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The young of Epsom and Ewell can be legends
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is proud to announce its new local initiative – Epsom & Ewell Young Legends – an exciting
programme of sports and creative activities taking place from 11 October to 24 November 2025. Designed for children aged 9 to
11, this free programme is open to children who live within the borough. Places can be booked on the council’s website and
spaces are limited.

The Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme aims to help children boost their confidence, develop new skills, make friends,
and ease the transition for those preparing for secondary school.

A diverse range of activities such as Arts & Crafts – with dedicated sessions for children with special needs, Basketball, Girls
Rugby,  Judo,  Musical  Theatre  (song  and  dance),  Rap  Therapy,  and  Yoga  & Meditation.  Delivered  by  trusted  and  skilled
professionals in a safe and supportive environment, the programme encourages children to try new things and have fun.

The Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme forms part of the council’s Health and Wellbeing Strategy and follows on from the
Specsavers Surrey Youth Games.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Committee, commented:

“We’re proud to launch our first-ever Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme – a key step in delivering our Health and
Wellbeing Strategy. By offering free access to sports and creative activities for 9 to 11-year-olds, we aim to inspire, build
confidence and support them as they take their next steps – including the transition to secondary school.

“Bringing the Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme in-house has allowed us to tailor it to the needs of local children and
align it with our Health and Wellbeing Strategy. We’ve made a conscious effort to reach those facing barriers to participation,
including children supported through the government-funded Holiday Activities and Food programme.

“A huge thanks to the coaches and practitioners from Body & Brain Epsom, Cagers Basketball Club, Creative Minds, Laines
Theatre Arts, Rap Therapy, Sutton and Epsom Rugby Club and Westcroft Judo Nork, for their support in delivering the Epsom &
Ewell Young Legends.

“Whether a child is sporty, creative, or simply curious, Young Legends is about helping children to feel confident in trying new
activities, and we warmly invite parents to encourage their children to take advantage of this exciting opportunity.”

Programme timetable & sign-up information

Up to two activities can be selected per child and places will be allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. More information
including the timetable and sign-up information can be found here – Epsom & Ewell Young Legends | Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council. Forms can also be completed at Epsom Town Hall during opening hours.

For any questions, email the council’s Community Development team: cdevelopment@epsom-ewell.gov.uk

About Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme 2025

More information is here – More information about the Epsom & Ewell Young Legends programme: Epsom & Ewell Young
Legends | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

Activity Session Date & Time Venue

Arts & Crafts 10:30am – 12:00pmSaturdays, 11 & 18 Oct, 1 & 8 Nov Epsom Library

Arts & Crafts (for children with
SEN)

2:00pm – 3:30pmSaturdays, 11 + 18 Oct, 1 + 8 Nov Epsom Library

Basketball 9:00am – 10:00amEvery Sunday, from 12 Oct to 16 Nov Epsom & Ewell High School

Girls Rugby 6:30pm – 7:30pmEvery Wednesday, from 15 Oct to 19 Nov Sutton & Epsom Rugby Club

Judo 6:00pm – 7:00pmEvery Tuesday, from 14 Oct to 18 Nov Rainbow Leisure Centre

Musical Theatre(Song & Dance) 4:30pm-6:00pmEvery Monday, from 3 to 24 November Laine Theatre Arts

Rap Therapy 4:00pm – 5:00pmEvery Thursday, from 16 Oct to 6 Nov Epsom Library

Yoga & Meditation 3:30pm – 4:30pmEvery Friday, from 17 Oct to 21 Nov Body & Brain Epsom

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-young-of-epsom-and-ewell-can-be-legends
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/younglegends
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/younglegends
mailto:cdevelopment@epsom-ewell.gov.uk
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/communities-health-and-wellbeing/epsom-ewell-young-legends
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/communities-health-and-wellbeing/epsom-ewell-young-legends
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About the EEBC Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2025-2028

