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Gold star at the end of the Rainbow
Better’s Rainbow Leisure Centre in Epsom has maintained its ‘Excellent’ status from QUEST – the Quality Scheme for Sport and
Leisure. This follows a mystery visit from the organisation in April plus a planned audit in May.

Rainbow’s facilities include two pools – full-size and teaching – a sports hall, 100+ station gym, soft play area, spa and a senior
activity room.

The centre has approximately 70 members of staff (full and part-time) and around 3,000 members who are mainly families or
adults over the age of 66.

QUEST’s report commented on the centre’s excellent, well-maintained facilities and its extremely warm, friendly and welcoming
staff. Emily Simmons, General Manager, comments, “I am immensely proud of the centre and our team. Achieving QUEST
Excellent status is no easy task and staff consistently work hard to maintain the high standards they set themselves.

“QUEST is a fantastic tool for evaluating best practice and customer service levels. It sets the standard for leisure centre
management and sports development, taking into account programming, facilities, management policies and procedures, staff
training and development, and environmental impact. This award means both customers and staff are getting the highest level of
service, care and support.”

Better’s Head of Service in the area Steve Hannen adds, “A huge well done! It’s a great achievement for Rainbow to maintain
Excellent status. This is not an easy thing to do and the entire centre team should be proud.”

Rainbow Leisure Centre is managed by charitable social enterprise GLL under the ‘Better’ brand. Supporting the wellbeing of
local communities is an important part of the organisation’s ethos.

GLL press

6th June 2024
EDUCATION HORSE RACING SPORTS

Student racemakers favourites at the Derby

5 June 2024

Ewell based Nescot (North East Surrey College of Technology) were proud to be part of this year’s Epsom Derby Festival. Our
Travel and Tourism students were once again ‘Racemakers’ and … READ MORE

LOCAL HISTORY

Epsom’s gypsies celebrated this month
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5 June 2024

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) History Month is a chance for everyone to celebrate the rich and unique histories of Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller people across Surrey. This year’s theme … READ MORE

WESTMINSTER

Surrey seats to watch in the election

4 June 2024

The  BBC’s  Local  Democracy  reporter  Chris  Caulfield  analyses  prospects  for  Conservative  candidates  in  some  Surrey
constituencies: There is a chance of a seismic shift in the Surrey political landscape at … READ MORE

COUNCIL EDUCATION FINANCES

Failing children costs Council taxpayers half-million

3 June 2024

Fines paid out by Surrey County Council for repeatedly failing children and young people topped half a million pounds in the past
year – more than doubling its previous worst … READ MORE

HORSE RACING NEWS SPORTS
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Computer’s gift of a Trojan Horse?

2 June 2024

The computer won the Derby! On the eve of yesterday’s famous Epsom flat race Epsom and Ewell Times published winner tips
Los Angeles from Royal Ascot Odds and first to … READ MORE

HORSE RACING SPORTS

Human versus computer tips for Derby winner

31 May 2024

One of the biggest Flat races of the season arrives at Epsom Downs on Saturday afternoon as the £1.5 million Epsom Derby takes
centre stage in the sporting world. The … READ MORE

CRIME POLICING

Bearing the balls of Derby week in Langley Vale

31 May 2024

Residents of Langley Vale, an estate adjacent to the renowned Epsom Racecourse, have expressed growing frustration and
concern over repeated incidents of anti-social behavior and vandalism coinciding with the annual … READ MORE

NEWS WESTMINSTER

BBC Question Time Came to Epsom
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31 May 2024

Last night, Epsom College played host to BBC’s Question Time, with Fiona Bruce at the helm. She opened the programme by
highlighting Epsom’s famed salts and rich horse racing heritage. … READ MORE

HORSE RACING SPORTS

Top Tips for Oaks Day at Epsom Racecourse

31 May 2024

One of the biggest Flat race meetings of the British racing calendar is upon us as day one of the Derby meeting gets underway at
Epsom Downs today.  The seven-race … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE

Picture this house in the centre of Epsom!

