Current

EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far thes camimunity, oy the community. & net-far-proft service

——
=

ISSN 2753-2771

Surrey prison drug smuggling drones might be
investigated

Drones smuggling drugs into prison will be investigated in an inquest into a man who died in custody. The full inquest, which
opens next month, will also look at his care and supervision.

Oliver Mulangala, 40, was found dead at HMP High Down, Sutton in July 2024. A pre-inquest review was held at Woking’s
Coroner’s Court on October 29, ahead of a 10-week inquest due to begin on November 17.

At the hearing, Coroner Jonathan Stevens said it was his role to investigate any potential factors contributing to Mr Mulangala’s
death, including the possibility that drugs may have entered the prison by drones. However, Ministry of Justice (Mo])
representative Mr Simms said there was no evidence to suggest the substances consumed by Mr Mulangala were delivered by
drone.

He warned releasing details of intelligence related to drone activity in prison, and measures to reduce or minimise drones, could
risk compromising the prison’s security. Mr Simms said the Mo]’s decision had “not been taken lightly” but said “it was not in the
public interest” to provide this information.

Barrister Michael Etienne, acting on behalf of Mr Mulangala’s family at the coroner’s court in Woking, said the family wanted the
inquest to look at the monitoring, care and supervision in the 12 months prior to Oliver’s tragic death. The court heard that the
prison officer who failed to conduct the roll call the morning of July 13 was subsequently dismissed. When Mr Mulangala was
found by officers, they undertook initial life support.

Coroner Stevens asked to see all the evidence available from family statements, the Mo]J and NHS trust, before deciding if it is
relevant for the full inquest. A full inquest with a jury is due to take place for two weeks from November 17. Numerous witnesses
will be called, including senior figures from HMP High Down, current prisoners and those responsible for Mr Mulangala’s health.

The Ministry of Justice and North West London NHS Trust have been identified as interested persons in the inquest.
Emily Dalton LDRS
HMP High Down from Google maps

Residents sigh of relief if Government bail out
bankrupt Woking

The government’s whopping £500m bailout for debt-ridden Woking Borough Council may not be the last. The cash injection,
announced as part of Surrey’s local government reorganisation on October 28, will cover roughly a quarter of Woking’s debt. But
ministers have described it as only the “first tranche” of support. Surrey County Council leader Tim Oliver said commissioners
appointed to oversee Woking’s finances are still selling off property assets to reduce the total debt and the government has left
the door open to further payments.

“They’ve called it a first tranche. So this is £500 million now to get on with selling down the assets, reducing the debt as much as
you can, and then we’ll have a conversation about that balance,” he told the Local Democracy Reporting Service. “The
expectation is that whatever the rump of the debt remains, the government will pick it up.”

Woking’s debts, which peaked around £2bn, stem from a series of risky property investments that left the council effectively
bankrupt. The government’s intervention prevents the shortfall from being passed on to other Surrey residents, something Clir
Oliver said ministers have been “very clear” would not happen. “It’s nobody’s fault, least of all residents’, but they were at risk of
being penalised just for living in the wrong place,” the council leader said. “We worked hard to make sure that didn’t happen.”

He added that securing government support for Woking’s debt was a collective effort between Surrey’s council leaders and MPs.
Cllr Oliver added that ministers were keen to stress Woking’s situation was “exceptional” to prevent other indebted councils
seeking similar bailouts. Although Woking council may be able to breathe a slight sigh of relief with the government’s handout,
residents are still left wondering what will happen with the rest of the debt across Surrey.
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Cllr Oliver said the coming months would be focused on “getting the detail right” and ensuring that the reorganisation delivers
simpler, stronger local government. “It’s great to get a decision, but now the hard work starts,” he said. “We’ll make sure this
works for residents and that the government honours its commitment to clearing Woking’s debt.”

The announcement came alongside confirmation that Surrey will be split into two new unitary councils, replacing the current
county and district system by 2027. While more than half of those who responded to the public consultation backed a three-way
split, ministers said the two-unitary model was “more likely to be financially sustainable”. Local government minister Alison
McGovern said the decision “does not set any precedent” for other areas, but acknowledged Surrey’s “unique financial context”: a
hint that more support could still be needed. The Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government have been asked for
comment.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Related reports:

Strip Woking’s debt-man of his OBE MP says

Government bailout to ease Woking’s debt burden

Who will be saddled with Spelthorne’s and Woking’s £3 billion debts?

