-description?source_location=search
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time, faced the threat of being erased by development. Discovering her burial site through ancestry
records was a pivotal moment, one that brought closure to our family and deepened our
understanding of Beatrice’s life. Horton Cemetery, overgrown and largely forgotten by many, stands
as a testament to the lives of those who came before us, including Beatrice.

In 2024, ninety-one years after Beatrice’s passing, I made a personal pilgrimage from Australia to
Horton Cemetery. Walking around the overgrown grounds, I felt the weight of history and the
importance of preserving this sacred space. The memorial at the entrance stands as a solitary
guardian of the memories held within, a symbol of resistance against the encroaching tide of
development.

The ‘Friends of Horton Cemetery’ have been instrumental in championing the cause to protect this
site. Their dedication ensures that the stories of those buried there, including Beatrice’s, are
remembered and honoured. It is a cause that resonates deeply with me, as I believe in the
importance of preserving Horton Cemetery for all the souls who rest there and for the relatives who
seek a connection to their past.

Beatrice’s story, accessible to all through the efforts of the ‘Friends of Horton Cemetery,’ shines a
light on her resilience and spirit. Her life, though marked by challenges, is a testament to the
courage and strength that define our family. Her memory serves as a beacon, guiding us to cherish
our heritage and to honour the lives of those who came before us.

As we reflect on Beatrice’s life, we are reminded of the importance of family, history, and the
relentless pursuit of truth. Her legacy is a testament to the enduring power of love and
remembrance. Through the efforts to preserve Horton Cemetery, Beatrice and all those resting there
are given the respect and recognition they deserve.

In honour of Beatrice Miriam Bates, let us continue to share her story and all the stories of those
buried in Horton Cemetery and protect the places that hold our collective memories. Her spirit lives
on in each of us, a symbol of resilience and hope for generations to come.

Rest in peace, dear Beatrice. Your story will never be forgotten.

With all our love,

Your Grandson…. John E. M. Bates.

Beatrice Bates full story can be read on The Friends of Horton Cemetery website HERE

https://hortoncemetery.org/bates-beatrice-miriam/

