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Ewell film festival ends with a bang
The Satisfied Eye International Film Festival wrapped up its 4th edition with a bang on Sunday, closing out this year’s event
with a thrilling taiko drumming performance.

Festival founder Chris Hastings told us: “We’d wanted to end on a high note and we couldn’t have hoped for a better festival.
 Having shifted from the delayed Picturehouse in Epsom, we had no idea whether or not Ewell and Bourne Hall would embrace
indie cinema but this has been our most successful season ever.*  The venue and the community really pulled together to support
us. There was a buzz about this year’s event which made it something truly special.”

One audience member noted “I’m no film buff, I just enjoy a good film and the quality here was really exceptional.  I will be
thinking about the films I saw for days to come.”

In addition to a packed programme of short films, feature films, documentaries and animation, audiences came in large numbers
to meet Johnny 5 from Short Circuit, ED209 from Robocop, get a photo in the Back to the Future DeLorean and take their seat in
the Iron Throne, while Spiderman thrilled the children who had arrived for free animation screenings.  

The drummers of Aber Taiko and Gongming collect the opening award of the festival on behalf of documentary Finding Her Beat which walked away with the Jury Prize

Following three days of World, European and UK premieres and a host of Oscar winners and nominees, the festival wrapped up
with a stunning live show by Aber Taiko and Gongming which literally made the ground vibrate! Followed by a sold-out workshop
attended by many of the audience, one participant declared that the event was “absolutely epic, the best thing to ever happen in
Ewell, I can’t wait for next year”!

The full list of the festival’s award winners will be announced this week with details available at www.satisfiedeye.com for those
attendees eager to discover if their favourite film walked away with any prizes.

*Previous highest box office for SEIFF  88% (in 2019) compared to 92% ticket sales for this 4th season.

The Epsom and Ewell Times was very happy to have sponsored this great community event in our Borough

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ewell-film-festival-ends-with-a-bang
https://www.facebook.com/abertaiko?__cft__[0]=AZUkGsGuMgQrD9uYowKzIQXxa0FYgbahKFWnWsCciuJrf5LwZDhJ3Hvt5uPLkxk0P7VovvxZfsicWqCGxR-0hpfRqIQ02KsnuIrEnAO-eKG1gOLdWqqvF9Kh6PdUyZHO5Md1Ixl1ga47T90KSzW-bFv0EgxkpG_2SfhFMJBJzuVsvhVzG5Rd3KtxgwM7pmk2CQIbgHWa2FEX6hkwgiqVNlSt&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100080137938208&__cft__[0]=AZUkGsGuMgQrD9uYowKzIQXxa0FYgbahKFWnWsCciuJrf5LwZDhJ3Hvt5uPLkxk0P7VovvxZfsicWqCGxR-0hpfRqIQ02KsnuIrEnAO-eKG1gOLdWqqvF9Kh6PdUyZHO5Md1Ixl1ga47T90KSzW-bFv0EgxkpG_2SfhFMJBJzuVsvhVzG5Rd3KtxgwM7pmk2CQIbgHWa2FEX6hkwgiqVNlSt&__tn__=-]K-R
http://www.satisfiedeye.com/
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Aiming high in local government reporting
Epsom and Ewell Times is proud to have been a part in the fulfilment of one of our volunteer citizen journalist’s ambition to
work as a reporter. Ellie Ames, who has reported on Council and planning matters for the Epsom and Ewell Times over the last
year, has recently secured a position with LocalGov, the UK’s largest dedicated local government news website.

Ellie graduated from Durham University with 1st class honours in English literature followed by a masters in literary linguistics
from Nottingham.

We congratulate Ellie on her appointment and wish her a successful career.

The Epsom and Ewell Times has given opportunities to students of journalism to write for us. Ellie Ames’ experience establishes
how being published by our news service can boost a budding writer’s career prospects.

If you wish to write for Epsom and Ewell Times do please get in touch.

Picture the opening…..
The 4th Satisfied Eye International Film Festival (26th to 28th May) has opened its doors in Bourne Hall Ewell.

