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5th January 2023

COMMUNITY

The cost of advising on the cost of living
5 January 2023

The Cost of Living Crisis is affecting many in Epsom and Ewell with rising prices and concerns about the future. But for some, the
crisis is truly devastating. People in … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Rail strikes to prolong home-working?
2 January 2023

Due to the planned national strikes Epsom and Ewell rail customers are urged only to travel if absolutely necessary from Tuesday
3 to Sunday 8 January 2023. From Tuesday 3 … READ MORE

EDITORIAL

Filling the Gap?
29 December 2022

Thank you for reading the Epsom and Ewell Times in 2022.   Throughout 2023 we are all set to continue to “fill the gap” in local
journalism identified in the Government … READ MORE
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Filling the Gap?
Thank you for reading the Epsom and Ewell Times in 2022.   Throughout 2023 we are all set to continue to “fill the gap” in local
journalism identified in the Government commissioned Cairncross Review of the press of 2019.  

“The challenges to public interest journalism are most acute at the local level.” See Chapter 5.3 page 79.

The Epsom and Ewell History Explorer accounts for the demise of local news services and today its website confirms Epsom and
Ewell Times as  “The local newspaper providing Boroughwide current news”.

In 2022 we have reported consistently on Epsom and Ewell Council meetings. The first time this has been happening for 10 to 20
years. We secured a valuable partnership with the BBC’s Local Democracy Reporting Service. The only officially recognised press
regulator in the United Kingdom is IMPRESS and we qualified to be regulated by this body in 2022.

To sustain our service we need to attract more readers. Many readers can be reached by connecting to our website through the
social media of Facebook and Twitter. We publish on those platforms website page links to all of our reports. Please do what you
can to help us promote Epsom and Ewell Times. Remember we welcome your letters, opinions, events, news, family and other
official notices for publication.

We remain strictly an unpaid, not-for-profit, volunteer service. It’s the only way this can be done in a Borough our size.

Have a great 2023.

The Team at Epsom and Ewell Times

29th December 2022

FOOTBALL SPORTS

Caught hook, line and sinker
28 December 2022

Epsom & Ewell FC 1 – 3 Chessington & Hook United – Southern Combination League – Division One – Tuesday 27th December.
Oh no! Not Chessington again! Historically, we have … READ MORE

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS

The seasonal goodwill of Epsom and Ewell
25 December 2022
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In the middle three weeks of December local rotarians escorted Father Christmas around the streets of Epsom accompanied by
Tilly the train and a band of helpers from local youth associations.  … READ MORE

NEWS TRANSPORT AND ENVIRONMENT

Epsom and Ewell miss out on New Year transport
24 December 2022

South Western Railways will run 21 extra services between midnight and 3.15am on New Years Day but none down our line. You
could get to Oxshott. Not closer. Southern trains … READ MORE

CRIME NEWS

Love trappers caught and jailed
24 December 2022

Guildford Crown Court’s Presiding Judge sends online love fraudsters to prison. Two people have been sentenced to a combined
total of 11 years and nine months’ imprisonment at Guildford Crown … READ MORE

COUNCIL PLANNING

Epsom Hospital multi-storey car park rises
23 December 2022

A Planning Inspector has allowed Epsom and St Helier Trust to go ahead with a 6 level car park at Epsom General Hospital.
Despite the plans rejection by local councillors … READ MORE

Paper edition CLICK HERE
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22nd December 2022

Lost in the fog
Epsom & Ewell 2-4 FC Deportivo Galicia – Surrey Premier Cup – Second Round – Wednesday 21st December 2022. A contest that
started in farcical circumstances and ended in fairly … READ MORE

Two petition river pollution correction
Epsom and Ewell Times refers to of our reports: River “Bogsmill” blights Borough 30 June 2022 and Local sewage uploaded 12
December 2022 In the second report we stated the … READ MORE

Are you emoji aware?
Over the past two weeks, Surrey Police has been raising awareness about the alternative meanings of emojis, which some young
people may use to reference drugs and sexual behaviour. Have … READ MORE

