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Process matters — but so does the balance sheet

22 January 2026

EPSOM & EWELL

TIMES

Epsom & Ewell Times has recently published a run of stories raising concerns about process, openness and transparency
at Epsom & Ewell Borough Council (EEBC). Those issues matter. A council can deliver services and still fall short on how
it explains itself, records decisions, shares information, and responds to scrutiny.

But if we are going to judge the borough fairly, we should also place EEBC in a wider Surrey context — particularly on the
question that has become existential for parts of local government: financial resilience. In this respect we are all lucky not
to be living in one of a number of other Surrey boroughs which carry massive debt.

A Surrey league table no council wants to top

Using each district and borough council’s reported borrowing position and dividing by population, the county picture is
stark. A small number of councils sit in an entirely different universe of debt-per-resident — Woking and Spelthorne above
all, with Runnymede also far ahead of the pack.

At the other end, councils such as Reigate & Banstead report minimal borrowing compared to the Surrey outliers.

EEBC, on the same simple “borrowing per head” measure, is firmly in the low-debt group — nowhere near the high-risk
profile that has dominated headlines elsewhere.

What this means for EEBC’s story

It would be a mistake to pretend that “good finances” cancels out “poor process”. It doesn’t. Residents are entitled to
proper explanations, accessible records, timely disclosure, and a culture that treats scrutiny as a civic asset rather than a
nuisance.

But it would also be a mistake to ignore that, in Surrey terms, EEBC’s financial position looks comparatively restrained —
particularly when set against the scale of borrowing reported by the county’s worst-affected councils.

That relative prudence matters because Surrey is heading toward local government reorganisation. When structures
change, it is the underlying financial inheritance — and the habits that created it — that shape what services survive,
what investments stall, and what risks get handed on.

The Residents’ Association question

EEBC is unusual in one respect: it is dominated by Residents’ Associations rather than the national parties. Some voters
might reasonably assume that an administration not driven by national political goals would be best-in-class on the
basics of local stewardship — especially finance.

Yet “not being party political” is not, by itself, a guarantee of excellence. A locally rooted administration can still fall into
bad habits: weak challenge, insularity, a defensive attitude to information, or an over-reliance on officer-led process that
leaves elected members appearing remote from key decisions.

If EEBC wants to claim the mantle of the “competent local alternative”, then the test is simple: keep the financial
discipline — and raise the bar on transparency to match it.

Cllr Shanice Goldman'’s defection to the Conservative Party and her reasons contain some irony in this context. The super-
debt league leaders of Surrey Districts’ table of financial infamy are or were Conservative led during their plunges into
debt despair.

A constructive conclusion

EEBC’s comparatively modest borrowing position gives it something precious: room to manoeuvre. The council should use
that room not to relax, but to improve how it governs: publish clearer narratives, make decision trails easier to follow,
treat FOI and public questions as part of democratic health, and build trust through routine openness rather than reactive
disclosure.

In other words: Surrey shows us what happens when the balance sheet breaks. EEBC should ensure that, locally, the
democratic culture doesn’t.
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Related reports:

Another Epsom and Ewell Borough Council cover-up of criticism?

A Decision Not Fully Bourne Out?

Epsom Councillor claims he is being silenced for his transparency concerns
Cllr Dallen accused of £1/2 m Epsom & Ewell Council cover-up

Goldman sacks the Epsom and Ewell Residents Association

Surrey districts “debt per head” league table

(£ per resident; higher = more debt per head)

1. Woking - ~£21,145 per head (total borrowing ~£2.180bn at 31 Mar 2025).
Spelthorne - ~£10,299 per head (long-term borrowing ~£1.042bn at 31 Mar 2025).
Runnymede - ~£6,553 per head (long-term borrowing ~£587.1m at 31 Mar 2025).
Surrey Heath - ~£2,029 per head (borrowing ~£183.4m at year end).

SIS

. Guildford - ~£1,842 per head (borrowing shown as £74.040m short-term + £201.508m long-term at 31 Mar
2025).

6. Mole Valley - ~£1,192 per head (see caveat) (snippet-reported “external borrowing” ~£103m, referenced to
its audited 2022/23 position).

7. Tandridge - ~£1,088 per head (see caveat) (figure inferred from the draft accounts extract available in search
results; I was not able to open the full PDF again to verify the precise borrowing line-item).

8. Epsom & Ewell - ~£796 per head (borrowing ~£64.427m at 31 Mar 2025).

9. Elmbridge - ~£353 per head (see caveat) (accounts page was blocked to me; borrowing figure comes from the
published accounts snippet indicating borrowing outstanding at 31 Mar 2025).