There was a sense of anticipation in the air as people gathered to celebrate and enjoy the best of what cinema has to offer, and
there was a feeling of camaraderie among the festival-goers.

One of the visitors who were at previous festivals shared with us that he returned as he wanted to see more different films, styles
and types. The festival started with the people’s choice selection. Two films from France, “A Travers”, a very touching story about
a couple who needs to terminate the pregnancy in the seventh month and “The Censor or Dreams”. “An Irish Goodbye”, this
year’s Oscar winner, tells us a story about two brothers who reunite after their mother’s death and another Oscar nominee, White
Eye, from Israel, where a man finds his stolen bike and struggles to remain human.

“The buzz has been very special, we haven’t seen it before and long may it last”, shared with us  Chris Hastings, the founder of
SEIFF. 

Among great films, you can enjoy sitting on a Game of Thrones Throne, letting  Johnny5 Replica chase you around The Flying
Sauce Cafe. 

Please check the schedule below; there are a lot of Oscar-nominated films on Saturday and Sunday to be seen.

Find out more about the tickets here: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/satisfiedeyeinternationalfilmfestival

Reporter – Romana Sustar is a multilingual freelance journalist, University Language Tutor, accomplished marketer and owner
of Epsom Digital Ltd., a local digital marketing agency.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/

Derby stalwart sent over the Hill?
Baronet Sir Rupert Mackeson, a former soldier, London banker and a passionate horse racing author, who loves Epsom, talked
to the Epsom and Ewell Times’s Romana Sustar.

“I joined the Army just before my nineteenth birthday in 1960 and spent four years in the Buffs. On leaving university, I converted
my TA commission into a regular one and transferred to the Royal Horse Guards. In the autumn of 1966, I was posted to the
Mounted Squadron stationed in London. Alas, soon afterwards, when on duty riding a black horse, I had an accident and broke my
back. As a result, I now have great mobility problems and have to use a Zimmer frame.” says Mackeson.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/aiming-high-in-local-government-reporting
https://www.localgov.co.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/picture-the-opening
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/satisfiedeyeinternationalfilmfestival
https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/derby-stalwart-sent-over-the-hill
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However, his passion for horse riding didn’t stop after the accident; he found a way to stay in touch with the sport as an author
and trader. Since early 1983 he has been involved with sporting books, paintings and prints.

Despite the accident, he had the great honour of escorting Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II on several state occasions, including
her Birthday Parade and the State Opening of Parliament, often as Escort Commander – the senior mounted officer from the
mounted regiment called “the Field Officer in Brigade Waiting”. 

“One may wonder how I carried out these duties, having broken my back. Luckily it was low down, and I had a corset with a metal
back, which allowed me to carry out my mounted duties,” explains Rupert.

In 1997 when three Jockey Club courses, Epsom, Sandown and Kempton, wanted more trade stands, he answered the call and
traded on all three, averaging 50-60 days a year. Traders in those days got the security of tenure (protected tenant status) after a
year or two, as they often had to start in poor positions and get better ones as other traders retired or died. That’s how
racecourses, county shows and equitation events like Badminton filled their inferior trade positions.

“Usually, everything regarding trade stands was done verbally on Jockey Club racecourses. Still, as Sandown wanted us there as
often as possible, they sent out contracts to emphasise the rent reductions advantage of coming frequently,” explains Rupert.

However, times have changed for traders with our lives embracing the digital age, and the effect of the financial crisis didn’t
leave anything untouched. The Jockey Club leadership transformed the layout, and the infrastructure changed. 

Rupert Mackeson believed he was a protected tenant under the verbal agreement from 1997. In February 2023, he received an
email from the Jockey Club saying that he could not trade in his usual position as they had other plans for Area 3, so they offered
him a stand on The Hill. 

However, for an older disabled person, who needs a Zimmer frame to walk, the new location on The Hill  would present a
challenge. The bitter feeling of not getting his permanent location at the Jockey Club made him feel unwelcome,  disappointed and
left behind.

