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Local runners reunite for triumphant return of the
Perch 2000
7 July 2026

There was a lively atmosphere on Friday evening as the local running community gathered for the return of the Perch
2000 run.

Hosted by the Oddballs Running Club, the event returned after a hiatus, bringing together runners, supporters and
volunteers for an evening of local sport on Epsom Downs.

The revival of the Perch 2000 was led by the club’s committee, with Peter Black and Mark playing key roles. Working with
the Epsom & Walton Downs Conservators, the team secured the venue and dealt with the practical arrangements needed
to bring the historic event back.

The organisers’ plans were then tested by soaring summer temperatures, which led to a safety-based postponement. The
run was rescheduled by a week at short notice, with cooler conditions on Friday evening providing a safer setting for
participants to take on the course.

Club member, local photographer and councillor Steven McCormick worked with Peter, Mark and the committee in
support of the event’s return.

“It’s just fantastic to see everyone out here again,” Mr McCormick said. “The Oddballs committee put in a monumental
amount of work to make this happen and to pull off the last-minute date change. Community events like this are the
heartbeat of our local area.”

Mr McCormick was also on the sidelines photographing the runners. A gallery of race-day photographs is available to
view and download on his website:

https://www.stevenmccormickphotography.com/f216411970

Mr McCormick is also a familiar face behind the camera at other local sporting events, including the annual Tadworth 10.

Brass in the Garden this Sunday

The Epsom & Ewell Silver Band will give its Summer Concert at the Old Moat Garden Centre this Sunday, starting at
5pm.

Tickets are available through the band’s website:

https://www.eesb.org.uk

The Perch 2000 image gallery can be viewed at:

https://www.stevenmccormickphotography.com/f216411970

Friend of George Washington who came to Epsom
after opposing armed revolt against the Monarchy
7 July 2026

Revd. Jonathan Boucher was the Vicar of Epsom for 20 of the last 25 years of the mediaeval church, 1785–1805.

Born in Blencago, Cumbria, into a family ruined by the Jacobite rebellion, he did however get to WIgton Grammar School
and eventually taught at St Bees.
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He emigrated to Virginia in 1772 at the age of 16 to teach there. He served first as a tutor to the children of plantation
owner Edward Dixon, and ran a school that had as a pupil Jackie Custis, stepson of George Washington.

He returned to England to be ordained and then returned and settled in Maryland through the patronage of the Governor
Sir Robert Eden. He settled in Caroline county as rector of St Mary’s Parish where he served until 1772.

He resided in Port Royal but wrote in his diary: “There was not a literary man, for aught I could find.”

He had become a personal friend of George Washington and sympathetic to the interests of the colonists. He opposed the
Stamp Act and the Vestry Act. He could not support armed resistance to the king.

He was always a sturdy Royalist and once thrashed a rebel Yankee blacksmith who had insulted his king and country and
this made him so unpopular that he had to return to England.

Indeed he had to hold the leader of his congregation at gunpoint to ensure his safe departure. He had been informed that
if he dared pray for King George he would be fired at in his pulpit.

Nothing daunted the next Sunday the resolute man ascended the pulpit stairs armed with two horse pistols, one of which
he laid on either side on his pulpit cushion; with this preamble he preached what has become known as his “Farewell
Sermon”.

In an unflinching sermon, on Nehemiah 6,10-11, he ended with this stinging passage.

“Unless I forbear praying for the king I have been notified that I am to pray no longer. No intimation could be more
distressing to me; but I do not require a moment’s hesitation distressing as the dilemma is. Entertaining my respect for
my ordination vow, I am firm in my Resolution, whilst I pray in public at all, to conform to the unmutilated Liturgy of my
Church and reverencing the injunctions of the Apostle ‘I will pray for the king and all who are in authority under him as
long as I live’. Yea while I have my being, I will, with Zadok, the priest and Nathan, the prophet, proclaim GOD SAVE THE
KING”

The Americans had no heart to fire at so bold and honest a man and Jonathan Boucher descended his pulpit stairs
unharmed.

On September 10, 1775 Revd. Boucher and his wife amidst tears and cries of their slaves, went aboard the ship “Nell
Goynne” and sailed for England, where he received a government pension.

No longer living a life of ease and affluence he was at first supported by William Stevens and Friends.

Wm Stevens was it was ten years later, through the good offices of Revd. J. Parkhurst, another member of Stevens’ circle,
he was appointed Vicar of Epsom in 1785.

While serving here in Epsom he gained a reputation as a writer and scholar and acquired a reputation as one of the finest
preachers of his day.

He made substantial contributions to William Hutchinson’s “History of the County of Cumberland” (1794) his home county
and where he was educated and had his first teaching post in St Bees.

St  Bees  School  is  on  the  Cumbrian  coast  below  Whitehaven.  Interestingly,  in  the  American  Revolutionary  War,
Whitehaven was raided by John Paul Jones the well known United States naval commander.

According to some this attack, in 1778, was the very last invasion of England.

He went on to write “A view of the Causes and Consequences of the American Revolution in thirteen discourses preached
in North America between the years 1763 and 1775 which he dedicated to George Washington published in 1797, as well
as “a Glossary of Provincial and Archaic Words, which was later used by the compilers of Webster’s Dictionary, and
“Reminiscences of and American Loyalist” published in the 1870’s.

A magisterial  biography and appreciation of  his  role in the revolution by Anne Young Zimmer “Jonathan Boucher:
Moderate Loyalist and Public Man” (1966). In a Wayne State University Dissertation can be found on the internet

In 1786 Boucher wrote to make a proposal of marriage to Miss Mary Elizabeth Foreman a lady of about his own age (48)
who had devoted herself to looking after two sick and elderly maiden aunts recently deceased.

She accepted the offer and, in anticipation of their union, Jonathan rented from Northey a large house on Woodcote Green
[Woodcote House] for £100 p.a., purchased a coach and four horses, hired seven servants etc to set up an establishment
in a “dear but genteel neighbourhood”.

Sadly, she, his second wife, survived only until 17 September1788.

Following her demise, Boucher had spent months away in Cumberland adding to his real estate at Blencogo but seems to
have returned in December 1788 to a ‘melancholy and uncomfortable home…at the Vicarage – extremely inconvenient
and quite too small especially for the books (he had ten thousand of them according to White and Hart, many collected for
an improved edition of Dr. Johnson’s English Dictionary), whilst impossible to be enlarged and improved at any reasonable
expense’.

He decided to purchase ‘a good house with about 5 acres of land on Clay-Hill’ although distant from the church and with
an unsatisfactory water supply: alterations to provide rooms for a library were not completed until July 1789.

Consequently, when Edwards conducted a survey for his COMPANION FROM LONDON TO BRIGHTHELMSTON the
vicarage house was occupied by ‘Miss Boucher’, the Vicar’s daughter.

Jonathan Boucher continued vicar of Epsom until his death in 1804.

Howard Bluett
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Image credits and licence: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/ St Martins as it is today not as in Boucher’s
time. Hugh Craddock. Portrait superimposed.

Epsom  and  Ewell  Town  Twinning  Association
presents Cyril  Frazer Awards for 2026
7 July 2026

The Epsom and Ewell Town-Twinning Association has presented its annual Cyril Frazer Awards, sharing a total of £500
between three local recipients.

The awards went to Nescot’s Performing Arts Department, the Epsom and Ewell Refugee Network, and musical theatre
student Julian Jackson.

Nescot received support towards its French-style cabaret production project. The Refugee Network was awarded funding
towards the cost of a professional musician for the Ukrainian ladies’ Renaissance Choir.

Julian, who studies at Laines Theatre Arts, received an award to assist with his continuing musical theatre studies.

Association chairman Nigel Collin said: “We were really impressed by the quality of these entries and the committee
decided that none of them deserved to miss out.

“So I am delighted that we are able to support all three and wish them well with their respective endeavours.”

The Cyril Frazer Award was established by the Twinning Association in memory of Cyril Frazer, who died in 2016.

Mr Frazer was Mayor of Epsom and Ewell when the borough was first twinned with Chantilly in 1995 and was a founding
member of the association.

Alongside his commitment to twinning, he had a strong interest in singing and was a keen member of the Epsom Male
Voice Choir.

Those interests are reflected in the award criteria. The annual £500 fund is available to individuals and groups within the
borough, with applications assessed against criteria including whether applicants live or study locally; meet a particular
need, including one connected with mental or physical health; benefit young people; have cultural or educational value;
relate to music or performing arts; further links with Chantilly; or support an important twinning or community event.

The prizes were presented at the Twinning Association’s annual general meeting at Epsom Town Hall on June 23 by the
Mayor of Epsom and Ewell and the association’s honorary president, Cllr Lucie McIntyre.

Related reports:

Epsom and Ewell Town-Twinning Association presents Cyril Frazer Awards for 2025

Epsom & Ewell’s French racing twin is a favourite

Whose Local Plan is it anyway?
7 July 2026

Dear Editor,

Why no review?

I read with interest your article of 2 June about the recent Local Plan consultation.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/
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Mr Brown’s contention that the consultation was unconstitutional was undoubtedly correct. This is because the Local Plan
documents being consulted on were required first to be ‘considered and approved’ by the Licensing and Planning Policy
Committee (LPPC) under the council’s constitution.

Digging a little further into this failure of the elected councillors to review Local Plan documents indicates that this is a
pervasive and deeply concerning issue.

The Local Plan is the single most important output, by the council,  for the future of the borough. Given the local
government reorganisation, it  should also be the council’s swan song; an opportunity to provide clear and positive
strategic direction for the next 14 years.

How has the council gone about achieving this? There are a plethora of articles in this paper highlighting repeated
failures of the Residents Association-led council to direct, review or challenge the Local Plan process over several years.
This would be concerning enough on its own, but is exacerbated by not just a reluctance, but an outright refusal by
Residents Association (RA) councillors to undertake the role they were elected to perform.

Reviews of Local Plan documents should have been happening frequently and as a matter of course. As they weren’t,
opposition councillors took the unusual step of working together to try to hold the council to account.

Motions have repeatedly been brought both to full council and to the LPPC attempting to require councillors to review
Local Plan documents, but on every occasion they have been voted down by RA councillors.

There appears, to interested observers, to have been a systematic and ongoing attempt to confound any and all attempts
to scrutinise the Local Plan. This has happened for several years, with the three most recent examples being:

The request by Cllr Lawrence in the 10 March 2026 LPPC meeting to review the new Local Plan documents
before they were submitted to the Inspector. The Monitoring Officer advised against allowing this request. The
Chair, Cllr O’Donovan confirmed he hadn’t even seen the documents being submitted but refused the request to
allow the committee to review them. Cllr Reynolds encouraged the Chair to put the decision to a vote but was
turned down. 

The mid-March 2026 request by Cllrs Persand, Freeman and Geleit to hold a Special meeting of the LPPC to
agree to review the Local Plan documents before they were submitted to the Inspector. The Monitoring Officer
delayed holding the meeting for 2 months until 19 May 2026, after the documents were submitted. The RA
councillors voted not to review the documents. 

Given the urgency of the matter and the failure of the LPPC to perform its role, on 11 June 2026, a request was
made  by  Cllrs  Persand,  Freeman,  Geleit,  Ames,  Howells,  Lawrence,  McCormick  and  Goldman  for  an
Extraordinary Council Meeting. The motion was to require the LPPC to review the Local Plan consultation
documents, and if appropriate approve them, in accordance with the constitution. The meeting should clearly
have been scheduled by the Monitoring Officer to occur prior to the 2 July public hearings on the consultation
documents. The Monitoring Officer has instead delayed the meeting until 21 July and tagged it onto the pre-
existing council meeting, after the consultation hearing has been completed.

The councillors mentioned above, from all opposition parties, should be applauded for their tenacity and their willingness
repeatedly to stand up for the residents they represent.

Residents are asking why the Monitoring Officer appears to repeatedly obfuscate, delay and obstruct, and why RA
councillors are not taking the lead, or at least supporting, attempts by opposition councillors to execute the roles they
were elected to perform.

Given all the above, it perhaps should come as no surprise that the RA was all but wiped out in the recent East Surrey
Council elections. Despite this, or perhaps because of it, the RA should take the opportunity to do what they should have
been doing all along, actively engaging with, and reviewing the Local Plan documents. They should be ensuring the
documents are factually correct (which in many instances they have not been), that they align with the council’s strategy
and that they represent the views of the borough’s residents.

This is the RA’s last chance either to redeem its reputation and leave the door open to a future return to council
membership, or to leave residents bitterly resenting the final failures of the group so many of us voted for over the years,
as they hammer nails into the coffin of the RA group’s legacy. 

Whose Local Plan is it anyway?

The Local Plan is written by the council and is the responsibility of the council throughout its drafting and execution.

Since the examination started last summer, council officers and councillors have repeatedly distanced themselves from
the changes officers have specifically proposed to the inspector. These council proposals include building on extensive
additional areas of green belt land such as Downs Farm, Priest Hill, Burgh Heath Road and Cuddington Glade.

Having actively put these sites forward, officers and councillors have denied responsibility, repeatedly arguing that it is
‘the inspector’s Local Plan’ and that they have no say in what happens.

It is worth highlighting that the government guidance says quite the opposite. When reviewing the council’s Local Plan,
the government is at pains to clarify that:

‘The Inspector will always bear in mind that the plan belongs to the LPA, and subject to the duty to ensure the plan’s
soundness, will not seek to impose his or her own views on its vision or its content.’
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(The ‘LPA’ is the Local Planning Authority, in this case Epsom and Ewell Borough Council).

It couldn’t be much clearer, councillors, the plan is your responsibility before, during and after the examination. If you
choose not to review proposals to put in deeply unpopular sites for development, you remain responsible for the proposals
and accountable to residents for them.

Will the RA councillors perform the role they were elected to perform and that the constitution requires, or will they
continue to shirk that responsibility? Time will tell, but that time is running out.