10. Reigate & Banstead - ~£33 per head (balance sheet shows £5.0m short-term borrowing and no long-term

borrowing at 31 Mar 2025).

Caveat

Councils report “deficit” in several non-equivalent ways (e.g., accounting deficit on provision of services, general fund
outturn variance, in-year overspend funded by reserves). EET had difficulty sourcing the figures for Waverley.

22nd January 2025

22 January 2026

Council News

Another Epsom and Ewell Borough Council cover-up of
criticism?

16 January 2026

Following closely behind the storm over the secrecy around the apparent failure of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council to
maintain over 20 years an adequate landlord’s oversight of The Rainbow ... Read More
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Council Letters

A Decision Not Fully Bourne Out?

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

16 January 2026

From Councillor Alex Coley. Dear Editor, I read Emily Dalton’s article Ewell’s “UFO” shaped Bourne Hall to take off anew
in the Epsom & Ewell Times with great interest, for ... Read More

Council Council constitution

Epsom Councillor claims he is being silenced for his
transparency concerns

16 January 2026

A meeting of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Standards and Constitution Committee on 15th January exposed sharp
tensions over councillors’ scrutiny rights and the handling of Code of Conduct complaints, ... Read More

News Sports

Ashtead Tennis Club gets set to expand

Sport in Mole Valley is set to get a boost after plans for a new clubhouse, that will allow Ashtead Tennis Club to offer
more to the community, was approved. ... Read More

16 January 2026

Council Council constitution Letters

More erudition on local government reorganisation in Epsom
and Ewell

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

16 January 2026

Dear Editor, In his letter of 13 January Trevor Burt makes a number of good points, including rightly calling out the
determination of the ruling Residents Association (RA) clique to ... Read More

Council Education News
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Ewell’s “UFO” shaped Bourne Hall to take off anew

16 January 2026

A Surrey museum is set to get a long-awaited boost to make the tired building come to life again. Epsom and Ewell
Borough council unanimously backed plans to invest in ... Read More

Arts Culture Education

Students Tuesday takeover of Epsom Picturehouse

16 January 2026

Students from University for the Creative Arts (UCA) in Epsom are set to return to Epsom Picturehouse later this month
with another imaginative cinema takeover - this time built around ... Read More

Business Council News

Surrey businesses benefit from County grants

16 January 2026

Greentech innovators and gourmet food producers are among businesses benefiting from a further £1 million investment
into the county’s economy by Surrey County Council. Nearly 30 companies and entrepreneurs are ... Read More

Business Education News

Surrey Uni powering hydrogen and low carbon energy

16 January 2026

A new partnership between the University of Surrey and leading clean energy technology company Ceres aims to speed
up the development of next-generation clean power systems and hydrogen production - ... Read More

Community Health

Green escape to wellness for Surrey’s anxious
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A new photography exhibition by Active Prospects is shining a light on the power of nature, creativity, and personalised
wellbeing support. The stunning images on display were all taken by ... Read More

News Policing

A Surrey Police career goes to pot

ﬂndsl’ﬂf@l‘el}' wilnfebety
declareand 5=+

16 January 2026
A former Surrey Police officer has been banned from policing for life after she smoked cannabis and then lied about it, a
misconduct panel ruled. Zara Ali was dismissed following ... Read More

Arts Culture News

Epsom Dance Group in World Championship

16 January 2026
An Epsom-based dance competition team is preparing to take to the international stage after being selected to represent
Team England at the Dance World Cup 2026 in Dublin next summer. ... Read More

Business News Planning

Council’s refusal leaves Esher’s Marquis of Granby derelict

16 January 2026
The owners of the Marquis of Granby in Esher have hit back at ElImbridge Borough Council after it refused to recognise
the venue as a restaurant. They said the decision ... Read More

Council Finances

What to do with an old Town Hall - lessons for Epsom?
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Hundreds of thousands of pounds have been spent on consultants - yet Elmbridge Borough Council still does not know
what to do with its offices, say opposition councillors. They have ... Read More

A Decision Not Fully Bourne Out?

22 January 2026

LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

From Councillor Alex Coley.
Dear Editor,

I read Emily Dalton’s article Ewell’s “UFO” shaped Bourne Hall to take off anew in the Epsom & Ewell Times with great
interest, for a number of reasons.

I took part in the LGA Cultural Peer Challenge which looked at options for the future of Bourne Hall Museum in August
last year. At that time, I was the lead Independent councillor in England for sector-led improvement, which is the local
government policy area under which LGA peer challenges take place.

The peer challenge was notable for two things: firstly, the short notice and brevity of information provided; and secondly,
the non-attendance of all but one Residents’ Association councillor (a former employee of Bourne Hall) at the group
session where we met with the peer team. Seven RA councillors were invited, including the Leader of the Council. All four
leaders of the opposition political groups were in attendance.

In October, I wrote to the Council’s Chief Executive asking when the report would be published, as is expected in all LGA
peer challenges. I was told it would form part of the Community & Wellbeing Committee papers on 13 January 2026.
When I noticed that the report was not included in the committee papers, I wrote again to the Chief Executive asking why
not, and was told this would be sorted out, with the admission that she had thought it would be included. Yet it was never
published or shown to members at the committee.

The day after members voted on the decision, I received a further email from the Chief Executive explaining that it had
been decided to incorporate a high-level executive summary of the peer challenge report instead, as this was felt to better
fit with the focus of the committee report. I was told this decision was taken in conjunction with the committee chair, Cllr
Clive Woodbridge. The peer challenge report has still not been made public and, as such, I have submitted a Freedom of
Information request to obtain it.

Internally, I understand that the report contains findings by the LGA peer team which are not favourable to Epsom &
Ewell Borough Council. These reportedly include:

* General confusion and mixed messages about the museum’s closure

= A decision to exclude stewardship and governance questions from the scope of the museum’s future

Failure to complete work recommended in a 2023 review of Bourne Hall

= Disproportionate recharge costs which do not reflect the true running costs of the museum

Frustration on the part of the peer team at being unable to access more detailed income and expenditure
information relating to Bourne Hall

Fragmented staffing structures which may be contributing to gaps in communication, information-sharing and
missed opportunities

Should I infer that the reason the report has not been made public is embarrassment to the Council, rather than a genuine
desire for a high-level summary to better fit the focus of the committee report?
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Cllr Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Committee, accepted that, “in hindsight”, the LGA report
should have been included in the committee papers, after being challenged by Cllr Bernie Muir and Cllr Rob Geleit during
the meeting. And yet, at the time of writing, it has still not been shared with the public.

Will it be made public before the Strategy & Resources Committee considers the £359,000 requested spending?
Yours faithfully,

Cllr Alex Coley
Independent - Ruxley

Related reports:
Ewell’s “UFO” shaped Bourne Hall to take off anew

Another Epsom and Ewell Borough Council cover-up of criticism?

Puppy School has arrived in Epsom!

22 January 2026
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m Owning the perfect puppy has never been easier now that “Puppy School” has arrived in Stoneleigh, Epsom!

m “Puppy School” is a UK-wide network of professional dog trainers and Angelika received her own tutor training from
renowned author, dog trainer and canine behaviourist Gwen Bailey.

Six weekly lessons held in St John’s Church Hall, Stoneleigh run by Angelika, are based on kind, gentle and effective
methods. Angelika teaches owners how to improve their dogs’ obedience and ensure their puppies become good-
mannered, well-balanced pets — friendly with adults, children and other dogs, and responsive to basic commands. Based
on behavioural research and a better understanding of how animals learn, Angelika will teach owners to train their pets
using kind, reward-based techniques, rooted in science. This helps produce obedient, well-mannered dogs who are not
timid or fearful.

Angelika attends regular courses in the latest animal behaviour and training techniques and keeps up to date with
information that may be useful to pet dog owners.

Angelika says, “My classes are designed to make training simple, and to be fun for both owners and puppies. They are
ideal for dogs aged up to the age of 20 weeks and I teach owners and their puppies how to enjoy a healthy and happy life
together.” She continues. “I am passionate about what I do, I feel that I am a friendly, approachable trainer and I shall
always be on hand to give all the advice owners need to turn their puppies into well behaved adult dogs and beloved
family pets.”

