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Council Council constitution News

May’s heat infuses Epsom and Ewell Council Chamber with
leadership closely contested

26 May 2026

On one of the hottest days of the year, with councillors and guests in Epsom Town Hall using agenda papers as improvised
fans, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council held what ... Read More

Business

Epsom Vladiator fights wifi, mobile and computer problems

TECH SUPPORT

FOR HOME & BUSINESS

26 May 2026

From PC problems to smart homes, websites and more — Vladiator is here to help in Epsom and across Surrey.
Technology should make life easier, not more complicated. Whether it ... Read More

Council Elections Westminster

Don’t Believe Everything You Read Online? EET Stands By
‘Gagging’ Report After Epsom MP’s Westminster Jibe

26 May 2026

A row over media access to newly elected Liberal Democrat councillors has escalated after Epsom & Ewell MP Helen
Maguire publicly challenged an Epsom and Ewell Times report - only ... Read More

Crime News

Epsom pensioners lost £148,000 in fraud as laundering
network sentenced
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Two elderly Epsom siblings lost around £148,000 after being repeatedly pressured into paying for unnecessary home
repair work, as members of a criminal money-laundering network were sentenced at Guildford Crown ... Read More

Community Council

Bourne Hall hosts Summer Festival

Saturday 20 June

22 May 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is pleased to announce that Bourne Hall will host a free Summer Festival on Saturday,
20 June 2026, from 12pm until 5pm. The free event ... Read More

Here|

S @nes OPf0 @&, = ?

News Sports

Epsom boxer Amelia, 12, wins National Schools title

22 May 2026

A 12-year-old boxer from Epsom has brought home the town’s first National Schools boxing title in 15 years after a series
of dominant performances at the England Boxing National Schools ... Read More

Council News

Epsom councillors handed key roles on East Surrey’s new
Shadow Council

21 May 2026

The newly elected East Surrey Shadow Authority met for the first time on Wednesday 20 May, taking another formal step
towards the creation of the new East Surrey Council due ... Read More

Epsom Vladiator fights wifi, mobile and computer
problems

28 May 2026
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TECH SUPPORT

ECIR HOME & BUSIMNESS

From PC problems to smart homes, websites and more — Vladiator is
here to help in Epsom and across Surrey.

Technology should make life easier, not more complicated.

Whether it is a slow laptop, unreliable Wi-Fi, a troublesome smartphone, a new website, or simply figuring out why
something refuses to work, local tech specialist Vladiator offers practical, hands-on support for homes and businesses
across Epsom and Surrey.

Based in Epsom, Vladiator provides setup, repair and troubleshooting services covering PCs, laptops, phones, tablets,
networking, smart home devices and websites.

The business supports both home users and organisations, offering clear advice and solutions designed to solve problems
rather than confuse customers with technical jargon.

Services include:

* PC and laptop diagnostics, repair and optimisation

* Phone and tablet setup, troubleshooting and repairs

* Wi-Fi and network setup and performance improvement

* Smart home installation and configuration

* WordPress, website and app development support

* Cyber-security setup and guidance for homes and businesses

Cyber-security has become an increasing concern for many households and small organisations. Vladiator also assists
clients with safer device setup, secure Wi-Fi configuration and practical measures to help reduce online risks.

The business is led by a local Epsom-based technology professional who also volunteers providing IT and media support
within the community.

Trusted by local organisations and residents alike, Vladiator aims to combine professional expertise with the kind of
friendly, responsive service that only an independent local provider can offer.

For reliable, affordable technology support from a local expert, get in touch.

Vladiator - Tech Support in Epsom & Surrey
Tel: +44 7763 014601

Email: nkyvlad21@icloud.com

Website: vladiator.co.uk

Sponsored content.

Epsom boxer Amelia, 12, wins National Schools title

28 May 2026
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A 12-year-old boxer from Epsom has brought home the town’s first National Schools boxing title in 15 years after a series
of dominant performances at the England Boxing National Schools Championships.

Amelia O’'Hagan, of Epsom Boxing Academy, claimed gold in the Class A 44kg category after progressing through Surrey,
Southern Counties and the national finals.

Having qualified through the county and regional stages, Amelia faced London champion Davene Asabere of Newham's
Fight for Peace club in the quarter-finals.

Coach Joe Harding described Amelia’s performance as explosive from the outset. Starting at high tempo, she used fast
attacks to head and body to control the bout, before forcing a stoppage early in the second round after a sustained assault
left her opponent unable to continue.

The championships then took Amelia north to Newcastle for the semi-finals and finals weekend.

In the semi-final she met Midland Counties champion Hollie Browne of Black Country Boxing Club. Determined to
improve on last year’s runner-up finish, Amelia produced what her coaches described as a controlled and disciplined
display.

Using speed, footwork and sharp combinations, she repeatedly caught the taller opponent with attacks to head and body
before moving safely out of range. After three rounds of sustained pressure and tactical boxing, Amelia secured a
unanimous 5-0 points victory to reach the final.

There she faced local favourite Imogen Paylor of Felling ABC, champion of Tyne, Tees and Wear and a boxer with
significantly more competitive experience.

According to Epsom Boxing Academy, Amelia again began strongly, attacking with body-to-head combinations and forcing
her taller opponent backwards. The second round saw more sustained exchanges, with Amelia’s footwork and ring
movement proving key.

Knowing the final round would bring an all-out response from her opponent, Amelia maintained the pace, countering
effectively and finishing strongly. The judges awarded her a second unanimous 5-0 victory, crowning her National Schools
Champion for 2026.

The success marks Epsom’s first National Schools “Golden Gloves” champion since Charlie Eastwood, who won the title
15 years ago and later added further national honours.

The victory also secures Amelia a place on the England Boxing National Development Pathway.

Joe Harding, head coach at Epsom Boxing Academy, said: “This girl is an amazing talent and at 12 years old this is only
the start. She is hard-working and determined and I'm certain she will go on to represent her country.

“We have come close several times since starting our new Epsom club four years ago, with several silver and bronze
medals, so bringing home the Golden Gloves with Amelia was a little emotional, to say the least.”

21st May 2026

28 May 2026
Council Housing Planning

Did Epsom and Ewell councillors approve more Green Belt
release?

20 May 2026
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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s special Licensing and Planning Policy Committee (“LPPC”) meeting on 19 May —
convened after a motion by Cllrs Kieran Persand (Conservative - Horton), Rob Geleit ... Read More

Council Council constitution News

Epsom Council Rainbow Centre secrecy row deepens over “pre-
election silence” advice

e

RAINBOw

LEISURE CENTREAND. SPA

19 May 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s attempt to justify refusing answers to Epsom and Ewell Times before May’s elections
has itself become the subject of a fresh transparency dispute. The Council ... Read More

Council Council constitution Planning

Persand parses the Local Plan process in Epsom

18 May 2026

The Epsom and Ewell Times has seen detailed exchanges of correspondence between Clir Kieran Persand (Conservative -
Horton) and Epsom and Ewell Borough Council concerning the torturous progress of the ... Read More

Council Finances

No end to Epsom’s Rainbow Leisure Centre controversy
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18 May 2026

Rainbow reply from Dallen leaves key questions unanswered. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Chair of Strategy and
Resources, ClIr Neil Dallen (RA Town), has finally responded to questions from Epsom ... Read More

Council Elections Letters

Unitary in name, unitary in nature?

%
LETTERS

10 THE
EDITOR
Py -

17 May 2026

Dear Editor Your criticisms of the silencing of the newly elected Liberal Democrats Councillors by our local MP (8th May)
is well founded, and will concern residents who may well wonder ... Read More

Council Elections News
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East Surrey Council leaders await anointment

17 May 2026

The Liberal Democrats who swept to power in the inaugural East Surrey Council elections have confirmed their
leadership team for the new authority ahead of its first full council meeting ... Read More

Council Elections

Surrey’s Conservative leaders in Opposition

14 May 2026

The Conservative opposition groups at the newly formed East and West Surrey Councils have announced their new
leaders. The party will be playing an unaccustomed role on the new councils ... Read More

Community Education

Epsom’s NESCOT wins ‘Community Hero’ award

14 May 2026

Nescot College in Epsom won the Community Hero award at last night’s Central South Business Awards 2026, after staff
and students impressed the judges with a wide range of voluntary community work. Nescot ... Read More

Council Council constitution Elections

East Surrey Council in early formation

k3 P

ot

14 May 2026

The Liberal Democrats have secured a commanding working majority on the new East Surrey Council after winning 40 of
the authority’s 72 seats in the first-ever election to the unitary ... Read More

Unitary in name, unitary in nature?

28 May 2026
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Dear Editor

Your criticisms of the silencing of the newly elected Liberal Democrats Councillors by our local MP (8" May) is well
founded, and will concern residents who may well wonder whose interests those Councillors will represent. However, I
wish to raise another issue in relation to the management of the Election Count that I found disappointing and
concerning.

Following the announcement of the result for my Division I sought to make the customary speech of thanks to officers,
and to the residents who voted for me, but I was told that the Returning Officer in Reigate had determined that there
would be no speeches at any Election Count across Surrey. So, hundreds of years of, sometimes, raucous hustings,
elections, and speeches of thanks to the election team and voters, all dismissed by officialdom.

It got worse. I sought to have a photograph taken in the room following the announcement of the result, but I was told
that was not allowed either, as it might “compromise the secrecy of the vote.” As I watched the news on TV later in the
day, with BBC cameras showing footage of a host of candidates in polling stations, and panning out across the counting
room, I wondered what was so concerning that required the East Surrey election count to be sanitized and devoid of any
of emotion, and the high and lows that come winning and, yes, with defeat.

So, because I could not do this on the day perhaps, through your on-line newspaper, I might be allowed to thank the
teams at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council who undertook the work to ensure that on election day, and at the count, all
went to plan. To Kerry Blundell, EEBC’s Electoral Services Manager, whose tireless work over many years ensured a
smooth and successful election outcome. My thanks also to the Polling Station teams, many up at 5.30am and not home
until after 11.00pm. It is a long day, yet they maintained their welcoming and efficient presence through to the end. And
to those undertaking the count which, whilst being more complex by voters having two votes, was completed in good time.

Finally, my colleague Cllr Peter O’'Donovan and I wish to thank all those residents in Ewell Court, Auriol and Cuddington
who voted for us on 7" May. We will work hard to repay your trust in us by following through the promises we made, but
also by being accessible and responding swiftly to your enquiries. We will also be working for all the residents in the
Ward, and look forward to working with and for them over the next five years

Yours faithfully,

Cllr Eber Kington (Surrey County Council and East Surrey Unitary Council)
Related reports:

Lib Dem Landslide Takes East Surrey

Epsom’s LibDem MP gags her Party’s new councillors in their moment of triumph

Lib Dems sweep up in East Surrey Unitary Council election for Epsom and Ewell

14th May 2026

28 May 2026

Council Planning

Next phase in the journey of the Epsom and Ewell Local Plan
announced

12 May 2026

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has opened a further public consultation on documents submitted during the
examination of its draft Local Plan, as a Conservative councillor has questioned whether the ... Read More

Council Elections Letters Westminster
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Ex-local LibDem leader explains part of her departure

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

11 May 2026

Dear Editor It is indeed regrettable that our (otherwise rather good) MP, Helen Maguire, wished to control what each and
every new Liberal Democrat councillor has to say, and presumably ... Read More

Community Local History Volunteers

500 patients buried in Epsom’s asylum cemetery no longer
forgotten

11 May 2026

A team of researchers volunteering for the local charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery have reached a milestone in their
quest to write the histories of 9000 patients buried in ... Read More

Business Planning

Redhill data hub plugs into AI boom

11 May 2026

A major expansion of a Redhill data centre campus worth an estimated £500 million has been approved by Reigate and
Banstead Borough Council. The development at Foxboro Business Park, Holmethorpe, ... Read More

Community Council Volunteers

Epsom “Library of Things” Delayed by Council Stand-Off

11 May 2026

A volunteer-led scheme to open a “Library of Things” in Ewell has been delayed for months amid a stand-off between
Surrey County Council (SCC) and Epsom and Ewell Borough Council ... Read More

News

Locators looking for Surrey home seekers
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Channel 4’s long-running property programme Location, Location, Location is searching for Surrey house hunters to take
part in its next series filming this June. Fronted by property experts Kirstie Allsopp ... Read More

Local History

Dorking’s role as a refuge from Nazi oppression

10 May 2026

Papers documenting how novelist E.M. Forster and composer Ralph Vaughan Williams helped refugees fleeing Nazi
persecution find shelter in the Surrey town of Dorking are to be made fully accessible ... Read More

Council Elections

Lib Dem Landslide Takes East Surrey

9 May 2026

The Liberal Democrats have won the first ever election for East Surrey Council winning a huge majority on the newly
formed authority. The party surged to an early lead as ... Read More

Council Elections

Epsom’s LibDem MP gags her Party’s new councillors in their
moment of triumph

REMEMBER 7
MY INSTRUCTIONS...| £ 5 e}
Y NO TALKING T0
THE PRESS!

8 May 2026

Bourne Hall, Ewell, Friday 8th May - the Count of the five local divisions in the East Surrey Unitary Council elections. As
reported elsewhere, local Liberal Democrats took eight out ... Read More

Council Elections News

Lib Dems sweep up in East Surrey Unitary Council election for
Epsom and Ewell
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The results are in. Of the 10 seats in Epsom and Ewell the Liberal Democrats dominate with the election of 8 of their
candidates. The Residents Association took 2. None ... Read More

Ex-local LibDem leader explains part of her
departure

28 May 2026

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Editor

It is indeed regrettable that our (otherwise rather good) MP, Helen Maguire, wished to control what each and every new
Liberal Democrat councillor has to say, and presumably fears they are not competent to string a few words together and
celebrate their victory.

Not every Liberal Democrat victory in Surrey belongs to Ms Maguire, much as she wishes it does.

It seems to be a problem for Ms Maguire to be a team player, to delegate and trust — and one of the reasons I left the
Liberal Democrats after 25 years, the majority of those years leading the Opposition on Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council.

It was also partly the reason Clir James Lawrence left the Liberal Democrats more recently and similarly became an
Independent councillor for the final year of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council.

She would do well to concentrate on giving the new team in Surrey the respect and degree of autonomy they have earned
— and will cherish — in local government, and which will be necessary for them to run East Surrey Council and fulfil the
promises made in their election literature and on the doorstep.

Cllr Julie Morris

Independent Councillor for College Ward - Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

500 patients buried in Epsom’s asylum cemetery no
longer forgotten

28 May 2026

A team of researchers volunteering for the local charity The Friends of Horton Cemetery have reached a milestone in their
quest to write the histories of 9000 patients buried in the abandoned privately owned Horton Cemetery. The cemetery,
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reputed to be the largest asylum cemetery in Europe, is situated at the junction of Hook Road and Horton Lane. The story
of Marjorie is the 500th published on the charity’s website

A discarded headstone rescued from a skip more than forty years ago led researchers to uncover the poignant story of a
young woman buried at Horton Cemetery — and reconnect her memory with living family members.

Before the cemetery was sold by the NHS in 983 to a property speculator, notices appeared in the local press informing
relatives that they could reclaim the headstones of loved ones buried there. Families were warned that any memorials left
behind would be destroyed.

At the time, an electrical engineer working on a project within the former Epsom hospital cluster discovered one such
stone which had been thrown into a skip. Appalled at what he later described as a “blatant disregard” for somebody’s final
resting place, he rescued the memorial and took it home for safekeeping.

Today, the headstone remains carefully preserved, with the hope that one day it may be returned to the cemetery where it
was originally intended to stand in perpetuity.

The inscription reads simply:

Marjorie Young

14th September 1948
Aged 27 years

R.IP.

As researchers from the Friends of Horton Cemetery began investigating Marjorie’s life, they were astonished to discover
that a relative was still alive and able to shed light on her tragic story.

The relative, whose mother was Marjorie’s first cousin, said: “Your message is a welcome bolt from the blue. I can’t
believe that after all these years somebody is interested in Marjorie. I didn’t know her but my mother so often talked
about her. My mother died in 2015 but she still had nightmares about the life Marjorie led.”

His words underline one of the central aims of the Friends of Horton Cemetery — ensuring that those buried in the former
asylum cemetery are not forgotten.

Research into burial records revealed another heartbreaking detail. The cemetery register records that Marjorie was
buried in grave 2892b alongside a “stillborn female child”. Marjorie was buried with a stillborn child who researchers
believe belonged to an unknown patient.

Such practices were sadly not uncommon. Before changes introduced during the 1980s, hospitals frequently arranged the
burial of stillborn babies with little or no consultation with grieving parents. Often, infants were buried in existing graves
within institutional cemeteries.

A Family Marked by Tragedy

Marjorie’s father, Charles Young, was born in 1894 to Harry Young and Ellen Fanny Young, née Chesterman. According to
family recollections, Ellen gave birth to as many as 23 children, though only a handful survived infancy.

The family experienced repeated tragedy. In 1905, Charles’s younger sister Minnie died after suffering an epileptic
seizure during the night. An inquest heard that Minnie sometimes endured as many as thirteen fits a day. Researchers
later discovered that Marjorie herself also suffered from epilepsy.

Charles married Ethel Mary Davis at St Augustine’s Church in 1920.

A Childhood of Fear and Isolation

Born on 10 June 1921, Marjorie was an only child. Family testimony has painted a troubling picture of her upbringing. Her
cousin recalled stories passed down by his mother: “Marjorie was very clever and wanted to study. She was an only child
so welcomed the company of my mother. As time went on it became clear to my mother that Marjorie was terrified, the
reason being that her parents went out every night and left her alone in the dark. Neighbours talked of Marjorie standing
at the window looking out in the dark.

“Eventually poor Marjorie had a breakdown and was admitted to hospital and my mother never saw her again.”

Public records relating to Marjorie are scarce. In the 1939 Register, compiled at the outbreak of the Second World War,
she was living in Lambeth and working as a civil servant for His Majesty’s Office of Works, the government department
responsible for public buildings.

The next surviving record appears nine years later.

On 14 September 1948, