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27th April 2023
27 April 2023

COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEWS

Cautious candidates cause College and Court cancellations
27 April 2023

The three willing Residents Association candidates for College Ward were disappointed that the Liberal Democrats,
Conservatives and Labour Candidates did not register to participate in last night’s scheduled local election … READ
MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEWS

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash
27 April 2023

The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public. Residents Association candidates … READ MORE

NEWS WESTMINSTER

Politics or personality puzzles Claygate voters
26 April 2023

It’s a grey day in Claygate but the mood among the Lib Dems who have gathered at a micro pub next to the village station
is anything but gloomy. In … READ MORE
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COUNCIL PLANNING

The cost of planning
25 April 2023

Green Belt campaigners have obtained a breakdown of over half-a-million pounds spent so far by Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council on the draft Local Plan and the Town Centre MasterPlan. … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Many Surrey motorists will be paying the ULEZ charge.
25 April 2023

There could be more than 250,000 cars on Surrey’s roads that do not meet ULEZ complaint standards. That figure climbs
to 335,584 cars when counting those with Statutory Off Road … READ MORE

FOOTBALL SPORTS

“Is it promotion you’re looking for?”
23 April 2023

Back to back away victories for Epsom and Ewell FC win 2nd place in the league and home front play-offs for promotion.
Richard Lambert reports on both matches: Chessington & … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEWS

Polls apart – from the norm?
21 April 2023
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The Epsom Playhouse is listed as one of Surrey’s “quirky” polling stations in the report below from the BBC’s LDRS
(Epsom and Ewell Times’ official news partner). A full list … READ MORE

EDUCATION NEWS

Epsom’s university to go from millions to zero
20 April 2023

UCA Epsom has secured a multi-million-pound fund to meet a Net Zero target. The University for the Creative Arts (UCA)
in Epsom has been awarded £4.5m in Government funding to decarbonise … READ MORE

EDUCATION NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Surrey Prof. gets £2M for AI driven clean energy
20 April 2023

The University of Surrey’s Professor Jin Xuan has won a prestigious Open Fellowship from the Engineering and Physical
Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) to develop the next generation of clean energy … READ MORE

Cautious  candidates  cause  College  and  Court
cancellations
27 April 2023

The three willing Residents Association candidates for College Ward were disappointed that the Liberal Democrats,
Conservatives and Labour Candidates did not register to participate in last night’s scheduled local election hustings. The
Epsom and Ewell Times pulled the plug on the event in the afternoon as we did not think it appropriate to stage a one-
party event. Cllr Nigel Collin (RA College Ward) and his colleagues Charlotte Day and Kate Brooks had willingly
registered after the first invitation to do so.

Top image – an empty 3rd Scout Hall St John Chandlers, Church Road, Epsom

Similarly, for Court Ward, only Robert Geleit of the Labour Party registered to face the public and debate with his
opponents from the Liberal Democrats, Residents Association and Conservatives, but they did not show willing and we
pulled the plug to avoid a one-man one-party show.

The willing candidates:

Charlotte Mary Day – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.
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I aim to create a sustainable future and if elected, I will focus on sustainable development as well as protecting the
countryside and our green spaces.

Kate Emily Brooks – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

I am committed to protecting our area and my 10 month old daughter has made me want to make Epsom and Ewell the
best place to enable families to thrive.I will press SCC to improve maintenance of our roads and pavements.

Nigel Collin – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

My aim is to continue to improve the Community and to help resolve residents problems. If elected , I will continue to
scrutinize Council Expenditure to ensure value for money and to fight for a cessation of the statutory nuisance caused by

operations in the chalk pit.
Cllr Collin was keen to use the opportunity to rebut LibDem claims: On the Local Plan Cllr Collin points out the LibDems
voted for the Draft Local Plan, the Government forces EEBC to use Green Belt, Council meetings are only held in private

to protect 3rd party privacy and potholes are Surrey’s responsibility and we will press them hard.

 Rob Geleit – Labour Party for Court.

I am standing to stick up for my friends and neighbours in Court Ward. We go out door knocking every weekend and get
round the area once a year. Every time we are out we pick up two or three problems to fix, so over the course of an
electoral term we really lift the area.
No other Party will do this for you.
We are a strong opposition to the ruling Residents’ Association Party. I have heard one of them say that we are their
‘conscience’.
Vote Labour!

Related Reports:
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Letters › Epsom & Ewell Times – Julie Morris responds to Cllr Collin

Local Elections 4th May 2023

Borough Council Election Hustings 2023

All Candidates listed

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash
27 April 2023

The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public.

Residents Association candidates Steve Bridger and Martin Olney had been prepared to answer your questions and
debate with Alison Kelly (who cycled to three churches in her quest for the hustings – see below) and David Buxton of
the Liberal Democrats and Andrew Bailey of the Green Party.

The candidates who did not register to attend the hustings were Karen Landle and Richard Chinn (Labour) and Aaron
Persand and Stephen Pontin (Conservative).

The Gods seemed to be determined that this hustings would not take place. Firstly, we wrongly assumed a hall we had
booked was the Scout Hall at the rear of Epsom Methodist Church in Ashley Road. An eagle eyed scout-leader spotted our
error Tuesday and pointed out that we had booked the St Martins Scout troop hall. We then wrongly assumed their hall
was beside St Martin’s Church in Church Street and re-directed people there. Then on the night we discovered the scout
hall is in fact at the rear of the former St. John Chandler Church in Church Road.

To cap it all Church Road was closed for access at the East Street junction.

Two determined electors of Stamford Ward managed to work this out and turned up but agreed the abandonment of
proceedings. But nevertheless they had the chance to engage with Cllr Steve McCormick (RA candidate for Woodcote
and Langley Vale) who had attended as a spectator. As had Janice Baker of the Green Party standing in Nonsuch.

Lionel Blackman, who was to chair the event said: “It’s all my fault. I am sorry. We will get it right in 2027. Plenty of
time to continue our mission to inject new life into our local democracy. You know, in the global struggle against
authoritarianism not  only  must  we  nurse  democracy  at  the  micro-local  level,  if  conducted  with  personal  respect
democracy can be fun. And we did have a bit of fun last night, albeit at my expense.”

Epsom and Ewell Times is very confident, however, that the next hustings for the new ward of Horton will take place on
Tuesday 2nd May at Southfield Park Primary School,  Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF at 7pm. There is only one such
school isn’t there?

The candidates willing to face the public standing in Stamford Ward:

Steve Bridger – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell 
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I took up the challenge of being a Councillor when I retired to put something back into the area that I have lived for the
majority of my life. I have secured 3 successful CIL bids for my Ward – 2 for Epsom Common and 1 for Horton Country
Park. I am a believer in sustainability and any way that we can recycle, use power and resources more efficiently and
generally be more careful about what we buy.
I became part of the RA due to the non-political stance that it takes – I am not told what to do or how to vote (I have voted
against items that could affect my Ward and residents). I enjoy meeting residents, helping them out not only with matters
concerning the Council  but  giving my life  experiences  to  assist  in  some civil  matters.  I  have assisted in  fighting
inappropriate planning matters (Kingswood House School, Clayhill Lodge etc.)
Party Politics should not come into local ‘politics’, promises of changing things that are outside our realm are matters that
are decided by the politicians and outside our control – they have no place here.
I am proud to be part of the Borough that is known throughout the world, just mention Epsom and everyone knows or has
heard of it, so lets keep it non-political and a great place to live, work and enjoy!

David Buxton – Liberal Democrat Focus Team 

David has lived in Epsom for 18 years and worked as CEO for one of Londons leading Disabled Peoples Organisations.
David was previously an Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor for four years. For 10 years David was a Committee
Member and Chair of Livingstone Park Association leading the campaign to pull down the derelict Water Tower, and the
campaign for the dilapidated Horton Chapel to become a charitable trust, enabling its transformation to its former glory
as a listed building – the now new Horton Chapel Arts Centre! David was formerly Chair of the British Deaf Association
and is a current Board Member of the European Union of the Deaf. David led the British Sign Language (BSL) Act
Campaign nationally,  he has won several  national campaign awards and has been named as one of  Britain’s most
influential disabled people. David is keen to protect wildlife, parks and the Green Belt.

Alison Kelly – Liberal Democrat Focus Team
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Alison has lived in Epsom since 1986 and was a Borough Councillor for 8 years serving on planning and finance
committees. From 2007 to 2015, Alison was the main opposition spokesperson on budgetary and financial policy. Alison
became involved in local politics to protect our open areas and gardens because of her dismay at the number of planning
decisions that were changing the landscape. Alison welcomes this opportunity to be directly involved in deciding local
planning issues. Alison is particularly interested in promoting energy efficiency and recycling and is keen to ensure that
the borough exceeds targets and meets residents’ expectations. Alison also enjoys fitness, gardening and volunteering
locally.

Alison Kelly outside the final destination of St John Chandlers Church of her cycle-quest to find the hustings.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm her bicycle was there – just out of view of the photo.

Andrew Bailey – Green Party
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Andrew Bailey says:
“I will help build a sustainable future where our greenbelt is fully protected. I strongly believe in community

engagement and consensus politics. My aim is for Epsom council to provide better tools so people can recognise positive
change – increases in recycling, downturn in pollution, engage in development plans and tell the council where they

don’t feel safe. A community exists only when people feel their voices are heard.”
Andrew Bailey – Stamford Ward and Green candidate Janice Baker, who is standing in Nonsuch Ward, in eager

attendance at the second of the wrong venues – St Martins Church Hall.

Martin Olney – Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
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The RA has not cut any services in the last four years and the auditors have complimented them on their sound
management of ever-dwindling financial resources. I want to help maintain the Borough’s efficiency and continue to

provide what local people want. I was a Councillor in 2015 -2019, my main interest was planning and planning policy. I
also looked after Veterans in the Borough as well as maintained our heritage assets.

The results of the consultation on the Local Plan have made the RA pause the plan. I will work for a new plan that meets
the needs of the residents.

Surrey County Council is failing to maintain our roads, deliver enough schools places or provide adequate transport.
Ofsted gave a ‘requires improvement’ for their Child Service, one of many dismal performances. I will pressure them to

meet their obligations as they take 76% of your Council Tax.
The RA is focused on issues, within their responsibilities, that impact the people in the Ward. The National political

parties have a wider agenda and are influenced by a central office. A vote for the RA is a vote for local decisions being
taken after consultation with local people.

Epsom’s university to go from millions to zero
27 April 2023

UCA Epsom has secured a multi-million-pound fund to meet a Net Zero target. The University for the Creative Arts (UCA)
in Epsom has been awarded £4.5m in Government funding to decarbonise heating at its campus.

By harnessing new technologies and increasing onsite power generation, the University aims to deliver more than a 90%
reduction in carbon emissions from energy consumption across a ten-year period and meet its commitment to Net Zero
carbon emissions by 2030.   

Professor Mark Ellul, Chief Operating Officer at UCA, said: “Since 2007, our investment in energy efficiency and
onsite renewables, have halved our carbon emissions despite growing as a university. We are now building on this work to
create a step-change in our efforts to reach Net Zero. 

“We are committed to being one of the greenest universities in the UK and this funding is an endorsement of the work we
have already undertaken to deliver greener campuses.”  

Scott Keiller, UCA Sustainability Manager said: “In the coming months we will be developing our plans, aiming to
replace our gas-powered heating with ground source and air  source heat pumps by spring 2025.  We will  also be
significantly increasing our solar power generation to reduce our demand on grid electricity and adding sophisticated
energy control systems and grid connected energy storage.”  

The project will  be funded by the Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) with the University
committing a similar amount of funding. The Public Sector scheme was initiated by the Department for Energy Security
and Net Zero and it is delivered by Salix Finance. 

Director of Programmes Ian Rodger from Salix Finance said: “The projects at the University of Creative Arts are
ambitious and our teams at Salix are looking forward to being part of the University’s journey to reach its Net Zero
targets.

“The University has made substantial progress in the last few years in reducing its carbon emissions and this PSDS grant
will enable significant further carbon reductions.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-university-to-go-from-millions-to-zero
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“As well as creating greener campuses, the buildings will also be more comfortable for the students, staff and other
visitors to use.”

20th April 2023
27 April 2023

ARTS COMMUNITY CULTURE

Spotlight on Epsom’s Film Festival
19 April 2023

Romy Sustar In conversation with the father of The Satisfied Eye International Film Festival (SEIFF), Chris Hastings:
When discussing film festivals, one thinks of the famous five festivals: Venice, Cannes, … READ MORE

BUSINESS COMMUNITY HEALTH

The Great Epsom Bike Off raises money for the Children’s Trust
19 April 2023

On Saturday 15th April, Epsom based PR agency, The Oracle Group, and its partner charity, The Children’s Trust, held
The Great Epsom Bike Off at The Ashley Centre in Epsom … READ MORE

CRIME NEWS POLICING

Surrey Police secretly recorded public’s calls with officers
19 April 2023

You probably knew 999 calls are recorded but did you know your conversations with individual Surrey Police Officers
were being secretly recorded without you knowing? Surrey Police has escaped a … READ MORE
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COUNCIL CRIME

Surrey joining up to tackle violence against women
19 April 2023

A new countywide, partnership strategy has been agreed to boost the county’s collective efforts to end Violence Against
Women and Girls in Surrey. Work will now commence with partners across … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Voter ID deadline warning
17 April 2023

Epsom and Ewell Times has reported before about anxieties around the new requirement for photo ID for voters at the
upcoming local elections 4th May. LDRS reports on anxieties in … READ MORE

FOOTBALL SPORTS

Vital points for local football team
16 April 2023

On Saturday Epsom and Ewell FC secured an extremely important three points against promotion rivals Selsey, defeating
them by the same score line of 3-2 that we had in deepest … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS PLANNING
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Two Epsom brownfield developments?
15 April 2023

With local controversies about the draft Local Plan eyeing up Green Belt, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council soon decides
on two Town proposals. LDRS reports: Plans for a care home … READ MORE

BUSINESS COMMUNITY TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Oiling the wheels of justice on Surrey Hills
14 April 2023

The High Court legal challenge into oil drilling at Dunsfold has been confirmed for June 8. The case will examine planning
permission granted for exploratory drilling of £123million of oil … READ MORE

ARTS

Fancy a sausage sandwich?
14 April 2023

Danny Baker – The Sausage Sandwich Tour– Epsom Playhouse – 12 April 2023. A review by Epsom and Ewell Times. Once
television’s go to cheeky chappie Cockney, Danny Baker demonstrates … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Full list of candidates for Epsom and Ewell Council
13 April 2023

Epsom and Ewell residents will go to the polls on May 4 to elect their councillors for the next four years. All 35 seats on
the council are up for … READ MORE
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COMMUNITY CRIME

You could re-train to reform offenders
13 April 2023

People in Surrey are being urged to consider job opportunities in the Probation Service as HM Prison and Probation
Service (HMPPS) launches a recruitment drive in the area. The new … READ MORE

FOOTBALL SPORTS

Surrey FA young mascot search is on
13 April 2023

Young Surrey residents will get the chance to walk out with the finalists of this year’s Surrey Senior Cup final – thanks to
Specsavers. In partnership with Specsavers, who sponsor … READ MORE

FOOTBALL SPORTS

All level after quick return
13 April 2023

Epsom & Ewell 1-1 Mile Oak. Southern Combination League – Division One. Wednesday 12th April 2023 For the first time
since 2006 we played consecutive fixtures against the same team … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT
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ULEZ Court battle looming
12 April 2023

Sadiq Khan’s proposed ULEZ expansion to the Surrey border will be challenged in the High Court after a judge ruled
there were valid legal arguments to be heard. Five councils, … READ MORE

You could re-train to reform offenders
27 April 2023

People in Surrey are being urged to consider job opportunities in the Probation Service as HM Prison and Probation
Service (HMPPS) launches a recruitment drive in the area.

The new roles are open to a wide range of applicants, from those starting out to those with wider life or work experience.
The roles are ideal for those looking for a rewarding career where they can both motivate and inspire others to change for
the better, and build safer places to live.

HM Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) is already seeing people moving in to the sector from retail and hospitality
with many recent new joiners also quitting office jobs for a more rewarding role in the service. The campaign hopes to
inspire others to consider making the switch.

The number of people working in probation in Surrey and across Kent and Sussex has increased in the last twelve months.
Currently there are 1,043 people* working in Probation Service roles and in 2022 the region welcomed 213 new joiners.
Some have come forward to support the recruitment campaign and encourage other people to consider roles like theirs.

Jordan Hayes-Hussey,  aged 25,  is  a  case administrator  from Godalming,  Surrey.  Jordan was working in
marketing after completing a communication and media degree when he decided to change career and join
the Probation Service. Jordan says:

“I joined the Probation Service because I wanted a role where I could work with people from different backgrounds, make
a difference through my work and have opportunities to progress. It can be a fast-paced working environment but every
day is different and it’s a really rewarding job.

You’ll need good communication skills, determination and an open mind to succeed but you’ll get training and support
from a wider team as part of the role. If you’re interested in building new skills and working in a role that positively
contributes to society I’d recommend applying.”

Amber Boyle, aged 24 is a probation services officer from Staines, Surrey. Amber completed a law degree and
joined the Probation Service after working in the courts. Amber says:

“I decided to join the Probation Service after witnessing the positive impact probation staff had on offenders’ lives. I
started working as a court case administrator and then applied internally to be a probation services officer. I find the role
really rewarding and enjoy being able to give people the tools they need to improve their lives and get back on track.

The job, like any role, has its challenges and you need to be authentic and able to adapt your communication skills to suit
the people you’re working with, but it’s a really worthwhile endeavour and you’ll be given the training and flexibility you
need.”

Probation Service staff support offenders on their rehabilitation journey, helping them to make better life choices and
reducing the chances they will re-offend.

HMPPS is looking to fill a number of roles including probation services officers, case administrators and trainee probation
officers.  The  Probation  Service  works  with  over  230,000  people  on  probation  serving  community  sentences  and
individuals who are pre or post-release from prison. Roles within the service help to support their rehabilitation and
protect the public.

2022 data on the diversity of the Probation Service shows a 1% increase to 17% in the number of Probation Service staff
from an ethnically diverse background compared to 16% in 2020. HMPPS is continuing to build on this work to attract a
wave of recruits who are even more representative of the community they serve.

All roles are challenging and rewarding, with great training, support and opportunities for progression. Specific roles
currently include:

Case administrators  play  a  key  role,  using  their  great  organisational  and communication  skills  to  support  their
probation colleagues and help offenders turn their lives around. Eligibility requirements for the role include strong
communication skills (verbal and written) and good IT and keyboard skills.

Probation services officers undertake the full range of work with offenders before and after sentence, and in the

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ulez-court-battle-looming
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community – including, assessments,  sentencing and managing people throughout their probation period.  Eligibility
requirements for the role include a minimum C-grade GCSEs or equivalent,  or relevant work experience including
sufficient writing skills

Applications to become a case administrator or probation services officer are open now:  https://probationjobs.co.uk/

Through the trainee probation officer programme, candidates will gain a level 6 equivalent professional qualification upon
completion, along with a competitive salary and generous leave. When you start your training, you’ll be a probation
services officer, learning whilst earning on the job and studying to gain your fully funded Professional Qualification in
Probation (PQiP). Eligibility requirements for the role include a Level 5 qualification, or above, such as an honours degree,
a  f o u n d a t i o n  d e g r e e  o r  a  d i p l o m a  o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n .  R e g i s t e r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t
now:  https://www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com/apply/

Surrey FA young mascot search is on
27 April 2023

Young Surrey residents will get the chance to walk out with the finalists of this year’s Surrey Senior Cup final – thanks to
Specsavers.

In partnership with Specsavers, who sponsor the competition, Surrey Football Association will offer the opportunity for
children to be a part of this year’s team of Surrey mascots. The lucky winners will walk out with both teams competing in
the final of the Specsavers Surrey Senior Cup.

In addition, they will also receive a brand-new kit to wear on the day of the final and a free set of tickets for their adult or
guardian to attend the game.

The final is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 3 May 2023 at Meadowbank Football Ground, home of Surrey FA and
Dorking Wanderers Football Club.

Closing on Sunday 23April, the online competition invites adult guardians to enter on behalf of a child aged four to twelve
years. To be in with the chance of winning, the child needs to answer this very simple question:

“What is your most memorable moment either playing or supporting football?”

Specsavers stores across Surrey have been lead sponsors of the Senior Surrey Cup for over five years. Its network of local
opticians and audiologists across the county share a common mission with Surrey FA, to better the health of those within
their local communities.

Epsom and Leatherhead Retail Director Mihaela Ovadiuc comments: ‘Grassroots sports plays such an important role to
instil healthy, active living across all age groups. It’s why all the Specsavers stores across the Surrey region have come
together to invest in the Surrey FA. We want to ensure they can keep going for many years to come and keep that passion
for football alive and kicking across the county.’

Parents and guardians representing their child can apply to enter the competition here:

http://bit.ly/3nKR2LO

Representatives of Surrey FA will directly contact winners. Terms and conditions apply.

13th April 2023
27 April 2023

https://probationjobs.co.uk/
https://www.traintobeaprobationofficer.com/apply/
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LOCAL HISTORY POLICING

Surrey Police’s nose for dog training
8 April 2023

Surrey Police led the way in Police Dog development by offering a Metropolitan Police Officer, DC Harry Darbyshire, a
transfer to the Surrey Constabulary in October 1947, where he was … READ MORE

HOUSING NEWS

Epsom and Ewell tenants paying for energy inefficient homes?
8 April 2023

55% of inspected rented homes in Epsom and Ewell are below Grade C in Energy Performance ratings. Landlords are
required to obtain Energy Performance Certificates for their rentals. To obtain … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEWS

Beginning to line up for local elections
7 April 2023

A new Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will be elected on the 4th May. All 35 seats in all 14 wards are open to the
competition. Epsom and Ewell Times … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Chance for Epsom and Ewell’s say on Heathrow flights
6 April 2023

Epsom and Ewell residents see and hear planes flying to and from Heathrow Airport. They are usually at a height of 6,000
to 7,000 feet. A new consultation is out … READ MORE
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Beginning to line up for local elections
27 April 2023

A new Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will be elected on the 4th May. All 35 seats in all 14 wards are open to the
competition. Epsom and Ewell Times is providing every candidate standing the opportunity to have published on these
pages details of their candidacy and a short statement why they are standing.

The candidates are listed strictly in order of receipt of their details.

CLICK HERE for the Epsom and Ewell Times guide to all candidates – as it stands today.

When nominations close and the official list of candidates is published our list will be verified. We are not responsible if
any candidate chooses not to provide details but we will endeavour to include the names and parties represented of all
candidates after the official lists are published.

Candidates can supply their details via Form of entry for candidates.

You may find useful this EEBC official map of the Wards. You should have posted to you a polling card stating in which
ward you live and are eligible to vote for.

The new ward of Horton and the three most closely contested wards in the last election of 2019 will each have a hustings
organised by Epsom and Ewell Times as follows:

Wednesday 26th April:

3rd Scout Hall, Epsom Methodist Church, Ashley Road. Epsom, KT18 5AQ

6.15pm Stamford Ward

7.15pm Court Ward

8.15pm College Ward

Tuesday 2nd May at 7pm:

Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF, one hustings will be held for the new ward of
Horton.

Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo – no vote!

6th April 2023
27 April 2023

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

4th May Surrey goes to the polls
6 April 2023

Election day in Surrey takes place on May 4 this year but because of the way the county is broken up, not every poll will
be the same. Surrey operates … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/beginning-to-line-up-for-local-elections
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Register to vote deadline for elections
5 April 2023

The deadline to register to vote in May’s local elections is approaching. Those who need to register, including those who
have recently moved house, need to do so before midnight … READ MORE

COMMUNITY LOCAL HISTORY VOLUNTEERS

A Valentine unloved for over 125 years, till now
4 April 2023

Another short and tragic life buried in an unmarked grave in Epsom’s abandoned Horton Cemetery is brought to life by
one of the volunteer team of researchers. The full story … READ MORE

EDUCATION HEALTH NEWS

Surrey sleep specialists supported
3 April 2023

The University of Surrey has been awarded £1.7 million to further research into the sleep and circadian rhythms of people
living with dementia.   Disturbed sleep is a common symptom for … READ MORE

ARTS CULTURE

Passion in the heart of Epsom
2 April 2023

Epsom Chamber Choir performed “Music for Passiontide” in Epsom’s St Martin’s Church on Saturday 25th March in a
varied programme of singing and playing. Passiontide is a name for the … READ MORE
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS NEWS

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
2 April 2023

In an exclusive for Epsom and Ewell Times we report on voter turnout in the last four Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
Elections. 2007, 2011, 2015 and 2019. The May … READ MORE

COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Worrying about voter ID law
2 April 2023

Voter disenfranchisement and how to overcome it was discussed at Reigate and Banstead Borough Council Thursday 30th
March as the authority wound up its business ahead of the May 4 … READ MORE

CRIME NEWS

Jail  for  prolific  Epsom  burglar  who  preyed  on  vulnerable
women
31 March 2023

Thanks to the determination of Surrey officers, a prolific burglar from Epsom has found himself sentenced to over three
years behind bars. Frank Smith, 27, from Rutland Close was sentenced … READ MORE

HEALTH NEWS
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A different kind of cutting in Surrey’s NHS?
31 March 2023

Robots will be performing more operations, including general surgery and gynaecology at a Surrey NHS hospital trust
seeking to introduce “significant savings”, a board meeting heard. The Surrey and Sussex … READ MORE

COMMUNITY HEALTH

Surrey’s leader’s life pledge for brain tumour research
31 March 2023

Surrey County Council’s leader said his focus “for the rest of his life” will be fulfilling a promise made to his daughter
before she died to fundraise for brain tumour research. … READ MORE

FOOTBALL SPORTS

Goalless draw a relief from 4 goal defeats for both sides.
30 March 2023

Mile Oak 0-0 Epsom & Ewell. Southern Combination League – Division One. Wednesday 29th March. On Wednesday
evening two teams came together, both low on confidence and nursing 5-1 defeats … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Pothole payouts and repairs penalise Councillor projects?
30 March 2023

Surrey County Council has spent more than £800,000 in pothole compensation payouts in the last five years but it hopes
front-loading the road maintenance budget will help end the broken-road scourge. … READ MORE

BUSINESS NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

The Hills Are Alive With the Sound of Drilling… ?
30 March 2023

The owners of a Surrey oil field have signed an agreement to “deliver increased production and revenues” that will allow
it to focus on its Dunsfold site. Environmental campaigners, however, … READ MORE
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COUNCIL PLANNING

Surrey County’s Cathedral citadel conserved…
30 March 2023

The “fundamental specialness” of Guildford and its cathedral have been preserved after plans to build 124 homes next to
the historic site were refused. Guildford Borough Council’s planning committee met … READ MORE

A Valentine unloved for over 125 years, till now
27 April 2023

Another short and tragic life buried in an unmarked grave in Epsom’s abandoned Horton Cemetery is brought to life by
one of the volunteer team of researchers. The full story can be read on www.hortoncemetery.org

The story of Valentine Ridley: At just 6 years old, in 1897, we find Valentine and his sister Elizabeth in the Greenwich
Union Poor School. Their father George is “in house”, that is, living in the workhouse. There is no mention of Valentine’s
mother or his younger sisters. Later in October Elizabeth is released ‘c/o Father’.

