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Bourne again Christmas lights
4 November 2025

Bourne Hall is delighted to announce the return of its much-loved Christmas Lights Switch-On event, taking place on
Saturday 29 November from 4pm until 7.30pm.

This free, family-friendly celebration invites the local community to gather for an evening filled with festive entertainment,
seasonal treats, and holiday cheer.

Event highlights include:

Live Music & Performances: Enjoy a lively programme of performances from local musicians and dance schools on the
main stage. Special guests include Santa Claus and the cast of this year’s Epsom Playhouse Pantomime, Aladdin, bringing
a sprinkle of theatrical magic to the festivities.

Market & Craft Stalls: Browse a variety of stalls featuring handmade crafts, unique gifts, and festive products – perfect for
early Christmas shopping.

Food & Refreshments: Indulge in delicious seasonal fare from The Flying Saucer Café, offering warm treats and tasty
bites throughout the evening.

Santa’s Grotto Grand Opening: Be among the first to visit the newly opened Santa’s Grotto, where children can meet
Father Christmas and experience the joy of the season.

Christmas Lights Switch-On Ceremony: Be there for the magical moment at 5.15pm, when The Deputy Mayor of Epsom &
Ewell, Santa and beloved festive characters illuminate Bourne Hall with a dazzling display of Christmas lights.

Speaking of the upcoming event, Councillor Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village), Chair of the Community & Wellbeing
Committee,  said:  “We’re absolutely delighted to welcome back the Christmas Lights Switch-On at Bourne Hall  –  a
cherished tradition that brings our community together in the most magical way. This year’s event promises festive fun
for all ages, with music, entertainment, and of course, the grand illumination that marks the start of the holiday season in
Ewell. I encourage everyone to come along and share in the joy.”

This outdoor event is free and open to all, promising a heartwarming celebration for families, friends, and neighbours.
Attendees are encouraged to dress warmly and arrive early to enjoy the full programme of festivities.

Visit Bourne Hall from 29 November for a whole host of festivities.

Bourne Hall Christmas Lights Switch On

Saturday 29 November, 4pm – 7.30pm. Free event.

A day of festive fun including:

Live music and performances

Market and craft stalls

Food and refreshments

Santa’s Grotto Grand Opening

Christmas Lights Switch On 5.15pm – The Deputy Mayor of Epsom & Ewell and Santa switch on the Christmas
lights at Bourne Hall.

Santa’s Grotto – Saturday 29 November to Saturday 20 December

Step into the magic of Christmas at Bourne Hall’s enchanting Santa’s Grotto!

Please note that Santa’s Grotto is free to visit during the week but Saturday visits cost £1 per person

Grand Opening – Friday 29 November
Celebrate the launch of the grotto with a special evening of festive cheer!

 Opening times on Saturday 29th November only:

16:00–17:00

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/14943-2
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18:00–19:30

Entry: £1.00 per person (card payment only, payable at the door) due to the high footfall on this date, there is no
pre booking option available, we will operate a first come first serve basis during the two time slots. 
 

Pre-Book Your Visit – Saturdays 6, 13 & 20 December
Reserve your time slot online to guarantee your child’s magical moment with Santa.
Spaces are limited, so book early to avoid disappointment!

Tickets are £1.00 per child and can be booked online by following the links below, please select the link for your desired
date, this will take you to the booking page where you can select a ticket for your desired time slot:

Saturday 6 December: https://sessami.co/events/meetsantabounrehall?utm_medium=website&utm_sou…

Saturday 13 December: https://sessami.co/events/6529dc6f-1b2e-4c07-bd35-48c0c157cdde?utm_mediu…

Saturday 20 December: https://sessami.co/events/45c92d02-ab10-48c4-8e69-7836930592d4?utm_mediu…

Weekday Visits – Monday to Friday 10:00-16:00
Enjoy the grotto scenery at your leisure with free entry during the week.
Take festive photos, soak in the decorations, and write a letter to Santa to post!

Whether you’re booking a weekend visit or popping in during the week, Bourne Hall’s grotto is the perfect way to
celebrate the season and make lasting memories.

For more information or to get involved, please contact bhevents@epsom-ewell.gov.uk or visit bournehall.org.

Bourne Hall, Spring Street, Ewell, Surrey KT17 1UF. 020 8393 9571. Bourne Hall is open Monday – Saturday, 10am –
5pm.

https://www.bournehall.org

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Image: Courtesy Bourne Hall Facebook – Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

18th September 2025
4 November 2025
Community Health

Laser gift to Epsom Hospital shines light on the hand of Jimmy
Hendry

17 September 2025

The arrival of a major piece of medical equipment always lifts spirits among hospital staff—but the recent installation of a
£40,000 laser at Epsom General Orthopaedics held particular poignancy, bringing … Read More

Business Education

Surrey  Uni  studies  the  climate  friendly  way  to  grow  our
lettuces
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17 September 2025

Vertical farming has been hailed as a futuristic answer to Britain’s food security challenges – but a new study led by the
University of Surrey suggests the picture is more … Read More

Business Community News

Big improvements required of Epsom care home

17 September 2025

An Epsom care home has been told it needs to make big improvements after inspectors found residents were being left to
lead “very isolated lives.” Fir Trees House, a residential … Read More

