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Ex-local LibDem leader explains part of her
departure

11 May 2026

=

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor

It is indeed regrettable that our (otherwise rather good) MP, Helen Maguire, wished to control what each and every new
Liberal Democrat councillor has to say, and presumably fears they are not competent to string a few words together and
celebrate their victory.

Not every Liberal Democrat victory in Surrey belongs to Ms Maguire, much as she wishes it does.

It seems to be a problem for Ms Maguire to be a team player, to delegate and trust — and one of the reasons I left the
Liberal Democrats after 25 years, the majority of those years leading the Opposition on Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council.

It was also partly the reason Cllr James Lawrence left the Liberal Democrats more recently and similarly became an
Independent councillor for the final year of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council.

She would do well to concentrate on giving the new team in Surrey the respect and degree of autonomy they have earned
— and will cherish — in local government, and which will be necessary for them to run East Surrey Council and fulfil the
promises made in their election literature and on the doorstep.

Cllr Julie Morris

Independent Councillor for College Ward - Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

500 patients buried in Epsom’s asylum cemetery no
longer forgotten

11 May 2026

A team of researchers volunteering for the local charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery have reached a milestone in their
quest to write the histories of 9000 patients buried in the abandoned privately owned Horton Cemetery. The cemetery,
reputed to be the largest asylum cemetery in Europe, is situated at the junction of Hook Road and Horton Lane. The story
of Marjorie is the 500th published on the charity’s website

A discarded headstone rescued from a skip more than forty years ago led researchers to uncover the poignant story of a
young woman buried at Horton Cemetery — and reconnect her memory with living family members.

Before the cemetery was sold by the NHS in 983 to a property speculator, notices appeared in the local press informing
relatives that they could reclaim the headstones of loved ones buried there. Families were warned that any memorials left
behind would be destroyed.

At the time, an electrical engineer working on a project within the former Epsom hospital cluster discovered one such
stone which had been thrown into a skip. Appalled at what he later described as a “blatant disregard” for somebody’s final
resting place, he rescued the memorial and took it home for safekeeping.

Today, the headstone remains carefully preserved, with the hope that one day it may be returned to the cemetery where it
was originally intended to stand in perpetuity.
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The inscription reads simply:

Marjorie Young

14th September 1948
Aged 27 years

R.IP.

As researchers from the Friends of Horton Cemetery began investigating Marjorie’s life, they were astonished to discover
that a relative was still alive and able to shed light on her tragic story.

The relative, whose mother was Marjorie’s first cousin, said: “Your message is a welcome bolt from the blue. I can’t
believe that after all these years somebody is interested in Marjorie. I didn’t know her but my mother so often talked
about her. My mother died in 2015 but she still had nightmares about the life Marjorie led.”

His words underline one of the central aims of the Friends of Horton Cemetery — ensuring that those buried in the former
asylum cemetery are not forgotten.

Research into burial records revealed another heartbreaking detail. The cemetery register records that Marjorie was
buried in grave 2892b alongside a “stillborn female child”. Marjorie was buried with a stillborn child who researchers
believe belonged to an unknown patient.

Such practices were sadly not uncommon. Before changes introduced during the 1980s, hospitals frequently arranged the
burial of stillborn babies with little or no consultation with grieving parents. Often, infants were buried in existing graves
within institutional cemeteries.

A Family Marked by Tragedy

Marjorie’s father, Charles Young, was born in 1894 to Harry Young and Ellen Fanny Young, née Chesterman. According to
family recollections, Ellen gave birth to as many as 23 children, though only a handful survived infancy.

The family experienced repeated tragedy. In 1905, Charles’s younger sister Minnie died after suffering an epileptic
seizure during the night. An inquest heard that Minnie sometimes endured as many as thirteen fits a day. Researchers
later discovered that Marjorie herself also suffered from epilepsy.

Charles married Ethel Mary Davis at St Augustine’s Church in 1920.

A Childhood of Fear and Isolation

Born on 10 June 1921, Marjorie was an only child. Family testimony has painted a troubling picture of her upbringing. Her
cousin recalled stories passed down by his mother: “Marjorie was very clever and wanted to study. She was an only child
so welcomed the company of my mother. As time went on it became clear to my mother that Marjorie was terrified, the
reason being that her parents went out every night and left her alone in the dark. Neighbours talked of Marjorie standing
at the window looking out in the dark.

“Eventually poor Marjorie had a breakdown and was admitted to hospital and my mother never saw her again.”

Public records relating to Marjorie are scarce. In the 1939 Register, compiled at the outbreak of the Second World War,
she was living in Lambeth and working as a civil servant for His Majesty’s Office of Works, the government department
responsible for public buildings.

The next surviving record appears nine years later.

On 14 September 1948, Marjorie died at Long Grove Hospital aged just 27. Her death certificate records broncho-
pneumonia and exhaustion caused by epilepsy. She was buried at Horton Cemetery on 21 September 1948.

Someone Cared Enough to Remember

Researchers believe one detail about Marjorie’s story is especially important. She had a headstone.

At Horton Cemetery, where thousands were buried in unmarked graves, memorial stones were rare. Someone cared
enough to arrange and pay for a marker. Someone completed the paperwork and ensured her resting place was
acknowledged. It is also possible that family members attended her funeral.

For her surviving relative, the rediscovery of the headstone has brought comfort. “It is wonderful to hear that her
gravestone survives and that has led to her being your 500th story. If only I could tell my mother. She would have been so
pleased to know that somebody still cares about Marjorie.

“I think you’'ve done a wonderful job and somehow righted some of the wrongs.”

Today, the rescued headstone stands not only for Marjorie Young, but symbolically for the estimated 9,000 forgotten souls
buried within Horton Cemetery.

Perhaps one day it will stand there once again.

More research stories can be found on the Horton Cemetery website at Horton Cemetery

The Friends of Horton Cemetery seek to restore the cemetery to community ownership. The case for a compulsory
purchase order was blocked by Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. The charity now pins its hopes on a fresh approach
from the East Surrey Unitary Council. The charity has the support of Epsom and Ewell’s MP Helen Maguire, who is
engaging with the Ministry of Justice on the issue.
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Theresa Keneflick-Conway

Related reports:

Friends of Horton Cemetery influence law reform

Epsom and Ewell’s MP champion’s Friends of Horton Cemetery mission on “Time to Talk Day”
Epsom’s Horton Cemetery gets attention of two kinds

Petition to reclaim Horton Cemetery from property speculator

Local community gathered at Horton Cemetery

Locators looking for Surrey home seekers

11 May 2026

Channel 4’s long-running property programme Location, Location, Location is searching for Surrey house hunters to take
part in its next series filming this June.

Fronted by property experts Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer, the show has been a fixture on British television for more
than 20 years, helping buyers across the UK find their ideal homes.

The programme makers are now looking for individuals, couples and families across Surrey who need help finding their
next property — whether they are first-time buyers, upsizing, downsizing, relocating or searching for a “forever home”.

A spokesperson for Channel 4 said: “We are casting for the new series, and we are interested in hearing from chain-free
(or SSTC) house hunters who would be ready to buy in June this year.

“Applications are now open and we’re looking to spread the word to the community to encourage house hunters to apply
and get the help they need.

“We are looking for individuals, families and couples who need Kirstie and Phil’s expertise to buy their dream home.

“Whether applicants are first-time buyers, looking for their next dream home, downsizing or relocating — whatever the
reason they’re moving, we love to hear from them.”

The broadcaster said it strongly encourages applicants from all backgrounds and identities to apply as part of its
commitment to greater inclusivity on screen.

LocaroApplications can be made through the programme’s official application page: Location, Location, Location
applications

Applications will be handled by IWC Media, which will contact applicants directly if they wish to take the application
further.

Photo: Presenters Phil Spencer and Kirstie Allsopp

Lib Dems sweep up in East Surrey Unitary Council
election for Epsom and Ewell

11 May 2026
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The results are in.

Of the 10 seats in Epsom and Ewell the Liberal Democrats dominate with the election of 8 of their candidates.
The Residents Association took 2. None of the other parties gained any seats. See full results below.

Announced from the count by deputy returning officer and EEBC CEO Jackie King at Bourne Hall in Ewell on
Friday 8th May.

You may need to refresh your browser during the results period for the updating to appear.

The top two in each division are elected.

Epsom Town & Downs

Epsom West

Ewell Court, Auriol & Cuddington
Ewell Village, Stoneleigh & Nonsuch

West Ewell

According to the Council the full results for the East Surrey Council will be published on the Future Surrey website.

View of Bourne Hall and Museum, Spring Street, Ewell. (Credit: Google Street View)
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7th May 2026

11 May 2026
Council Elections News
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Watch this post Friday PM for election results for Epsom and
Ewell

6 May 2026

WATCH THIS SPACE ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON Epsom and Ewell Times willl endeavour to publish the results as they are
announced from the count at Bourne Hall in Ewell on Friday ... Read More

Council Elections

You can now watch online the Epsom & Ewell Times Election
Hustings

THE EAST SURREY COUNCIL HUSTINGS
For EPSOM AND EWELL

j .\na‘sf
A T

6 May 2026

Residents from across the borough gathered at NESCOT on Wednesday (29th April) evening for a wide-ranging East
Surrey unitary council election hustings, hosted by Epsom and Ewell Times and chaired ... Read More

Environment Planning

Solar Panels green-light in Mole Valley a grey area?

6 May 2026

Solar panels powering up to 5,500 homes have been approved for prime Surrey agricultural land that could have been
used to put the “wheat in our Weetabix”. Mole Valley District ... Read More

Crime News Policing

Arrests from Epsom’s April disorder

5 May 2026

Surrey Police have confirmed that 10 people have now been arrested as part of an ongoing investigation into violent
disorder in Epsom town centre earlier this month. The arrests relate ... Read More

Business Education News
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Classroom to Cruise: Epsom Student Wins Luxury Family Trip

5 May 2026

A Nescot student has won a luxury seven-night family cruise after taking part in an innovative work experience
programme that swaps the classroom for life at sea. Travel and Tourism ... Read More

Education News

Teacher banned after fake war-zone stories to Epsom and Ewell

2 May 2026

A former Epsom and Ewell High School maths teacher has been banned from teaching after a professional conduct panel
found she fabricated stories to pupils about being in the army, ... Read More

Business News Planning

Luxury spa and restaurant coming to Ockley

1 May 2026

A “beautiful” and “fantastic” high-end luxury hotel, spa and fine dining restaurant set in the Surrey countryside has been
approved. Gatton Manor and Country Club will be transformed as part ... Read More

Community Council News

Saturday 9 May is Surrey Day - and this year, we’'re digging
deeper

SURREY3DAY

% &
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1 May 2026

Now in its eighth year, Surrey Day is about bringing communities together to celebrate everything that makes this county
so special. In 2026, the theme is Going Underground, and it’s ... Read More

Council Elections
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A call to vote at the new East Surrey Council election 7th May

LOCALGOVERNMENT
INSURREYIS CHANGING

1 May 2026

Voters Urged to Have Their Say in First East and West Surrey Council Elections With just one week to go until polling day
on Thursday 7 May, voters across Surrey ... Read More

Council Editorial Elections

East Surrey Council, an election that calls for distinction?

EPSOM & EWELL

IMES

30 April 2026

As voters in Epsom and Ewell prepare to elect representatives to the new East Surrey Unitary Council on 7th May, two
unfolding controversies raise a broader question: how should voters ... Read More

Council News

Dalton and Dallen double-down disclosure denial

Clir DALLEN
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ANSWER THAT... ANSWER THAT...
IT'S ELECTION (% IT'S ELECTION
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30 April 2026

Two senior Residents Association Epsom and Ewell Borough Council figures have refused to answer questions from
Epsom and Ewell Times, both claiming pre-election restrictions under the Local Government Act 1986 ... Read More

You can now watch online the Epsom & Ewell Times
Election Hustings

11 May 2026

THE EAST SURREY COUNCIL HUSTINGS
For EPS0OM AND EWELL

Residents from across the borough gathered at NESCOT on Wednesday (29th April) evening for a wide-ranging East
Surrey unitary council election hustings, hosted by Epsom and Ewell Times and chaired by local solicitor Lionel Blackman.

Six candidates representing the main political groups contesting the forthcoming elections addressed the audience,
setting out their priorities and responding to questions on key local issues. Those taking part were Eber Kington
(Residents’ Association), David Buxton (Liberal Democrats), Robert Geleit (Labour), Kieran Persand (Conservative),
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Yvonne Grunwald (Green Party) and Ben Cronin (Reform UK).

You can view the recording of the husting here.

Opening statements revealed both shared concerns and sharply differing approaches to local governance. Conservative
candidate Kieran Persand emphasised his party’s campaigning record on issues such as Green Belt protection and crime,
arguing that “track record” was the key distinction between parties.

Labour’s Robert Geleit drew on his long experience as a borough councillor, highlighting community engagement and
investment in disadvantaged areas, while also reflecting on his own personal journey overcoming adversity.

