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15th October 2026
15 October 2026
Council News

“What’s in a logo?” That which we call East Surrey

13 October 2026

The new East Surrey council’s logo has been unveiled to the public in the latest big step towards the authority’s creation
next spring. With just under six months to go … Read More

Council Council constitution

Surrey Council leader urges an elected Mayoral office for the
County

13 October 2026

The outgoing leader of Surrey County Council has warned Surrey risks being “left behind” if the county does not adopt an
elected mayor in the near future. Councillor Tim Oliver … Read More

Council News

Limits on AI use? County Council confronts the challenge

13 October 2026

Surrey councillors and officers could soon be barred from using online AI tools such as Gemini and ChatGPT under new
rules around the burgeoning tech’s use. A Surrey County Council … Read More

Council Transport

Surrey shows true grit

13 October 2026

Surrey’s gritter drivers are now available 24/7 to help keep residents moving during the colder months. 38 state-of-the-art
gritting vehicles typically travel over 1,775 miles of the county’s busiest routes … Read More

Rugby Sports
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Cards and casualties consign Sutton & Epsom to defeat

12 October 2026

Medway 24 Sutton & Epsom 7 Saturday 10th October Sutton & Epsom have only had three league visits to Priestfields.
The first encounter in 2016 saw an Andy Matthews hat-trick … Read More

Council Housing

Homelessness pressures remain a costly challenge for Epsom
and Ewell

12 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is expecting its spending on temporary accommodation to significantly exceed its
2026/27 budget as councillors heard that homelessness remains one of the authority’s biggest financial … Read More

Football Sports

Epsom and Ewell FC finally chalk up a win

11 October 2026

Epsom & Ewell 3–1 Yateley United. Combined Counties Premier League South. Saturday 10th October – Chalky Lane,
Chessington. Attendance: 81 Epsom & Ewell secured their first home victory of the … Read More

Council Nature

Tree planting in Surrey overshoots

10 October 2026

More than 800,000 new trees have been planted across Surrey over the past five years – overshooting the council’s own
target, according to a report. Surrey County Council’s climate change … Read More

Education News

Jim Al-Khalili to delve into the mysteries of time at Guildford
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Book Festival

10 October 2026

Acclaimed physicist and broadcaster, Professor Jim Al-Khalili,  will join fellow University of Surrey astrophysicist, Dr
Noelia Noël, at the Guildford Book Festival for a conversation exploring one of science’s greatest … Read More

Community Health Transport

Epsom Hospital added to app helping visually impaired bus
users

10 October 2026

Epsom Hospital has been added to a Surrey scheme using smartphone technology to help blind and partially sighted
people travel more independently by public transport. Surrey County Council has expanded … Read More

Council Council constitution Letters

Is Chantilly better governed than its twin Epsom?

9 October 2026

Dear Editor, Thank you for reporting the visit of an Epsom municipal delegation, led by the Mayor, to Chantilly. Their
programme sounded interesting and enjoyable. That Chantilly holds 55 days … Read More

Your memories can help tell Epsom and Ewell’s 90-
year story
15 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell residents are being invited to delve into family albums and memories as the borough prepares to
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celebrate its 90th anniversary next year.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is asking people to contribute photographs, personal recollections and stories spanning
the nine decades since the borough was created in 1937.

The anniversary comes at a particularly significant moment in local history. The celebrations will coincide with the final
year of Epsom & Ewell Borough Council before local government reorganisation sees its functions pass to the new East
Surrey Council.

The Council says it is developing a programme of events and activities intended to celebrate the borough’s heritage,
achievements and community spirit. Residents’ contributions will help build a record of local people, places, events and
everyday life through the decades. 90th

Council Leader Cllr Hannah Dalton (RA Stoneleigh) said the authority wanted to celebrate “the people, places and
moments that have shaped Epsom and Ewell over the last 90 years”, adding that family photographs, memories of
community events and accounts of how the borough has changed could all help tell its story.

Contributions to the Council can be sent to ninety@epsom-ewell.gov.uk.

The Epsom and Ewell Times would also be delighted to hear from readers who have photographs, recollections or stories
they would like to share with the wider community.

This is intended to complement, rather than duplicate, the Council’s anniversary project. Material sent to Epsom and
Ewell Times may, where suitable and with the contributor’s agreement, form the basis of articles or features during the
anniversary year.

There is an additional reason why readers may wish to share their memories with the Times. Each weekly edition of the
Epsom and Ewell Times is legally required to be deposited with the British Library, creating a permanent historical
record of the newspaper and the local life it reports.

That means a photograph, recollection or family story published by Epsom and Ewell Times would not only be shared with
today’s readers, but become part of an archived record available to future generations.

We would particularly welcome memories which capture ordinary life as well as major events: schools and workplaces,
shops that have disappeared, sporting clubs, neighbourhood celebrations, wartime and post-war memories, changing
streets and buildings, local characters, community organisations and photographs showing how familiar parts of Epsom
and Ewell once looked.

Readers are encouraged to contribute to the Council’s own 90th anniversary collection. Those who would also like Epsom
and Ewell Times to consider their material for publication can send it to admin@epsomandewelltimes.com, ideally with
names, dates and locations where known, together with a few words explaining the story behind any photograph.

As the borough enters its 90th year — and the final chapter of the Borough Council itself — there may never be a better
moment to gather these memories while those who can tell their stories are still able to do so.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has applied to the UK Government to create a body of “Charter Trustees” which would
continue the mayoral and other civic traditions of the Borough beyond April 2027. The Charter Trustees would be the
Councillors elected in the Epsom and Ewell districts to the new East Surrey Council.

Cards and casualties consign Sutton & Epsom to
defeat
15 October 2026

Medway 24 Sutton & Epsom 7 Saturday 10th October

Sutton & Epsom have only had three league visits to Priestfields. The first encounter in 2016 saw an Andy Matthews hat-
trick secure promotion for the Black & Whites from the old London One South. On their last trip, Sutton & Epsom had an
abundant advantage of 26 points overhauled by a marauding Medway team.

Last season the hosts were most unfortunate to be relegated on points difference from Level 5 and are naturally looking
for a return to Regional 1 at the earliest possible opportunity.

With both clubs enjoying a perfect start to the new campaign, garnering maximum points, it was all set to be a fair
measure of both sides’ credentials for the season to come. Medway’s 24-7 triumph maintained their perfect record.
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Sutton & Epsom played with the slope in the first period and opened their account in the third minute. A dazzling break,
synonymous with Adam Bibby’s play, jinked through the defence and hooker Sam Lennie was in support to cross the
whitewash. Freddy Bunting slotted over the conversion for a most encouraging 7-0 score for the visitors.

Unfortunately for Sutton & Epsom it became a case of one step forward and two or three back as they accumulated
penalties for multiple offences.

On the quarter-hour Medway equalised. After sustained pressure, powerful lock Peter Cole, stationed on the touchline,
received the ball a few metres out and forced his way over before running around to improve the angle for the conversion.
A grateful Owen Church-Mills obliged and made it 7-7.

Soon after the restart Sutton & Epsom lost Angus Findlay to a yellow card as the weight of penalties became too much for
the referee to bear. Reduced to 14 men, Medway took advantage with a sweeping attack.

Then, to the dismay of the travelling Rugby Lane supporters, Freddy Bunting was given a yellow card for a no-arms tackle
in the corner. Sutton & Epsom were now very much unlucky 13.

The  Priestfields  crowd  were  soon  applauding  the  lead.  The  Men  of  Kent  –  or  Kentish  Men,  depending  on  their
geographical disposition – scored through a driving maul as lock Peter Cole collected his second try of the afternoon.
Owen Church-Mills added another conversion for 14-7.

Rather than meekly folding in adversity, Sutton & Epsom stiffened their resolve and took the attack to Medway. There
was to be no fairytale ending as they were halted on the line. It was to the visitors’ considerable credit that they did not
concede another point while suffering their numerical deficiencies.

Then, just when the Black & Whites thought they could return to normal, they lost full-back Michael Bennion to an ankle
injury. Joe Lovatt came off the bench to play at scrum-half as Sutton & Epsom amended the back division, with Euan
Findlay switching to 15.

The remainder of the half continued as powerful tackling subdued attacking intent. For Sutton & Epsom, Tipene Maxwell
made his first start in his familiar position at 12 and reminded supporters of yesteryear of James Faaatuatu, whose bone-
shaking tackling enlivened Rugby Lane ten years ago.

The first period ended with Medway leading 14-7 and all the players grateful for a breather after a very physical half.

The crowd at Priestfields were witnessing the type of match one would anticipate from two unbeaten teams. With the
home team having the advantage of the slope for the second half they were marginal favourites, but Sutton & Epsom had
shown enough attacking intent to keep the match in the balance.

The start of the second half reflected the closeness of the contest and was patchy as both sides battled for supremacy.
Sutton & Epsom were perhaps guilty of trying to force plays, but that was the result of the parsimonious Medway defence,
which robustly stood its ground.

The third quarter proved to be a stop-start affair that ended with more misfortune for the visitors. Joe Lovatt was forced
from the field having suffered a broken nose. This was most untimely for the scrum-half as he is about to get married.

Once more the coaches scratched their heads to reorganise their backs. It was not quite shuffling deckchairs on the
Titanic, as Josh Rea has often slipped into the backs, but the situation was far from ideal. Pete Gordon came off the bench
to play in the back row.

With 15 minutes left on the clock, the Kent club got some breathing space with their third try of the afternoon. Gaining
possession from a loose ball near halfway after a Sutton & Epsom scrum, they progressed to the Black & White 22.

Following several phases, the ball came to John Sipawa and the prolific wing scored in his trademark style. Though the
conversion failed, the hosts had a two-score advantage, leading 19-7.

If onlookers thought that might have knocked the stuffing out of the visitors they were very much mistaken, as Sutton &
Epsom took the game to their opponents.

The Black & Whites threw themselves into attack mode as they went in search of points. They could not translate
possession, territory and phases into points. Each half-break urged on by their supporters was met by scrambling cover.
Greater risks were being taken in order to find a solution.

It was met with a cruel final nail in the coffin in added time. Pressing in the Medway 22, winger Perry Macauley picked off
a pass and set off for glory. As the cover came and, 35 metres out, he weaved to avoid the tacklers and spotted support to
his right.

Impressively, it was the mountainous figure of Peter Cole who set off after the kick ahead. He was rewarded for his heroic
support run as he reached the ball first to complete his hat-trick – a rare accomplishment for a lock forward – as Medway
led 24-7.

It is always a pleasure to see one of the engine room of the pack, the perennial unsung heroes, have their moment in the
spotlight.

Shortly afterwards the final whistle concluded this hard-fought encounter. The Black & Whites were rather more black
and blue, but in defeat they should find a great deal of solace in their spirit, unity to the cause and resilience in adversity.

Medway remain unbeaten with maximum points, with only Beckenham ahead of them in the table. The hosts’ defence was
tireless while Peter Cole gained the plaudits.

Finally, a special note of thanks to Gareth O’Brien who, despite being a late injury withdrawal, demonstrated the qualities
of the “good club man”. He not only travelled to the game but also took on the commentary duties as “Junior JC”.

Next Saturday the Black & Whites’ charabanc heads to the Warman Sports Club. Without the pitch priority given over to
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the cricketers, as was the case last season, they will play Bromley on their main pitch.

The Kent club have started the campaign with wins over the Ironsides, Dartfordians and Hammersmith & Fulham to sit
fourth in the table, compared with Sutton & Epsom’s fifth position.

Sutton & Epsom: Bennion, Scott, Bibby, Maxwell, Findlay A, Bunting, Findlay E, Johnson, Lennie, Boaden, McTaggart,
Glanville, Rea, Jones & Hegarty (c). Reps: Duey, Gordon & Lovatt.

Medway: McNamara, Macauley, Bullock, Clement, Sipawa, Church-Mills, Hyde, Nickalls, Knight, Miles, Cole, Kenny,
Cauldwell, Wilson & Wickham. Reps: Fuller, Ross & Hearn.

Image from previous fixture. Credit Robin Kennedy

Is Chantilly better governed than its twin Epsom?
15 October 2026

Dear Editor,

Thank you for reporting the visit of an Epsom municipal delegation, led by the Mayor, to Chantilly. Their programme
sounded interesting and enjoyable.

That Chantilly holds 55 days of racing over 11 months makes racing at Epsom — our major claim to fame — seem rather
puny. The Epsom visitors’ other entertainments will make the Chantilly visitors’ return visit here a bit lacking in local
colour and character.

This disappointing comparison leads to three questions, all familiar bones of contention over many years:

Is France more or less centralised than the UK? Which country seems to be better governed?1.

Would Epsom do better under a French mayoral system? Our borough built 37 houses, I believe, last year, which2.
suggests a lack of purpose or belief in the future of our borough.

How does France maintain its vigorous regional diversity and local character while ours is about to be squeezed3.
to death by local government reform?

Would you be willing to let the Mayor illuminate these issues, drawing on her delegation’s experience at Chantilly? It
might spark an interesting correspondence.

Yours faithfully,

Edward Clay

.

Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell Mayor leads delegation to Chantilly to celebrate 30th anniversary of twinning Epsom & Ewell
Times

Epsom and Ewell Town Twinning Association presents Cyril Frazer Awards for 2026 Epsom & Ewell Times

Epsom and Ewell to have three tiers of government when promised one? Epsom & Ewell Times

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council publishes final Annual Report Epsom & Ewell Times

8th October 2026
15 October 2026
Council News
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Latest news from Surrey County Council

7 October 2026

Surrey  County  Council  has  issued  a  flurry  of  announcements  covering  school  environmental  projects,  a  major
Government-backed reform of special educational needs provision and the future of Council Tax support when … Read
More

Community Environment Transport

From bikes to bytes: eeCAN puts climate action into practice

7 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell’s local climate action network is stepping up a mixture of practical recycling, sustainable transport,
food, gardening and community projects as the latest national figures underline both the … Read More

Council Planning

Banstead “carbuncle” to give way to care home

7 October 2026

A nearby ‘carbuncle’ means a 64 bed care home that may only have seven visitor parking spaces has been approved for
Banstead – despite widespread criticisms of the plans. Councillors … Read More

Football Sports

Epsom and Ewell’s casual defence gives game away

7 October 2026

Epsom & Ewell 0 Corinthian-Casuals 2. Saturday 3 October 2026 – Combined Counties Premier League South Epsom &
Ewell’s difficult home form continued as Corinthian-Casuals left Chalky Lane with all … Read More

Rugby Sports

Sutton and Epsom Dig Deep for Thrilling Win
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5 October 2026

Sutton and Epsom 34 Battersea Ironsides 31 Saturday 3rd October One of the quirks of the various delays in the season’s
opening is that the Rugby Lane supporters will be … Read More

Culture Education

Epsom students launch Nescot Music Radio

4 October 2026

Music students at Nescot college in Epsom have just launched a brand-new radio station, Nescot Music Radio, allowing
them to get practical experience of working in radio and broadcasting. Students … Read More

Football Sports

Ewell coach builds free tool to give young footballers a fair go

3 October 2026

An Ewell football coach has combined his experience on the touchline with his skills as a web developer to create a free
tool designed to make matchdays easier for grassroots … Read More

News

Leatherhead  boy’s  circus  dream  takes  him  onto  European
stage

3 October 2026

A 13-year-old Leatherhead boy who once strapped balloons to himself in an attempt to fly has been selected as the only
UK performer at this month’s European Youth Circus in … Read More

Arts Culture

Pride and Prejudice takes a Wild West turn in Epsom
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2 October 2026

Epsom audiences will be the first to see a new immersive adaptation of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice when an
Ashtead-based theatre company launches the show at Labyrinth on Saturday … Read More

Council Local History

Epsom  and  Ewell  Mayor  leads  delegation  to  Chantilly  to
celebrate  30th  anniversary  of  twinning

2 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell enjoys a robust, and mutually beneficial, twinning arrangement with Chantilly in France and this year
marks the 30th anniversary of the close fraternal ties between the two … Read More

Arts Community Culture

Calling Epsom and Ewell’s young musicians: your chance to
shine

2 October 2026

Do you know a young singer or instrumentalist who deserves to be heard? Epsom Rotary Club is inviting entries for the
local round of the Rotary Young Musician Competition 2026/27. … Read More

Council Council constitution Finances

Epsom Council declares transparency progress — but Rainbow
questions remain unanswered

1 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council says it has addressed an audit finding on transparency. Yet a straightforward question
about one of its largest public assets remains unanswered: how did the … Read More

Council Local History News
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Epsom & Ewell Borough Council publishes final Annual Report

1 October 2026

Today, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has published its 2025/26 Annual Report, marking the authority’s final annual
report before local government reorganisation and reflecting on almost 90 years of service … Read More

Epsom and Ewell’s casual defence gives game away
15 October 2026

Epsom & Ewell 0 Corinthian-Casuals 2. Saturday 3 October 2026 – Combined Counties Premier League South

Epsom & Ewell’s difficult home form continued as Corinthian-Casuals left Chalky Lane with all three points following a
2–0 victory in front of a healthy crowd of 322.

The first team news of the afternoon was that skipper Brendan Murphy-McVey had failed a fitness test and was therefore
unavailable.

Before kick-off, a minute’s applause was impeccably observed in memory of former Salt Mick Stratford, who recently
passed away. Mick made 325 appearances for the club, scoring 18 goals, and was warmly remembered before the action
began.

The Salts made a bright start and thought they had taken the lead after just five minutes when the ball found the back of
the net. However, the celebrations were cut short as the referee ruled the effort out for a foul.

On 17 minutes Blessing Hombessa broke forward, beat his defender and delivered a dangerous cross into the area, but
nobody was able to get on the end of it.

Just a minute later the visitors struck. Lee Quincey found the net to give Corinthian-Casuals an 18th-minute lead.

There was further frustration for Epsom & Ewell shortly before the interval. On 42 minutes they again had the ball in the
net, only for the referee to rule the effort out. The decision was that the goalkeeper had one hand on the ball while it was
on the ground and had therefore been fouled.

It ensured Corinthian-Casuals took their 1–0 advantage into the half-time break.

After Epsom & Ewell’s improved second-half performance the previous week, there was hope that the Salts could once
again raise their game after the interval. Unfortunately, that did not materialise.

One player who certainly continued to battle was Alex Foord, who worked tirelessly in midfield and covered seemingly
every inch of the pitch.

Epsom & Ewell’s  task  became even more difficult  in  the  52nd minute  when Balde  Dansoko doubled the  visitors’
advantage. Some poor defending gave Casuals the opportunity, while goalkeeper Ben Grummitt was unable to reach the
ball before Dansoko made it 2–0.

A minute later Luis Oliveira picked up a yellow card.

Changes followed as Epsom & Ewell attempted to find a route back into the contest. On 73 minutes Jason Bloor replaced
Charlie Miller and Toby Young came on for Courtney Levi.

Four minutes later Kionte Waul replaced Harry Murphy, while Luke Miller came on for Oba.

The final change arrived in the 82nd minute when skipper Callum O’Keeffe made way for joint-manager Craig Dundas.

There was to be no late recovery, however, and Corinthian-Casuals saw out the remaining minutes to secure a 2–0 victory.

It was another disappointing performance on home soil, leaving the Salts still searching for their first home points of the
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campaign despite another excellent attendance.

Epsom & Ewell are back at Chalky Lane next week when Yateley United are the visitors.

Epsom and Ewell FC Media

Epsom  and  Ewell  Mayor  leads  delegation  to
Chantilly to celebrate 30th anniversary of twinning
15 October 2026

Epsom and Ewell enjoys a robust, and mutually beneficial, twinning arrangement with Chantilly in France and this year
marks the 30th anniversary of the close fraternal ties between the two historic horse racing towns. To commemorate the
occasion a 14-strong delegation from Epsom and Ewell, led by the Mayor, Cllr Lucie McIntyre, made the journey to
Chantilly for a packed programme of events.

The visit, which was paid for by individual contributions, also included representatives from Nescot and the Jockey Club,
four current borough Councillors, three former Mayors and other members of the twinning association, all with varying
abilities in speaking and understanding French.

This was Mayor Lucie’s first visit to the historic twin town, and she was able to meet her opposite number, Benedicte De
Cacqueray, and several Maires-Adjoint (Deputy Mayors). There was a certain poignancy to the visit in that Lucie will be
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s last-ever Mayor following local government reorganisation and the precise future of
twinning arrangements between the two towns is under review.

Of the programme of events provided by the French hosts over the weekend of September 11-13, four were horse related,
and some not without incident. A morning visit to the training stables of Alessandro and Ilaria Botti was followed by a
drive deep into the forest which is criss-crossed with world-class all-weather training runs. Just as the delegation arrived,
a jockey fell from a galloping horse but thankfully neither was harmed.

Marin Lecour-Grandmaison Director of France Galop showed the delegation round the Chantilly race course which
operates 11 months of the year with 55 race days. Other equine-related highlights included a visit to the Living Horse
Museum and the presentation by Mayor Lucie of prizes at the Polo Club de Chantilly, a facility big enough for seven
playing pitches.

The Epsom and Ewell delegation also visited the town’s Lace Museum, home to some exquisitely beautiful pieces, one of
which for example took 20 people a year to produce, as well as the Tennis Club of Chantilly. The agenda also included a
trip to the historic St Peters Church, which has strong ties with the anglophone community in Chantilly, and a chance to
see a new film on the wartime life of De Gaulle, including his time in the UK.

No trip to Chantilly would be complete without a visit to the fabulously beautiful Chateau and a chance to make Chantilly
creme – a task that the Mayor excelled at!

Councillor Lucie McIntyre says, “I was delighted to join the Epsom and Town Twinning Association in celebrating this
milestone and thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality provided by our French hosts as well as a chance to see so much of the
wonderful town of Chantilly.”

While the 30 year anniversary celebrations are taking place in 2026 it was in fact on 30th September 1995 that the Mayor
of Chantilly signed the Twinning Charter. However a similar ceremony followed in Epsom in March 1996, signed by our
then Mayor, Councillor Cyril Frazer, and this completed the formalities. The Epsom and Ewell Twinning Association was
subsequently appointed by the Borough to develop and run the twinning which it has done ever since.

Cllr Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village)

Former Mayor Brian Angus (RA)
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The Epsom and Ewell Town Twinning Association

Photo credit: Steve Bridger
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Calling Epsom and Ewell’s young musicians: your
chance to shine
15 October 2026

Do you know a young singer or instrumentalist who deserves to be heard? Epsom Rotary Club is inviting entries for the
local round of the Rotary Young Musician Competition 2026/27.

Returning to Epsom College for the twelth consecutive year, the competition offers young performers an opportunity to
share their talent, gain experience on a public stage and receive feedback from professional judges.

There are two categories: Solo Instrumental and Solo Vocal. The competition welcomes amateur young musicians aged
17 or under on 31 August 2026, with classical and modern musical styles welcome.

This year’s local round will take place on Monday 16th November and will be judged by two distinguished musicians:

Natalia Zadorhizna, a graduate of the Glière Kyiv Municipal Academy of Music, is a piano teacher, performer and
accompanist.

Dr Graham Jones MBE is the former Senior Director of Music for the Household Division, bringing extensive experience
of musical performance and leadership.

Successful entrants selected at the local round can progress through district and cluster finals, with the national final
scheduled for Saturday 24 April 2027.

Whether your passion is singing, piano, strings, woodwind, brass or another instrument, this is an opportunity to work
towards a performance goal and celebrate your musical achievements.

Parents, schools, music teachers and youth organisations across Epsom, Ewell and the surrounding area are encouraged
to spread the word and help young musicians take part.

For local entry details and enquiries, contact Lionel Blackman, Epsom Rotary Club’s local round organiser, at
epsommusicsoc@gmail.com.

Full  competition guidelines and the 2026/27 information pack are available  on the official  Rotary Young Musician
webpage.

Bring your talent to the stage — we would love to hear from you.

Epsom Rotary

.

Photo from the 2024 competition. Instrumental winner Satomi Brocklebank with Mayor of Epsom and Ewell Steve Bridger

1st October 2026
15 October 2026
Council Planning

East  Surrey seeks planning head start  as  Epsom faces two
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Local Plans at once

30 September 2026

East Surrey’s incoming council has urged ministers to let it begin preparing a Local Plan before it takes over next April,
highlighting a problem already confronting Epsom and Ewell: being … Read More

News

Bust mains, bust company?

28 September 2026

A burst main that is leaking up to 750 litres of water every second has cause widespread outages across north east Surrey
and forced a raft of school closures. The … Read More

Rugby Sports

Sutton & Epsom squeeze home in Hurlingham thriller

28 September 2026

Hammersmith & Fulham 33 Sutton & Epsom 35 It was a belated welcome to the 2026/27 Regional 2 South East campaign
at Hurlingham Park on Saturday. The RFU had wisely … Read More

Horse racing Sports

Epsom  Racecourse:  Double  for  Cieren  Fallon  and  William
Haggas

28 September 2026

We had some typically competitive racing at Epsom on Sunday afternoon, with a good spread of results. Those going
home happiest, though, were jockey and trainer combination Cieren Fallon and … Read More

Football Sports

Epsom fight back from two down to earn Abbey Rangers draw
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27 September 2026

Abbey Rangers 2 Epsom & Ewell FC 2 – Combined Counties League Premier Division South – Saturday 26 September
2026 Addlestone Moor Epsom & Ewell recovered from two goals down … Read More

Council Social care

Care planning gap exposed as most Surrey residents aged 60
and over have yet to plan ahead

27 September 2026

Seven in 10 Surrey residents aged 60 and over are concerned about how they would pay for care and support if they
needed it, yet only around one in 10 … Read More

Business Education News

Epsom students enter the Dragons’ Den and secure Tycoon
Competition success

27 September 2026

Four Business students at Nescot College in Epsom recently joined Peter Jones at a charity day, following their success in
the national Tycoon Enterprise Competition. As part of their course, … Read More

Council Environment

East Surrey not going as green as the Greens want

25 September 2026

East Surrey Council did not pass a motion declaring a climate emergency – including a commitment to decarbonise by
2030 – following a spirited debate over costs and the pace … Read More

Arts Community Culture

Epsom’s  Nigel  Price  celebrates  a  sold-out  home-town  jazz
night
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25 September 2026

Epsom guitarist Nigel Price returned to a sold-out Epsom Jazz Club on Thursday (24 September) with his organ trio, just a
week after the same line-up sold out Ronnie Scott’s … Read More

Community Health Volunteers

Epsom Mental Health Week marks 20 years of local charity

25 September 2026

Epsom Mental Health Week will bring talks, exercise classes, creative activities and opportunities to meet others to
venues across the town from Saturday 3 to Sunday 11 October. The programme … Read More

Education News

Surrey Uni to probe Moon dust for rocket fuel

25 September 2026

Could magnesium found in Moon dust help future spacecraft travel further into deep space? A new European Space
Agency (ESA)-funded project led by the University of Surrey aims to find … Read More

Education Local History

Dorking’s wartime refugee committee records go online for the
first time

25 September 2026

Rich historical records of how the small town of Dorking sheltered people fleeing Nazi persecution during World War Two
are now fully searchable and publicly accessible online, thanks to a … Read More

Council News Planning

Epsom and Ewell’s New Local Plan sites advance amid clash
over scrutiny and cost
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25 September 2026

Epsom and Ewell’s Local Plan moved closer to public consultation on Tuesday 22 September, but cllrs clashed over
proposed Green Belt development, decisions taken without committee debate and a government … Read More

Football Sports

Salts hold Sutton for 72 minutes before cup defeat

25 September 2026

Epsom & Ewell 0–2 Sutton United. Specsavers Senior County Cup, first round Chalky Lane, 22 September 2026 Epsom &
Ewell held National League side Sutton United until the 72nd minute … Read More

Council Council constitution Opinions

25 September 2026

East Surrey is still going ahead – so what happens next?

Readers  may have seen the  recent  national  news that  the  Government  has  stopped or  paused Local  Government
Reorganisation in several parts of England. Understandably, some people have asked me: does … Read More

Bust mains, bust company?
15 October 2026

A burst main that is leaking up to 750 litres of water every second has cause widespread outages across north east Surrey
and forced a raft of school closures.

The issue, affecting Molesey, Esher, and the surrounding areas, was first reported at about 5am but the Local Democracy
Reporting Service understands the leak is still ongoing and the valve has yet to be switched off.

Esher and Walton MP Monica Harding has described the widespread problem affecting her constituency as a massive
failing of Thames Water saying years of under-investment in its infrastructure has once again hit residents.
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Shops in the towns have run out of bottled water and huge tankers have been brought in to help top up the mains – but
even these have run dry.

The Wilderness area of Molesey is underwater and is thought to be the source of the leak, but as of 9.30am water was
continuing to flood the playing fields.

Mrs Harding said: “The whole of the Wilderness is flooded, I’m at the perimeter of Island Barn where the leak is.

“My understanding is the leak was first reported at about 5am this morning but it took Thames Water a while to find it.

“It’s still flowing, they haven’t turned off the valves.

“It’s because Thames Water doesn’t have data loggers and they were scrabbling around to find it.

“This is an infrastructure failing, the regulators haven’t done their jobs for years and the money has been sucked out of
Thames Water.”

As yet, no decision has been taken on whether to set up bottle stations, or how long the problem will last.

Some suspect the issue could become more commonplace as rainfall returns; the long dry summer has left the ageing pipe
network in a brittle state and the system is not resilient enough to cope.

Mrs Harding added: “The teams working on the pipes have been brilliant, they’ve been working really hard but they are
dealing with the fallout of a failed infrastructure.”

Thames Water has been approached for comment.

In a statement the firm had previously said: “We are sorry customers in parts of south west London do not have any water
or are experiencing lower pressure than normal this morning. Our engineers have located the leak and doing everything
they can to ensure water is back on as soon as possible. 

“The latest updates will be posted on our website, thameswater.co.uk.” 

Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

.

Esher and Molesey water outage – tankers are being used to top up the mains and shops have run out of bottled water
(image Chris Caulfield)

.

Related EET reports
Dirty water double: sewage spills and blocked drains put Epsom and Ewell under pressure – 14 August 2026.
Thames Water sewer flooding, storm overflows and drainage problems across the borough. Epsom and Ewell
Times

An Epsom and Ewell education in water shortage – 18 December 2024. A major SES Water infrastructure failure
left homes, businesses and schools without normal supplies. Epsom and Ewell Times

Thames Water’s reputation going down the drain – 3 February 2024. Councillors scrutinised Thames Water after
widespread outages affecting tens of thousands of Surrey homes. Epsom and Ewell Times

Hosepipe ban not reached Epsom and Ewell yet – 19 July 2025. Thames Water faced criticism over leaks and
ageing infrastructure while imposing restrictions elsewhere in the South East. Epsom and Ewell Times

Epsom & Ewell households drowning as water bills rise? – 2 February 2025. Thames Water customers faced a
sharp increase in bills amid continuing concern over investment and service performance. Epsom and Ewell
Times

Epsom Racecourse: Double for Cieren Fallon and
William Haggas
15 October 2026

We had some typically competitive racing at Epsom on Sunday afternoon, with a good spread of results. Those going
home happiest, though, were jockey and trainer combination Cieren Fallon and William Haggas, who together celebrated
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a double that afternoon. 