Arts Culture News

Epsom’s Milly to share spotlight with West End star Kerry Ellis

17 September 2025

Local talent will step into the limelight at the Epsom Playhouse this Thursday, when Stagecoach Epsom student Milly
Playle performs alongside one of Britain’s most celebrated West End stars, Kerry … Read More

Council Education

Surrey’s education failings cost £1 million

15 September 2025

Surrey County Council’s failings have cost the authority more than £1m in fines and redress payments over the past two
years – the vast majority within its education services, newly … Read More

Rugby Sports

Dartford fail to bridge the gap with Epsom rugby
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15 September 2025

Sutton and Epsom RFC 33 Dartfordians 29 Saturday 13th September Last season’s meetings between these two clubs
reflected the Sutton and Epsom campaign. The early encounter in Bexley was one … Read More

Cricket Sports

13 September 2025

Surrey County Cricket Club ground in the red

A Surrey sports ground is set to get a £114,000 hand out to keep it afloat after the site racked up a big budget shortfall
last year. But councillors insist … Read More

Council Housing

No Place Like Home – Until Surrey Sells It

13 September 2025

Families have been left worried sick and children devastated after Surrey County Council decided to sell their homes “to
ensure best value” in the “disposal of public assets”. Residents say … Read More

Horse racing Sports

Today’s racing at Epsom racecourse

11 September 2025

This afternoon’s first race is a two-year-olds’ seven-furlong novice (1.37). Each of the seven runners have been seen
before, with the best currently presenting as Ollie Sangster’s Red Tsarina, who … Read More

Council News

Epsom library opening to register births and deaths

11 September 2025

Surrey’s Registration & Nationality Service has been undergoing changes over the past year with the aim of providing an
improved experience for residents at important life moments. Dated and non-energy … Read More
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News Planning Policing

Surrey Police HQ development dogged by flood risks

11 September 2025

Plans to redevelop Surrey Police’s Mount Browne headquarters in Guildford — including a new dog training school —
have been green-lit for a second time despite fresh flood risk modelling … Read More

Today’s racing at Epsom racecourse
4 November 2025

This afternoon’s first race is a two-year-olds’ seven-furlong novice (1.37). Each of the seven runners have been seen
before, with the best currently presenting as Ollie Sangster’s Red Tsarina, who won a fillies’ race at Chelmsford most
recently. She makes her turf debut today, while the best with turf form is St Anton, who placed on debut at Newmarket
and will be a big player once again. 

Courtesy of Boyle Sports, who provide all the latest horse racing odds. 

Next is a seven-furlong handicap (2.12). Rod Millman’s Cypriot Diaspora seeks a hat-trick, having won her last two starts
at Ffos Las, but may not be so well suited to this track, so it may pay to look elsewhere. Dylan Cunha’s Valley Ofthe Kings
went well over course and distance last time out and, running off the same mark again, could pick up at least a place, but
David O’Meara’s 10-year-old veteran Orbaan looks the most likely candidate given his good track record and recent strain
of form. 

Race three is a handicap over a mile and a quarter (2.47). Racing Demon should have a good chance after a recent pair of
places and the addition of a visor for today. Didaar also should be able to run a good race off the same mark which saw
him place last time at Ffos Las, and has a useful five pounds from his rider. Questionable could be the winner, though,
now just one pound above his last winning mark. 

The Jump Jockeys Derby is next – a handicap over a mile and a half (3.18). Balhambar could have a good chance for Paul
O’Brien, now two pounds below his last run on the Flat, in which he finished a respectable third of 11 last October.
Returning from a break, he could win this, but will have to watch out for Alan King’s Westerton, who has dipped down to a
very workable mark.  

Race five is another handicap over a mile and a half, this time for three-year-olds (3.53). Owen Burrows’ Girls Night Out
could go well, having come down a couple of pounds in the weights. She is ridden by a five-pound claimer, which helps
her case. Drawn next door, though, is Love You Back, who makes more appeal with a good bit of course form from July
and a workable mark for Gary and Josh Moore. 

The penultimate race is a handicap run over the extended mile (4.25). Another for Gary and Josh Moore, Oj Lifestyle goes
well at this track and is on a mark which should lend itself to winning here. Magical Merlin could run for a place under
claiming rider Millie Wonnacott, while Beau Jardine could do the same from the innermost draw. 

Last of all is another handicap over the same trip, this time for three-year-olds (5.00). Nigel Tinkler’s Amidst The Chaos
travels a long way for this and seeks a hat-trick today, while Pink Azalea – who also has a long drive from Malton to
Epsom – looks more likely on a mark which may be winnable from under a five-pound claimer. 

Epsom selections – Thursday:

1.37 –  St Anton

2.12 – Orbaan

2.47 – Questionable
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3.18 – Balhambar 

3.53 – Love You Back

4.25 – Oj Lifestyle

5.00 – Pink Azalea 

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

11th September 2025
4 November 2025
Community Council News

Surrey County Council flags up the flag issue

10 September 2025

Surrey County Council has set the record straight about whether residents can hang flags from lampposts. In a statement
shared with councillors and online, the authority said: “We recognise the … Read More

Horse racing Sports

Should Epsom’s Derby revert to Wednesday?