The Jockey Club spokesman explained that despite trying to find an alternative solution, the previous locations  are no longer
available because of planned improvements.

The Jockey Club has been around for nearly 300 years, no doubt facing many difficult decisions as the world changes around
them. They are not alone in this challenge. 

After speaking with Rupert, I wonder if we forgot that some values from the past are valuable. He is a reminder that the sands of
time only run in one direction and the importance of considering our older selves when taking difficult decisions to move our
companies forward.

Rupert Mackeson books:

 Great Racing Gambles and Frauds

Flat Racing Scams and Scandals (Metro Publishing, 2004) ISBN 978-1-84358-042-3

Bet Like a Man (Eye Ltd, Bridgnorth, 2001) ISBN 1-903070-13-9

Tickets for this year’s Epsom Derby festival Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd June are available on The Jockey Club website

About Romy:

Romana Sustar is a multilingual freelance journalist, University Language Tutor, accomplished marketer and owner of Epsom
Digital Ltd., a local digital marketing agency.

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/

Post script:

This year he will not be at Epsom. He is, however, having a major exhibition of Piggott, Oaks and Derby
memorabilia,  including unique materials from Friday 16th of June till  Tuesday the 27th excluding
Sundays, 10am to 4 pm -at Weston Super Frames, 17 Locking Road, Weston Super Mare BS23 3BY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-84358-042-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-903070-13-9
https://www.thejockeyclub.co.uk/epsom/events-tickets/epsom-derby/tickets/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/
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Who should be moved?
Today we have published a report about the case of a Reigate resident’s rights to be moved away from nuisance neighbours.

Why should she move? Why do the rights of the nuisance neighbours to stay trump the rights of their victim to remain and quietly
enjoy her residence?

Is it because it is easier and less expensive for the authorities to shift the innocent than it is to move the guilty?

The report recounts the failure of Reigate and Banstead Borough Council to do either. The Local Government Ombudsman, who
investigated the victim’s complaint, does not address the powers of the police or the Council or the social housing landlord to
tackle the nuisance neighbours. The latter having powers to apply to a court for an eviction of the anti-social neighbours (if also
their landlord).

The complaint of the victim was limited to her claim that the Council had failed to deal with her request for re-housing in an
appropriate way. Hence the Ombudsman’s investigation was carried out within the narrow tramlines of a re-housing application
process.

The wider context of all the issues raised by this case are not addressed. E.g., the impact on the neighbourhood or a future
resident taking the victim’s place, of the nuisance neighbours remaining. The responsibilities of the Council , her landlord and the
police, to use their powers to inhibit the nuisance. Those powers ranging from warnings and anti-social behaviour orders to
evictions.

25th May 2023

ARTS CULTURE

Epsom and Ewell’s Satisfying Film Festival begins
25 May 2023

Led by Epsom resident and professional producer Chris Hastings, this years Satisfied Eye International Film Festival is hosted in
the iconic flying saucer shaped Bourne Hall in Ewell. The Festival … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/who-should-be-moved
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/25th-may-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-satisfying-film-festival-begins
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/arts
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/culture
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-satisfying-film-festival-begins
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-satisfying-film-festival-begins
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-satisfying-film-festival-begins
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-7th-labour-mayor
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COUNCIL NEWS

Epsom and Ewell’s 7th Labour Mayor?
25 May 2023

Labour Councillor Rob Geleit for Court Ward has been officially recognised as the new Mayor of Epsom and Ewell at the council’s
annual Mayor Making ceremony at the Town Hall … READ MORE

EDUCATION NEWS

Surrey takes European lead on Hong Kong
23 May 2023

Europe’s first research hub dedicated to Hong Kong Studies will be launched at the University of Surrey on Thursday 25 May
2023. Surrey’s Hong Kong Studies Hub will look to … READ MORE