Classes held at St John’s Church Hall, Station Approach, Stoneleigh, Epsom KT19 0QZ

m Studies show that it’s never too early to begin training and socialising pups. The earlier the better (and the easier it is)
Socialisation and Habituation are key!

m Puppy School was formed in 2002, and professionally trained tutors are running classes UK-wide.

m Puppy School founder Gwen Bailey worked for the Blue Cross animal welfare charity, from 1988 to 2002 and pioneered
the use of dog behaviour knowledge in the rehoming of unwanted animals. She was the first person to be appointed by a
national animal welfare charity as a full-time animal behaviourist, eventually heading a team of behaviourists. Gwen has
successfully solved behaviour problems in thousands of rehomed dogs, helping to prevent dogs with behavioural problems
being passed from home to home and improving the rehoming success rate

m For further information or to make a booking please contact Angelika on email:
Angelika@Puppyschool.co.uk alternatively, please visit: www.puppyschoolepsom.co.uk

Sponsored article.
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More erudition on local government reorganisation
in Epsom and Ewell

22 January 2026

N

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor,

In his letter of 13 January Trevor Burt makes a number of good points, including rightly calling out the determination of
the ruling Residents Association (RA) clique to impose parish councils on the residents they claim to represent without
giving them the opportunity to express support for an alternative “community governance” model.

He is also correct that Epsom and Ewell residents will have proportionately more influence in the smaller council of East
Surrey than in the bigger pond of Surrey County Council.

But the RA’s determination to force through the creation of parish councils that have little support in the borough is
explained by a simpler mathematical calculation. Even in the unlikely event that the political party that claims not to be a
political party were to win all the seats available in our current borough, it would still be in a minority on the new council.

As I and others have said, parish councils are about preserving the relevance of a clique that is used to seeing Epsom and
Ewell as its fiefdom.

In the meantime, the RA will continue to mismanage the council, as the latest fiasco over the Rainbow Leisure Centre
shows, as it wastes the valuable time of council tax payer-funded officers on the pursuit of the RA councillors’ vanity
project.

The Rainbow Centre fiasco also shows how determined the RA are to keep the truth of their incompetence from residents.
It may interest your readers to know that I have written to the administration to seek confirmation that the decision to
keep the huge repairs bill secret included an assessment of what the public interest required.

Yours faithfully,

Cllr Chris Ames (Labour - Court Ward)

Dear Editor,

Sadly, in his support and criticism of my stance on both SCC’s Neighbourhood Councils and the Town Council alternative,
Trevor Burt (Letters to the Editor 13/01/26) seems to miss my point.

As I state in my penultimate paragraph, the engagement of residents in determining the outcomes of policies and
spending in their area does not necessarily require replacement frameworks, large expenditure and more elections. It
can be undertaken by devolving funds to Unitary Authority Councillors individually or jointly to spend on local priorities,
more local consultations, the co-designing of local services with residents, regular pulse surveys, as well as transferring
local assets to communities. These opportunities provide for real localism and for all residents, if they choose, to have
their say.

Yours faithfully,
Eber Kington
Residents Association County Councillor
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Ewell Court, Auriol and Cuddington

Related letters:
Is Epsom and Ewell getting “proportional representation” under Council shake-up?

Long serving Epsom Councillor blasts LGR and NACs

15th January 2026

22 January 2026

Council Finances News

Cllr Dallen accused of £1/2 m Epsom Council cover-up

14 January 2026

A Surrey council [Epsom and Ewell] must pay out up to £500,000 after failing to properly check the condition of a major
leisure centre before handing it over to a ... Read More

Council Council constitution Letters

Is Epsom and Ewell getting “proportional representation”
under Council shake-up?

e
LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

13 January 2026

Dear Editor, I was heartened to read Cllr Eber Kington's letter of 9th January. For once, a Resident Association councillor
has broken ranks with the ruling Residents’ Association line by ... Read More

Business Education News

From the Cosmos to Commerce: University of Surrey Leads the

12 January 2026

The University of Surrey has been showcasing a remarkable breadth of achievement in recent weeks, with major advances
announced across fundamental science, international collaboration, digital trade policy and lifetime academic ... Read
More

Rugby Sports
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Seven-try storm sinks Epsom and Sutton

12 January 2026

Old Colfeians 44 Sutton & Epsom RFC 22. Saturday 10th January. The fourth-placed Black & Whites opened their 2026
account at Horn Park against Old Colfeians, who sat one place ... Read More

Council Health

Surrey tops Man v FAT contest

g

&Qg

7

11 January 2026

Guildford’s MAN v FAT Football Club has been crowned Community Club of the Year 2025 at the nationwide MAN v FAT
Football Awards, recognising its outstanding contribution to improving men’s ... Read More

Council Environment News

Epsom and Ewell lags Surrey’s recycling front-runners, new
tracker shows

10 January 2026

Surrey’s self-assessment - and what sits behind it A new “Surrey Waste Tracker” published by the Surrey Environment
Partnership (SEP) claims Surrey is one of the best performing areas in ... Read More