9 September 2025

Epsom-based trainer: make the Derby “London’s Race” as town’s training revival gathers pace “There’s a genuine feel
that Epsom is back on the map” Epsom-based trainer George Baker says the … Read More

Council Finances Policing

Surrey Police tax set to rise

8 September 2025

Council tax bills could keep climbing despite warnings residents could be getting less bang for their buck. Surrey’s Police
and Crime Commissioner has insisted she “will not ask the public … Read More

Community Council
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The young of Epsom and Ewell can be legends

8 September 2025

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is proud to announce its new local initiative – Epsom & Ewell Young Legends – an
exciting programme of sports and creative activities taking place … Read More

Rugby Sports

Sutton and Epsom rugby season opener

8 September 2025

Having enjoyed their first winning season since lifting the Level 5 title in 2018-19 Sutton approached this new campaign
with renewed vigour, optimism and purpose. The opening fixture was a … Read More

Community Education News

New Centre at Nescot gives vision impaired students “the best
of both worlds”

8 September 2025

A new Centre of Excellence for vision impaired young people has opened at the North East Surrey College of Technology
(Nescot) in Ewell. The initiative is run by the Royal … Read More

Council Housing Planning

Epsom care home to become hotel and staff HMO

7 September 2025

A former Surrey care home is being given a new lease of life – not for elderly residents but as a mix of hotel rooms and
shared housing. The Elders, … Read More

News Policing
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 Anti-catcalling campaign triggered ‘vitriolic’ backlash

7 September 2025

Surrey’s Police and Crime Commissioner has said the “vitriolic” online abuse she faced after an anti-catcalling trial
campaign went viral shows why tackling violence against women and girls must remain … Read More

Local History News Transport

King Athelstan returns to Kingston

7 September 2025

Podcaster and historian Tom Holland was in Kingston on Thursday 4th September to mark the 1,100th anniversary of the
coronation of King Athelstan, regarded as England’s first monarch. At a … Read More

News Transport Westminster

Pavement Parking: Epsom & Ewell MP Speaks Out

7 September 2025

3rd September Helen Maguire, Liberal Democrat MP for Epsom & Ewell, spotlighted i

Citizens Advice Bureau AGM
4 November 2025
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4th September 2025
4 November 2025
Business Community News

Godstone’s gasworks fury while sinkhole not fixed

3 September 2025

Godstone residents are up in arms over suddenly announced gasworks on a ‘major cut through’’, warning the closures
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could turn traffic into a nightmare and hit local businesses – all … Read More

Arts Culture Local History

Surrey to mark 50 years since the death of playwright R.C.
Sherriff

3 September 2025

This  November  marks  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Robert  Cedric  Sherriff  (1896–1975),  the  Surrey-born
playwright and screenwriter best remembered for his First World War play Journey’s End. Sherriff, … Read More

News Policing

3 September 2025

A former Surrey Police officer secretly got back with his ex while under investigation for behaviour in their relationship –
then tried to persuade her to retract a statement, a … Read More

Education News

Surrey expansion of SEN places

3 September 2025

An ‘Outstanding’ Surrey school could open a new satellite site at another primary- around eight miles away.  Surrey
County Council has revealed plans to expand a top-rated school for children … Read More

Community Faith Local History

Epsom’s Parish Church Marks 200 Years

29 August 2025

This September, Epsom pauses to celebrate the 200th anniversary of its parish church, the Church of St Martin of Tours.
For two centuries the building has stood at the centre … Read More

Community Local History News

Two new Epsom and Ewell virtual day trips unveiled
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28 August 2025

Epsom & Ewell  Borough Council  has  launched two new inclusive tours,  part  of  their  Virtual  Day Trips  series,  in
partnership with Whistlestop Tours. These tours explore Epsom and Ewell, shining … Read More

28th August 2025
4 November 2025
Horse racing News

Epsom racecourse caught short of loos on family day

27 August 2025

A long-standing racegoer has written to the Epsom & Ewell Times to complain of what she described as “a complete lack
of sanitation facilities” at Epsom Downs Racecourse during the … Read More

Business Health News

Surrey care home concerns

26 August 2025

The death of a 76-year-old man, who was found on the floor with fractured ribs, has led to concerns over safety of the
remaining residents at a Surrey care home. … Read More

Horse racing Sports

Epsom’s bank holiday racing results

26 August 2025

The seven-race card at Epsom on Monday afternoon saw a good spread of results with a pair of winning favourites
alongside some less anticipated victors, with some very impressive winning … Read More

News Transport
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Epsom rail commuters brace for fare increases

26 August 2025

Commuters travelling from Epsom to London terminals are set to pay significantly more for their journeys next year if
government policy on rail fares continues unchanged. The current cost of … Read More

Council Finances

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council debt update

26 August 2025

Councils across the UK have added a further £7.8bn to their collective borrowing in the last year, leaving local authorities
with debts of £122.2bn – the equivalent of £1,791 for … Read More

Community Housing News

RNIB blind to the interests of its Epsom residents?