The strategy is designed to support all residents, with particular attention given to children and young people, older adults,
individuals whose health is affected by broader social  and economic factors and those whose personal circumstances may
disproportionately increase their vulnerability to poor health and wellbeing. The strategy also includes specific references to
those  who  are  disproportionately  impacted  by  isolation,  disability,  digital  exclusion  and  people  with  long-term  health
conditions. (Public Pack) Agenda Document for Community and Wellbeing Committee, 08/07/2025 19:30

About Body & Brain, Epsom

Body & Brain Epsom Centre  offers classes in deep physical, emotional and spiritual healing through meditative movement, deep
stretching and shaking exercises. The practice originates from Korea where it has a rich 5,000 year old history of holistic healing
and mind-body practices. Devoted to helping individuals better manage and utilize their brains, this beautiful discipline is suitable
for people of all  ages and levels,  and it  is the perfect way to increase your physical activity and gain a greater sense of
peace. Body & Brain | EPSOM | Class Schedule

About Cagers Basketball Club

Cagers Basketball Club is committed to fostering a love for the game and providing competitive basketball for players of all ages
and abilities. Their core values include hard work, respect, discipline, and enjoyment. Through teaching correct fundamentals and
improving basketball knowledge and skills, we prepare players for the next level, emphasising individual success within a team-
oriented framework. Epsom and Ewell Families » Cagers Basketball Club

About Creative Minds

Founded in November 2012, Creative Minds has been delivering accessible and empowering art sessions for over a decade,
earning a reputation as a highly trusted and respected service provider across the UK. Their Creative Minds (CM) Artists bring
creativity, expression, and human connection to every session they deliver. We work with a wide variety of venues, including care
homes, schools, learning disability services, day centres, and many more, ensuring art is accessible to people of all ages and
abilities. About Us – Creative Minds – Accessible Art Sessions For Everyone!

About Laines Theatre Arts

Since its inception in 1962, Laine Theatre Arts has been dedicated to the fostering of creative talent. Among their alumni are
some of the most highly regarded performers, teachers, choreographers, and director-choreographers in the world. The College’s
outstanding reputation in the performing arts has been built on its unique identity as a training provider, exceptional employment
records, and the company values instilled in its students which are noted, time and again by employers. Those familiar with Laine
Theatre Arts agree unanimously that it is a unique environment. Who we are – Laine Theatre Arts 

About Rap Therapy

Their focus is to complement the UK education sector by improving the mental health and creativity of students using rap. They
equip students with transferable skills that provide benefits inside and outside of the classroom through unique rap based
activities, mentorship and practical applications. Rap Therapy

About Sutton and Epsom Rugby Club

Founded in 1881, Sutton & Epsom is one of the oldest active Rugby Clubs in England with a proud and magnificent history. We
first played against Saracens as far back as 1883/84, as one of their very early opponents, and in 1901 beat Stade Francais on
their home turf.

Today the Club is one of the largest amateur Rugby Clubs in the Country and from its main ground in Rugby Lane, Cheam,
remains run by enthusiasts for enthusiasts. They have over 30 teams with 1,200 current and former playing members, plus 1,800
social members. suttonrugby.co.uk

About Westcroft Judo Nork

Their martial arts store offers an extensive selection of high-quality gear and apparel for practitioners of all levels. With products
sourced from reputable brands, they ensure that both beginners and seasoned martial artists find the equipment they need to
excel in their training. Westcroft Judo Nork

https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/documents/g1801/Public%20reports%20pack%2008th-Jul-2025%2019.30%20Community%20and%20Wellbeing%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://www.bodynbrain.co.uk/epsom
https://epsomandewellfamilies.co.uk/team/cagers-basketball-club/
https://creativeminds.art/about-us/
https://www.laine-theatre-arts.co.uk/about/
https://www.raptherapy.co.uk/
https://www.suttonrugby.co.uk/
https://www.westcroftjudo-nork.co.uk/
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Two new Epsom and Ewell virtual day trips unveiled
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has launched two new inclusive tours, part of their Virtual Day Trips series, in partnership with
Whistlestop Tours. These tours explore Epsom and Ewell, shining a spotlight on the history and cultural heritage of the borough.

The Virtual Day Trips can be watched online for free – from the comfort of home, a school classroom, or in shared community
spaces. They include film and audio, with immersive resource packs and memory boxes also available to bring the tours to life.

The Epsom and Ewell Virtual Day Trips were funded by the Arts, Culture and Heritage UKSPF 2024/25 allocation. They sit
alongside the Nonsuch Formal Gardens tour produced in 2024.

This project is part of the council’s strategy to widen access to local history, allowing people to engage in a way that is
comfortable to them.

The tours last around 30 minutes. Highlights include:

Architectural elements from Nonsuch Palace near the Assembly Rooms in Epsom town centre

Meeting residents and hearing about their passions, from throwing pottery to playing the bandura, the national
instrument of Ukraine

A rare peek inside the Watch House on Ewell High Street

Ghost stories from local residents

A behind-the-scenes tour with the Epsom Beekeepers Association

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, said:

“I have lived in the borough of Epsom & Ewell for many years, and I found these tours completely fascinating. I thoroughly
recommend them, whether you are new to the borough, a long-time resident like me, or someone who is interested in the local
area – they can be enjoyed by everyone.

These two new inclusive Virtual Day Trips show our commitment to increasing access to our borough’s rich history and cultural
heritage. They will help people really get to know our fantastic local area.”

Virtual Day Trips
Explore here:
Epsom
Ewell

The first Virtual Day Trip produced was Nonsuch Park.

Digital tours are also available on Bloomberg Connects:

Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve

Nonsuch Park

The Virtual Day Trips have been developed by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council in partnership with Whistlestop Arts, Bourne Hall
Museum, Ewell Library, Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, Epsom Beekeepers Association, Parkinson’s Choir, Walk & Talk 4 Men
– Surrey, Epsom Pots, and local residents.

About Whistlestop Arts
Whistlestop Arts is run by two creatives:

Annalees Lim  –  a  freelance artist  with extensive community  arts  experience,  particularly  in  disability  arts  and
accessible projects. She is also an illustrator and children’s activity book author.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/two-new-epsom-and-ewell-virtual-day-trips-unveiled
https://www.whistlestoparts.org/epsom
https://www.whistlestoparts.org/ewell
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Luna Russell – a maker and arts facilitator passionate about the positive impact of the arts. She has managed projects
for Chichester Festival Theatre, Chichester Cathedral, Surrey Arts and Horsham District Council, as well as leading
community arts programmes.

Whistlestop Arts Virtual Day Trips
Virtual Day Trips are presented by Annalees and Luna, who meet local people and share their stories. Each trip includes films,
podcasts and craft activities.

Full-length films are designed for use in group settings such as care homes and day centres, with built-in pause points for
activities. Resource packs are available to enhance the experience.

For more information, visit: Whistlestop Arts – Virtual Day Trips

Luna Russell and Annalees Lim beside Emily Davison statue in Epsom. Credit Whistlestop Arts

Epsom Common 19th Green Flag Award
Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve’s enduring excellence recognised with 19th consecutive Green Flag Award

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is celebrating receiving the prestigious Green Flag Award for Epsom Common Local Nature
Reserve, the international quality mark for parks and green spaces, for a 19th consecutive year.

Councillor Liz Frost, (RA Woodcote and Langley Vale) Chair of the Environment Committee said: “We are incredibly proud that
Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve has received its 19th consecutive Green Flag Award! This is an outstanding achievement
and a true testament to the dedication and hard work of our Countryside team, volunteers, and partners as they create and
maintain habitats that help biodiversity to flourish.

“Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve is a Site of Special Scientific Interest and as such it is important that we continue to
protect and nurture its distinct habitats and wildlife for future generations to enjoy. A huge thanks to our Countryside team,
volunteers and partners for helping us make a difference to our green spaces, including the Epsom Common Association, the
Lower Mole Partnership and Natural England.”

Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve dates back to Saxon times and is a nationally and internationally important wildlife site. It
is designated a ‘Site of Specific Scientific Interest’ due to its rare insects and its importance of breeding bird habitat. This local
nature reserve contains oak woods, open pasture woodland and wetland habitats, including large ponds, and hosts species
including cotton spotted orchids and purple emperor butterflies.

To find out  more about the walks and tours taking place,  managed by the Countryside team at  the council,  take a look
here: What’s on | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council.

Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve is one of 2,250 parks and green spaces in the UK to achieve the award.

Green Flag Award Scheme Manager, Paul Todd MBE, said: “Congratulations to everyone involved in Epsom Common Local
Nature Reserve who have worked tirelessly to ensure that it achieves the high standards required for the Green Flag Award.

“Quality parks and green spaces like Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve make the country a heathier place to live and work in,
and a stronger place in which to invest. Crucially, Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve is a vital green space for communities in
the borough of Epsom and Ewell to enjoy nature, and during the ongoing cost of living crisis it is a free and safe space for families
to socialise. It also provides important opportunities for local people and visitors to reap the physical and mental health benefits
of green space.”

The Green Flag Award scheme, managed by environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy under licence from the Ministry of Housing,
Communities  & Local  Government,  recognises and rewards well-managed parks and green spaces,  setting the benchmark
standard for the management of green spaces across the United Kingdom and around the world.

More information about Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve – Epsom Common Local Nature Reserve | Epsom and
Ewell Borough Council

The Green Flag Award Scheme  (http://greenflagaward.org/) is run by the environmental charity Keep Britain Tidy, under
licence from the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, in partnership with Keep Scotland Beautiful, Keep Wales

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-common-19th-green-flag-award
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/visitors/whats-on/all
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/venues-sport-and-leisure-facilities/parks/local-nature-reserves/epsom-common-local-nature
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/venues-sport-and-leisure-facilities/parks/local-nature-reserves/epsom-common-local-nature
http://greenflagaward.org/
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Tidy and Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful.

Any green space that is freely accessible to the public is eligible to enter for a Green Flag Award.  Awards are given on an annual
basis, and winners must apply each year to renew their Green Flag Award status.  A Green Flag Community Award recognises
quality sites managed by voluntary and community groups. Green Heritage Site Accreditation is judged on the treatment of the
site’s historic features and the standard of conservation. 

New Epsom and Ewell Parish? Cherish or perish the
thought?
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council consults residents on new parish councils

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is asking residents and stakeholders for their view on whether to create parish areas, along with
a parish council or councils, in Epsom & Ewell. The Community Governance Review (CGR) consultation opens on 17 July and will
run for 12 weeks, closing at 11.59pm on 9 October.

Epsom & Ewell is currently an unparished borough which means there is no lower tier of local government below that of the
borough council. As part of local government reorganisation in Surrey, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and the other district and
borough councils and county council will be dissolved in April 2027. Two or three unitary councils will then be responsible for
local government in the county, with each unitary council representing between around 330,000 to more than 650,000 residents,
depending on whether the Government opts for a two or three unitary model.

Epsom Rotary and Epsom and Ewell Times hold a public question time with Councillors on local government organisation on
Wednesday 23rd July at 7pm at St Josephs Catholic Church St Margaret Dr, Epsom KT18 7JQ. It is free to attend and open to all
residents and businesses. Full details HERE

Councillor John Beckett, Chair of Standards and Constitution Committee, said:

“We feel it is vital that residents, businesses, and local communities within Epsom & Ewell are given the opportunity to explore
the creation of parish councils. This will give them a greater local voice and enable them to stay closer to the decision-making
process within local government in the future.

“A parish council could take on responsibility for parks, playgrounds, community centres and cultural events in the borough,
keeping decisions locally on how these are delivered as well as having the ability to drive economic growth by attracting funding
and grants that would boost the local economy.

“Another key factor which is close to the hearts of residents is planning. A parish council would be a statutory consultee on
planning matters, and as such would be able to reflect the concerns and aspirations of residents during any planning application
process.”

The CGR consultation asks residents:

whether to create new parish areas and a parish council or councils

what the geography should be, and

how many councillors should be elected.

Residents will also be asked, if parish councils are formed, whether they should be divided into wards, and if they should be called
parish, community, neighbourhood or a village council(s).

The consultation can be completed online on the consultation website: Community Governance Review – Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council Consultations or by completing a paper consultation questionnaire. Paper consultations can be found in Epsom
Town Hall, in Bourne Hall, in local libraries across the borough and in the Community & Wellbeing Centre, Longmead (during
normal opening hours).

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-epsom-and-ewell-parishes-cherishes-or-perishes
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-epsom-and-ewell-parishes-cherishes-or-perishes
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/public-meeting-to-debate-epsom-and-ewells-government-future
https://eebc.inconsult.uk/connect.ti/CGR
https://eebc.inconsult.uk/connect.ti/CGR
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This summer, the council will also hold a series of events across the borough where residents will be able to ask Councillors
questions about local government reorganisation and the community governance review, including this consultation, the process
and timeline.

Councillor John Beckett continued:

“I urge every resident of voting age within the borough to have their say on the future of your local democracy and representation
in  your  local  government  for  Epsom & Ewell.  Tell  us  what  you think  by  completing the  Community  Governance Review
consultation questionnaire online or on paper and posting it back to us.” 

As part of the Community Governance Review a second consultation would take place in early 2026. A timeline and frequently
asked questions about CGR can be found on the council’s website: www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR 

Find out more about Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Community Governance Review: Community Governance Review | Epsom
and Ewell Borough Council

Find out about local government reorganisation here: Surrey Local Government Reorganisation Hub – Surrey LGR Hub

Related reports:

Will the doomed Epsom and Ewell Borough Council rise from the ashes in other forms?

Two unitaries will save money says Surrey leader

Epsom and Ewell Considers New Community Councils as Local Government Shake-Up Looms

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council out – Community Council’s in?

and many more – search “local government reorganisation”.

Epsom and Ewell Summer Festival at Bourne Hall
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is pleased to announce that Bourne Hall will host a Summer Festival on Saturday, 14 June 2025
from 11am until 6pm.

The free event promises fun for all the family, with live music, children’s entertainment, food and craft stalls and games. 

Throughout the day, the main stage will host a variety of live music performances, featuring talented local artists and bands.
Enjoy a diverse range of musical genres that will keep you entertained and dancing all day long with a DJ host.

Browse the market to discover a range of unique treasures from local craft and artisan sellers, as well as delicious food and drink.
The Flying Saucer Café will also be open from 9am until 6pm, offering a range of tasty treats and refreshments.

In addition to this, local community sports group, NEAT, will be hosting a variety of children’s games and activities. Their fun and
interactive setups are sure to be a hit with kids of all ages!

Anyone bringing children to the event might be interested in the Ultimate Fun Party –a pre-bookable event from 11am until
12.30pm. Children will be amazed by the tricks of a talented entertainer, while the large disco will have everyone moving and
grooving plus there’ll be crazy bubbles and foam! The Ultimate Fun Party is aimed at children aged 5 to 11 and costs £10. It can
be booked on the Bourne Hall website.

Cllr Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the council’s Community and Wellbeing Committee, said,

“Bourne Hall provides such a valuable community space, and I’m pleased to see their festival return for another year.

“This year there is a huge focus on opportunities for children to play and have fun, and for families to spend quality time together.
The Ultimate Fun Party, along with games by NEAT, live music and a variety of food vendors are sure to be a hit – I can’t wait to
see all of this in action!”

The Bourne Hall festival is annual event with a different theme each year. Previous iterations have included Sustainability, The
Herald of Spring and New Beginnings. This year’s festival will run from 11am to 6pm.

http://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/CGR
https://www.surreylgrhub.org/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/will-the-doomed-epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-rise-from-the-ashes-in-other-forms
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/two-unitaries-will-save-money-says-surrey-leader
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-considers-new-community-councils-as-local-government-shake-up-looms
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-out-community-councils-in
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-summer-festival-at-bourne-hall
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Bourne Hall’s address is Spring Street, Ewell, Surrey, KT17 1UF.

www.bournehall.org

Live Music: 13:00 – 18:00
Enjoy a diverse range of musical genres that will keep you entertained and dancing all day long with a DJ host.

Ultimate Fun Party: 11:00 – 12:30

A fun party aimed at children aged 5 – 11 years.

Tickets cost £10 each and include admission for one child and one adult.

Adult supervision is not required throughout the party; however, adults must stay on the premises for the duration of the event.
Book via Bourne’s Hall website: www.bournehall.org

Children’s Games and Activities: 12:00 – 18:00
Local community sports group, NEAT, will be hosting a variety of children’s games and activities. Their fun and interactive setups
are sure to be a hit with kids of all ages.

The seeds of NEAT (New Era Academy Training) were planted when Ben and Grant met as youth coaches at Chelsea FC. Both
shared a love for football and a dream of passing on their skills to the next generation. You can learn more about NEAT
here: https://weareneat.co.uk/

Market Stalls: 12:00 – 18:00
Explore a vibrant array of market stalls showcasing local crafts, products, and more. It’s the perfect opportunity to support local
businesses and find unique treasures.

Food Stalls:  The Flying Saucer Café 09:00 – 18:00, Food stalls 12:00 – 18:00
A selection of food stalls will be available, offering a range of tasty treats and refreshments.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council out – Community
Council’s in?
Earlier this month, at a meeting of the full Council, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC) agreed new strategic priorities for
2025-2027, with the number one priority being to explore future local governance in Epsom & Ewell. This week, Councillors will
attend a briefing on Community Governance Review (CGR) and will, with the Mayor’s agreement, schedule an extraordinary full
Council meeting on Thursday 26 June 2025. At the extraordinary Council meeting, Councillors would agree whether to commence
with a CGR in Epsom & Ewell, that could eventually lead to the creation of new community councils.

Community councils provide a vital link between residents and larger unitary authorities, which will be critical as a result of
imminent local government reorganisation in Surrey. They aim to enhance local representation by providing a direct route for the
essential voices of residents and local communities, ensuring that residents are aware of local issues, and are involved in decision-
making they are affected by.

Councillor Hannah Dalton, Leader of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said “We are navigating the biggest change in local
democracy for more than 50 years. As a priority we are working to ensure that, whatever the outcome of local government
reorganisation, the voices of our residents and local communities continue to be heard in years to come – this is a vital element of
local democracy. We will keep residents informed and updated throughout this process.”

In the coming days, Councillors will be briefed on the CGR process and possible geographies for establishing community councils
in Epsom & Ewell:

Should full Council decide to commence with the CGR, the process will include a public consultation which would take place
summer 2025, with any final proposal being consulted on in early 2026.

EEBC council  meetings, including extraordinary full  Council meetings, are open to the public to observe and are also live
streamed: details on how to watch meetings can be found on the council’s website: Epsom and Ewell Democracy

In light of the plans for local government reorganisation, which will see the formation of new unitary councils and the dissolution
of all current district, borough and county councils in Surrey; EEBC approved an amendment to the Council’s Four-Year Plan

http://www.bournehall.org/
http://www.bournehall.org/
https://weareneat.co.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-out-community-councils-in
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-borough-council-out-community-councils-in
https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=146
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earlier this month, replacing it with strategic priorities for 2025-2027. Prior to the 9 May final submission deadline, Epsom &
Ewell with nine of the eleven Surrey district and borough councils submitted a proposal to government to create three unitary
councils in north, east and west Surrey. The county council and two other district and borough councils favour a two unitary
model. Council leaders ruled out the creation of one unitary council for Surrey in February this year.

Epsom’s nature reserve goes digital
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has launched a new digital tour that showcases local beauty spot, Horton Country Park Local
Nature Reserve. The tour is available to download now via Bloomberg Connects. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council created the
tour to help both first-time and returning visitors explore the history of Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve.

This is the second tour to be launched on Bloomberg Connects by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council; in September 2023, Nonsuch
Park went live on the app, allowing users to peruse the formal gardens at their leisure.

Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve covers 200 acres and is situated in the northern half of the borough of Epsom and
Ewell. There are 14 stops along the tour, which include Pond Wood with a mention of the bomb crater which was left from an air
raid in 1941; volunteering at Horton Country Park; as well as the community orchard where residents can pick apples in the
summer season. It also highlights the Horton Light Railway, which once ran through the area, serving the largest hospital cluster
of its kind in Europe at the time. The entire walking tour takes approximately 2.5 to 3.5 hours, but can be enjoyed at any pace,
returning to the start at any of the designated turning points.

The new digital tour of Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve is packed full of information, interesting facts, photos, history
and more. It is the perfect accompaniment to enhance the experience of those visiting Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve
and makes information accessible to people anytime, anywhere.

The tour is an important part of the council’s Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy. One of the aims of the strategy is to increase
access to culture and heritage in Epsom & Ewell, allowing people to engage with our colourful and varied cultural past in new
and engaging ways.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Community and Wellbeing Committee, said,

“I am delighted to support the launch of our latest free-to-enjoy digital tour about the Horton Light Railway at Horton Country
Park Local Nature Reserve. Showcasing the richness of our borough’s heritage, the tour is a great way to spend time outdoors,
learning about the importance of the railway and its vital contribution to the borough’s hospital cluster.”

The Bloomberg Connects app is available for download from Google Play or the App Store.

You can also view the tour of Horton Country Park Local Nature Reserve here:

https://links.bloombergconnects.org/6Ggw/175fz8wz

No release from LGR releases
Surrey district and borough councils submit proposal to government outlining vision for future governance in the
county

Today, district and borough councils in Surrey have submitted proposals to government outlining their vision for the future of
local government in Surrey.

Nine district  and borough councils  support the formation of  three unitary councils  (Epsom & Ewell,  Guildford,  Reigate &
Banstead, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Tandridge, Waverley and Woking) while two district and borough councils
(Elmbridge and Mole Valley) and the county council favour two. Both proposals are published on council websites.

The proposal submitted by district and borough councils supporting three unitary councils is underpinned by the following
priorities:

supporting economic growth

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-nature-reserve-goes-digital
https://links.bloombergconnects.org/6Ggw/175fz8wz
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/no-release-from-lgr-releases
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housing and infrastructure delivery

unlocking devolution

valuing and advocating for Surrey’s unique local identities and places

providing strong democratic accountability, representation and community empowerment

securing financial efficiency, resilience and the ability to withstand financial shocks

delivering high-quality, innovative and sustainable public services that are responsive to local need and that enable
wider public sector reform. 

Speaking about the proposal for three unitaries, Councillor Hannah Dalton, Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group and Leader of
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said: “Today, district and borough councils have submitted a proposal for local government
reorganisation in Surrey, a proposal rooted in what local government is all about: local identity, representation and economic
alignment.

This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape Surrey’s future, to improve outcomes and opportunities for our residents,
businesses and people across the county who rely on us most. We look forward to the government’s response to our proposal.

The government set out proposals for local government reform in the English Devolution White Paper. This outlines their plans to
move away from the current two-tier system of district and county councils.

Residents can keep up-to-date with plans for local government reorganisation on the Surrey Local Government Hub.

Proposals can be read here: Epsom and Ewell Democracy and on all Surrey council websites.

Surrey district and borough councils submit proposal
to government
Epsom and Ewell Times is bringing you all positions being taken on local government reorganisation. We believe in providing you
as much information as possible, even if statements are repeated across the stream of reports and press releases.