30 May 2024

After much anticipation, Epsom Picturehouse — a six-screen cinema, café, and bar at the heart of Epsom Square — will be
opening its doors on Saturday 01 June. The latest … READ MORE

Epsom’s gypsies celebrated this month
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) History Month is a chance for everyone to celebrate the rich and unique histories of Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller people across Surrey. This year’s theme is ‘What does family mean to you?’ and encourages everyone to
think about the importance of family. With the diverse cultures of nomadic and travelling communities, family is the bond which
ties everything together. The community has an amazing oral history tradition of sharing stories of ancestors and cultural
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traditions that garner a sense of pride in Romani heritage.

You can find out more about this year’s campaign and download a fantastic GRT history timeline on their website.

Did you know that Romany Gypsies have been present in Britain since at least 1515 after migrating from Europe during the Roma
migration from India? The first mention of the GRT community in Surrey dates back to 1596 and can be found in the papers of the
More family of Loseley.

Surrey Heritage has celebrated GRT History Month for many years now and supports the work of the Surrey Gypsy Traveller
Communities Forum with their events such as Romany Day at the Rural Living Museum, Tilford. The Forum has deposited records
relating to their community and the work that they do to the archive here, including poetry, newsletter, videos and publicity
material (SHC reference 10379)

Text and image courtesy Surrey History Centre. See more local history news HERE.

Related reports:

Daughter of Lord Rosebery who helped Derby Gypsies
Image: Photograph of Gypsies leaving Lady Sybil Grant’s site at Epsom, early 20th century (SHC reference 6035/1/18)

Human versus computer tips for Derby winner
One of the biggest Flat races of the season arrives at Epsom Downs on Saturday afternoon as the £1.5 million Epsom Derby takes
centre stage in the sporting world.

The Group 1 contest, open to three-year-old horses only, is run over the 1m4f distance at the track, and in 2024, 16 runners have
been declared for the showpiece race to battle it out for the £882,408 top prize at 4:30 on Saturday.

Many eyes will be focused on City Of Troy, trained by Ballydoyle maestro Aidan O’Brien, who looked like a world-class prospect as
a two-year-old before being well-beaten at odds-on in the 2000 Guineas to start his three-year-old campaign. O’Brien won this
race last year with Auguste Rodin, who also flopped in the Guineas before bouncing back, but City of Troy hasn’t got the best stall
draw from stall number one, which has seen his odds drift slightly.

Another O’Brien runner, Los Angeles, could be the play in the Derby. A winner of the Group 1 Criterium de Saint-Cloud back in
October, he backed that up with a win in the Derby Trial at Leopardstown on May 12 and will relish the step up in trip at Epsom.

Away from the Irish challengers, Macduff for trainer Ralph Beckett is expected to be in contention. Fourth in the Royal Lodge on
his final start as a two-year-old, he returned at three with a decent second to Arabian Crown in the Sandown Classic Trial and is
another who will enjoy the further trip.

Trainer Andrew Balding is no stranger to having big-priced runners go well in this race and he has an outside chance with
Sayedaty Sadaty, runner-up in Listed races at Newcastle and Newmarket this session but could well take a giant leap forward
here. Sea The Stars won the Derby in 2009 and Bellum Justum, one of his offspring, could pose a real threat for Balding, with top-
jockey Oisin Murphy on board.

Before the big one, however, there is no shortage of action elsewhere on the Epsom card with another seven races on offer,
kicking off at 1:25 with a Class 2 handicap over the 1m2f trip. Balding could get the card off to a perfect start for him with
Portsmouth, scoring in fine style at Epsom in the season opener last month and backed it up with a runner-up finish at Goodwood.

Nine runners will take on the Group 3 Princess Elizabeth Stakes, race two on the Epsom card, at 2:00. Preference is for Dahlia
Stakes runner-up Running Lion, who is down in class and she should take plenty of beating. The progressive Sparks Fly, who
excelled as a three-year-old, rates as the main danger, very much up in class but wasn’t disgraced in handicap company at
Haydock on seasonal return.