Liberal Democrat David Buxton focused on what he described as the need for “practical, joined-up solutions”, particularly
in road maintenance, special educational needs provision and infrastructure planning, arguing that current systems were
not delivering for residents.

Green Party candidate Yvonne Grunwald highlighted cost-of-living pressures, environmental protection and the need for
more community and youth spaces, pointing to her party’s growing representation locally.

Reform UK'’s Ben Cronin centred his remarks on transparency and accountability, calling for a “full review” of council
decisions and criticising what he described as wasteful spending, including issues surrounding the Rainbow Leisure
Centre.

Residents’ Association representative Eber Kington positioned his group as a non-party alternative focused purely on local
issues, stressing a positive campaigning approach and independence from national politics.

A lively question-and-answer session followed, with residents pressing candidates on practical concerns.

Road maintenance and potholes dominated the opening exchanges. Candidates broadly agreed the current system is too
reactive, though solutions varied. Conservatives pointed to increased funding and a need for more strategic planning,
Liberal Democrats argued for improved management and more in-house delivery, while others called for a return to long-
term resurfacing programmes rather than repeated short-term repairs.

Youth provision emerged as another major concern, with audience members highlighting the decline of youth clubs and
accessible spaces. Candidates across the political spectrum acknowledged the gap, suggesting a mix of direct council
investment, partnerships with charities and sports organisations, and better use of existing community facilities.

Questions on the future structure of local government prompted discussion on how communities would be represented
under the proposed East Surrey unitary authority. Candidates spoke of the need for stronger consultation, local
committees and improved transparency, though some warned that new structures must avoid becoming ineffective
“talking shops”.

Throughout the evening, a common theme was the challenge of translating broad promises—on roads, youth services and
local accountability—into deliverable policy within a new council structure.

The hustings provided voters with a rare opportunity to hear directly from candidates across the political spectrum ahead
of polling day. While there was broad agreement on the issues facing residents, the event highlighted clear divisions over
how they should be addressed—and who is best placed to deliver change.

::ﬁ,,l\&\

Photo: Hustings platform - L to R: Buxton, Persand, Kington, Blackman, Geliet, Grunwald, Cronin

A call to vote at the new East Surrey Council
election 7th May

11 May 2026

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
INSURREY IS CHANGING

Voters Urged to Have Their Say in First East and West Surrey Council Elections

With just one week to go until polling day on Thursday 7 May, voters across Surrey are being urged to take part in the

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
8


https://youtu.be/vCBKECQ5FHE
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-call-to-vote-at-the-new-east-surrey-council-election-7th-may
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/a-call-to-vote-at-the-new-east-surrey-council-election-7th-may

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

23rd July 2026

° L@
first elections for the new East Surrey and West Surrey unitary councils.

The vote marks a major step in the reorganisation of local government across the county. From 1 April 2027, the new
councils will assume responsibility for all key local services currently split between county and district/borough councils.
These include education, waste collection, highways, housing, planning, children’s services, adult social care and more.

Those elected next week will initially sit on Shadow Authorities for East and West Surrey. These bodies will oversee the
transition to the new system, including setting budgets and council tax levels, agreeing staffing structures and
governance arrangements, adopting codes of conduct, and preparing for the transfer of services ahead of vesting day.

Mari Roberts-Wood, Returning Officer for the East Surrey elections, said: “These elections are your opportunity to choose
who represents you on your new council and makes decisions on important local matters, including how the council is set
up, so be sure to use your vote.”

Andrew Pritchard, Returning Officer for the West Surrey elections, added: “Electors will be able to vote for up to two
different candidates to represent their ward. Remember, your vote is your decision and yours alone. You do not need to
tell anyone how you voted.”

Polling stations open 7am-10pm

Polling stations will be open from 7am to 10pm on Thursday 7 May. Voters attending in person must bring an accepted
form of photo ID. Without it, you will not be able to vote and will be asked to return with valid identification.

Accepted forms of ID include a UK, EEA or Commonwealth passport, a UK or EEA driving licence, biometric immigration
documents, and certain concessionary travel passes such as an older person’s bus pass or an Oyster 60+ card. A free
Voter Authority Certificate is also valid. Expired ID can still be used if the photograph remains a good likeness, but the
name must match the electoral register.

For full details of accepted identification, visit the Electoral Commission website.
Find your polling station

Voters are advised to check their poll card carefully before attending, as polling station locations may have changed. You
do not need your poll card to vote, but it provides useful details including your polling station.