Epsom bus fares being capped at £2
Epsom’s main bus operator Metrobus joins nine other bus operators across the county in signing up to the Department for
Transport’s £2 bus fare cap scheme announced 19 December 2022. … READ MORE
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All change in Surrey’s County Town?
Guildford town centre is going through some huge changes, with developments taking place on the sites of some former big
names and plans to open up the riverside. The LDRS* … READ MORE

Local poverty moves 12 year old to give up pocket money
Merland Rise church caretaker told LDRS* reporter: “Last week a young girl, about 12 years old, came and knocked the door.
She’d gone to Asda with her pocket money and … READ MORE

CRIME

Surrey woman’s coercion experience shared
The powerful testimony of a woman who was subjected to years of coercive controlling behaviour has resulted in a man being
handed an eight-year restraining order against her at Guildford … READ MORE

Recycling for food
A group of environmental volunteers in Surrey is helping support its local community by recycling items that the council cannot
accept through their kerbside recycling bin collections.  Catherine Banks, Founder … READ MORE
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Epsom students put Xmas style in Centre
Fashion Imaging & Styling students studying at Epsom’s University for the Creative Arts (UCA) have created a festive window
display for the town’s Ashley shopping Centre. The local students created … READ MORE

Top snow dog gallery heats up
Dog ownership in Epsom and Ewell saw a big rise during the pandemic, especially among young families. Poodle mixtures being
evidently the most popular varieties purchased. And sometimes for £1000 … READ MORE

Xmas balloon race and a hamper for charity
Epsom Rotary are raising funds for many local good causes this Christmas. Take part in a virtual balloon race or guess the value
of a hamper donated by Honey and … READ MORE

Giraffes adapt from Serengeti to Surrey vegetation
Surrey County Council has partnered with Chessington World of Adventures Resort to help provide additional food for the
Giraffes over the winter months. Surrey’s countryside estates team regularly coppice the … READ MORE
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Let’s not forget Surrey successes!
Teams and individuals who do outstanding work on behalf of the people of Surrey have been celebrated at the first Stars in
Surrey award ceremony. In part sponsored by Epsom … READ MORE

School transport failings lead to foodbanks…
16 December 2022

Families were pushed to using food banks and suffered an impact on their mental health when Surrey County Council-funded
school transport was not provided for their children.Surrey County Council carried out … READ MORE

Paper edition CLICK HERE

Two petition river pollution correction
Epsom and Ewell Times refers to our reports:

River “Bogsmill” blights Borough 30 June 2022

and

Local sewage uploaded 12 December 2022

In the second report we stated the first “Labour” sponsored petition had expired. Epsom and Ewell Times apologises to Mark
Todd and the local Labour Party. The petition raised by them on change.org is still live. The link may have been temporarily
broken when we checked on 12th December 2022. The link to that petition is HERE. The second report provides a link to a more
general petition to tackle river pollution nationwide raised by Liberal Democrats.

Epsom and Ewell Times will always publish justified corrections when we are in error.
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Epsom bus fares being capped at £2
Epsom’s main bus operator Metrobus joins nine other bus operators across the county in signing up to the Department for
Transport’s £2 bus fare cap scheme announced 19 December 2022. The Epsom buses include numbers 318, 460, 480 and the E9
and 10.

From 1 January to 31 March 2023, a single bus journey will cost no more than £2 on selected routes across Surrey, helping people
to save money and use their car less. With an average single local bus ticket costing £2.80, passengers are expected to save
almost a third of the ticket price per journey.