The third race on the card (2:35) is the Group 3 Diomed Stakes. Of the eight runners tackling the extended mile distance,
Embesto for trainer Roger Varian is taken to get the better of last year’s winner Regal Reality, who is back for more this weekend
and also cannot be ruled out having placed in both starts this year.

The lead-up to the Derby cranks up with the five-furlong “Dash” at 3:10 for three-year-olds, and a whopping field of 20 will head
to the start. Due For Luck is back on track this season having finished a neck third at Chester last time out to rediscover some
form. Another who can bounce back is Vince L’Amour, a winner of a pair of handicaps at Ripon and Catterick last month and was

https://surreycc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=71f44e17c3d8b6cd5c9656960&id=05435c0932&e=29d25313fd
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a strong second when up in grade at Chester but bombed out last time around at York. Grandlad and Knicks, both winners last
time out, are also ones to keep an eye on in a very competitive Dash.

Clarendon House should be too strong for his rivals in the second “Dash” on the card at 3:45, a winner at York just over a
fortnight ago from the re-opposing Looking For Lynda. Sylkie Wilie rates the chief threat, however, handily weighted for this one
having not won in 14 outings but was runner-up in this race last year and arrives off the back of a fifth of 15 in a Musselburgh
handicap.

The Derby takes all the attention at 4:30 before two further races wrap up the Derby meeting for 2024. It’s tough to look past
Ziggy in the Class 2 handicap (5:15), who returned from 15 months off with a second at Epsom’s season opener. In the finale
(5:50), the selection is for Mr Wagyu, who is taken to kick on with his superb record in this race having won it in 2022 and was
third last year.

Epsom selections – Saturday from Royal Ascot Odds
1:25 – Portsmouth
2:00 – Running Lion
2:35 – Embesto
3:10 – Vince L’Amour
3:45 – Clarendon House
4:30 – Los Angeles
5:15 – Ziggy
5:50 – Mr Wagyu

SuperComputer Predictions
City of Troy has been given a staggering 29.9% chance of winning the 2024 Epsom Derby on Saturday, according to the Best
Payout Online Slots SuperComputer.

The SuperComputer is created by generating a specific code, which simulates the race 1,000 times, after being fed information
relating to factors such as conditions, weight, jockey, trainer, and form, as well as betting market odds.

With the going officially declared as Good to Soft for the big day itself, the Aidan O’Brien-trained City of Troy has emerged as the
huge favorite for the race, with a win percentage chance of 29.9%.

In second place is Ancient Wisdom at 11.8% and then Dancing Gemini at 10.2%. However, the chances of Ambiente Friendly also
making a late surge for top spot are just 10.1% as well.

A spokesperson for Best Payout Online Slots said:

“Sports fans have throughout history relied on their ‘gut feeling’ or ‘instinct’ to make predictions for a season, which can certainly
be blighted by personal preferences or bias. However, the Best Payout Online Slots SuperComputer aims to remove the sentiment
and emotions of predictions and instead replace these inexact methods with logical and intelligent predictions relying on data. By
creating the code, we can simulate the race and create as accurate a model as possible – leading to the final matrix of positions
we see above.”

How does the SuperComputer work?
The SuperComputer is a probability model, not determined by human predictions or bias. What happens is the SuperComputer
estimates the outcome of the race based on a horse’s current strength (based on factors such as conditions, weight, jockey,
trainer, and form) and betting market odds.

The machine then simulates the remaining games in a season 1,000 times and constructs an average league table from the 1,000
simulations, to rule out anomalous results.

Top Tips for Oaks Day at Epsom Racecourse
One of the biggest Flat race meetings of the British racing calendar is upon us as day one of the Derby meeting gets underway at

https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing/future-horses
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Epsom Downs today. 

The seven-race card has more than £1million in prize money up for grabs as the big gun trainers send their stars to Surrey for one
of the most prestigious race days of the season. 

The £550,000 Group 1 Betfred Oaks is the highlight on day one but not far behind that is the another Group 1, the Coronation
Cup, with a prize pot of £445,000 up for grabs. 

The Epsom card on Friday gets underway with the Woodcote Stakes (2.00), a six-furlong contest in class two for the two-year-
old’s. New Charter looked a handy type for trainer Richard Hannon when chasing home a current Royal Ascot favourite at
Newmarket a fortnight ago and is taken to go one better at Epsom, but will face stern competition from Teej A, who won her
maiden at Chester in fine fashion and will be bang up there once again. 

The second race of the day is off at 2.35 and is a class two handicap over the extended mile trip, with 16 runners set to head to
the starting stalls. Preference in this one goes Bopedro ahead of stablemate at David O’Meara’s yard Blue For You, who finished
third and fourth respectively in a handicap at York’s Dante meeting earlier this month and both should improve at Epsom. 

The first Group 1 on the card is race three at 3.10 – the Coronation Cup – and a small field of five will battle it out for the
£252,360 first prize. Defending champion Emily Upjohn, trained by John and Thady Gosden, is back for more in 2024 and is the
one to beat over the 1m4f trip once again. Luxembourg, a four-time Group 1 winner for master trainer Aidan O’Brien, rates as the
obvious danger but needs to bounce back from a poor showing in the Dubai Turf at Meydan last time out. Feed The Flame is an
intriguing runner in this one as well, heading over from France for trainer Pascal Bary having finished third of nine in the Prix
Gany at Longchamps and connections opting to throw him into a Group 1 on British debut. 

Fourteen runners look set for the start in race four of the cracking Epsom card on Friday at 3.45 – the Nifty 50 handicap – over
the 1m2f distance. Ben Brookhouse’s I Still Have Faith shaped well on seasonal reappearance at Nottingham after a fine 2023
campaign and is taken to score a fifth career win ahead of two Karl Burke runners in Bolster in Liberty Lane, who both won last
time they were on track and will have plenty to say in proceedings. 

The Group 1 Betfred Oaks is the feature race on day one at Epsom (4.30) and this year’s renewal looks a belter, with £311,905
heading the way of the winner. That could well be Ylang Ylang for trainer O’Brien, who was a promising fifth in the first classic of
the season in the 1000 Guineas at Newmarket and should relish the step up in trip here for a yard looking for a seventh win in the
race since 2015. 

Cheshire Oaks winner Forest Fairy looks to be a main player in the Oaks for trainer Ralph Beckett, who is no stranger to success
in this race having won it with Look Here in 2008 and Talent in 2013, while Irish trainer Dermot Weld also has a live chance with
Ezeliya, who has two wins from three starts and recently scored in a Group 3 at Navan. 

After the big one, there are two more races on the Epsom card for punters to find a winner. The Listed Surrey Stakes (5.10) can
go the way of Balmacara, trained by Eve Johnson-Houghton, who was a ready winner at Doncaster just over a month ago in a
novice stakes contest.

Finally, the day one card comes to a close at 5.40 with the 12-runner class two handicap over the seven furlong trip and
preference in the finale goes to the Roger Varian-trained Mission To Moon, who returned from a seven-month absence to score in
fine style at Goodwood a month ago and is bred from a family who gets better with age. 

Epsom selections – Friday (via Royal Ascot odds)

2.00 – New Charter

2.35 – Bopedro

3.10 – Emily Upjohn

3.45 – I Still Have Faith

4.30 – Forest Fairy

5.10 – Balmacara

5.40 – Mission To Moon

Copy provided by BoyleSports 

https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing/future-horses
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Picture this house in the centre of Epsom!
After much anticipation, Epsom Picturehouse — a six-screen cinema, café, and bar at the heart of Epsom Square — will be
opening its doors on Saturday 01 June.

The latest addition to the Picturehouse Cinemas family, Epsom Picturehouse is set to encompass all the best that the world of film
has to offer. Tickets are on sale now for Furiosa, George Miller’s epic Mad Max prequel starring Chris Hemsworth and Anya
Taylor-Joy, and film lovers will be able to book soon for new releases including the horror thriller A Quiet Place: Day One and
Marvel Studios’ Deadpool & Wolverine.