Council Council constitution Letters

Long serving Epsom Councillor blasts LGR and NACs

*
LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

9 January 2026

Dear Editor I am not sure where your Editorial writer of 6th January 2026 gets their information on SCC’s pilot project
Neighbourhood Area Committees (Parish power, democratic ideals — and the ... Read More
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Health News

Epsom Hospital faces flu challenge

9 January 2026

Hospitals serving Epsom and Ewell are facing one of their toughest starts to a year in recent memory, with dozens of beds
taken up by flu patients and others closed ... Read More

Arts Community Culture

Call to join the merry Morris Men of St Mary’s Ewell

9 January 2026

The friendly team of Ewell St Mary’s Morris Men are holding an open day for anyone who would like to try out a bit of
Morris Dancing. No experience needed. ... Read More

Community News Opinion

Epsom lamppost flags: symbol of pride — or cause of anxiety?

9 January 2026

Across parts of Epsom and Ewell, the appearance of Union Jack flags tied to lampposts has prompted sharply differing
reactions. For some residents, the flag remains a symbol of shared ... Read More

Environment Health News

Do you have the bottle for these cold nights?

9 January 2026

With the UK in the midst of a bitter cold snap, many of us are reaching for hot water bottles to help keep warm during the
day and through the ... Read More

Council Transport Westminster
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Problem Pavement Parking Powers Promised

9 January 2026

The Government has announced plans to give councils across England new legal powers to tackle pavement parking,
following years of concern from disability groups, parents, and local campaigners about blocked ... Read More

Business News

Get That Drain Unblocked in Epsom & Ewell - Trusted Local
Drainage Specialists

Tried baking soda. C‘ ’/
\!
°

The sink’s still blocked.

Call Drainage & Plumbing Ltd
Local drainage specialists serving
Surrey Area
« Fast response « Fixed prices « No mess = Surrey

®07771200075 . —

8 January 2026

Blocked drains are one of the most common and disruptive problems faced by homeowners and businesses in Epsom and
Ewell. What often starts as a slow-draining sink or unpleasant smell ... Read More

Community Faith Health

Warm places to go to in Epsom and Ewell

8 January 2026

Christ Church Ewell Address: Cheam Road, Ewell, KT17 1AD Opening Times: Wednesday from 10am to 1pm Services
offered: Hot drinks; meals; social activities Accessibility: Ramps available for disabled access and disabled toilet Epsom
Methodist ... Read More

Council Culture

Festival of Friendship -Epsom and Ewell - Ukraine

Ukraine
27 Jan to 1Feb

7 January 2026

From 27 January to 1 February, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is proud to partner with Epsom and Ewell Refugee
Network, Epsom Library, and Epsom Picturehouse to host a borough ...
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Is Epsom and Ewell getting “proportional
representation” under Council shake-up?

22 January 2026
¥
LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor,

I was heartened to read Cllr Eber Kington'’s letter of 9th January. For once, a Resident Association councillor has broken
ranks with the ruling Residents’ Association line by publicly disavowing the party’s own sponsored option of creating two
community councils to replace Epsom and Ewell Borough Council following Local Government Reorganisation. That
departure is to be applauded.

However, I must respectfully challenge the assertion that the current options before us truly trust residents — “the people
most qualified to decide what is best for the borough,” as Cllr Kington rightly characterises them — with a meaningful
say. In reality, EEBC hasn’t offered residents any choice beyond:

* Two community councils (effectively parish/town councils with a precept), or
* No community councils at all.

If Cllr Kington has alternative proposals for how local democratic accountability and community decision-making can
supplement ten councillors representing East Surrey on the new unitary authority, he has left it far too late for such
alternatives to be prepared, costed, and properly considered before EEBC’s much-awaited March 2026 meeting.

It is worth putting the democratic and financial context in sharper focus. At present, EEBC has 36 councillors servicing a
modest borough budget of around £10.27 million for 2025/26. In contrast, Surrey County Council’s budget of £1.2641
billion including responsibilities, covering education, highways, social care and more, account for roughly 76 % of the
total council tax bill paid by residents, with EEBC receiving only about 10 %.

Under the new arrangements for two unitary authorities— as confirmed by government decision — the Epsom and Ewell
area will be represented by 10 councillors on the East Surrey Council, dealing with the vast majority of public services
currently under County control. Crude though it is, this means that for the major service budgets now handled at county
level, Epsom and Ewell will have significantly greater relative influence than before. Currently, just five county councillors
represent the borough’s interests on a much larger Surrey budget; in future, ten unitary councillors will cover roughly
half of the former Surrey population’s budget responsibilities.

Yes, it is true that we lose some of the micro-representation previously afforded by a larger cohort of borough councillors
on planning and routine community matters — though even now many planning decisions are subject to Government
inspectors overruling local decisions on appeal. But on the biggest pots of public spending — education, adult social care,
highways, children’s services — residents will likely be better represented proportionately than under the old two-tier
county/district system.

So when debating the merits of Neighbourhood Area Committees versus community councils, let us be clear about the
alternatives on the table. Both NACs and community councils have limitations and cost implications, and both are
artificially constrained by the narrow set of options EEBC has chosen to present. The real democratic choice for residents
should be wider than simply more or fewer tiers of parish councils.

If Cllr Kington truly believes, as he claims, that residents should decide how council tax is spent and how their
communities are governed, then let us see a credible alternative framework— with transparent proposals, budget
implications, and democratic accountability — ahead of March. Otherwise, the debate will continue to swirl around
consultancy-driven options that neither trust nor empower the people they purport to serve.

Yours faithfully,

Trevor Burt

Related letters and reports:

Long serving Epsom Councillor blasts LGR and NACs

Parish power, democratic ideals — and the Residents’ Association dilemma

Have your say on the future of local representation in Epsom and Ewell

Epsom and Ewell’s Local Democracy Debate: What's at Stake as Consultation Enters Phase Two

Letters from local Councillors on Epsom and Ewell parishes
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Seven-try storm sinks Epsom and Sutton

22 January 2026

="
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Old Colfeians 44 Sutton & Epsom RFC 22. Saturday 10th January.

The fourth-placed Black & Whites opened their 2026 account at Horn Park against Old Colfeians, who sat one place below
them in the league table. Sutton’s season has been one of feast or famine — the ecstasy of winning their first four fixtures
giving way to the agony of a five-match losing streak — although bonus points in defeat have kept them competitive.
Whatever New Year resolutions were made, they did not translate into success on the pitch as Old Colfeians ran in seven
tries in a 44-22 victory.

After a week of wild weather, conditions were benign, despite a temporary water cut in the area which thankfully was
resolved in time for the teams to shower. There was an early sign of trouble when Sutton were pushed back at the first
scrum, although this proved to be a rare moment of dominance by the home pack. Old Colfeians opened the scoring with a
penalty from Ollie Burkett. Sutton responded five minutes later when Freddy Bunting kicked to the corner, Ewan
McTaggart secured possession and after multiple phases Tom Lennard found winger Kyren Ghumra, who crossed for the
opening try. The conversion struck the upright, but Sutton led 5-3.

The hosts soon hit back as centre Louis Baker broke through from 25 metres for the first of his two tries, regaining the
lead at 8-5. Sutton replied immediately with what many present judged their try of the season — slick passing down the
right wing released Ghumra for his second, nudging the visitors back in front at 10-8. The lead did not last long. A flowing
counter-attack, started by full-back Chris Harris, ended with Mylo Mutongwizo finishing in the corner. Another missed
conversion left Old Colfeians ahead 13-10.

Sutton pressed again but a sharp interception from Burkett turned defence into attack, leading to a try finished by prop
Tom Rameaux. Burkett added the conversion for a 20-10 half-time lead in a fast-paced and entertaining contest.

Sutton were dealt a blow when scrum-half Gareth O’Brien was forced off with concussion, with Tom Lennard taking over
his duties. The visitors made a strong start to the second half and were rewarded when McTaggart forced his way over
from close range after another line-out move. Once again the conversion was missed, leaving Sutton trailing 20-15 with
half an hour to play.

Although Sutton enjoyed spells of possession, Old Colfeians’ defence was resolute. When the hosts regained territory,
Harris kicked to the corner and the resulting catch-and-drive saw hooker Freddie Holland-Oliver score the bonus-point
try. Burkett converted for 27-15 and the home forwards, led by captain Andy O’Malley, began to dominate. O’Malley
powered over soon after, stretching the lead to 34-15.

Adam Bibby briefly reignited Sutton hopes with a strong run, but Baker then ran in from 40 metres for his second try to
make it 39-15. Sutton did at least secure a valuable bonus point when Tom Lennard took a quick tap from a penalty near
the line and Eric Duey emerged from the pile to score. Bunting converted to bring the score to 39-22.

Old Colfeians had the final word when O’Malley crossed again following another forward surge. Burkett missed the
conversion but the hosts completed a convincing 44-22 win.

Sutton were very much in contention in the first half, but as the game wore on they were increasingly overpowered by a
dominant Colfeians pack that laid the platform for victory. Both sides then enjoyed generous hospitality in the clubhouse,
where Horn Park remains a favourite destination for travelling supporters.

Next Saturday Sutton return to Rugby Lane to face Sidcup, who won the reverse fixture 22-12 earlier in the season.

Sutton & Epsom

Bennion, Scott, Bibby, Bunting ©, Ghumra, Lennard, O’Brien, Johnson, Lennie, Boaden, McTaggart, Finney, Rea, Jones &
Hegarty.

Reps: Howes, Duey & Symonds.

Old Colfeians

Harris, Mutongwizo, Baker, Napper, Spaczil, Burkett, Wylie, Rameaux, Holland-Oliver, Agorioge, O’'Malley ©, Collins-
Oberman, Enskat, Walker & Amor.

Reps: Correa, Ramdhan & Storey.

John Croysdill

Image courtesy Robin Kennedy from a previous fixture.

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
14


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/seven-try-storm-sinks-epsom-and-sutton
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/john-croysdill

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

7th May 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0
LDRS|

Long serving Epsom Councillor blasts LGR and
NACs

22 January 2026
¥
LETTERS

TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor

I am not sure where your Editorial writer of 6™ January 2026 gets their information on SCC’s pilot project Neighbourhood
Area Committees (Parish power, democratic ideals — and the Residents’ Association dilemma), but NAC’s are certainly
not the answer to the proposed LGR centralisation of local government and are far away from the concept of local
democracy.

But before I address that, let’s just step back a bit and see how we got here. The Government had no electoral mandate to
abolish SCC and Surrey’s Districts and Boroughs. And even if a vague manifesto reference to the reform of local
governments counts as legitimate, the Leader of SCC had no mandate to use his Executive power to drag all of Surrey’s
local authorities into a rushed and centralising new local government structure.

The Government and Tim Oliver also cancelled the May 2025 local County Council election, denying residents themselves
of the chance to express their view on this change, via the ballot box. That said, residents used a different mechanism to
say what they thought. The results of the Government’s own public consultation on the Unitary Options, published in
October, showed that 51% of respondents expressed support for the three Unitary Option and only 19% favoured SCC'’s
two Unitary option, with 56% strongly opposed to it. Yet the Government decided it knows better.

The outcome is that we won’t have the devolution of power as promised under LGR but, instead, the centralisation of local
government upwards and into two Unitary Authorities covering populations over %2 million. And in my Division, covering
Ewell Court, Auriol, and Cuddington, just two Unitary councillors will replace the current eight local councillors with the
expectation (I suppose) that this is sufficient to ensure that our residents needs and expectations will still be adequately
met.

And this is where the Government’s concept of Neighbourhood Area Committees comes into play. How ironic that, having
realised Unitary Authorities will have nothing “local” about them, the Government decides (fully supported by the ruling
party at SCC) that they will also impose what will fill that void.

Your Editorial seems quite keen on these. They write “These advisory bodies bring together local councillors, police, NHS,
voluntary sector leaders and community stakeholders — arguably, the very people most qualified to inform decisions on
community priorities.”

However - and given that I am a Residents’ Association councillor you probably won’t be surprised at this - I think the
people most qualified to determine local priorities and what their council tax should be spent on, are residents and council
taxpayers themselves. Not an unelected quango with a small minority of residents working to an agenda determined by
the Unitary Authority. Neighbourhood Area Committees therefore do not pass the tests of democratic local government,
representation of the people, nor the ability for local people and communities to influence local outcomes.

Your Editorial also states that NACs come “at minimal administrative cost.” 1 am not sure that’s a given if it’s only based
on SCC piloting four NACs. If introduced by the East Surrey Unitary there could 36 or more of them. And how long will it
take before the Police, NHS, and Fire Service, for example, realise that that simply cannot resource every NAC and every
meeting in Surrey.

So, I do not support the NAC option. It is not local, it is not democratic, and it excludes the voice of most residents. But
neither do I support the Town Council and precept model which will add a further tax burden on residents alongside any
new elected Mayor’s annual precept, in order to run allotments and not much else.

We need to look at options such as providing Unitary Councillors, individually or jointly in their localities, with funding to
allocate locally. We need more local engagement and consultations on the introduction of school streets, speed limits and
no verge parking zones and more. We should increase opportunities for community asset transfers enabling communities
take over council assets that are better run by those who will use them. And we should undertake more co-designing with
residents and users of local services and facilities, to better reflect their needs and aspirations.

So, going forward, if I get the chance to influence the local arrangements, it won’t be to install a quango of unelected
public servants and self-selected individuals, but it will be introducing localised structures and financial decision making
to ensure that our residents are able to influence the important local choices and funding allocations that affect their
lives.

Yours faithfully,
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Cllr Eber Kington - (RA Surrey County Councillor Ewell Court, Auriol and Cuddington and former RA Epsom and Ewell
Borough Councillor)

Editor’s note: Epsom and Ewell Times received its published information about Neighbour Area Committees and the cost
of running 16 meetings of pilots direct from Surrey County Council’s communications team.

Related letters and editorial

Parish power, democratic ideals — and the Residents’ Association dilemma

Have your say on the future of local representation in Epsom and Ewell

Epsom and Ewell’s Local Democracy Debate: What's at Stake as Consultation Enters Phase Two

Letters from local Councillors on Epsom and Ewell parishes

Call to join the merry Morris Men of St Mary’s Ewell

22 January 2026

The friendly team of Ewell St Mary’s Morris Men are holding an open day for anyone who would like to try out a bit of
Morris Dancing. No experience needed.

Morris Dancing is a very old British tradition going back more than 600 years and whilst some people enjoy the colour,
the cheerful music, the fun and whole spectacle, they sometimes feel a bit nervous to actually try it, this open day is an
ideal opportunity, no audience, just a lot of very friendly people. Give it a try, there’s nothing to lose, and it might just be
that thing that ticks your box. It’s Free, it’s Open to all and there’s no commitment

There are many reasons to try out Morris Dancing and if you asked a hundred different Morris Dancers you would get a
hundred different reasons, however these are some of the more common reasons.

It is a very old tradition and should be supported
It keeps people fit and trim It is fun The people are all friendly It beats boredom Any age can do it

2-4pm Saturday 17" January, Bourne Hall in Spring Street, Ewell Village KT17 1UF is on the 406, 293 bus routes and has
plenty of Car Parking available. Ewell West, and Ewell East railway stations are also nearby.

Everyone welcome, from Epsom, Cheam, Ashtead, Sutton, Malden, in fact anywhere. Just come along. On Saturday
17" January.

Musicians wishing to try the music are also welcome, again, no experience required.
More information

Website - https://ewellmorris.co.uk
email - contact@ewellmorris.co.uk
Facebook - ewellstmarymorris

Alan Greenwood

Do you have the bottle for these cold nights?

22 January 2026
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With the UK in the midst of a bitter cold snap, many of us are reaching for hot water bottles to help keep warm during the
day and through the night.

While hot water bottles are an effective and affordable way to keep warm, in 2024 nearly 1,000 people were admitted to
burn units in England and Wales following hot water bottle accidents.

Here, the team at Health and Safety training experts High Speed Training share some practical advice on how to use hot
water bottles safely.

Dr Richard Anderson, Head of Learning and Development at High Speed Training, said: “Hot water bottles are a fantastic
way to beat the chill, and with energy costs remaining a concern, they are more popular than ever. However, like any
household item that uses high heat, they aren’t without risk.”

Check the age

It is recommended that hot water bottles are replaced every two years. The rubber used in their construction can
deteriorate over time, making bottles more likely to split or leak.

You can check when a hot water bottle was made by looking for a flower-shaped symbol, known as a ‘daisy wheel’,
embossed onto the neck or body of the bottle. The number in the centre shows the year of manufacture, while the twelve
surrounding segments represent the months of the year. The number of segments with dots indicates the month the bottle
was made.

For example, if the symbol has 25 in the middle and dots in the first six segments, the bottle was manufactured in June
2025. If a segment contains more than one dot, the number of dots in the final filled segment shows which week of the
month the bottle was produced.

How to fill and use your hot water bottle safely

Dr Anderson added: “Before filling a hot water bottle, always check it for visible damage or signs of wear and tear. Avoid
filling the bottle with boiling water, as this can weaken the internal seams. Allow the water to cool slightly before filling.

“It’s also advisable to only fill the bottle to around two-thirds full. Expel any remaining air before tightening the stopper
securely.”

He also advised always using a cover on a hot water bottle to reduce the risk of contact burns, and never sitting or lying
on one, as this increases the likelihood of the bottle failing. “When not in use, empty the bottle completely and store it
with the stopper removed in a cool, dry place, such as a cupboard.”

Copy provided by High Speed Training
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