You can find your polling station, ward, and a list of candidates by entering your postcode here:
surreylgrhub.gov.uk/elections/vote-person

If you have lost your poll card, you can still vote.

Those voting as a proxy must attend the polling station allocated to the person they are voting on behalf of, not their own.
Postal voting guidance

If you are voting by post, it is important to follow the instructions carefully to ensure your vote is counted. You may vote
for up to two candidates where applicable.

Make sure you:

complete your ballot paper in secret

fill in the postal voting statement correctly
place all documents in the correct envelopes
seal the envelope yourself

Postal votes should be returned as soon as possible. If you are unable to post it in time, you can hand it in at a polling
station up to 10pm on polling day.

Emergency proxy voting

If you are unable to vote in person due to illness, an emergency, or because your photo ID has been lost or damaged, you
can apply for an emergency proxy vote until 5pm on polling day.

Details and application forms are available via the Electoral Commission website.
Accessible voting

Polling stations are equipped to support voters with additional needs. This includes accessible entrances, low-level polling
booths and assistance from trained staff. Voters are encouraged to ask for help if required.

Further information

You can find more details about the elections, including wards and candidates, at:
surreylgrhub.gov.uk/elections

For broader information about the local government reorganisation in Surrey, visit:
surreylgrhub.gov.uk

General guidance on voting is available from the Electoral Commission.

For residents without internet access, local electoral services teams at district and borough councils can provide
assistance by phone.

The 7 May elections represent the first stage in establishing the new unitary councils, which will replace Surrey’s current
two-tier system in April 2027.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Council Editorial Elections

East Surrey Council, an election that calls for distinction?

EPSOM & EWELL

TMES

30 April 2026

As voters in Epsom and Ewell prepare to elect representatives to the new East Surrey Unitary Council on 7th May, two
unfolding controversies raise a broader question: how should voters ... Read More

Council News

Dalton and Dallen double-down disclosure denial

¥
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30 April 2026

Two senior Residents Association Epsom and Ewell Borough Council figures have refused to answer questions from
Epsom and Ewell Times, both claiming pre-election restrictions under the Local Government Act 1986 ... Read More

Council Elections

Epsom & Ewell Times Hosts East Surrey Election Hustings at
NESCOT

THE EAST SURREY COUNCIL HUSTINGS
For EPSOM AND EWELL

30 April 2026

Residents from across the borough gathered at NESCOT on Wednesday evening for a wide-ranging East Surrey unitary
council election hustings, hosted by Epsom and Ewell Times and chaired by local ... Read More

Crime Environment Volunteers

Cleaning up crime hotspot in Epsom
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29 April 2026

Last weekend, volunteers from Rotary, local residents’ groups and community organisations gathered behind Epsom
Centre to clean a small alleyway that has become a hotspot for litter and anti-social behaviour ... Read More

Community Faith Volunteers

150KG in Two Hours: Volunteers contribute to Epsom’s clean
environment

29 April 2026

Volunteers from the World Mission Society Church of God carried out a community clean-up in Epsom on Sunday 26 April,
collecting over 150kg of litter in just two hours. 41 ... Read More

Council Elections

Have Your Say: Epsom & Ewell Times to Host East Surrey
Election Hustings at NESCOT

=
EPSOM & E\VELL{
TINMES

EAST SURREY UNITARY
COUNCIL
ELECTION HUSTINGS

Hosted by Epsom & Ewell Times and NESCOT

7:00pm
Wednesday 29th April 2026

THEATRE 53 (formerlv Adrian Mann)

28 April 2026

With one of the most significant changes to local government in a generation fast approaching, residents in Epsom and
Ewell will have a rare opportunity to question those seeking to ... Read More

Arts Culture

Surrey Open Studios Returns - Discover Artists Near Epsom

an opportunity ‘
to visit artists studios i
in and around Surrey

¥ surrey artists
# open studios
7-22 June 2025

1lam-5Spm daily =
Thurs evenings -

™ . . i
& until 8pm
= S

28 April 2026

Art lovers in Epsom and Ewell are being invited to step inside artists’ working spaces this summer as the annual Surrey
Artists Open Studios returns from 6th to 21st June ... Read More

Community Health
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Epsom Family Highlights “Hidden” Loneliness Among Young
Adults with Mild Autism