Yours faithfully,

Ben Cronin

Cheam Road

Epsom and Ewell

Related reports:

Fresh Local Plan row as residents challenge legality of latest Epsom and Ewell consultation

2nd July 2026
7 July 2026
Council Environment Food

Epsom and Ewell Council admit behind hygiene inspections

1 July 2026

The borough’s environmental health team has told councillors it is running behind on lower-risk food hygiene inspections
— deliberately prioritising higher-risk premises such as takeaways, schools and hospitals over sweet … Read More

Council Sports

“Come on” all tennis players in Epsom and Ewell

1 July 2026

A borough scheme charging residents to play tennis on council courts has taken in almost double its budgeted income in
its second full year, the Environment Committee – Tuesday 30th … Read More

Council Nature

Epsom  and  Ewell  Council  tiptoe  around  stepping  stones
“liability”.

1 July 2026
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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Environment Committee – Tuesday 30th June – has decided not to take on legal
responsibility for the historic stepping stones across the Hogsmill River, after … Read More

Council Environment

Ewell’s Library of Things finally to become a thing?

1 July 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Environment Committee – Tuesday 30th June – has agreed to grant a police-approved
outdoor storage unit in the grounds of Bourne Hall a five-year lease, … Read More

Business

Epsom company among Surrey  businesses  backed by  £20m
Start Up Loans funding

1 July 2026

An Epsom-based craft distillery is among more than 1,500 Surrey businesses to have benefited from over £20 million in
Start Up Loans funding since the national scheme began in 2012. … Read More

Community News

Around 100  attend  Epsom unity  event  after  April  far-right
disorder

1 July 2026

Around 100 people gathered in Rosebery Park for a community event intended to promote unity and reject racism
following far-right disorder in Epsom earlier this year. The free event, held … Read More

Council Finances Planning

House extension fees relief coming to Surrey?
1 July 2026

News that the Government could end the controversial house-extension taxes that slapped Waverley homeowners with
huge fines or even the prospect of jail has been welcomed. The Community Infrastructure Levy … Read More
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Community Health Volunteers

Surrey walkers invited to tackle five peaks for young people

30 June 2026

Local charity Surrey Care Trust is calling on walkers, families, friends and businesses to take on a 13-mile – or even 26-
mile – challenge across Surrey this year, helping young … Read More

Community Foodbank

Epsom  Foodbank  warns  of  summer  holiday  pressure  as
donations  fall

30 June 2026

Families facing the school summer break are increasingly worried about affording extra meals and snacks for children,
according to Good Company Surrey, which says donations to its foodbank operation are … Read More

Westminster

Former Epsom job centre worker hopes to question next PM in
Parliament

30 June 2026

A local marketing entrepreneur seeking Conservative parliamentary selection once went on television’s Blind Date with
the woman who later became Andy Burnham’s wife — and was working at Epsom Jobcentre … Read More

Council Environment Transport

Guildford clean air zone rejected

30 June 2026

A clean air zone will not be coming to Guildford after councillors accepted a report saying the costs would outweigh the
benefits of such a scheme. Guildford Borough Council’s cabinet … Read More

Council Environment Transport
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Link road to Leatherhead recycling centre disruption
26 June 2026

The critical link road to Leatherhead Recycling Centre is likely to be subjected to weeks of “inevitable” disruption while
“long awaited” repairs take place. It comes as the costs more than … Read More

A new clinic specialising in adult ADHD has opened
in Epsom & Ewell: Kiam Clinic
7 July 2026

For many adults, years of quietly struggling with focus, organisation, time management or restlessness can finally start to
make sense once ADHD is recognised. Yet with NHS waiting lists for assessment now stretching to several years in many
parts of the country, a growing number of people are choosing to seek answers privately.

When carried out properly, at a reputable, Care Quality Commission (CQC) registered clinic and by an experienced
specialist, a private ADHD assessment can be a genuinely life-changing step. It opens the door to the right understanding,
support and treatment.

A new clinic, Kiam Clinic, has opened in the heart of Epsom to bring expert, locally accessible adult ADHD care to the
Epsom and Ewell community.
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The clinic offers comprehensive adult  ADHD assessments and, where clinically appropriate,  ongoing treatment and
medication management, all delivered in line with national clinical guidelines. Its aim is to provide a clear, thorough and
compassionate route to diagnosis, helping people finally understand themselves and access the support they need to
thrive at work, at home and in everyday life.

Care at Kiam Clinic is led by Dr Abbass Mohammadinasab (MRCPsych), Consultant Psychiatrist and the clinic’s Founder.
Alongside his work at the clinic, Dr Abbass is a Senior Clinical Lecturer at King’s College Medical School and brings
extensive NHS and academic experience to every assessment he carries out.

Kiam Clinic is registered with and regulated by the Care Quality Commission (CQC), giving patients the reassurance of a
service that is safe, professional and held to recognised national standards.

The clinic occupies a spacious, purpose-equipped premises with more than 15 consulting rooms. As well as running its
own ADHD service, Kiam Clinic is helping to create a hub for healthcare in the local area: a number of its rooms are
available to rent to fellow practitioners, from therapists and counsellors to other medical and wellbeing specialists,
looking for high-quality, professional clinical space in Epsom.

The team says its goal is a simple one: to make expert psychiatric care more accessible to the local community, in a
welcoming and professional setting, while helping to reduce the long waits that so many people currently face.

Whether you have wondered for years whether ADHD might explain your experiences, or you are a practitioner looking
for a professional home for your own practice, Kiam Clinic extends a warm welcome to the Epsom and Ewell community.

To find out more about adult ADHD assessment and treatment, or about renting clinical space, visit the clinic’s website.

Website: https://kiamclinic.com

Email: enquiries@kiamclinic.com

Telephone: 01372660580

https://kiamclinic.com
mailto:enquiries@kiamclinic.com
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Sponsored article

Epsom Racecourse: Preview and Tips for Tonight’s
Seven-Race Meeting
7 July 2026

Always a competitive track, there are seven races at Epsom this evening, with a maiden and six handicap races on the
card.

Read on for a preview of and tips for the Epsom card, brought to you by BOYLE Sports, who have all the horse racing
odds.

We kick off with an apprentice handicap run over 10 furlongs (17.20). Toby Moore, son of legendary jockey Ryan Moore,
claims the most weight still, giving his ride – Oj Lifestyle – seven pounds. Imperial Cult, ridden by Jack Callan, seeks a hat-
trick, which might be tricky on this higher new mark, while Bobacious looks likely to appreciate the better ground today.
With Mason Paetel in the saddle, he looks a possibility here and has won at this track before.

Up next is a seven-furlong two-year-olds’ maiden (17.50). There are two newcomers here; Whiskey Galore and Bullrider,
but this isn’t an easy track to debut at. It might, therefore, be more worthwhile to consider the chances of those with
previous race experience. Shemiyla Star handled Pontefract first time out, which is promising for Epsom, while Foscarini
might improve for the better ground here.

Race three is a six-furlong handicap (18.22). Four of the runners won their latest races, and have all gone up in the
weights as a result. It could prove to be Goldwork’s time to shine here, on a workable mark and at a track he ought to
handle. 

A mile and a half handicap follows (18.57). Central Command seeks a hat-trick on a new high mark, while Alma Latina
steps into handicap company for the first time having won a maiden last month. Timber Twelve might sneak into the
placings on a lower mark today, and Tabasko makes some appeal too, although this might be a tough ask for a three-year-
old. 

The fifth race is a division of a mile and a half handicap (19.32). Pablo Prince is a consistent if rarely winning sort, who
just might have an opportunity here. Lilykoy is untested on a track like this and makes her first handicap start, but her
pedigree suggests propensity for these undulations. 

In the second division (20.07), both Gearing’s Point and Nymphaea won their latest starts. With the former probably the
most likely of the two to oblige again. Naranka looks handy after placing last time out, while Ricardo Phillips enters
calculations too, but might need the run here. 

Finally, racing concludes with a seven-furlong handicap (20.42). Bell Shot is on an attractive mark and has a further five
pounds given by his claiming rider. Mission Command was a winner last time out but this new mark might prove to be
beyond him. Musical Angel likes this track and looks more likely. 

Epsom selections – Wednesday:

17.20 – Bobacious

17.50 – Shemiyla Star, Foscarini to place

18.22 – Goldwork

18.57 – Tabasko e/w

19.32 – Lilykoy

20.07 – Naranka

20.42 – Bell Shot

Horses racing Image: Credit Paul. CC BY 2.0
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Surrey  walkers  invited  to  tackle  five  peaks  for
young people
7 July 2026

Local charity Surrey Care Trust is calling on walkers, families, friends and businesses to take on a 13-mile – or even 26-
mile – challenge across Surrey this year, helping young people overcome barriers, build confidence and create brighter
futures.

Surrey Care Trust’s 5 Peaks Challenge will see participants take on either a half-marathon or full-marathon distance walk,
tackling the “five peaks of Surrey”: St Martha’s Hill, Newlands Corner, Leith Hill, Holmbury Hill and Pitch Hill.

The event aims to raise funds for the charity’s work with young people across Surrey.

For many young people, the biggest obstacles are not physical. Low confidence, anxiety, a lack of skills or uncertainty
about the future can make it difficult to remain connected to education, training and employment.

Surrey  Care  Trust  provides  alternative  education,  mentoring,  confidence-building activities,  skills  development  and
practical support to help young people recognise their potential and move towards a positive future.

Through its Steps2Work programme, the charity says it  has supported hundreds of young people into employment,
education, training and volunteering.

“Everyone faces challenges in life, and sometimes young people need someone to help them find their way forward. The 5
Peaks Challenge is a fantastic opportunity for the Surrey community to come together, take on a personal challenge and
help  young people  build  confidence and achieve their  goals,”  said  Rachel  Perez-Lofty,  Fundraising and Marketing
Manager.

The  bespoke  orienteering  route  offers  participants  the  chance  to  challenge  themselves  while  enjoying  Surrey’s
countryside, whether walking alone, with friends or as part of a workplace team.

“The Surrey 5 Peaks Challenge really is an adventure not to be missed. I speak from experience. Expert organisation,
stunning Surrey Hills countryside, the challenge of the five peaks, fresh air and the chance to meet other walkers all
combine to make the day something very special.

“By taking part, you will be helping support vulnerable young people and families across Surrey. You really can make a
difference,” said Teresa, a long-time Surrey 5 Peaks walker.

Surrey Care Trust is encouraging people of all abilities to take part, whether they are experienced walkers or simply
looking for a new challenge.

The event takes place on Saturday 12 September 2026, following a route from Shamley Green to Wootton and back to
Shamley Green.

To register, visit:

https://www.surreycaretrust.org.uk/event/charity-challenge-event-surrey-5-peaks-challenge-2026/

Surrey Care Trust supports people across Surrey to overcome barriers, build skills and create better futures through
mentoring, education, training and community support.

Surrey Care Trust

25th June 2026
7 July 2026
Council Housing Planning

Epsom’s  Woodcote  Stud  homes  plan  approved  despite
transport  and  Green  Belt  concerns
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24 June 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has approved plans to redevelop the former Woodcote Stud site in Wilmerhatch Lane
with 14 homes — half of them affordable — and expanded supported-living … Read More

News Transport

Epsom rail  passengers  urged  to  travel  only  if  essential  as
extreme heat disrupts services

23 June 2026

Rail passengers using Epsom station are being urged to avoid all but essential journeys on Wednesday and Thursday as
extreme heat is expected to bring disruption across Surrey’s rail network. … Read More

Arts Culture

Seasoned singing from Epsom Choral Society

22 June 2026

Epsom Choral Society concert – June 20th 2026 The Four Seasons is surely one of the world’s best loved and most widely
played pieces of classical music. Written by the great … Read More

Community Council Volunteers

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council Invites Community to Share
‘A Million Acts of Hope’

18 June 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, in partnership with the Epsom & Ewell Refugee Network, is inviting residents to take
part in A Million Acts of Hope during Refugee Week this June – … Read More

Council Transport

Surrey County Council launches new home charging option for

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-woodcote-stud-homes-plan-approved-despite-transport-and-green-belt-concerns
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-woodcote-stud-homes-plan-approved-despite-transport-and-green-belt-concerns
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-woodcote-stud-homes-plan-approved-despite-transport-and-green-belt-concerns
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/news
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment/transport
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-rail-passengers-urged-to-travel-only-if-essential-as-extreme-heat-disrupts-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-rail-passengers-urged-to-travel-only-if-essential-as-extreme-heat-disrupts-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-rail-passengers-urged-to-travel-only-if-essential-as-extreme-heat-disrupts-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-rail-passengers-urged-to-travel-only-if-essential-as-extreme-heat-disrupts-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-rail-passengers-urged-to-travel-only-if-essential-as-extreme-heat-disrupts-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/arts
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/culture
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seasoned-singing-from-epsom-choral-society
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seasoned-singing-from-epsom-choral-society
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seasoned-singing-from-epsom-choral-society
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seasoned-singing-from-epsom-choral-society
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/community/volunteers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-community-to-share-a-million-acts-of-hope
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-community-to-share-a-million-acts-of-hope
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-community-to-share-a-million-acts-of-hope
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-community-to-share-a-million-acts-of-hope
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewell-borough-council-invites-community-to-share-a-million-acts-of-hope
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/category/transport-and-environment/transport
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-county-council-launches-new-home-charging-option-for-ev-drivers


15th October 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
13

EV drivers

18 June 2026

Surrey County Council has launched a new option for residents without off-street parking to be able to charge their EVs
from home by having a cable gully installed. The cable … Read More

Community Health

Heart  attack  survivor  abseils  hospital  with  Epsom  NHS
daughter

18 June 2026

A heart attack survivor has abseiled down the side of St Helier Hospital with his daughter, an occupational therapist at
Epsom Hospital, to raise money for the charity supporting both … Read More

Council Education Environment

£125,000 for Surrey schools to tackle the impact of climate
change

18 June 2026

Surrey County Council is investing a further £125,000 to help schools across the county adapt to the growing impacts of
climate change. Schools can apply for grants of between £5,000 … Read More

Council Finances

Epsom & Ewell  Council  blocks  release  of  Rainbow Leisure
Centre condition papers

18 June 2026

Epsom and Ewell Times to appeal to Information Commissioner after EEBC withholds inspection and dilapidation records
linked to reported £500,000 repair exposure. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has upheld its … Read More
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Seasoned singing from Epsom Choral Society
7 July 2026

Epsom Choral Society concert – June 20th 2026

The Four Seasons is surely one of the world’s best loved and most widely played pieces of classical music. Written by the
great eighteenth century Italian composer and violin virtuoso Antonio Vivaldi, this set of four violin concertos is a purely
instrumental  piece,  so  its  appearance  in  Epsom Choral  Society’s  summer  concert,  performed to  an  attentive  and
enthusiastic audience, merits a little explanation.

What we heard on this warm summer’s evening in Cheam was a new choral re-imagining of Vivaldi’s masterpiece,
published last year to coincide with the 300th anniversary of its publication in 1725. Entitled A Season to Sing, it is the
work of composer and singer Joanna Forbes L’Estrange and has already been performed over seventy times.

Under the skilled leadership of their conductor, Julian Collings, and accompanied by a terrific quartet of professional
string players, Epsom Choral Society sang the piece’s familiar melodies with confidence and spirit. And when required
they brought the same confidence and spirit to whistling, whispering, clicking and stamping – which also requires a bit of
explanation.

As the name suggests, each of the pieces that comprise The Four Seasons represents a different season and unusually
Vivaldi provided for each one a short descriptive poem, possibly of his own creation. The poems are full of vivid imagery
appropriate to each time year – buzzing flies, barking dogs, sudden downpours, chattering teeth and so on – which Vivaldi
represents faithfully,  and brilliantly,  in his music.  When you add to these instantly recognisable details a string of
charming melodies and Vivaldi’s sparkling violin writing it’s easy to see why the piece retains its popularity.

To create A Season to Sing,  Joanna Forbes L’Estrange had to graft voice parts on to Vivaldi’s original, along with
appropriate texts, and unsurprisingly some sections of the work lend themselves more readily to this approach than
others. But as a past Musical Director of the famous Swingle Singers, she knows something about how voices can be used
to recreate instrumental music and clearly relished the challenge of translating Vivaldi’s special effects into vocal sounds.
The  choir  certainly  gave  a  committed  and  full-bodied  performance  of  this  interesting  new addition  to  the  choral
repertoire. 

This was all after the interval. The first half of the concert consisted of two works by the Norwegian-American composer
Ola Gjeilo – Dark Night of The Soul and its companion piece Luminous Night of The Soul – along with Morten Lauridsen’s
contemporary classic Sure on This Shining Night.

These three pieces suited the choir  perfectly,  highlighting its  precise and powerful  singing,  and at  the same time
showcased the skills of their accomplished musical professionals. Julian Collings, a genial and energetic presence on the
podium, had put together a programme which would challenge any choral society, but the clarity and sensitivity of his
conducting brought out the very best in his singers. The sinuous melodic lines and shimmering harmoniesof Sure on This
Shining Night glowed brightly and provided a welcome moment of calm after the driving rhythms of Dark Night.

At times in both Dark and Luminous NightGjeilo relegates the choir to an accompanying role and thrusts the piano onto
centre stage. It needs a really good pianist to bring this off and in the choir’s regular pianist Peter Jaekel we had an
outstanding one. His fluent, controlled playing made light work of Gjeilo’s tricky piano writing. Those members of the
audience unfamiliar with Gjeilo’s music will certainly have had their interest sparked by Epsom Choral Society’s stirring,
robust performances of these two works; one lady I spoke to told me she had never heard any of Gjeilo’s music before but
intended to search out some recordings as soon as she got home. I’m sure she wasn’t the only audience member to be
attracted to this increasingly popular composer’s sound-world.

Thanks are due to  Epsom Choral  Society  for  a  concert  of  interesting repertoire  and strong performances,  with a
beautifully designed, informative programme booklet and a free glass of wine in the interval. A delightful way to spend a
fine summer evening.

Review by Ian Assersohn

18th June 2026
7 July 2026
Business Council Crime
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Epsom town centre licensing clampdown rejected — for now

17 June 2026

Epsom and Ewell councillors have decided not to begin work on a tougher licensing policy for Epsom town centre, after a
debate over whether late-night crime and anti-social behaviour justify … Read More

Arts Community Culture

Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend launches in Egham this summer

16 June 2026

A major new poetry festival is coming to Surrey this summer, as the Surrey Poet Laureateship launches its first annual
poetry festival. Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend ’26 will take place … Read More

Business Health

Epsom  counselling  service  aims  to  make  therapy  more
accessible

16 June 2026

Mental health challenges can affect anyone, at any stage of life. Yet many people still struggle to access the support they
need because of long waiting lists, financial pressures or … Read More

Arts Culture

Epsom  &  Ewell  Silver  Band  brings  sunshine  and  brass  to
Kensington  Gardens

16 June 2026

Visitors to Kensington Gardens were treated to an afternoon of brass music on Sunday 14 June, as the Epsom & Ewell
Silver Band performed at the historic Kensington Gardens Bandstand. … Read More

Business Health
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A brand-new pregnancy scanning clinic has opened in Epsom &
Ewell