NEWS WESTMINSTER

Esher & Walton up for GRaabs
23 May 2023

Dominic Raab, former Deputy Prime Minister and Conservative MP for Esher and Walton, will step down at the next general
election due to the “increasing concerns over the last few … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-7th-labour-mayor
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-7th-labour-mayor
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-7th-labour-mayor
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-takes-european-lead-on-hong-kong
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/education
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-takes-european-lead-on-hong-kong
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-takes-european-lead-on-hong-kong
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-takes-european-lead-on-hong-kong
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/esher-walton-up-for-graabs
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/westminster
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/esher-walton-up-for-graabs
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/esher-walton-up-for-graabs
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/esher-walton-up-for-graabs
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NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Future of the Planet in Surrey hands?
23 May 2023

A Cumbrian coal mining firm is intervening in a landmark legal hearing to determine whether oil drilling should be allowed in
Surrey.  The Horse Hill drilling case is set for … READ MORE

COUNCIL EDUCATION

Council pays £3,900 to mother of SEND child
23 May 2023

Surrey County Council failed to provide suitable full-time education to an SEND primary school child, causing the youngster to
miss valuable learning time and creating undue stress for his mother, … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/future-of-the-planet-in-surrey-hands
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/future-of-the-planet-in-surrey-hands
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/future-of-the-planet-in-surrey-hands
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/future-of-the-planet-in-surrey-hands
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/council-pays-3900-to-mother-of-send-child
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/education
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/council-pays-3900-to-mother-of-send-child
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/council-pays-3900-to-mother-of-send-child
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/council-pays-3900-to-mother-of-send-child
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

Banking on you and me in Epsom and Ewell
21 May 2023

The Epsom and Ewell Time Bank is launching soon and they’re having a social gathering early June 2023. If you’re interested in
registering or have any questions, this is your … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS

Woking £490m write down sparks ‘worst fears’
19 May 2023

Epsom and Ewell Times has been following a nearby Surrey Borough’s debt woes. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, in contrast
to Woking, has consistently balanced its budgets. The Woking towers … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banking-on-you-and-me-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banking-on-you-and-me-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banking-on-you-and-me-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/banking-on-you-and-me-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/woking-490m-write-down-sparks-worst-fears
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/woking-490m-write-down-sparks-worst-fears
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/woking-490m-write-down-sparks-worst-fears
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/woking-490m-write-down-sparks-worst-fears
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Surrey takes European lead on Hong Kong
Europe’s first research hub dedicated to Hong Kong Studies will be launched at the University of Surrey on Thursday 25 May
2023. Surrey’s Hong Kong Studies Hub will look to shape policy debates and the wider question of the role of Hong Kong
communities in International Relations. 

The hub will also host the Hong Kong Studies Association Secretariat and a new Hong Kong Studies Library.  

The hub’s upcoming launch will bring together a prestigious expert panel of academics and practitioners, led by Dr Malte Kaeding
from the University of Surrey, to investigate the latest research and policy developments, followed by a keynote conversation on
Hong Kong’s current role in international relations, and the work and impact of local Hong Kong communities.  

The launch event is free to attend and will take place from 5pm to 8pm in the Wates House Green Room, on the University of
Surrey’s Stag Hill campus, with an opportunity to network from 8pm onwards. 

Dr Malte Kaeding, Senior Lecturer in International Politics at the University of Surrey, and the Director of the new Hub, said: 

“The launch of the Hong Kong Studies Hub at the University of Surrey is a milestone for Hong Kong Studies in Europe.

“Surrey is a leading academic hub for Hong Kong Studies, having hosted two Hong Kong Studies Association conferences in 2021
and 2022. With over 15-years of my own research on Hong Kong politics, supported by a REF Impact Case, and my role as co-
founder of the Hong Kong Studies Association, I believe Surrey is at the forefront of this field. 

“The hub’s multidisciplinary perspective and its  focus on methodological  innovation,  combined with a strong emphasis  on
engagement with the fast-growing Hong Konger community, positions the University at the cutting-edge of this important and
exciting development.”  

Professor Amelia Hadfield, Head of Department and Dean International at the University of Surrey, contributed her own views,
saying: 

“The Department of Politics is a perfect location in which to situate the new Hong Kong Studies Hub. We are proud of our track
record on interdisciplinary approaches and providing cross-scholarly support, and the hub will help us engage authentically in
this highly relevant area.” 
Surrey University Press Office.