28 April 2026

Friendship is one of life’s quiet essentials. It brings variety, confidence, and a sense of belonging. Yet for a growing
number of people, that connection is missing. National estimates suggest ... Read More

Horse racing Sports

Epsom Racecourse: preview and tips for today’s opening
Spring Meeting

28 April 2026

The Flat season at Epsom is back as the Spring Meeting, the traditional season opener at the track, arrives this afternoon.
Six races are slated for the card, kicking off ... Read More

Council Elections

East Surrey Political Map

28 April 2026

Surrey’s political map is looking far less predictable than it did five years ago, with Surrey County Council now under no
overall control ahead of crucial elections in May 2026. ... Read More

Council Elections

Guide to Epsom and Ewell candidates standing in the 7th May
East Surrey Unitary Council elections

Ul Garu YOU MUS | BRING PHU 1UGRAPHIG
IDENTIFICATION TO VOTE

You will not be able to vote unless you show
photographic identification to the polling
station staff.

Election of councillors to East
Surrey Council

Afull list of accepted photographic
ident et out within this docum

Date of election: Thursday 7 May 2026

Voting information
Polling day _| Thursday 7 May 2026

is
Voting hours_| 7am to 10pm Helpline: 01372 732000

Email: electoralservices@epsom-ewell.gov.uk
Web: www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk

Please open this poll card for your Polling
Station address and important

Due to boundary changes, you may be
voting in a different ward and/or a new
polling station.

You do not need to take this card with you in

order to vote. However, it may save time if

you take it and show it to the polling staff. 'OPEN
HERE,,

24 April 2026

The Epsom and Ewell Times has invited the candidates to submit their personal statements for publication. You can find
which division you are voting in by inspecting the reverse side ... Read More

Electoral register number: MA-723
The Returning Officer issued this card.

Crime News Policing
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Police confirm a female’s report of Epsom gang-rape was false

24 April 2026

In a statement issued by Surrey Police the report by a female of being the victim of rape by several men in Epsom on
Saturday 11th April near the Methodist ... Read More

Community Sports

Epsom Oddballs Bring Back the 2000 Perch as Beloved Local
Race Returns
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23 April 2026

Epsom Oddballs Running Club is bringing back a much-loved local race this summer, as the 2000 Perch returns to Epsom
Downs after years away from the Surrey running calendar. Set ... Read More

Arts Culture Environment

Living Rivers Exhibition Opens in Epsom

23 April 2026

“Our rivers bring the community together and inspire people to protect them,” organisers said as the Living Rivers
Exhibition officially opened at the Ebbisham Centre this week. The community-led exhibition, ... Read More

Football Sports

Epsom & Ewell Through to Cup Quarter-Finals After Shoot-Out
Drama

23 April 2026

Epsom & Ewell FC Sunday progressed to the quarter-finals of the Combined Counties Premier Challenge Cup after a
tense 0-0 draw with Sutton Common Rovers was settled by a composed ... Read More
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East Surrey Council, an election that calls for
distinction?

11 May 2026
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As voters in Epsom and Ewell prepare to elect representatives to the new East Surrey Unitary Council on 7th May, two
unfolding controversies raise a broader question: how should voters judge those seeking office when key decisions remain
unexplained?

At the centre of both issues is a bizarre but all the same political deployment of Section 2 of the Local Government Act
1986 to justify a refusal to answer questions. As previously reported, this provision is aimed at preventing political
publicity, not at preventing factual explanation. Yet it has been relied upon in two separate cases to decline engagement
with legitimate enquiries.

One concerns the Rainbow Leisure Centre, where a confidential council decision identified potential dilapidations of up to
£500,000 shortly after a change of operator. The public is still waiting for clarity on how such a liability arose. The other
concerns the signing of a submission in the name of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council relating to a proposed second tier
of governance above unitary councils, where questions remain about authority and process.

In both cases, the refusal to answer questions has come at a moment when accountability matters most — immediately
before an election.

This matters because local elections are not simply about party labels. They are about judgement, competence and
accountability. For nearly a century, the Residents’ Association has governed Epsom and Ewell, attracting many capable
and committed councillors who have avoided the severe financial problems seen in a number of Councils in West Surrey.
That record carries weight.