Image: Woking Victoria Square Towers (View From North)

Surrey Fire service workshop needs maintenance check

The garage that keeps Surrey’s fire engines safe and running is “no longer fit for purpose”, according to a new report

Surrey County Council has admitted that the Surrey Fire and Rescue Service’s (SFRS) main vehicle workshop in Reigate needs
important maintenance work.

Without urgent work, the service “will no longer be able to continue to carry out critical safety checks” on its fire engine, a new
report has revealed.

The Wray Park site, which looks after more than 140 fire engines and other vehicles, has been running on fumes for years. A
council report says the buildings are riddled with problems, such as they are difficult to heat in winter and cool in summer, the
ventilation system “inefficient”, and the roof too low for newer, taller fire engines to fit inside.

Surrey’s council cabinet, meeting on October 28, is being asked to sign off spending for a full refurbishment between 2025 and
2028, using money already set aside in its capital budget.

Officials describe the investment as “essential” to ensure Surrey’s fire engines can keep rolling and protecting residents. The
report says the overhaul will deliver “fit for purpose facilities to enable the maintenance, repair and servicing of the SFRS vehicle
fleet”.

Without it, the council warns, the fire service’s ability to keep its engines roadworthy will be at risk - a situation that could impact
optimal Fire Service provision and the protection of Surrey residents.

The revamp has been a long time coming. A decade ago, the county council had hoped to build a joint “blue light” maintenance
centre with Sussex Police. But the plan collapsed when the shared site proved too cramped and too costly.

Instead, the council has now decided to invest in its existing Reigate site, which it says is “centrally located, easily accessible, and
well-connected to major transport networks”.

An alternative site study found nowhere better, with other options ruled out for being “unsustainable” or too expensive.

If approved, the rebuild will literally raise the roof to fit newer fire engines and include solar panels, insulation and new
automated doors.

The report says the work will reduce the carbon footprint and environmental impact on neighbouring Surrey residents and ensure
compliance with Health and Safety legislation. It will also mean “a secure and healthy working environment” for fire service staff.

As part of the upgrade, the fire service also plans to start servicing its smaller “white fleet” vehicles (like cars and vans) in-house
for the first time, instead of paying private garages.
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The council insists the project is viable and affordable within its current budget, though the exact figures are being kept under
wraps for commercial sensitivity. It will be paid for through a mix of council borrowing and Home Office funding for ‘Blue Light
Collaboration’, the report states.

But officials admit money is tight. The report warns the council “continues to operate in a very challenging financial environment,
with significant budgetary pressures and limited financial resources”.

Cabinet members are being urged to “have regard to fiduciary duties to residents in utilising public monies” in other words, make
sure taxpayers get value for money.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Surrey Fire Service Wray Park aerial view Google Maps

Surrey County Council under pressure over
safeguarding review

Surrey County Council is facing growing calls to come clean about when it will publish the findings of its independent review into
how it dealt with Pride in Surrey and its former co-founder Stephen Ireland — now serving 24 years in prison for child sexual
offences.

Ireland, who co-founded Pride in Surrey in 2019, was sentenced in June to 24 years in prison — plus six years on extended licence
— for the rape of a 12-year-old boy and multiple child sexual offences. His partner, David Sutton, who also worked with Pride in
Surrey, was jailed for four-and-a-half years.

Rebecca Paul, MP for Reigate and county councillor for Tadworth, Walton and Kingswood, said the council must “urgently clarify”
when the long-awaited report will be made public, saying residents “deserve clear answers” over how the authority handled
safeguarding concerns

The review, commissioned earlier this year after Ireland’s conviction, was set up to examine the council’s interactions with
Ireland and Pride in Surrey, and whether concerns were properly dealt with. But so far, Surrey County Council has not shared the
terms of reference or a release date.

Cllr Rebecca Paul previously told the council she raised safeguarding concerns about Ireland in 2023 and gave evidence to the
independent reviewer in April this year.

At a full council meeting on October 14, Ms Paul pressed for clarity but got mixed messages

Council Leader Tim Oliver said the report would be published “within the coming weeks”, while Cabinet Member for Health,
Wellbeing and Public Health, Cllr Mark Nuti, suggested it would be released “by the end of the year”.

Speaking afterwards, the Conservative MP said: “Stephen Ireland’s despicable crimes against children, including the rape of a
young boy, are horrific. Residents deserve clear answers about how public bodies engaged with Mr Ireland and Pride in Surrey
over the relevant period, and what approach was taken when safeguarding concerns were raised.”

She added that “it has now been many months since this review was commissioned” and warned the council was “dragging its
feet”, saying that accountability was “the only way to restore public confidence”.

Cllr Mark Nuti, cabinet member for health and wellbeing and public health, said: “The review is being conducted by an
independent person with experience in complex safeguarding issues. The conclusions are currently awaited, and we are
committed to sharing the learning from the review alongside any action plan as soon as possible.”

Cllr Oliver told members that while the review was being finalised, there needed to be “openness and transparency” about what
the council knew and how it acted.

However, he also indicated that some names might be redacted before the report is made public.

In a statement, Surrey County Council said it “recognises the very significant concern” raised by Ireland’s conviction and
confirmed the review began in March, immediately after his sentencing.

Pride in Surrey has also commissioned its own independent report.
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Emily Dalton LDRS
New Surrey County Council HQ, Woodhatch Place on Cockshot Hill, Reigate. Credit Surrey County Council

Surrey elections: Democracy delayed, democracy
denied?

Surrey’s politicians have clashed over rumours that Conservative council leaders have tried to stop local elections taking place
next year.

An article in The Times this week, by Max Kendix, claimed that ministers were “considering accepting private pleas from Tory
leaders of seven county councils” to delay local elections currently scheduled for May 2026 until 2027.

The report alleged that council leaders were “lobbying hard” to move the polls back to avoid potential gains by Reform UK and to
maintain stability during plans to reorganise local government.

But senior Conservatives in Surrey have strongly denied making any such request.

The story references that fact that the Conservative-held county councils of Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Surrey, East and West
Sussex, and Hampshire postponed elections until 2026 to prepare for the transition to new councils. But the article does not name
Surrey as part of the lobby group nor does it name any other county council.

Surrey County Council leader Tim Oliver said in a post on social media: “Any decision on whether to postpone elections is
ultimately up to the government, but we are absolutely not calling for a delay to Surrey’s elections in May next year.

“We expect the government to announce their decision on local government reorganisation at the end of October, and elections to
be in May 2026 as planned.”

Since the story was published in The Times, Mr Kendix clarified on X (formerly Twitter) that although some county councils may
have their local elections cancelled, Surrey is on a different devolution timeline so “would go ahead”.

Max Kendix X

However, Dr Al Pinkerton, Liberal Democrat MP for Surrey Heath, said he was “deeply concerned” by The Times’ report and had
written to the Secretary of State to seek clarification.

He wrote in a social media post: “If such lobbying succeeds, Conservative county councillors could remain in office for up to two
years longer than their current mandate allows — an unacceptable democratic deficit.”

Dr Pinkerton accused the Conservatives of “seeking to delay the inevitable verdict of the voters”, citing growing anger over “the
state of Special Educational Needs provision, adult social care, our schools, and the county’s deteriorating roads.”

The news comes as the Lib Dems won a clean sweep of council seats at six different by-elections across the county last week,
prompting claims the Tories are “running scared”.

A spokesperson for Surrey Conservatives accused the Liberal Democrats of “spreading baseless misinformation” in a Facebook
post, adding: “We have not sought to delay any elections, nor will we. Surrey will definitely have elections either to the new
unitaries or to the county council if we are not being abolished.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

Related reports

Elections Delayed as Surrey Faces Uncertain Future of Local Government Shake-Up
Surrey County Council election delay stirring up a storm

Surrey’s Conservative leader wants to postpone May’s poll reckoning

Political furies over Surrey election postponement
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LibDems continue to rise in Surrey

The blue wall has crumbled a bit further with the Liberal Democrats having completed a clean sweep in Surrey, winning all six by-
elections in a county once seen as the beating heart of Conservative Britain.

The party’s so-called ‘Super Thursday’ victories mark another major step in the slow unravelling of the traditional Tory stronghold
across the South East, as Reform failed to make the breakthroughs many had predicted.

Among the winners were Alan Ashbery in Camberley West, Catherine Houston in Guildford South East, and Tony Pearce in
Caterham Valley - each elected to Surrey County Council following by-elections. For Caterham Valley, Mr Pearce won 48% of the
vote which was enough to flip the seat decisively into Lib Dem hands.

The results mean the Lib Dems have absorbed three more county council seats, taking their total to 19 and cementing their
position as the main opposition to the ruling Conservatives. The results signal growing frustration with local Conservative
leadership amid complaints about potholes, debt, and children’s services, the traditional flashpoints in county politics.

Surrey Lib Dems group leader, Paul Follows said he was delighted with the results. He said in a press statement:

“These results also underline how Surrey’s political landscape continues to change. It is clear the Conservatives are in retreat and
since they cancelled the elections last May, they have not won a single by-election, whereas we have now picked up wins in all six.

“We are approaching a period of unprecedented change in the form of Local Government Reorganisation so I look forward to
welcoming the new members to our group so that we can all work together in preparing for the two or maybe three new unitary
authorities.”

While the Lib Dems’ surge is striking, the scale of their challenge remains. Conservatives still hold overall control of Surrey
County Council, and Reform’s vote share, while not translating into seats, hints at turbulence on the right.

The party also celebrated borough and district-level success in Staines, where Laura Barker was elected as councillor, as well as
Mark Johnston in Meadvale and St John's in addition to Mr Pearce again in Whyteleafe.

Leader of the Lib Dems Sir Ed Davey, buoyed by the results, said: “What remains of the Blue Wall is crumbling away. People
across Surrey and beyond have voted for true community champions who will put them first.”

The victories included Camberley, part of the Surrey Heath constituency once held by Michael Gove, and Caterham, in the East
Surrey seat of Claire Coutinho, now the Shadow Secretary for Energy Security and Net Zero.

Not only a story of Conservative decline, the Liberal Democrats also gained from the Greens in Spelthorne, suggesting the party’s
resurgence stretches beyond anti-Tory protest votes. Although the Lib Dems won decisively in many if the seats, Reform UK was
second place in four out of six seats.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Related reports:

Nork By-election Results

Elections Delayed as Surrey Faces Uncertain Future of Local Government Shake-Up

Surrey seats to watch in the election

Epsom Downs leftovers

Heaps of leftover racing dirt and old equipment have been abandoned on Epsom Downs, prompting criticism of the “weed-
infested eyesores”.

Epsom Civic Society has raised the alarm over soil heaps and discarded equipment left on the beauty spot. The group claims that
in some cases, the rubbish has been dumped on the Downs out of convenience rather than necessity.

The most recent example, at the junction of the path at the top Ebbisham Lane and the lower gallop track, was supposed to be
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removed a year ago after a new horse slipway was completed.
But it is still there, according to the society, and now adorned with discarded plastic rails.

“It’s difficult to say that these are just there because they're needed for operational reasons,” said Nick Lock, from the civic
society at a Epsom and Walton Downs Consultative Committee meeting at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council on October 13. He
said: “They're just there for convenience of not taking it somewhere else.”

Other spoil piles have been spotted at the 7th Furlong car park, behind the Derby Start of the main racecourse and near the
bottom of Six Mile Hill.

The materials vary from soil and chippings to old water containers and tractor equipment. All this contributed to a cluttered,
unsightly scene on what should be a natural scenic area, the civil society claims.

The Downs Conservators, who manage the site, say the area is a working environment for racehorse training, and some spoil
heaps are awaiting future projects.

Cllr Steven McCormick told the Epsom and Walton Downs committee meeting he will go around the site with the Jockey club and
identify the mounds to see what they are there for or not there for.

But Cllr McCormick added there is a “balance” between the council’s responsibility in protecting the Down’s natural beauty and
the function of the site as a working training ground. He added the council would also have to find a budget to move the spoils as
it will cost money and resources.

Some progress has been made, the committee acknowledged. A large pile from resurfacing the bottom nine-furlong gallop was
removed following Civil Society pressure, and most reported flytipped material has also been cleared.

But Mr Lock said more needs to be done. “It still does look quite a mess up there,” he told the committee. “It seems a bit of a
shame if you're sitting looking at the nice view from the grandstand and the grounds and the downs and you're sitting next to all
these piles of rubbish.”

Nigel Whybrow from the Training Grounds Management Board confirmed that current materials in the car park are earmarked
for planned projects, and redundant equipment will be removed over the winter with some hoped to end up in a museum.

For now, the Civic Society is urging the Conservators to adopt a clear policy: reusable spoils should be stored neatly in designated
areas, and all other material should be removed from the Downs promptly.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image: Dumping of material on the Downs. (Credit: Epsom Civil Society/ Epsom and Ewell Borough Council documents)

Surrey inequality report challenges ‘leafy county’ myth

The idea that Surrey is all leafy lanes, golf courses and big houses is a myth, according to a new report. Despite being a
prosperous area of the country, the county still has thousands of residents struggling with inequality, isolation and poverty.