Operators taking part so far are:

Compass operating in Cranleigh, Dorking, Godalming, Guildford, Redhill and Reigate
Stagecoach operating in Camberley, Farnham, Guildford, Haslemere, Hindhead, Woking
Metrobus operating in Banstead, Caterham, Epsom, Horley, Leatherhead, Lingfield, Redhill and Reigate
Falcon  operating  in  Addlestone,  Byfleet,  Chertsey,  Cobham,  Epsom,  Esher,  Leatherhead,  Molesey,  Sheerwater,
Staines, Walton, Weybridge and Woking
Waverley Hoppa operating in Godalming and Guildford
Thames Valley Bus operating in Camberley
Surrey Connect (Mole Valley DDRT) operating in Leatherhead and Dorking
East Surrey Rural Transport Partnership operating in Tandridge
First operating in Staines and Egham
Southdown operating in Caterham, Horley, Lingfield Oxted, Redhill and Reigate

Matthew Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth said: “We welcome this scheme which will
help our residents to take the bus at a significantly reduced price, at a time when many are facing pressures from the rising cost
of living.

“The bus industry is also facing a challenging time, resulting from the drop in passenger numbers and rising costs following the
COVID-19 pandemic, so we hope that this scheme will also encourage new and old passengers to get back on the bus.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-bus-fares-being-capped-at-2
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“We are currently investing £50m to improve bus services and grow patronage. This will see more zero emission buses, more real
time passenger information and more measures to help buses run to time. When this £2 flat fare scheme ends, we will introduce a
half fare scheme for young people aged 20 and under to further encourage bus usage.

“With transport accounting for 41% of carbon emissions in Surrey, it is hoped that cheaper bus travel will also lessen the need to
travel by car for some journeys.”

POSTED BY SCC ⋅ DECEMBER 20, 2022

Recycling for food
A group of environmental volunteers in Surrey is helping support its local community by recycling items that the council cannot
accept through their kerbside recycling bin collections. 

Catherine Banks,  Founder of Tadworth TerraCycle,  has signed up to a number of free recycling programmes offered by
TerraCycle,  collecting items including cheese packaging, Baylis & Harding products and packaging, and biscuit and snack
wrappers that would ordinarily be destined for landfill or incineration. For each item of waste the group sends to TerraCycle, they
are awarded with a monetary donation to the charities of their choice.

Pictured: Catherine Banks from Tadworth TerraCycle with two young volunteers and some of the items they have collected so far

The group has been raising money for charity since 2019 but recently its members have been prompted to donate funds to Epsom
and Ewell Foodbank where they will be used for purchasing and sorting food and distributing it to those who need it most. More
than £300 has been raised for the foodbank so far by collecting waste from the community via a public drop-off location in
Tadworth. 

The Trussel Trust reported that deliveries of aid parcels were up 14 percent compared with pre-pandemic levels, amounting to
more than 2.1m parcels in the year to April 2022, and with the growing cost of living crisis facing the UK, this number is likely to
increase in the coming months.

Catherine explained: “We initially signed up to the TerraCycle programmes as a way to inspire the children at the local primary
schools. By teaching them the importance of recycling and taking care of the environment at a young age we can ensure that the
Earth will be in safe hands with future generations.

“One of the schools we work with decided they would like to support the food bank and unsurprisingly all the other schools
agreed it was a good idea. The cost of living crisis is affecting so many people and giving to the foodbank is the best way to help
those most in need.”

As well as the foodbank, the group also donates to other good causes including funding books for local schools and donating litter
picking equipment to the local community group, and in the last 6 months more than £1,000 has been donated to the Dementia
Society. 

Catherine continued “This really is a worthy cause so we encourage the entire community to get involved and drop these items at
Tadworth Terracycle, 36 Bidhams Crescent, Tadworth. The more we recycle together, the more money we can raise for those who
need it.”

The free recycling programmes which the group has signed up to include the Cathedral City Cheese Packaging Free Recycling
Programme, the Baylis & Harding Free Recycling Programme and the Pladis (McVitie’s and Jacob’s) Biscuits and Snacks Free
Recycling Programme.

The items the group sends to TerraCycle are recycled by shredding, cleaning and turning into plastic pellets which can then be
used by manufacturers to create new plastic products such as outdoor equipment – reducing the need to extract new resources
from the planet. 

Related reports:

Reaching recyclables others cannot reach …..

https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/author/surreynews/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/recycling-for-food
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reaching-recyclables-others-cannot-reach
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Epsom students put Xmas style in Centre
Fashion Imaging & Styling students studying at Epsom’s University for the Creative Arts (UCA) have created a festive window
display for the town’s Ashley shopping Centre.