But continuity also brings its own challenges. Some councillors, including among the four who have left the ruling group
of Residents Association councillors since the last Borough elections, have raised concerns about the “undemocratic” style
of leadership in recent years. Others, still within the group, have expressed to Epsom and Ewell Times unease but
privately. Many councillors are not political operators by instinct and appear reluctant to challenge leadership decisions
publicly or otherwise “rock the boat”. Though the former main opposition LibDems on EEBC have not been without their
own divisions; they lost two of their four councillors to independent benches.

For voters, that creates a need to distinguish between individuals as well as affiliations. A candidate’s independence of
judgement, willingness to question, and approach to transparency may matter as much as their political alignment.

At the same time, the forthcoming election is not for the existing borough council but for a new authority covering a much
wider area. The East Surrey Council will bring together multiple districts into a single body responsible for all local
services. That change introduces a second consideration for voters: influence.

Available projections and polling suggest that no single grouping is guaranteed dominance, but that larger national
parties — including the Liberal Democrats and others with broader geographic bases — may be well placed to secure
significant representation across the new authority. A recent JLP Partners opinion poll has placed the Liberal Democrats a
nose ahead at 29% over a split right vote between Conservatives (25%) and Reform (27%). At a national level, the political
landscape itself appears increasingly fragmented, with gains forecast for smaller and emerging parties alongside shifts in
traditional support.

In that context, voters may find themselves weighing two different questions. One is who best represents Epsom and
Ewell locally. The other is which candidates are most likely to have influence within the Unitary Council that will take
decisions affecting the area for years to come.

Neither question has a simple answer. Voting for independent or Residents’ Association candidates may prioritise local
identity and continuity. Voting for candidates aligned with larger parties may offer a greater chance of being part of the
administration of the new authority.

What the current controversies underline is that accountability, transparency and willingness to engage with scrutiny are
central to that judgement. When questions about significant public decisions remain unanswered, voters are entitled to
take that into account.

The ballot on 7th May is therefore not only about the future structure of local government. It is also an opportunity for
voters to decide what standards they expect from those who seek to represent them.
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150KG in Two Hours: Volunteers contribute to
Epsom’s clean environment

11 May 2026

Volunteers from the World Mission Society Church of God carried out a community clean-up in Epsom on Sunday 26 April,
collecting over 150kg of litter in just two hours.

41 volunteers gathered to help tidy key areas of the town. After a short briefing, they split into two teams to cover
locations including the town centre, Epsom Square, Rosebery Park, Mount Hill Gardens and the car park near Lidl. The
event forms part of an ongoing litter-picking initiative by the group which has been carried out for 8 years, reflecting the
group’s continued commitment to the community and growing volunteer participation in recent years.

Working between 11am and 1pm, the teams focused on known litter hotspots, aiming to collect 40 bags and 150kg of
waste. Residents showed their appreciation throughout the morning, encouraging volunteers and recognising the positive
impact of their efforts. Alongside general litter, volunteers removed larger discarded items such as chairs, a vacuum
cleaner, toys, carts and even a traffic sign. These were sorted for proper disposal and recycling. By the end of the event,
49 bags of waste had been collected, weighing a total of 150.34kg exceeding the original target.

Volunteers said the result highlighted how teamwork can make a meaningful difference to the local environment. Sarah, a
first-time joiner of the clean-up campaign, shared that she was inspired by how the volunteers dedicated themselves to
helping the community and expressed her willingness and intention to take part in future activities. Andrei, a frequent
volunteer who has been taking part for four years, shared that it is the spirit and attitude of the volunteers that keeps him
coming back. “They are always ready to help the community,” he said, adding that everyone deserves to live in a cleaner,
more pleasant environment and that though our individual actions may seem small, in reality these can make a real
difference.

Staff from the Epsom & Ewell Borough Council also said to the volunteers, “Thank you to you and all of the society for
your continued efforts with events such as these; it is very much appreciated...”

Volunteers from the World Mission Society Church of God hope their efforts will continue to inspire others and contribute
to a cleaner, safer Epsom.

World Mission Society Church of God

Epsom racing season springs into action

11 May 2026

Epsom Racecourse report: Spring Meeting kicks off the new season as trainers John and Thady Gosden land a double on
the day - including a potential Derby runner shortening in price after Trial victory

The new Flat campaign is off and running at Epsom after its Spring Meeting took place on Tuesday and yielded a double
on the day for the Gosden’s, who saw one of their winners cut in price for the Derby.

Saxon Street maintained his unbeaten record when landing the Listed Blue Riband Trial on Tuesday’s card and has seen
his price more than halve to land the Derby at the same track on June 6.