15 June 2026

With pregnancy being one of the most special times in an expectant parent’s life, many choose to make the journey even
more memorable by having additional scans outside the NHS … Read More

Business Education

Surrey  research:  independent  directors  help  rein  in  bossy
bosses

14 June 2026

Surrey research: independent directors help rein in risky CEO pay New research from the University of Surrey suggests
that independent company directors may be more effective at scrutinising executive pay … Read More

Council Council constitution

Mayoralty is not for Surrey Leader

13 June 2026

Surrey County Council’s outgoing leader says he will not seek to become the county’s mayor if and when the role is
created. Councillor Tim Oliver, who has led the county … Read More

Community Council Environment

Surrey praises Libraries of Things as Ewell scheme offers test
borrowing

13 June 2026

Surrey County Council has hailed its growing network of “Libraries of Things” as a smarter and greener way for residents
to borrow useful household items rather than buying them — … Read More
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Surrey’s  Big Poetry Weekend launches in Egham
this summer
7 July 2026

A major new poetry festival is coming to Surrey this summer, as the Surrey Poet Laureateship launches its first annual
poetry festival.

Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend ’26 will take place on Saturday 1 and Sunday 2 August 2026 at the Egham Literary Institute.

The festival has been created by the Surrey Poet Laureateship CIC, a self-funded, volunteer-led organisation founded in
2024. In its first two years, the Laureateship says it has delivered eight free Poetry Hubs across the county, created more
than 5,000 engagements with poetry, established more than 20 partnerships and welcomed more than 200 open mic
performers to the stage.

Organisers  say  the  new  weekend  festival  will  celebrate  Surrey’s  poets  while  also  bringing  nationally  recognised
contemporary UK poets to the county.

Adam Gary, President of the Surrey Poet Laureateship, said: “When we launched the Surrey Poet Laureateship, people
told us poetry was struggling. What we’ve found is the opposite. People are hungry for connection, creativity, and spaces
where they can express themselves and be heard.

“Everything we’ve built has been powered by volunteers, belief, and an extraordinary community. Surrey’s Big Poetry
Weekend is our biggest leap yet.

“We’re bringing together nationally recognised poets, celebrated Surrey voices, and complete newcomers under one roof
because we believe poetry should belong to everyone. We want people to leave inspired, connected, and excited about
what poetry can do.”

The weekend programme will include headline performances, talks, panel discussions, workshops and community meet-
ups.

Poets appearing at the festival include Len Pennie, Bradley Taylor and Dakota Warren, alongside Surrey poets and
emerging voices.

Talks will  explore poetry, creativity and literary life,  with speakers including Adam Gary, Nia Broomhall  and Katie
Griffiths. Panel discussions will bring together poets, performers, educators and creatives to consider poetry’s place in
modern life.

Topics include Finding Your Voice: Poetry, Wellbeing and Empowerment, looking at how poetry can support wellbeing,
self-expression, confidence and resilience.

Another panel,  Poetry Without Borders:  How Different  Voices Shape the Art,  will  consider how poetry can bridge
communities, preserve heritage and create understanding across different backgrounds and lived experiences.

The programme will also include Poetry in the Digital Age: Social Media and the Modern Poet. Guest panellists are
expected to include Len Pennie, Bradley Taylor, Adam Gary, Shaniqua Benjamin and others.

Workshops will cover writing, performance, creativity and spoken word. These include a performance workshop led by
Bradley Taylor and a poetry for beginners workshop led by Surrey Poet Laureate Adam Gary.

A key feature of Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend will be its Community Meet-Ups initiative, allowing festivalgoers to help
shape the festival experience themselves.

Organisers are inviting attendees to arrange their own gatherings across the weekend, whether focused on Victorian
poetry, spoken word, performance technique, niche poetry movements or simply meeting other creative people.

Tori Monks, Vice President of the Surrey Poet Laureateship, said: “One of the things that makes the Laureateship so
special is that it welcomes everyone, regardless of their experience with poetry.

“As someone who is new to the poetry world myself, I know how important that sense of openness can be. Our inaugural
programme is packed with an incredible line-up of events,  performances and voices,  offering something to inspire,
entertain and engage adults of all ages and backgrounds. We can’t wait to welcome everyone and celebrate poetry
together.”

The Surrey Poet Laureateship says the festival is the next stage in two years of community-building, volunteer effort and
work to make poetry more accessible.
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Despite operating without regular funding, the organisation says it has created free creative opportunities for thousands
of people across the county through workshops, outreach projects, open mics, competitions and community partnerships.

Organisers hope Surrey’s Big Poetry Weekend will become an annual fixture in the county’s cultural calendar, attracting
nationally recognised poets while continuing to nurture local voices and emerging talent.

Early Bird weekend passes have already sold out. General release day passes are now available.

For more information, visit www.surreypoetlaureateship.org.

The Surrey Poet Laureateship is based at The Literary Institute, 51 High Street, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9EW.
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