The local  students created work that  interpreted the festive season through cutting-edge fashion styling and eye-catching
photography.

Their work was inspired by colour themes, seasonal climate, festive paraphernalia, and clothing – from wearing a wrapping paper
design, referencing traditional tartans, or joining the ski elite.

“Collaborating with local shops and retail allows us to play an active part in the Epsom community. It will give residents the
chance to view and share in the creative journey of our young creatives,” said Martin Sparkes, a senior lecturer at UCA
Epsom.

The Ashley Centre’s Manager added: “The Ashley centre is the heart of the town of Epsom for retail, and it is important that
we work closely with the community. So, we are delighted to be able to collaborate with these talented students by giving them
the opportunity to showcase their talent, as well as learn more about the retail industry from the shopping centre.”

The window installation will be up until the end of January 2023.

Top snow dog gallery heats up
Dog ownership in Epsom and Ewell saw a big rise during the pandemic, especially among young families. Poodle mixtures being
evidently the most popular varieties purchased. And sometimes for £1000 or more. The Epsom and Ewell Times invites you to
submit photos of your dog of any type in any of the open spaces we and our canine friends enjoy in the Borough. Please send in
new photos taken outdoors during the Christmas period.

Image: Harvey, a two and a half year old male Goldenpoodle photographed by Claire Beim in Nonsuch Park on 13th December.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-students-put-xmas-style-in-centre
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/top-snow-dog-gallery-heats-up
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Send your photo with your name (let us know if you want anonymity or not), name, type, age and sex of dog and where and when
the photo was taken.

Email to

admin@epsomandewelltimes.com

Related story:

Dogs in Frost and Snow

We will publish a gallery in the early New Year.

Thank you

Giraffes adapt from Serengeti to Surrey vegetation
Surrey County Council has partnered with Chessington World of Adventures Resort to help provide additional food for the
Giraffes over the winter months. Surrey’s countryside estates team regularly coppice the council’s woodlands as part of essential
habitat management on Surrey’s countryside sites. Chessington have been working with them to coppice hazel, chestnut and
other local tree species within Norbury Park near Dorking to feed their herd of Giraffes. 

During the autumn and early winter, the hoofstock team at Chessington made regular visits to Norbury Park where they cut back
browse (leaves, shoots and branches). The team transport the browse back to the Zoo where they chop into smaller pieces and
store in airtight containers which are then placed in freezer storage. This enables an ongoing stock of fresh food to feed the
giraffes throughout the winter months.

The 1,340-acre  Norbury  Park  is  part  of  a  European Special  Area of  Conservation (SAC)  within  the  Surrey  Hills  Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and forms part of Surrey County Council’s countryside estate which comprises over 10,000
acres open for public access.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment comments: “We are delighted to partner
with Chessington to benefit not only the endangered Giraffes, but also the wildlife in Surrey. Coppicing areas of land on Norbury
Park helps to improve the health and biodiversity of the woodland by opening it up to the sunlight, which allows a wider range of
plants to flourish. We hope to extend this partnership with Chessington to benefit other parts of Surrey’s countryside estate.” 

Rebecca Apperley-Gawn, Senior Hoofstock Keeper comments: “It’s been great to partner up with the countryside estates
team at Surrey County Council. Norbury Park is closely located to our Zoo so it’s great to keep food miles down and the browse
fresh for our herd. The Giraffe spend up to 75% of their day eating and it is vital for their diet that we include fresh food
particularly during the long winter months. We look forward to continuing with this partnership over the coming years”.

As well as providing feed for the Giraffes, the Chessington team also took back to the Zoo the stems of coppiced material to make
additions to animal enclosures and entertain the Rhinos who love to push them around their enclosures!

For information on Surrey County Council’s countryside sites, visit the website.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dogs-in-frost-and-snow
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/giraffes-adapt-from-serengeti-to-surrey-vegetation
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/countryside/sites/visitor-information/leith-hill