Read on for a report of the Epsom card, with horse racing odds from BOYLE Sports. 

We began with a seven-furlong nursery handicap (13.37). The result was less than expected, as the Archie Watson-trained
Rogue Imperial came home as the winner at a price of 10/1. Favourite Give Hand could do no  better than fifth place, and
the winner had made all and kept on well enough to win by just under a length.

Next we had a conditions stakes race run over an extended mile (14.12). Here, William Haggas and Cieren Fallon had the
first of their two winners as Quite Cheeky crossed the line nearly two lengths in front at a price of 7/2. The colt had run on
well inside the final furlong to lead and keep going away, with 11/1 Sword Salute back in second. 

Following was a 10-furlong novice (14.47). The winner here was short in price but not the favourite. William Haggas’
Rowlf had been expected to win, jumping out of the stalls at 6/4, but it was in fact the second favourite who came home in
front; Richard Hannon’s Blue Noon, ridden by Sean Levey, winning well despite drifting left in the final furlong. 

Race four was the Jump Jockeys Derby Handicap (15.22). Professional jump jockeys rode here, with James Davies aboard
the favourite; Seeking Charles, who could do no better than seventh. Instead, it was the Gary and Josh Moore-trained
Zarakerjack who took the lead and ran on well in the closing stages to win by over a length, ridden by Freddie Mitchell at
a price of 12/1. 

The fifth race was a 10-furlong handicap (15.57). Here, William Haggas and Cieren Fallon brought in the second leg of
their double, as Matins justified his price of 4/7F to win by a very impressive five and a half lengths. Carnival Day was
second and Echalar was third. 

Second to last was an extended mile handicap (16.32). Ralph Beckett had a winner here with Rossa Ryan, as Swiped made
all to stay on and win by a good margin of over two lengths. Thanos was second for Harry Charlton and Likeness was third
for Jack Channon. 

Finally, racing concluded with a seven-furlong handicap (17.07). We had joint favourites here; Musical Angel and Eazy On
The Eye, both at 7/2. It was the latter, though, who came home in front for Heather Main and George Wood, holding on
gamely to win by a short head to Short Trumpet in second. 

Epsom results – Sunday:

13.37 – Rogue Imperial (10/1)

14.12 – Quite Cheeky (7/2)

14.47 – Blue Noon (13/8)

15.22 – Zarakerjack (12/1)

15.57 – Matins (4/7F)

16.32 – Swiped (100/30)

17.07 – Eazy On The Eye (7/2J)

.

Image: Epsom racing idealised

East Surrey is still going ahead – so what happens
next?
15 October 2026

Readers  may have seen the  recent  national  news that  the  Government  has  stopped or  paused Local  Government
Reorganisation in several parts of England. Understandably, some people have asked me: does this mean Surrey is
stopping too?

The simple answer is no. Surrey is going ahead.

The Government has confirmed that its review of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) does not affect the decision
already taken for Surrey. We are further down the road: elections for the new East Surrey and West Surrey councils took
place in May, and we are now working towards the new councils formally taking over on 1 April 2027.
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For us locally, East Surrey Council will bring together Epsom & Ewell, Elmbridge, Mole Valley, Reigate & Banstead and
Tandridge, alongside the relevant services currently provided by Surrey County Council.

Until 1 April, residents should continue to use their existing councils as normal. Behind the scenes, however, there is a
huge amount of work taking place.

Since being elected in May, my fellow councillors and I have been serving on the Shadow Council. In plain English, our
job is to build the new council before it takes over. This includes bringing together services, staff, budgets, buildings
and systems, while making sure essential services continue without disruption.

As the Shadow Cabinet Executive Member responsible for Adult Social Care and Health, I am particularly focused on
services supporting older and Disabled people, carers and some of our residents.

We also need to be open about the financial challenge ahead.

The Government is changing how councils are funded, with more emphasis on levels of need and deprivation. This will
mean significant financial pressures for our area over the coming years. At the same time, demand and costs are rising,
particularly in adult social care and children’s services.

Creating one council gives us opportunities to reduce duplication, work more efficiently and make better use of public
money. But reorganisation will not magically solve every financial problem.

That is why I believe we must be completely open with residents. If difficult decisions have to be made, you deserve to
know why, what choices we have, how much they cost and what they could mean for local services.

We must also listen. East Surrey will be a large council serving different communities. Epsom and Ewell must continue to
have a strong local voice.

There is still a lot of work ahead between now and 1 April. I hope through these regular articles to explain what is
happening in clear, plain English – the progress we are making, the challenges we face and, most importantly, what it all
means for you, your family and our wider community.

David Buxton OBE

Shadow Councillor for Epsom West (East Surrey Council)

Shadow Cabinet Executive Member for Adult Social Care and Health

24th September 2026
15 October 2026
Council Council constitution News

Time for Cllr Dallen to drop his taxpayer funded complaint?