24 August 2025

The future of Swail House in Epsom, a landmark housing estate for visually impaired people, has become the subject of
debate as residents and the Royal National Institute of Blind … Read More

Education Health News

Prostate cancer vaccine research launched in Surrey

22 August 2025

In September 2025, The Prostate Project, a Guildford-based volunteer-led charity, will launch a £250,000 campaign to
raise funds for a prostate cancer research project widely anticipated to be ‘game-changing’.   … Read More

Education News

Epsom schools celebrate GCSE results
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22 August 2025

Epsom schools have been celebrating another strong year of GCSE results, with both Glyn School and Rosebery School
reporting exceptional performances from the Class of 2025. At Glyn School, 86% … Read More

Community Faith Local History

Epsom commemorates VJ day

18 August 2025

St Martin’s Church, Epsom, was filled on Friday 15th August as the borough came together to mark the 80th anniversary
of VJ Day – the end of the Second World … Read More

Health News

Local MP speaks out on Epsom Hospital’s bed-blocking

16 August 2025

Epsom & Ewell’s MP, Helen Maguire, has called for urgent action on social care after visiting Epsom Hospital’s accident
and emergency department this week. The Liberal Democrat MP met hospital … Read More

Business Council

No alcohol sales between 3am and 7am rules Epsom licensing
committee

15 August 2025

An Epsom corner shop has been given the green light for longer trading hours – but stopped short of being allowed to
serve alcohol 24/7.  Ruxley Food & Wine, an … Read More

Education News

Epsom’s boys’ and girls’ schools celebrate A level results
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15 August 2025

Epsom’s  two prominent  secondary  schools,  Rosebery  and Glyn,  are  celebrating  outstanding A-level  and vocational
qualification results,  with this year’s achievements marking new highs in performance and student destinations. At
Rosebery … Read More

Epsom’s bank holiday racing results
4 November 2025

The seven-race card at Epsom on Monday afternoon saw a good spread of results with a pair of winning favourites
alongside some less anticipated victors, with some very impressive winning distances among them; the combined winning
distance was around 15 lengths.

Read on for a full report of the Epsom card, courtesy of Sporting Life. 

Up first was a six-furlong handicap (1.35). Of the six runners, the most fancied was Emma Lavelle’s Silver Wraith at 6/4,
who raced in touch with the leader, Em Four (6/1), who made all and began to extend his lead in the last couple of
furlongs. The favourite could get no closer, with a challenge delivered by George Baker’s Danger Alert, but the Jamie
Osborne-trained Em Four was not for catching and won by a length. 

Next was a seven-furlong two-year-olds’ maiden (2.10). In a field of just four, Andrew Balding’s Ghost Mode, ridden by
Oisin Murphy, was the favourite at 1/3.  The colt was keen, though, and though he led into the closing stages, he couldn’t
hold on for long enough and was overtaken by Ollie Sangster’s filly Mayaada in the hands of Sam James at 4/1. The Nick
Bradley Racing-owned filly won by a tidy two and a half lengths. 

Following was a seven-furlong handicap (2.45). This saw our first winning favourite of the afternoon; David Loughnane’s
Partisan Hero under Rossa Ryan (3/1). This was a competitive race, with a number of possibilities with two furlongs left to
travel. The market leader had to fight Archie Watson’s Aurora Majesty home, but managed to cross the line a head in
front with Native American following on in third.

An amateur riders’ handicap was next, run over a mile and four furlongs (3.20). This race saw the second and final
favourite of the day win a race; Gordon Grey at 9/4 for Ben Brookhouse under Paul Hainey. The grey gelding was never
really in doubt, making all from the off in first-time cheekpieces, and no other runner made it close to him. Ridden home,
Gordon Grey was eased down over the line and won by a very impressive five lengths. 

Race five was a handicap run over a mile and a quarter (3.55). Oisin Murphy rode the favourite once again, Andrew
Balding’s Soul Dance, who led the field for most of the way. The pair looked likely to win at the two-furlong pole, but Ed
Walker’s Stormy Monday ran on home more strongly and snatched the win under Kieran Shoemark, eventually crossing
the line nearly three lengths ahead. 

The penultimate race was a handicap over the extended mile (4.28). Three of the field of six were finishing strongly; Jiff’s
Army, Due West and Play Me, with the former pair ahead of the rest. In the end, though Jiff’s Army and Due West duelled
home, it was Jiff’s Army who stuck his neck to take the win under Rossa Ryan at 11/2. 

Finally, the afternoon’s racing concluded with a seven-furlong handicap (5.03). It was a slightly surprising result in that
the favourite, 11/8 Silver Trumpet, all but pulled up having reportedly lost his action, while the 9/1 shot The Bitter Moose
made all under Jim Crowley to win in emphatic fashion by nearly five lengths, totally unchallenged. 

Epsom results – Monday:

1.35 – Em Four (6/1)

2.10 – Mayaada (4/1)

2.45 – Partisan Hero (3/1)
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3.20 – Gordon Grey (9/4)

3.55 – Stormy Monday (5/1)

4.28 – Jiff’s Army (11/2)

5.03 – The Bitter Moose (9/1)

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

Today’s Epsom racing tips
4 November 2025

Epsom Racecourse presents its latest meeting on Friday afternoon, with a six-race card consisting of five handicaps and
one fillies’ novice.