The report, Understanding Inequality in Surrey, lays bare the scale of the challenge. It found that residents from Bangladeshi,
Pakistani, Black African, Roma and Gypsy/Traveller communities are far more likely to live in poverty, overcrowded housing and
poor health. Gypsy and Irish Traveller residents experience the worst health among working-age people, and Bangladeshi-origin
residents experience the worst health among over-65s.

The study also found that, while unemployment is rising more generally, racial minority groups are more than twice as likely to be
unemployed compared to White British residents. Even degree-holders from minority backgrounds are still less likely to get into
senior jobs or management positions than their white counterparts.

Cllr Mark Nuti, Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing, said: “We’re in a very changing world at the moment. There is a lot
going on politically in our society and people are feeling quite fragile in places. Especially when we’re looking at equality,
diversity and inclusion, there are people out there who are feeling very alone at the moment. We do have people that are living on
the poverty line, we do have from different races [and] different ethnicities that aren’t feeling part of these communities who are
feeling alone - as everywhere else in the country. The most urgent action we need to do as a council, and as individuals, is to
make sure that we identify where those people are and we have wraparound support for people to make sure they aren’t feeling
alone or feeling scared in their own home. And they do know the majority of us respect and love them, and want them to be part
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of our community and our county.”

The fresh report comes after a 2023 peer review which praised Surrey County Council for improving its culture but also found it
lacked a real understanding of how inequality shows up in local communities, prompting this study.

Cllr Robert Hughes added: “I think the image of Surrey being a county of golf courses, wealthy people and pretty villages are a
small part of what Surrey is in reality.”

The county boasts around 120 golf clubs - many of which are world class - alongside million-pound mansions, outstanding private
schools and leafy green countryside. Yet the report exposed how 20,000 children are growing up in poverty, disabled residents
are far less likely to find work, and young people with additional needs and disabilities are four times as likely to have
experienced mental ill health compared to the wider population. Women are also hit harder by the cost of living, with the gender
pay gap in Surrey reaching a staggering 21 per cent, well above the national average, according to the study.

Officers told a Resources and Performance Select Committee on October 2 that the study will help to alert council departments to
how these disadvantages are often linked to an exacerbated socio-economic disadvantage. The new Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion framework aims to bring councils, charities and communities together to make sure support actually reaches the people
who need it. It looks at everything from jobs and housing to health, education and digital access.

Local groups have already started using the data to apply for funding and shape projects - a sign, councillors say, that the work is
already making a difference. The data will be used to make services easier to access, tackle inequality in schools and workplaces,
and build stronger communities.

Council officers admit the financial squeeze is real, but argue investing now will save money long-term. The idea is that better
support means fewer people reaching crisis point and more residents able to thrive. The next stage is running focus groups with
young people, disabled residents and minority communities to make sure the priorities match lived experience.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Aerial view of one of Surrey’s less well of wards - Tattenham and Preston Hawe

Ewell East underpass transformed by new community
mural

A once grim and intimidating underpass in Ewell East has been given a striking new look thanks to a community mural designed
to tackle anti-social behaviour and instil pride in the area.

The tunnel, connecting Nescot College with Ewell East railway station, has long been identified as a hotspot for crime and
intimidation. Following reports from residents and students, the Epsom & Ewell Community Safety Partnership’s Joint Action
Group coordinated a project to reclaim the space.

Work began in September after Epsom & Ewell Borough Council successfully applied for funding from the Office of the Police and
Crime Commissioner’s Community Safety Fund. The mural was unveiled on 9 October by Surrey’s Police and Crime
Commissioner, Lisa Townsend.

The artwork was created by the street art organisation Positive Arts in collaboration with Level 1 and 2 Art & Design students
from Nescot. It draws inspiration from the college’s 70-year history, incorporating elements from old prospectus covers, the Spirit
of the Wind motif from a former college logo, a frieze from the original entrance, and images of local flora and fauna.

Lisa Townsend said: “It’s really important to me that residents in Surrey are safe in their communities, and that they feel safe too.
The footpath between Nescot and Ewell East Station was highlighted by residents as a location of concern, and I have discussed
this issue with partners including Surrey Police, college leaders and the British Transport Police.

“The beautiful mural aims to reclaim this public space, which is used by both students and residents. Improvements to lighting,
police patrols and additional private security will also bolster community safety and crime prevention in the area. There are seven
murals within Epsom and Ewell, each of which helps to foster pride in our communities.”

Councillor Shanice Goldman, Chair of the Crime and Disorder Committee, said: “This community mural is a fantastic example of
how multiple partners can work together for the betterment of the community. It is also a valuable step forward in combating
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anti-social behaviour by rejuvenating an unloved, run down part of the borough and instilling a sense of pride and ownership of
the area in the students.”