Read below for a full report of the Epsom card courtesy of Sporting Life.
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Up first on the card was a mile novice stakes and the Gosdens landed the opener with Runman, another to maintain a
perfect record in his career when landing the contest by a length and three quarters as a very prohibitive 1-12 favourite
under jockey Oisin Murphy.

The mile and a quarter Blue Riband train was up next which was won by Saxon Street for Team Gosden, with William
Buick riding this time, scoring by two and a half lengths from Rebel Rocker in second. Odds-on favourite New Zealand for
Aidan O’Brien finished down the field in fourth.

Another mile and a quarter contest was up next at 3.15 and Rathgar landed the spoils here for trainer Jack Channon and
jockey Tom Marquand, scoring by a length from 5-2 favourite Sallaal in second with the winner making all and always
looking on top of proceedings.

A field of five tackled the mile and a half handicap in class three up next, where trainer Ian Williams picked up a win with
Night Breeze ridden by Rossa Ryan - who landed a double of his own on the card - by a comfortable three lengths as
Night Breeze landed the win just four days after finishing fourth at Musselburgh.

Ryan picked up a second win in succession when piloting On Message (2-1) to victory in the mile and a half a furlong class
four handicap, another cosy winner by two lengths for trainer Ralph Beckett, while the finale of the afternoon (4.58) went
the way of Shafdar, a three quarters of a length winner at odds of 15/2 to bag a second winner on the card for trainer
Williams.

Epsom results - Tuesday

2.05 - Runman (1-12F)

2.40 - Saxon Street (5-2)

3.15 - Rathgar (3-1)

3.50 - Night Breeze (5-2)

4.23 - On Message (2-1)

4.58 - Shafdar (15-2)

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0

Have Your Say: Epsom & Ewell Times to Host East
Surrey Election Hustings at NESCOT

11 May 2026
TIMIES
EAST SURREY UNITARY

COUNCIL
ELECTION HUSTINGS

Haosted by Epsom & Ewell Timas and NESCOT

T:00pm
Wednesday 29th April 2026

THEATRE 53 {formerly Adrian Manin)

With one of the most significant changes to local government in a generation fast approaching, residents in Epsom and
Ewell will have a rare opportunity to question those seeking to shape the area’s future.

Epsom & Ewell Times is hosting a public hustings for candidates standing in the forthcoming East Surrey Unitary Council
elections. The event will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 29th April at Theatre 53 (formerly The Adrian Mann Theatre),
NESCOT, Reigate Road, Ewell, and is open to all members of the public.

The elections on 7th May form part of the wider reorganisation of local government across Surrey, which will see the
abolition of existing borough and district councils, including Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, and the creation of new
unitary authorities. The new East Surrey authority will assume responsibility for a wide range of services currently split
between county and borough levels, including housing, planning, social care, highways and local infrastructure. Decisions
taken by the new council will therefore have a direct and lasting impact on the character, services and finances of the
area.

Against this backdrop, the hustings offers voters a vital opportunity to hear directly from leading candidates representing
the main political parties, to understand their priorities, and to challenge them on the issues that matter most locally.
From council tax and development to community services and democratic accountability, the evening will provide a forum
for open questioning and informed debate.

Epsom & Ewell Times is grateful to NESCOT for hosting the event, and in particular to its Chief Executive, Julie Kapsalis
MBE, for making the theatre available for what promises to be a well-attended and important civic occasion.

The format will allow candidates to outline their positions and respond to questions from the audience, ensuring that
residents are able to test the ideas and commitments of those seeking election before casting their votes.
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With the move to a unitary system raising important questions about local representation and governance, turnout and
public engagement will be crucial. Events such as this aim to strengthen local democracy by giving residents direct access
to those who wish to represent them.

Doors will open shortly before 7pm, and seating will be available on a first come, first served basis.
Residents are encouraged to attend, take part, and ensure their voices are heard ahead of polling day.
Attendance and any question for the hustings form

East Surrey Unitary Council candidates’ statements - Epsom and Ewell

Guide to Epsom and Ewell candidates standing in the 7th May East Surrey Unitary Council elections

>

——
——
N

Epsom and Ewell: East Surrey Unitary Council Hustings

Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell unitary election, a family affair?

Unitary Council candidates standing in Epsom and Ewell

Two unitary proposal confirmed

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council agrees to submit proposal recommending three unitary councils for Surrey

County council set to propose two unitary councils for Surrey
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