Read on for a full preview of and tips for the Epsom card, courtesy of Boyle Sports, who offer all the latest horse racing
odds. 

The first  race of  the afternoon is  a  seven-furlong two-year-olds’  nursery handicap (2.05).  Of  the six  runners,  Tom
Dascombe’s Jowalla is the only one making her handicap debut, and wears first-time cheekpieces for the occasion, which
could help her improve on her consistent placing form. Gascony wasn’t suited by the heavy ground when last seen at
Glorious Goodwood, and should be able to get back to his best today under a five pound claimer. 

Next is a seven-furlong two-year-old fillies’ novice (2.40). We have two newcomers here; Born To Bright, who wears a
hood, and the expensive Lady Vanguard, who cost 320,000 guineas as a yearling, for George Scott. Calendar Girl is the
filly she has to get past, who won on her debut in smart fashion at Newbury in July, but Epsom is a very different track
and Lady Vanguard’s trainer has the higher strike rate with juveniles in this context, so ought to be worth siding with. 

Race three is a six-furlong handicap (3.15). There are just five runners here, but this is nonetheless a competitive race.
Harry Eustace’s Kisskodi completed a hat-trick earlier this season, and another good race is unlikely to be beyond him,
especially with a claiming rider in the saddle again. Nordic Games has good course form, having placed a very close
second at this track last time out, so could be involved again. 

The fourth race is a mile and a quarter handicap (3.50). Letsbeatsepsis should have a chance, remaining on the same
mark today as when second of 10 last time out, while Twilight Guest is back down to his last winning mark and could get
back to the hat-trick winning ways of earlier this summer. He’s a consistent type who should be capable of a decent
result. 

Second to last, race five is an extended mile handicap for three-year-olds (4.20). Jim Boyle’s Play Me has come down two
pounds in the handicap lately and now looks tempting, especially with a seven-pound claimer in the saddle. Though
disappointing last time out at Lingfield, he is normally better and should be able to do his best work today. Coma Cluster
similarly is at a winnable mark and should be at the sharp end. 

Finally,  the afternoon’s racing concludes with a seven-furlong handicap (4.50).  Revolutionise should be bang there,
running off the same mark as last time when second over course and distance. Course and distance winner Marlay Park
also should be able to run a good race on the same mark as a promising performance last time at Brighton. With Luke
Catton’s three pounds to boot, he could win this. 

Epsom selections – Friday (via Sporting Life):

2.05 – Gascony

2.40 – Lady Vanguard

3.15 – Kisskodi

3.50 – Letsbeatsepsis

4.20 – Coma Cluster

4.50 – Marlay Park

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/todays-epsom-racing-tips-2
https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing
https://www.boylesports.com/sports/horse-racing
https://www.sportinglife.com/racing/tips-centre


30th April 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

16

14th August 2025
4 November 2025
Arts Education

Let  your  A  level  winners  be  creative  says  Epsom’s  Arts
University

13 August 2025

Ahead of A-level results day and Clearing, University for the Creative Arts (UCA) has written an open letter to parents and
carers asking them not to discourage their children from … Read More

Council Housing Planning

Keep our Valley Green say Langley Vale campaigners

13 August 2025

Campaigners in an Epsom village have hit out at proposals to build on “pristine farmland”, warning the plans will destroy
a cherished stretch of countryside on the edge of the … Read More

Business Council

New Business Start-Up Surrey Programme

13 August 2025

Budding entrepreneurs and early-stage businesses across Surrey are set to receive a major boost with the launch of the
Start-Up Surrey Programme, a dynamic new initiative funded by Surrey County … Read More

Arts Community Culture

Silver musical lines under a cloudless Epsom sky

11 August 2025
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On Sunday 10 August, under a radiant summer sky, the Epsom & Ewell Silver Band gave a free open-air concert in
Rosebery Park. Families and friends gathered, bringing their own … Read More

Business Community Health

Garage Gives Ewell a Heart-Start

11 August 2025

A busy garage in Ewell that supports a prominent local charity now offers a rather special – and potentially life-saving –
service. Autotest MOT in Ruxley Lane recently celebrated its … Read More

Football News Sports

Banned fan cheers on Epsom and Ewell FC from tree

10 August 2025

A lifelong supporter of Epsom & Ewell Football Club has taken to watching matches from a nearby tree after receiving
what he describes as an “unwarranted” lifetime ban from the … Read More

Community News

Epsom Mother and Daughter join British Army together

9 August 2025

A mother and daughter from Epsom have completed Army entry training within weeks of each other, marking the start of
their respective military careers. Sherene De Stadler, 40, will join … Read More

Council Council constitution

LGR and CGR, what’s the difference for Epsom and Ewell?

8 August 2025

Two sets of initials could soon reshape local democracy in Surrey – and in Epsom & Ewell in particular. LGR – Local
Government Reorganisation – is the national government’s plan … Read More

Obituary Sports
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Local  Epsom  lad  who  became  a  radio  shock-jock  in  sport
passes

8 August 2025

James Whale (Michael James Whale) – 13 May 1951 – 4 August 2025 James Whale was born Michael James Whale on 13
May 1951 in Ewell, Surrey, into a middle-class … Read More

Community Health Local History

What has kept us well in Surrey through the ages?

7 August 2025

How have people in Surrey looked after their wellbeing through the centuries — and what can we learn from them today?
That’s the question behind a new year-long heritage and … Read More

Community News Notices

Epsom & Ewell Community Fund Seeks New Chair

7 August 2025

The Epsom & Ewell Community Fund is a philanthropic fund that provides financial support to local charities and projects
across the borough. As Chair, your role is to lead a … Read More

Let your A level winners be creative says Epsom’s
Arts University
4 November 2025

Ahead of A-level results day and Clearing, University for the Creative Arts (UCA) has written an open letter to parents and
carers asking them not to discourage their children from making the creative choice and ultimately pursuing their dreams
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this week.

UCA writes on behalf of the children that came before, those that didn’t choose games over geography, marketing over
medicine or animation over accounting due to pressure from their parents and carers, of which there are many examples
posted on the online community, The Student Room. “I’m honestly just doing linguistics for my parents. They expect me to
get a ‘good’ degree, to get a secure job – they think working in the film industry won’t get me anywhere.”

The University, which for nearly 170 years has delivered creative education, acknowledges it’s only natural for parents
and carers to feel uncertain when children say they want to pursue a creative subject. “We understand the hopes and
concerns that come with guiding children’s higher education and subject choice. Parents and carers want the best for
them – a secure future,” says UCA’s Vice-Chancellor, Professor Melanie Gray.

This is reinforced in UCAS’ Project Next Generation report, which states parents want to guide their children towards the
pathways that have the best capacity for earning and stability. As a result, almost half (48%) of children in the report,
agreed that they feel pressure from parents to make ‘good’ decisions about their education. 

UCA reassures in the letter that ‘a creative choice is a career choice,’ with the creative industries worth £124 billion a
year to the UK economy and support more than 2.4 million jobs. Long-term, the sector is also part of the Government’s
modern Industrial Strategy – a 10-year plan backing the UK’s strengths with ambitions for eight high-growth sectors,
aiming to increase productivity and create jobs.    

Professor Gray, adds: “With this letter we’re not reprimanding parents and carers, we’re simply asking them to support
their children and have confidence in them choosing what they love. We have seen time and time again, children not
pursuing their creative dreams, which now more than ever, have a secure future.”

UCAS’ report acknowledgesparents and carers play a pivotal role in the crucial  choices children make about their
future. It also shows children’s higher education choices are inspired by their passions. Support and reassurance, not
pressure, is needed to empower children in their decision making.

Support ahead of A-level results day and Clearing is available on UCA’s dedicated webpage, uca.ac.uk/clearing for parents
and carers, as well as those wanting to make the creative choice. On Friday 15 and Saturday 16 August, the University
also welcomes anyone to tour its campuses and ask staff and current students questions. For those not yet applied
through Clearing, Staff will also make on-the-spot offers to those suitable.

Image: Student work by UCA BA Graphic Ryon Pattison

Epsom & Ewell Community Fund Seeks New Chair
4 November 2025

The Epsom & Ewell Community Fund is a philanthropic fund that provides financial support to local charities and projects
across the borough.

As Chair, your role is to lead a Fund Panel made up of individuals with experience in serving the local community. The
Fund is an ‘area fund’ under the umbrella of the Community Foundation for Surrey.

The Epsom & Ewell Community Fund maintains and builds assets in two parts:

Grants Fund – for immediate grant giving.1.

Endowment Fund – an investment fund for future generations, with the investment income used for making2.
grants.

Responsibilities of the Fund Panel:
Raising philanthropic donations from local high-net-worth individuals, businesses, and other sources.

Deciding which local charitable organisations or projects should receive grants.

Managing the strategic development and growth of the Fund.

Ideal candidates will bring:
Experience of leading a team of volunteers.

https://www.uca.ac.uk/clearing/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-community-fund-seeks-new-chair
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A passion to improve the lives of local people, especially those experiencing disadvantage.

An understanding and/or experience of the voluntary sector.

Experience in fundraising, philanthropic giving, or event organisation.

A strategic vision.

Strong networking skills across the local community.

Professional  experience  in  areas  such  as  marketing,  communications,  fundraising,  events,  or  business
networking.

There are currently eight members of the Fund Panel. Meetings are held approximately four times a year, either in person
or online. A representative from the Community Foundation usually attends to provide advice and support.

While this is an unpaid, voluntary position, the opportunity to help improve the lives of individuals and communities
across the borough is deeply rewarding.

You can find out more about the Epsom & Ewell Community Fund at:
Epsom and Ewell Community Fund — Community Foundation for Surrey

For more information, contact Chris Frost at
chrisfrost810@btinternet.com or 07516 024999

The deadline for applications is 5pm, Friday 19th September 2025.

7th August 2025
4 November 2025
Community News

Asylum hotel tension mounts in Surrey
6 August 2025

The leader of Spelthorne Borough Council has again written to the Home Office, demanding the government to abandon
controversial plans to use Stanwell Hotel exclusively for single male asylum seekers. … Read More

Council Social care

Carers respite at the Crossroads in Surrey?

6 August 2025

A row has erupted over the sudden withdrawal of Surrey County Council funding for respite care provided by the long-
standing charity, Crossroads Care Surrey, leaving hundreds of unpaid carers uncertain … Read More

Council Education Westminster

Surrey MPs slam SEND profiteers

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/7th-august-2025
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/asylum-hotel-tension-mounts-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/asylum-hotel-tension-mounts-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/asylum-hotel-tension-mounts-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/asylum-hotel-tension-mounts-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council/social-care
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/carers-respite-at-the-crossroads-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/carers-respite-at-the-crossroads-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/carers-respite-at-the-crossroads-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/carers-respite-at-the-crossroads-in-surrey
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council/education-council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/westminster
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-mps-slam-send-profiteers


30th April 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

21

2 August 2025

A new analysis of Surrey’s special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) provision reveals growing concern over
spiralling costs, limited local authority capacity, and soaring profits among private providers – all … Read More

Council Finances

Guildford  Council’s  CEO’s  salary  touches  the  UK  Prime
Minister’s

2 August 2025

Guildford and Waverley Borough Council’s chief executive’s new salary will be £169,950 after a three per cent pay rise
was agreed – despite the likelihood the two councils will soon … Read More

Council Finances

A  Surrey  Council  debates  its  bank’s  “support”  for  Gaza
genocide

2 August 2025

Pro-Palestinian campaigners have urged a Surrey council to cut financial ties with Barclays Bank, accusing the firm, of
funding what they called Israel’s “genocide of the Palestinian people”. But no … Read More

Education News

Almost any listening environment on Earth coming to Surrey

31 July 2025

A new national audio hub featuring world-first acoustic facilities is being built at the University of Surrey, thanks to £2.2
million in funding from the Engineering and Physical Sciences Research … Read More

Education News

Box Hill teacher with naked boy interest struck off
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31 July 2025

A teacher has been struck off and banned from the profession after being found with hundreds of indecent images of
children and a search history looking for naked young boys. … Read More

Nature News

Water voles return to Ewell

31 July 2025

Once extinct in the county, the much-loved water vole has today (30th July) made an historic return to the Upper Hogsmill
in Epsom & Ewell. This milestone is the result … Read More

News Transport

Leatherhead railway station gets access upgrade

31 July 2025

A major upgrade to Leatherhead railway station has officially opened, marking what local MP Helen Maguire has called a
“crucial step” in the campaign to make rail travel more accessible … Read More

Community News

Male only asylum Surrey hotel “shock”

31 July 2025

A Surrey council leader has said she was “shocked” to learn of Home Office proposals to house exclusively male asylum
seekers in a hotel in a village. In a strongly … Read More

Horse racing Sports

Today’s Epsom racing tips
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31 July 2025

Epsom Racecourse presents its latest race meeting on Thursday evening, with a total of six races; five handicaps and a
juveniles’ novice race.  Read on for a full preview of … Read More

Community Sports Volunteers

Epsom charity backs Ukrainian wheelchair athletes in world
championship

31 July 2025

Surrey Stands with Ukraine, the Epsom-based humanitarian charity operating under Harrop HR Missions Ltd (Registered
Charity No. 1117155), is proudly sponsoring the Ukrainian Pickleball Team at the prestigious English Open … Read More

News

Surrey tops UK hydrogen bus league

31 July 2025

Surrey County Council has invested over £16m in 34 zero emission hydrogen buses to ensure the county’s bus service is
cleaner and greener. Over the last few months, 11 double … Read More

Education News

Former Surrey teacher avoids ban from profession

31 July 2025

A former science teacher and head of year at a Surrey private school has avoided a ban from the profession despite
sending ‘sexually explicit’ messages to three colleagues. Leishan Silva, …

Water voles return to Ewell
4 November 2025
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Once extinct in the county, the much-loved water vole has today (30th July) made an historic return to the Upper Hogsmill
in Epsom & Ewell. This milestone is the result of a pioneering wetland restoration project led by the South East Rivers
Trust (SERT) and reintroduction project by rewilding organisation Citizen Zoo, with support from Wildwood Trust, Natural
England Species Recovery Programme, Thames Water and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council.  

Around 50 water voles were released onto the Hogsmill river and Chamber Meads wetland this morning at a celebratory
event. This was the culmination of many years of work by the South East Rivers Trust, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council,
Citizen Zoo, and partners to restore the river and create the new wetland habitat. The return of this endangered species
marks a major milestone for Surrey’s biodiversity and one of the most exciting rewilding projects in the region. 

“Water voles were once a familiar sight on the Hogsmill, but due to habitat loss and invasive predators, they died out. 
Now, after years of dedicated river restoration work, and the creation of the flagship wetland at Chamber Mead, as well
as extensive monitoring by a band of dedicated local volunteers , we’re thrilled to have brought them back to the upper
Hogsmill in Surrey,” said Dr Bella Davies, CEO of the South East Rivers Trust.  

The Wildwood Trust, based in Kent and Devon, is one of the UK’s leading centres for conservation breeding, and bred 50
water voles through its expert captive breeding programme for release on the upper Hogsmill river. Wildwood has played
a key role in restoring water vole populations across the UK.  