23 September 2026

A few minutes of video from an Epsom and Ewell Borough Council meeting have now generated an external investigation,
a legal adviser’s attendance at the Town Hall and a standards … Read More

Council Council constitution

An East Side Story of Surrey’s new Parish Councils

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/24th-september-2026
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council/council-constitution
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/time-for-cllr-dallen-to-drop-his-taxpayer-funded-complaint
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/time-for-cllr-dallen-to-drop-his-taxpayer-funded-complaint
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/time-for-cllr-dallen-to-drop-his-taxpayer-funded-complaint
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/time-for-cllr-dallen-to-drop-his-taxpayer-funded-complaint
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council/council-constitution
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/an-east-side-story-of-surreys-new-parish-councils


5th November 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
20

23 September 2026

Major and effectively permanent change that will increase people’s council tax bills at a time when many families are
struggling to make ends meet. Plans to create more new councils … Read More

Council Council constitution

A West Side Story of Surrey’s new Parish Councils

22 September 2026

New lower tier councils will be created in Runnymede, Surrey Heath, Woking, and most controversially Guildford, just
months after elections were held to simplify local government in Surrey. In May, … Read More

Council Finances

Epsom’s Rainbow questions persist as £4.7m revamp advances

21 September 2026

Places Leisure has detailed improvements at Epsom’s Rainbow Leisure Centre but questions remain over the discovery of
substantial dilapidations at the end of the previous operator’s tenure – and who … Read More

Council Education

Young Legends offered free autumn activities in Epsom and
Ewell

18 September 2026

Children aged nine to 11 living in Epsom and Ewell can take part in up to two free sports or creative activities through the
return of the borough council’s Young … Read More

Helen Maguire Westminster

Back to Westminster with local priorities in focus
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18 September 2026

Parliament recently returned after the summer recess, and the mood in Westminster has shifted considerably since we left
in July. Labour now has its second Prime Minister since the General … Read More

Council Education

New East Surrey Council calls for current SEND plans

18 September 2026

Leading East Surrey councillors are calling on Surrey County Council to publish its plans to reform special educational
needs and disability (SEND) support across the county. The Liberal Democrat-led shadow … Read More

Education News

Former Epsom Glyn pupil not tyred of flipping in world-record
bid

18 September 2026

A former Glyn School head boy is preparing to flip a 100kg tractor tyre continuously for 24 hours in an attempt to break a
Guinness World Record and raise £20,000 … Read More

Business Crime News

Criminal convictions follow Banstead construction site death

18 September 2026

Two companies and a manager have been sentenced 9th September), after being found guilty of a health and safety
charge of failing to discharge their duties following the death of … Read More

Council Council constitution

Epsom and  Ewell  to  have  three  tiers  of  government  when
promised one?
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15 September 2026

Following Surrey County Council’s release reported here Plans for East Surrey Council continue to progress that the new
East and West Unitary Councils will work toward adoption of an overarching … Read More

Council Council constitution Finances

Plans for East Surrey Council continue to progress

14 September 2026

Plans for the new East Surrey Council continue to move forward as Surrey’s local government reorganisation programme
progresses with the full support of both central government and Surrey leaders. Key … Read More

Former Epsom Glyn pupil not tyred of flipping in
world-record bid
15 October 2026

A former Glyn School head boy is preparing to flip a 100kg tractor tyre continuously for 24 hours in an attempt to break a
Guinness World Record and raise £20,000 for his old school.

Professional trainer and fitness instructor James Farmer will begin the challenge at midday on Sunday 25 October,
finishing at midday on Monday.

He will flip the tyre around a marked course within the Epsom school’s grounds, continuing throughout the night under
the observation of independent witnesses.

The current Guinness World Record for the greatest distance covered by tyre flipping in 24 hours stands at 11.21km.
James hopes to exceed 15km.

Money raised will contribute towards a new sports pavilion at Glyn School, which is part of the 43-school GLF Schools
trust.

The proposed pavilion would provide improved facilities for physical education, competitive fixtures and after-school
sport. It would also offer opportunities for use by the wider community.

James has worked in health and wellbeing for more than 20 years, training athletes and Olympians and appearing on ITV
as a fitness expert. He credits Glyn with setting him on the path to his career.

He said: “I owe Glyn a debt of gratitude for providing the foundation upon which I built my entire career.

“Twenty-four hours of flipping a tyre is a hard way to say thank you. But if it puts a pavilion on those playing fields, it will
have been worth every hour.”
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Glyn headteacher Jo Garrod said: “James left here in 1999 and he has never really left us behind, which says something
about Glyn, and James as a person.

“What he is taking on is extraordinary, and the pavilion he is raising money for will be used by our pupils every week for
decades. We will be out there cheering him on through the night.”

The challenge comes as Glyn prepares to celebrate its centenary in 2027. James hopes the new pavilion will honour the
school’s history while supporting its ambitions for the future.

Spectators are welcome to attend and encourage James during the challenge. Local businesses interested in sponsoring
his attempt can contact the school.

Donations can be made through the James World Record for Glyn fundraising page.

Further information about the school is available from the Glyn School website.

Image: James Farmer flipping a tyre and inset when head Glyn boy
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