Today, district and borough councils in Surrey have submitted proposals to government outlining their vision for the future of
local government in Surrey.

Nine district  and borough councils  support the formation of  three unitary councils  (Epsom & Ewell,  Guildford,  Reigate &
Banstead, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Tandridge, Waverley and Woking) while two district and borough councils
(Elmbridge and Mole Valley) and the county council favour two. Both proposals are published on council websites.

The proposal submitted by district and borough councils supporting three unitary councils is underpinned by the following
priorities:

supporting economic growth

housing and infrastructure delivery

unlocking devolution

valuing and advocating for Surrey’s unique local identities and places

providing strong democratic accountability, representation and community empowerment

securing financial efficiency, resilience and the ability to withstand financial shocks

delivering high-quality, innovative and sustainable public services that are responsive to local need and that enable
wider public sector reform.

Speaking about the proposal for three unitaries, Councillor Hannah Dalton, Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group and Leader of

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/english-devolution-white-paper-power-and-partnership-foundations-for-growth/english-devolution-white-paper
http://webdefence.global.blackspider.com/urlwrap/?q=AXicBcHLDcIwEAXARxOUsVZi8REnBFw4cKOBJDZOxIaN1nas9EJhSPRADcyszuh-wPoDKC-VbSjqTGMzcCevpMLUyYiNvZ1298vVVvttXWPyToWKSuv5GPLA7iHqKMhM-Yk-pSkejCmlUMyqfuGgfW5JNBgA7y_wBw4BJ7A&Z
https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=146&MId=1627
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-district-and-borough-councils-submit-proposal-to-government
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-district-and-borough-councils-submit-proposal-to-government
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Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said: “Today, district and borough councils have submitted a proposal for local government
reorganisation in Surrey, a proposal rooted in what local government is all about: local identity, representation and economic
alignment.

This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape Surrey’s future, to improve outcomes and opportunities for our residents,
businesses and people across the county who rely us most. We look forward to the government’s response to our proposal.”

Measures in place to combat anti-social behaviour in
the borough ahead of the Epsom Derby
Councillors have agreed to adopt a Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) to tackle anti-social behaviour in the borough ahead of
this years’ Epsom Derby.

This order, which was brought to Tuesday night’s full Council meeting, extends the powers of a previous, alcohol-related PSPO to
the whole borough and includes the following new prohibitions:

Harassing or intimidating residents, businesses or members of the public.

Threatening any person with violence and/or being verbally abusive towards any person.

Wearing a piece of clothing with the intent to obscure or hide their identity for the purposes of committing crime
and/or anti-social behaviour.

Acting, or inciting others to act, in an anti-social manner, which is likely to cause harassment, alarm or distress to any
person.

Joining or remaining in a group of two or more people which is acting in a manner that is likely to cause harassment,
alarm or distress to any person.

Consumption of alcohol following a verbal warning by an authorised person to stop. An authorised person includes a
Police Constable, Police Community Support Officer, a Council Officer, or any other person authorised by the Council.

It was also confirmed that the amount payable for fixed-term penalty notice for this and for any future PSPOs is £100, discounted
to £80 if paid within 10 days.

Councillor Shanice Goldman, Chair of the Crime and Disorder Committee, said:

“We know the safety of the Borough is important to residents so I am pleased that the new Public Sector Protection Order has
been formally adopted by the council. The PSPO is a new tool specifically for the Epsom & Ewell area which will allow police and
appropriate council staff to address antisocial behaviour effectively, without immediately resorting to arrests.

“With the Epsom Derby coming up in June, I hope this order will ensure a more enjoyable experience for everyone on the day, as
well as a safer environment in the borough going forward.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/measures-in-place-to-combat-anti-social-behaviour-in-the-borough-ahead-of-the-epsom-derby
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/measures-in-place-to-combat-anti-social-behaviour-in-the-borough-ahead-of-the-epsom-derby