 “The UK’s biodiversity is facing a critical decline – putting our ecosystems, food security, and climate resilience at risk,”
said Tyrone Capel, Conservation Officer at Wildwood Trust. “Ambitious rewilding projects like this are central to our
mission: returning nature to the places it once thrived. We’re proud to support this initiative by breeding water voles for
release along the Hogsmill and ultimately reversing the near 20 year extinction of Water voles in Surrey.”  

The creation of the Chamber Mead wetlands and river restoration work undertaken by SERT has improved conditions
on the Hogsmill and transformed the area into an ideal habitat for water voles. This work forms part of SERT’s broader
vision to revive this rare urban chalk stream and inspire nature recovery in towns and cities.  

Citizen Zoo, a rewilding organisation that has delivered a previous successful water vole release along the Hogsmill
further downstream in Kingston, led on the reintroduction. The team is now calling for local volunteers to support ongoing
monitoring of the population.  

“This is not just a win for water voles—it’s a flagship moment for urban river restoration across the UK,” said Elliot
Newton,  Director of Rewilding at Citizen Zoo. “With the help of local people, we’re giving this species a real chance to
thrive again.”  

“We are deeply committed to protecting and nurturing habitats that help biodiversity flourish, and we are honoured that
the Upper Hogsmill River in our borough has been chosen as the second release site for the reintroduction of water
voles.” said Councillor Liz Frost, Chair of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Environment Committee. “They will be the
first water voles living in the wild in Surrey for over 20 years. This milestone reflects the strength of our partnerships to
create the right conditions for these once-extinct animals to thrive and reflects our borough’s dedication to managing
biodiversity and creating resilient ecosystems that play a role in tackling climate change.” 

Water voles—made famous as Ratty in The Wind in the Willows—are one of the UK’s fastest-declining mammals, having
disappeared from 94% of their former range. Their return to Surrey is both a symbolic and ecological milestone.

Wild Wood Trust  

Today’s Epsom racing tips
4 November 2025

Epsom Racecourse presents its latest race meeting on Thursday evening, with a total of six races; five handicaps and a
juveniles’ novice race. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/todays-epsom-racing-tips
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Read on for a full preview of and tips from the Epsom card, courtesy of Racing TV, who provide all of the latest free
bets offers. 

Kicking off the evening’s action is an apprentice handicap over a mile and two furlongs (5.50). Etretat won last time out at
Newcastle just five days ago and carries a penalty as a result, although is given three pounds back by his claiming rider.
He is more of an all-weather specialist, however, having never won a race on turf, and is easy to look past. Despite
carrying top weight, Carnival Day looks capable of winning this due to remaining on the same mark as when running well
for fourth of 12 at Yarmouth last time, and has good form at this track, which is a big positive. 

Next is a two-year-olds’ novice run over seven furlongs (6.25). Of the six runners, Dylan Cunha’s Champagne Dream is the
only newcomer here; a colt by Oasis Dream who is probably best watched this term, looking on paper to be more a next-
season sort. William Knight’s horses are running well at present, and his colt Norfolk Blue looks to have a solid chance.
This son of  A’Ali placed a close second last time out at Lingfield, and is given a handy three pounds by his rider, Brandon
Wilkie. 

Race three is a mile and a half handicap (7.00). King’s Castle seeks a hat-trick, having won his last two starts at Ffos Las
and Sandown under the same rider; seven-pound claimer Taryn Langley. He wears a first time hood, and shouldn’t have
too much standing in his way here at a track that he likes. Chips And Rice ought to be in with a big chance here, fit from a
hurdling campaign and now on a very workable Flat mark for today. Jockey Pat Cosgrave is in good form, and Robert
Stephens’ horses are running well at present too. 

Following is an extended mile fillies’ handicap (7.30). We have only four runners here, all of which have won at least one
race this term. Pink Azalea seeks a hat-trick, having won her last two starts at Ripon and Carlisle, and has Jack Dace’s
seven pounds in hand. Both Brielle and Revelance won their last starts, but Brielle’s win was more applicable to this race.
She does have a lot of weight to shoulder now though, hence it might be better to side with Revelance today, whose form
is of a very promising level. 

Penultimately we have a seven-furlong handicap for three-year-olds (8.00). With nine runners, this is a competitive affair.
Miakoda won his last start under Pat Cosgrave, who rides again today, and though this will be a tougher ask, this gelding
may prove to suit this track quite well and could make a good show of himself. That said, he might not appreciate any rain
that falls, so it may be safer to side with the likes of Uncle Simon, who can handle ground with some give and comes here
in good form having been a very close second last time at Redcar, and represents a trainer in form. 

Last of all is a six-furlong handicap of eight runners (8.30). Twirler carries a five-pound penalty , having won her last start
at Windsor five days ago, but is given the weight straight back by her claiming rider, so could easily be in contention once
again. David O’Meara’s veteran, the 11-year-old Muscika, is a course and distance winner who was last seen finishing
third of eight at this track, so could also be a player despite carrying top weight. 

Epsom selections – Thursday:

5.50 – Carnival Day

6.25 – Norfolk Blue 

7.00 – Chips And Rice

7.30 – Revelance

8.00 – Uncle Simon

8.30 – Musicka
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