18th May 2023

EDUCATION NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

It’s Walk to School Week in Surrey
17 May 2023

May is the month to talk about walking, more walking and even more walking. The weather is brighter, dryer and warmer and is
the best time to get outdoors as … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-takes-european-lead-on-hong-kong
https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.surrey.ac.uk%2Fpeople%2Fmalte-philipp-kaeding/1/01020188483d2de6-610eaf4d-6e88-43c9-a84f-30dd4ce26d4b-000000/OvUXYxM_ght1YhJ5i2HOgEkPI2U=323
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/18th-may-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/its-walk-to-school-week-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/education
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/its-walk-to-school-week-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/its-walk-to-school-week-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/its-walk-to-school-week-in-surrey
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

Walking citizens funding advice
17 May 2023

People from across the borough joined forces with Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell (CAEE) to raisevital funds for those at the
forefront of the cost-of-living crisis. Nearly 50 staff, volunteers … READ MORE

COMMUNITY NEWS VOLUNTEERS

Epsom & Ewell’s Coronation Champion
16 May 2023

Brownie leader Mary Zoeller from Epsom has been recognised for her outstanding volunteer work by Their Majesties King
Charles III and Queen Camilla. Led by Queen Camilla, the Royal Voluntary Service … READ MORE

EDUCATION NEWS

Seismic change at Surrey University
16 May 2023

A new national research facility could significantly improve our understanding of infectious diseases, ageing and cancers, leading
to novel treatments and vaccines.  The University of Surrey’s SEISMIC facility will offer … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/walking-citizens-funding-advice
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/walking-citizens-funding-advice
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/walking-citizens-funding-advice
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/walking-citizens-funding-advice
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-coronation-champion
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-coronation-champion
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-coronation-champion
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-coronation-champion
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seismic-change-at-surrey-university
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/education
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seismic-change-at-surrey-university
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seismic-change-at-surrey-university
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seismic-change-at-surrey-university
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COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

Dutch scouts go English in Epsom & Ewell
16 May 2023

For over 35 years a close friendship has existed between the 1st Cuddington Sea Scouts in Epsom & Ewell District and the Karel
Doorman Zeeverkenners Groep of Bergen Op Zoom … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS PLANNING

Epsom and Ewell planning improving after Government threat?
15 May 2023

Three Surrey councils have been warned that their planning departments are “not good enough” and threatened with having their
decision-making powers stripped. Guildford, Waverley, and Epsom and Ewell Borough Councils … READ MORE

COUNCIL NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

A Surrey Borough funds legal fight to stop oil drilling
13 May 2023

The June 8th judicial review against the Government’s decision to allow fossil fuel drilling near an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty will go ahead. Waverley Borough Council held a special … READ MORE

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dutch-scouts-go-english-in-epsom-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dutch-scouts-go-english-in-epsom-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dutch-scouts-go-english-in-epsom-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dutch-scouts-go-english-in-epsom-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-planning-improving-after-government-threat
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council/planning
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-planning-improving-after-government-threat
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-planning-improving-after-government-threat
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-planning-improving-after-government-threat
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-surrey-borough-funds-legal-fight-to-stop-oil-drilling
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-surrey-borough-funds-legal-fight-to-stop-oil-drilling
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-surrey-borough-funds-legal-fight-to-stop-oil-drilling
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-surrey-borough-funds-legal-fight-to-stop-oil-drilling
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Walking citizens funding advice
People from across the borough joined forces with Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell (CAEE) to raise
vital funds for those at the forefront of the cost-of-living crisis.

Nearly 50 staff, volunteers and supporters went the extra mile on Sunday 14 May 2023 by walking a
self-guided 5 mile route around Horton County Park or 10 mile route through the Epsom countryside
to raise funds for the charity.