In May 1898 Valentine and all three of his sisters were admitted, along with their father, to the Greenwich Union Work
House, their address is given as Snead Street, New Cross which is shown on Booth’s Maps as “comfortable” two storey
houses, with bay windows, usually shared by two families.  Sadly, by August of that year Valentine was in the Brighton
Road, School, Sutton.  His father is now shown as ‘out of house on leave’. In June of this year Valentine’s youngest sister,
Florence,  was transferred to the Work House Infirmary where she died in October 1898, having lived a short sad life, so
possibly George’s ‘leave’ was due to this event.

Periods of leave were granted to look for work, deal with family problems or celebrations.  Someone like Valentine’s
father George, became known as an “in and out” as they spent their lives in and out of the workhouse/infirmary.

The 1901 Census, taken on 31st March, shows all three children in the Banstead Road School, Sutton, but on 23rd Dec 1901
Valentine, Elizabeth and Mildred are discharged from the Brighton Rd School and returned to the Workhouse again.
These two schools were run by the same authority and seem almost interchangeable.

on 18th November 1909 he is admitted to the Ewell Epileptic Colony where he lived for the next 7 years. According to the
1911 Census he developed Epilepsy when he was 16 years old, just one year prior to being admitted. With no family to
care for him we can assume that the Greenwich Union was happy to pass his care to the Epileptic Colony in Ewell.

Valentine died on 21st February 1916 and was buried in the Horton Estate Cemetery on 25th February in plot number
2014a, he was just 23yrs old.

The ‘Epsom Colony’, part of the Epsom Cluster of five mental hospitals’ had been opened in 1903 to care for “the Epileptic
insane of the Metropolis”. This new approach housed patients in a collection of villas, avoiding the stigma of living in a
mental asylum.  The treatment consisted of a specially regulated diet and doses of potassium bromide, the first effective
treatment for controlling epilepsy.  The patients were expected to contribute to their costs by working on the hospital
farm or in the kitchens, laundry or bakery, all of which supported the Epsom cluster of hospitals.

Lesley Lee

Copyright: The Friends of Horton Cemetery
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Surrey sleep specialists supported
27 April 2023

The University of Surrey has been awarded £1.7 million to further research into the sleep and circadian rhythms of
people living with dementia.  

Disturbed sleep is a common symptom for people living with dementia, but it is not known how and to what extent sleep
disturbance exacerbates the disease. 

Led by Professor Derk-Jan Dijk, the team at Surrey will expand their innovative programme of research that is using
new technologies to non-invasively monitor and improve the sleep of dementia sufferers. The research is conducted in
close collaboration with Imperial College London and the Surrey and Borders Partnership Trust, as part of the UK
Dementia Research Institute (UK DRI). 

Professor Derk-Jan Dijk, Director of Surrey Sleep Research Centre (SSRC), said:  

“People living with dementia often have issues with sleep and, often, their memory is seemingly worse after a bad night.
Good quality sleep is integral to our cognitive health, and now we need to test whether improving the sleep of those living
with dementia will slow down the progression of the condition and preserve an individual’s memory for longer. To assist
with this, we have the opportunity to use new technologies to both monitor and potentially improve the sleep of dementia
sufferers over an extended period, in a way that is non-intrusive and supportive to people living with dementia and their
carers.  

“This award is invaluable in helping us to continue our work and I am grateful to the UK DRI, the Medical Research
Council, Alzheimer’s Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society for making this possible.” 

To learn more and ultimately improve the sleep of those living with dementia, researchers are applying digital health
technologies that can sense movements and physiological signals of individuals whilst they sleep. This combined with
mathematical modelling, machine learning, video analysis of sleep behaviour and molecular biomarker approaches, will
yield  a  comprehensive  understanding of  the  relationship  between sleep,  circadian rhythms,  symptoms and disease
progression in people living with dementia.  

Professor Dijk added:  

“A major advantage of the novel digital technologies we’re working with, many of which are contactless, is that they pose
very little burden on the participant and can be used to monitor sleep and circadian rhythms in the home environment for
weeks, months and years.” 

The Surrey team will also continue to test new interventions to improve sleep. Interventions to be tested include changing
brain oscillations through delivery of precisely targeted auditory stimulation during REM sleep (a sleep stage thought to
be particular important for brain function) or improving the light environment to boost circadian rhythms. 

Professor Paul Townsend, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the
University of Surrey, said:  

“Congratulations to Professor Dijk and the team of researchers from across the University in securing this fantastic
award. This is testament to their hard work and dedication in this field.  

“This year marks 20 years of the Surrey Sleep Research Centre which continues to go from strength to strength and
cements our position as a global leader of sleep research.”  

Fiona Carragher, Director of Research and Influencing at Alzheimer’s Society and a Surrey alumni, said:  

“As a founding partner and funder of the UK DRI, we are very proud of what the Institute has achieved since its launch in
2017. We congratulate everyone involved in placing it on the map as a global leader in dementia research and for the
great impact it has had so far. This has included critical research into developing new diagnostic tools to ensure people
living with dementia receive an early and accurate diagnosis, potentially giving them access to one of the disease-
modifying treatments we hope to see emerging from the clinical trials pipeline in the coming years.” 

Surrey University Press Office

Passion in the heart of Epsom
27 April 2023
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Epsom Chamber Choir performed “Music for Passiontide” in Epsom’s St Martin’s Church on Saturday 25th March
in a varied programme of singing and playing. Passiontide is a name for the last two weeks of Lent, and the repertoire for
the concert, which was directed by guest conductor Jack Apperley, had been carefully chosen to reflect the emotions and
suffering of this time.

The central work was Dieterich Buxtehude’s Membra Jesu Nostri, a Passion-meditation for Holy Week, which consists of
a series of seven cantatas. On this occasion, the cantatas were performed over the course of the evening, interspersed
with other a cappella anthems and motets.

For the Buxtehude, the choir was joined by the Chamberlain Ensemble, an early music group of 9 members, including
violins, a violone (a large viol), viols, theorbo and organ, along with four excellent soloists (Lily Platts – soprano, Pete
Dockrill – alto, Dominic Edwards – tenor, and Fionn Ó hAlmhain – bass). I was particularly moved by Lily’s aria in the third
cantata, “Ad manus” (to the hands) and I very much enjoyed the well blended trios with alto, tenor and bass in the later
cantatas.

The accompaniment by the Chamberlain Ensemble enhanced the variety of moods, often reflective and sombre but
sometimes uplifting, and the sound became even more intense when 5 viols joined in the sixth cantata for orchestra and
soloists alone. Each member of the ensemble added to the texture and brought out the beauty and
sensitivity in the music. An extra special mention needs to be made here to one of the viol players, Helen Williams, who
is also a long-standing member of the Chamber Choir.

But what of the Epsom Chamber Choir themselves? They obviously knew all the music very well and maintained good
contact with the audience throughout. Dynamics, diction and storytelling were beautiful and well executed, and the blend
and balance between the voice parts (as many as 9 in Paul Mealor’s Ubi Caritas) was clearly heard.

The anthems and motets were all unaccompanied and ranged from the 16th to the 21st centuries. I had two particular
favourites. To begin the second half of the concert, the choir processed to the back of the church, formed a semi-circle
using the full width of the building, and sang Antonio Lotti’s 8-part Crucifixus (written around 1718). The sound was
fuller in this configuration, as if surround sound had been switched on… The
suspensions were spine tingling, and the emotional intensity exceptionally powerful representing the agonies of the
Crucifixion. You could have heard a pin drop at the end.

My other favourite was Crux Fidelis, (Faithful Cross) with music by Sarah MacDonald (born in 1968) and set to words
written by Emilia Lanier (1569 – 1645) and Emily Dickinson (1830-1886). The piece is not as complex from a musical
point of view as some of the others we heard, but you could tell that the choir were fully engaged in
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delivering its message, with the meditative refrain of “Crux Fidelis” underpinning the excellent storytelling.

Jack Apperley, the Guest Conductor for this concert was in fine form, giving clear direction throughout. His energy, his
explanations of the music in between items, and his obvious enjoyment of the performances, completed the experience for
everyone.

Anne Ridge

30th March 2023
27 April 2023

30th March 2023 print edition

Magazine edition

COUNCIL PLANNING

County resists nimbies against children’s home
30 March 2023

Resident objections to a new children’s home and apartments for care leavers have been labelled “petty” as councillors
approved the plans. The former Adult Education Centre in Dene Street, Dorking can now … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS

Middling rate for Epsom and Ewell Council Tax
29 March 2023

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is slap in the middle of the 11 Surrey boroughs table of band D council tax charges for
2023/2024. The difference between the highest and … READ MORE

COUNCIL EDUCATION

How to cut the County’s cake?
29 March 2023

A Surrey MP challenges the cuts the County makes to supporting children with special educational and disability needs
(SEND), in a classic how to cut the County Council’s cake dilemma. … READ MORE
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COUNCIL ELECTIONS

No photo – no vote!
27 March 2023

You need photo ID to vote in person at the upcoming 4th May local elections. In an important announcement from Epsom
and Ewell Borough Council the new Government rules are … READ MORE

FOOTBALL NEWS SPORTS

Salts give Mullets taste for big victory
26 March 2023

Arundel FC 5-1 Epsom & Ewell FC. Saturday 25th March. Arundel, nicknamed the Mullets, secured their first ever
competitive victory over us in comprehensive circumstances at Mill Road on Saturday … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS

Spelthorne’s thorny property problems spelt out
24 March 2023

Following the report on Woking’s woes we have Emily Coady-Stemp from LDRS report on another sister Surrey borough’s
woes over property investments: Spelthorne’s former leader says “hand on heart” he … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS

Waking to Woking’s woeful debt
24 March 2023

Epsom and Ewell Times has followed the finances at this sister Surrey borough. We all should perhaps be concerned and
learn lessons from a County borough that can get in … READ MORE
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ARTS CULTURE

Legally Blonde at Epsom Playhouse
23 March 2023

The Epsom Players performance at the Epsom Playhouse on Tuesday 21st March is reviewed by Nigel Dams for Sardines
and reprinted with permission. It runs till Saturday. Tickets from Epsom … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Surrey lands largest EV charging contract in UK
23 March 2023

Surrey County Council and Connected Kerb have agreed a contract to support the rollout of thousands of electric vehicle
chargepoints across the county in the coming years. The contract, the … READ MORE

Legally Blonde at Epsom Playhouse
27 April 2023

The Epsom Players performance at the Epsom Playhouse on Tuesday 21st March is reviewed by Nigel Dams for Sardines
and reprinted with permission. It runs till Saturday. Tickets from Epsom Playhouse box office

Until I spoke with one of the cast members (the leading cast member actually, the glorious Lydia May Whiteside) after the
show, I thought this was a professional production.

When the curtain went up, I thought, hang on, amateurs can’t afford a set like this. And then when the dancing began, I
thought, hang on, amateurs can’t afford dancers like this. Same with the singing.

So I decided they must be pros, and settled back to be more and more entertained as the evening went on.

Let me get the minor niggles out of the way first. I couldn’t always make out the words the singers were putting across.
This was sometimes because the band, especially the horns, were just a shade too loud, sometimes because the lead was
not cutting through the chorus, and sometimes because the vocal frequencies blended too much with the band’s. But this
was only in the beginning, really, and got better as the show progressed.
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Also, when the stage crew flew in various bits of scenery, they sometimes hung suspended and swinging an inch above the
boards, which was pretty distracting. It seemed to me that another inch would have grounded them, and eliminated that.

But the rest was great, and kept getting better and better.

Right from the opening number I kept thinking how sharp the choreography was – kudos to Della Bhujoo – and how fit and
well-drilled the dancers were. I have great respect for people who can do intense cardio and sing at the same time. They
were singing very well too, all of them. Harmonies were crisp and close, high notes and belt notes all well struck, all very
impressive. I must make special mention of the eye-popping opening number in Act 2. The entire troupe were skipping
(sorry, jumping rope) in time to the music, with great vigour, while singing, led by Millie Shields as Brooke. Max respect.
Especially because Ms Shields had to speak shortly afterward and you could barely tell she’d been working out.

It seems unfair to single anyone out from the cast, because they were all excellent, but I must mention Imogen Smart-
Steele as Paulette (excellent accent, great singer), Akhil Gowrinath likewise and Ms Whiteside, who led the whole show,
playing an enormous part with total confidence, swagger and beguiling blondness. Oh, and the two dogs who were
obviously classmates at RADA.

A final special mention to the whole cast for the ‘Gay or European?’ number, which was …. perfect, and very funny.

I have to say again, I can hardly believe that this show was done by amateurs (am I allowed to use that word any more?) it
was so slick, so tight, so well done. My humble and sincere congratulations to Director Chris Malone, Musical Director
Dan Francis and the entire cast, band and crew. Superb.

Nigel Dams

Reprinted courtesy of Sardines Magazine

Ruse within a ruse?
27 April 2023

Yesterday the full Council of Epsom and Ewell voted to pause the process of the Local Plan. Cllr Eber Kington (RA Ewell
Court) proposed an emergency motion to delay the next stage for the Government’s latest position on housing targets to
be clarified. Expected some time after the local elections on 4th May.

Cllr Eber Kington

His arguments for the motion included the protection of the Green character of the Borough. He observed that the draft
Local Plan conceded the need for using Green Belt to accommodate a proportion of the 5400 houses planned for. Yet, the
Government’s target is over 10,000. Therefore, Green Belt encroachment for the lower figure is a Green Light for Green
Belt development for the higher figure.

He said that more work needed to be done on how brownfield sites could be used to provide the housing requirements.

https://www.sardinesmagazine.co.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ruse-within-a-ruse
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In an unusual intervention Cllr Alex Coley (RA Ruxley) described the proceedings of the Council meeting as a pantomime.
He argued that the timetabling of the Local Plan process is one for managerial direction and that Councillors were playing
politics. Fitting his description of the proceedings he then made a somewhat dramatic exit stage left in a bit of a huff.

Cllr Peter O’Donovan (RA Ewell Court) opposed his ward colleague. He stressed the need for a new Local Plan. Delay
would mean the Borough’s resistance to inappropriate planning applications would be weakened.

All opposition Councillors (Conservative, Liberal Democrat and Labour) spoke for the motion. After Cllr Bernie Muir
(Conservative Stamford) called for the ruling Residents Association to be “kicked out”, she and her Party were targetted
in responses by RA Councillors. Firstly, Cllr Jan Mason (RA Ruxley) suggested Cllr Muir had not long lived in the borough
“just five years”. On a dubious “point of order” Cllr Muir corrected this: “12 years actually”.

Cllr Mason struggled on to make her point. A journey into a time nearly 50 years ago when the Council bought Longrove
hospital land, thus preventing a 5000 housing development from taking place. Cllr Muir would not have known that, she
said. Cllr Mason relied on this 1974 purchase to prove that the RA ruled Council do care about the Green Belt.

This brief spat passed and it was Cllr Kington in his reply to the debate who said that the Conservative Government
should be “kicked out”. This was because the Government insist on using 2014 figures to determine housing need when
much lower numbers are yielded by a 2018 analysis.

Cllr Steve McCormick (RA Woodcote and Chair of the Licensing, Planning and Policy Committee) opposed the motion.
He relied on the ability of the Council to respond to the public’s views and amend the draft during the next 5 of the
processes’s 7 stages.

There were a significant number of empty chairs in the Council Chamber for this important meeting. Four Councillors
voted against Cllr Kington’s motion. It was carried by a large majority.

The motion passed is HERE in FULL.

This confusion in large part arises from Michael Gove MP and Secretary for Housing Development etc signaling an end to
compulsory  and centrally  set  housing targets.  First  indicated as  long ago as  May 2022.  Then unstated when the
Government confirmed its targets remained and then reinstated just a few months later. But no regulations or legislation
have been introduced that lift the compulsion of the targets from local government planning obligations.

Cynical observers suggest that Gove’s manoeuvres are a ruse to quell the flames of rebellion in the Tory shires and avoid
defeats in upcoming local elections. Will we see actual legal change after 4th May?

In Epsom and Ewell was walk-out man Cllr Coley right to hint that the pre-election motion to delay is also for political
gain?

A ruse within a ruse?

“That which we call a ruse by any other name would smell as bad.”

Time will tell if words are matched by action.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/motion-to-pause-local-plan-process