Sarah Jane Morgan, Art & Design Lecturer at Nescot, said: “It’s been an incredible learning opportunity for our talented students
to work alongside renowned artists from Positive Arts to create and bring to life a professional street art mural. They have
enjoyed painting a design that celebrates Nescot’s history and curriculum areas, and we are grateful to the council for
commissioning our students to work on this transformative project.”

Positive Arts’ director Julian Phethean added: “All of the students participated with passion and pride, eagerly embracing new
spray painting techniques and applying them effectively while working collaboratively. They demonstrated a high level of
creativity, motivation and focus throughout.”

The Epsom & Ewell Community Safety Partnership includes representatives from Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, Surrey Police,
Surrey County Council, the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, Nescot, National Rail and other community partners.
The council’s recent programme of murals across the borough has already shown success in reducing graffiti and improving the
look and feel of public spaces.

Emily Dalton LDRS

Surrey Police And Crime Commissioner Reveal mural near Ewell East train station. (Credit: Emily Dalton/ LDRS)

Not MPs’ expenses again!?

Some Surrey MPs have racked up thousands of pounds in hotel stays or London rent, despite their constituencies being within
commuting distance of Westminster.

The rules allow MPs who live outside London to rent a property or book hotels if late-night votes or early starts make the journey
“unreasonable”. Hotel bills are capped at £230 a night in London. But many Surrey residents might see the distances involved as
a “normal” daily commute.

According to the Independent Parliamentary Standards Authority (IPSA), Zoe Franklin (Liberal Democrat), MP for Guildford,
has claimed £3,919.42 for 18 nights in London hotels between September 2024 and April 2025 - roughly two stays a month. Dr Al
Pinkerton (Liberal Democrat), MP for Surrey Heath, has claimed £4,543 for 22 hotel stays in the same period, including a four-
night stint last October costing £780 and five separate nights this April. Will Forster (Liberal Democrat), MP for Woking, spent
£367.84 on a two-night stay in February after returning from a parliamentary trip to Ukraine.

Meanwhile, some of their Conservative colleagues have other arrangements. Greg Stafford (Conservative), MP for Farnham
and Bordon, has reportedly spent £9,592.52 on accommodation over five months, including nearly £8,000 to rent a London
property between November 2024 and March 2025, excluding council tax and utility bills. Travelling from Mr Stafford’s
constituency office in Farnham and Bordon takes on average 1 hour 25 minutes by car or 1 hour 50 minutes by train. Mr Stafford
has been approached for comment.

Under IPSA rules, MPs can claim expenses for renting or staying in London when parliamentary business requires it. Up to
£31,800 a year is available for MPs’ accommodation budgets in such cases.

Other Surrey MPs take a different approach. Jeremy Hunt (Conservative), MP for Godalming and Ash, owns a London property,
while Claire Coutinho (Conservative), MP for East Surrey (Tandridge area), has her own London flat. Neither claims rent or
hotel expenses.

A spokesperson for Zoe Franklin said: “Zoe has stayed in overnight accommodation in London after late night sittings in
Parliament. This is in line with IPSA guidance. Zoe will continue to focus on working hard and delivering for the people of
Guildford constituency.”

A spokesperson for Will Forster said: “Will stayed in a London hotel for two nights in February 2025 following his return from
Ukraine as part of a parliamentary delegation to mark the third anniversary of the Russian invasion. Debate in the Commons on
the following day extended late into the evening.”

A spokesperson for Dr Al Pinkerton said: “As Surrey Heath is classed as an out-of-London constituency, Dr Pinkerton is entitled
under IPSA rules to claim accommodation costs in London when parliamentary duties require it. Rather than renting a permanent
flat, he has chosen to use hotel accommodation on an occasional basis - for example, when late-night votes or early morning
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meetings make commuting impractical. This approach provides flexibility and ensures costs remain within IPSA’s set limits. It
also enables Dr Pinkerton to maximise his effectiveness as Surrey Heath’s representative by being present and fully engaged in
parliamentary business while avoiding unnecessary expenditure.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

From top left going clockwise:
1. Zoe Franklin (Liberal Democrat, Guildford)
2. Dr Al Pinkerton (Liberal Democrat, Surrey Heath)
3. Greg Stafford (Conservative, Farnham and Bordon)

4. Will Forster (Liberal Democrat, Woking)

Photos from UK Parliament
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