Image: Cllr Kieran Persand, Chris Grayling MP, Sue Grayling, Lisa Davis CEO CAEE, Louise Curd CAEE, volunteer Chris Bruce
CAEE, Cllr Bernie Muir

Supporters who took part on Sunday included MP Chris Grayling and Horton councillors Bernie Muir and Kieran Persand.
Epsom and Ewell Rotaries both fielded volunteers to help on the day plus some CAEE staff and volunteers who gave up their
Sunday.

The event is expected to raise over £1,000. Anyone who would like to walk the route and donate or
even just donate, can visit the CAEE Just Giving page. All funds raised during Sunday’s event will go
directly into supporting frontline services.

One of the people CAEE has helped is Tom (not his real name), a man in his 50s who lives alone in a
rented property. He is typical of many of CAEE’s clients and their multiple (and sometimes hidden)
vulnerabilities. When Tom first came to CAEE he was defensive, lacked confidence dealing with
people and his finances and had spiralling rent arrears, council tax liabilities, water arrears and other
debts. His paperwork was chaotic and incomplete and Tom found appointments challenging.

Over a period of time, advisers at CAEE have been working regularly with Tom and he has taken
giant leaps forward and is now in a much better situation. CAEE has empowered Tom to work at a
pace that he can cope with to help him overcome some of his difficulties.

Lisa Davis, CEO of CAEE, said: “We’re so grateful to everyone who rallied together this weekend. Every day our advisers hear
from people who are stressed, isolated and frightened as they try to deal with the cost-of-living crisis. We’re working flat out to
help people find a way forward. But we’re a charity and our services are stretched. All the funds raised by the people of Epsom
and Ewell will help us get crisis support for those who need it.”

Epsom & Ewell’s Coronation Champion
Brownie leader Mary Zoeller from Epsom has been recognised for her outstanding volunteer work by Their Majesties King
Charles III and Queen Camilla.

Led by Queen Camilla, the Royal Voluntary Service has recognised 500 outstanding volunteers from across the UK with a
Coronation Champion Award. The awards celebrate and recognise the tireless work of volunteers around the country, which
formed a key part of the coronation celebrations for His Majesty the King.

Mary received the award for her work volunteering with Girlguiding and other local charities. Over the past thirteen years she
has inspired girls to have exceptional experiences as leader of 1st Ewell Village (St Mary’s), as well as being Epsom division and
assistant county commissioner for Surrey East.

The Coronation Champion Volunteer Awards were judged by a panel consisting of specialists in the volunteering field and charity
leaders. Mary is one of only 500 people in the UK to be awarded a Coronation Champion Volunteer Award.

Mary attended the Coronation concert at Windsor Castle on Sunday 7 May in recognition of her award.

Mary said: “I’m very shocked but absolutely delighted to be named a Coronation Champion. In Girlguiding, we all work hard to
make a difference to girls and young women’s lives and it’s wonderful when our volunteering efforts are recognised. Attending
the concert on Sunday was a once-in-a-lifetime experience, one which I will always remember.”

Brownie in 1st Ewell Village (St Mary’s) Libby, aged 9, said: “All the brownies are so excited and happy that Brown Owl won this
award. When she told us about the award, we clapped really hard. Brown Owl deserves this award for always making sure we

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/walking-citizens-funding-advice
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/caee-go-the-extra-mile
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-coronation-champion
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have the best time at Brownies every week. Brownies is so much fun, Brown Owl always helps everybody with a big smile.”

About Girlguiding 

Girlguiding is the UK’s largest youth organisation dedicated completely to girls, with around 370,000 members. Girls can do
anything. We help them know that, whether they’re 4 or 18 or in between. All girls have a home at Girlguiding – whoever they
are, and wherever they are. We show them a world of possibilities, big and small. We help them think big and be bold in a space
where they can be themselves, get creative, explore, and have fun. We’re a powerful collective voice – with girls, led by girls –
changing the world for the better. 

We’re 300,000 Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers, who come together to laugh, learn, explore and have adventures, in
communities  across  the  UK and virtually.  We’re  70,000 volunteers  who make guiding happen by  giving time,  talent  and
enthusiasm. Registered Charity No 306016 girlguiding.org.uk 

https://girlguiding.org.uk/