There’ll also be chances to catch this year’s wonderful family titles, Inside Out 2 and Despicable Me 4 – and don’t forget to ask for
the discounted Family Ticket! Film fans can also catch up with a wide range of classic movies from directors such as the Coen
Brothers and Stanley Kubrick – perfect to revisit on the big screen.

The fun doesn’t stop there: we’re pleased to announce our Summer Outdoor Cinema season. Enjoy alfresco cinema under the
stars as our pop-up screen comes to Bourne Hall in Ewell from Friday 05 July. Bring a blanket for the perfect way to spend a
summer evening, with crowd-pleasers like Mamma Mia, Twilight, and Back to the Future!

Find out more at: picturehouses.com/epsom

Clare Binns, Managing Director of Picturehouse Cinemas, says: “We’re thrilled to be opening the doors and welcoming the people
of Epsom into Picturehouse’s 28th cinema – at long last! Our cinemas are shaped by their communities, and with six screens, a
bar and a restaurant, this beautiful new venue will be a perfect space for bringing people together to relax, enjoy delicious food
and drink, and soak up all the magic of the big screen.”

Book a private screening to give your clients, colleagues, or employees a big-screen experience that blows them away, or enjoy a
night of gaming in our specially-created event screen.

As part of our nod to local history, we’ve even dedicated one of our screens to Epsom’s first-ever cinema, The Electric Theatre,
which opened its doors to the neighbourhood’s cinema lovers in 1910. We’re proud to continue its legacy by honouring this jewel
in the community, where people queued up for hours for silent films, newsreels, and live piano accompaniment.

Epsom Picturehouse Founder Membership is on sale now. The first 1000 customers who purchase an annual Membership for the
new cinema will get their names installed in the building, on a specially commissioned Founder Members’ Wall. The Memberships
will  also  include  an  additional  2  free  tickets  to  use  when  the  cinema  opens  its  doors.  Learn  more  and  sign  up  at
picturehouses.com/epsom-membership.

About Picturehouse Cinemas:

Picturehouse is an award-winning UK film company incorporating cinema, distribution and home entertainment, formed in 1989
to challenge the multiplex model. Its flagship cinema Picturehouse Central is situated in the heart of London’s West End, with the
rest of its 28 venues located across England and Scotland.

Picturehouse’s architecturally unique cinemas sit in the heart of local neighbourhoods and cater to a diverse and wide-ranging
audience. They provide bespoke food and drink offerings across their cafés, bars, restaurants and members’ bars. The programme
is curated to champion films made for all ages and backgrounds, from quality mainstream film through to foreign-language and
documentary features, as well as live event cinema and in-person events and Q&As when available.

Follow the latest news on Ealing Picturehouse on social media:
Twitter: @Epsom_PH
Instagram: @EpsomPicturehouse
Facebook: @EpsomPicturehouse

Picture House press release.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/picture-this-house-in-the-centre-of-epsom
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30th May 2024
COUNCIL HOUSING PLANNING

A Surrey council resists green-belt housing

30 May 2024

A contentious plan to build dozens of affordable homes in Surrey was rejected by councillors who prioritized protecting greenbelt
land over addressing the area’s housing shortage. Developers had wanted to … READ MORE

HORSE RACING LOCAL HISTORY SPORTS

Should the Epsom Derby go back to Wednesday?

28 May 2024

The first Wednesday of June used to be for many an unofficial bank holiday. Office, retail and factory staff parties filled Epsom
Downs enjoying a day off and the annual … READ MORE

COMMUNITY LOCAL HISTORY

D-Day celebration on Epsom Downs

28 May 2024

A special event to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day Landings is taking place on Epsom Downs on Thursday 6 June,
7–9.30pm. The event is being jointly run by Epsom … READ MORE

ARTS HORSE RACING SPORTS
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Epsom Derby week read?

28 May 2024

A tale of triumph and tragedy, dreams and disasters aptly describes the life of Bernard Dillon, as detailed in a new book by
Stephen Fernane. This captivating biography delves into … READ MORE

COUNCIL

Building bridges across the Borough

26 May 2024

Epsom and Ewell Times welcomes the third Mayor to be appointed since we started. For the year 2024/2025 Councillor Steve
Bridger (RA Stamford Ward) has the honour and burden of … READ MORE

NEWS WESTMINSTER

6 out of 11 Conservative MPs leaving Surrey

25 May 2024

Michael Gove MP for Surrey Heath has brought the total Conservative MP retirees in Surrey to SIX out of the ELEVEN all present
Conservative held Surrey constituencies. On 5th February … READ MORE

COUNCIL PLANNING

Every dog must have their day care centre
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24 May 2024

A dog day care centre ‘vital  for the community’  has been approved for retrospective planning permission despite officers
recommending it for refusal. The application was judged by officers as inappropriate … READ MORE

CHRIS GRAYLING NEWS WESTMINSTER

Grayling bids farewell….

24 May 2024

With the date of the General Election confirmed to be the 4th of July 2024 Epsom and Ewell’s Member of Parliament since 7th
June 2001, Chris Grayling, who is not … READ MORE

Grayling bids farewell….
With the date of the General Election confirmed to be the 4th of July 2024 Epsom and Ewell’s Member of Parliament since 7th
June 2001, Chris Grayling, who is not standing for Parliament this time, writes to his constituents.

Dear constituent
As you will know, the Prime Minister has called a general election for 4th July. All Parliamentary activity is now ceasing and there will be no new debates or

Parliamentary motions before the election.
 

I am not standing for re-election and so cease to be an MP when Parliament is dissolved on 29th May. I will, though, remain responsible for urgent constituency
case work in Epsom and Ewell until polling day and until my successor is elected.

 
As the campaign has now started, I will no longer be responding to emails about party or policy issues. However if you have an urgent personal problem which

requires my help during the campaign period, please feel free to raise it with me at chris.grayling.mp@parliament.uk, which will remain operational until polling
day. 

Once Parliament has been dissolved my constituency data records will be destroyed, as is required legally. If you contact me for help with an urgent matter please
let me know at the same time if you are happy for your issue and data to be passed on to my successor if the your case is still outstanding at the time of the election.

 
It has been a great honour to represent this constituency, and I send my good wishes to everyone locally for the future.

With best wishes
 

Chris Grayling
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23rd May 2024
WESTMINSTER

Out of the starting gates in Epsom and Ewell’s political Derby

22 May 2024

Today British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak announced a General Election will take place on July 4th. Helen Maguire PPC for the
Liberal Democrats said: “Hard-working families in Epsom, Ewell, Ashtead, … READ MORE

COUNCIL HOUSING PLANNING

Doubtful Henry VIII would have permitted

22 May 2024

The decades-long planning battle to build almost 100 homes and a hotel opposite Hampton Court Palace will soon be decided with
the Department for Culture, Media and Sport set to … READ MORE

BUSINESS PLANNING

Not loving it in Cobham

22 May 2024

A proposed new McDonald’s is “the last thing Surrey needs”; that’s according to residents living near the proposed site. The fast-
food giant has published plans to takeover the former Loch … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE
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How amiable are thy tabernacles ?

22 May 2024

Jane Pickles reviews Saturday May 18th’s Ashtead Choral Society concert at St Martin’s Epsom. If you live in north Surrey, you
are lucky to have such a busy and vibrant … READ MORE

COUNCIL FINANCES

Banded together to fight the band

21 May 2024

A decades-long council tax battle has been won netting residents of a retirement village up to £9,000 each after it was ruled all
113 people there had been in the … READ MORE

NEWS

Banstead Fire Station to close?

21 May 2024

The Fire Brigade Union (FBU) has vehemently opposed the closure of Banstead Fire Station, claiming potential increases in
response times could be “detrimental” to public safety. Banstead Fire Station could … READ MORE

BUSINESS COUNCIL

Surrey Business Support Service
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20 May 2024

Business Surrey – a new Surrey County Council service offering free and accessible support to businesses across the county – has
officially been launched by Chancellor of the Exchequer, Jeremy … READ MORE

GINA MILLER WESTMINSTER

Candidate seeks health and happiness for all

20 May 2024

A healthy population is the foundation stone of a prospering economy, writes Gina Miller. Amidst economic and social turbulence,
politicians tend to fall back on ‘growth’ as the route to salvation.  … READ MORE

LOCAL HISTORY

Surrey’s corpse railway and death in Victorian times

18 May 2024

The Victorians treated death very differently to people today and would photograph their deceased alongside living members of
their family, take locks of hair from the departed and seal it … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE

Spanish fiesta came to Epsom
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17 May 2024

Epsom Symphony Orchestra – Epsom Playhouse – 4th May – Review by Sarah Haines. What an uplifting and colourful music
evening put on by Epsom Symphony Orchestra. Their May concert … READ MORE

ARTS EDUCATION

Surrey Arts appointed to lead Surrey Music Hub

17 May 2024

Surrey Arts, part of Surrey County Council has been appointed by Arts Council England to lead the Surrey Music Hub from
September 2024, as part of an ambitious national programme … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT

Cyclist death prompts A217 review

17 May 2024

The death of a “fit and active” cyclist has prompted a coroner to raise concerns over paths near a main road in Tadworth. A man
named John Bass died after falling … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS LETTERS

Non-political and all-political
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16 May 2024

Dear Editor, It is good to see that, despite stepping down as a Borough Councillor, Vince Romagnuolo has lost none of his
enthusiasm for historically partisan approach to local politics. … READ MORE

How amiable are thy tabernacles ?
Jane Pickles reviews Saturday May 18th’s Ashtead Choral Society concert at St Martin’s Epsom.

If you live in north Surrey, you are lucky to have such a busy and vibrant music scene with so many concerts given by so many
different groups at so many different venues.

Quantity is one thing but Ashtead Choral Society’s Brahms concert on 18 May in Epsom highlighted the sheer quality and
professionalism we also have available locally. Kent Sinfonia set the tone for an emotional evening with Brahms Tragic Overture.
From Dr Andrew Storey’s first down beat we knew that the orchestra was as one in committing to Brahm’s journey of light and
dark. Being a church St Martin’s does not have great sight lines for all seats, but the monitors allow the audience to observe up
close what is going on, and it felt like Storey was able to give Kent Sinfonia space to play stepping in to only to encourage and
finesse at key moments.

That brought us to Brahm’s German Requiem. We knew Kent Sinfonia were up for a night of high emotion, and the choir were not
to be outdone with their first haunting ‘Selig sind’ (blessed are they) which developed into two wonderfully evocative movements
delivered by choir and orchestra. The well-known second movement – ‘Denn alles Fleisch ist wie Gras’ (All flesh is a grass) – was
delivered with purpose building to promised ‘joy and gladness’. Talking of quality, it was good to see the baritone, Daniel Tate,
and soprano, Eleanor Pennell-Briggs back in Epsom for this event. Tate’s appearance saw him work his intonement, ‘Lord, make
me to know mine end’, building with the orchestra and choir to a long, glorious final fugue from Storey into which players and
singers flung themselves.

After  a  welcome glass  of  wine,  the choir  eased us  back into  Brahms’  journey with  the motet-like  ‘How amiable  are  thy
tabernacles’  before Pennell-Briggs gave us the comfort promised by the fifth movement with mesmerizing tenderness and
simplicity. Tate’s return portended more drama, and the choir did not disappoint with cries of ‘death where is thy sting?’ from
which Storey set up a triumphant ‘Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power.’ This might have been a fine
hopeful and triumphant end to the work, but Brahms gives us a final seventh movement ending as he starts with a reprise of the
tender ‘selig sind’ motif from which Storey eased us to final ‘rest from our labours’ as Brahms’ epic melted into peace.

ACS is commemorating Remembrance Day in Epsom on 9 November and I have no doubt their assembled forces will provide
another great evening of quality music with their programme of Hadyn’s Nelson Mass and Faure’s Requiem.

Jane Pickles

Related reports:

Ashtead Choral Society give a lesson in three Rs

Ashtead Choral Society celebrated Surrey’s Vaughan Williams.
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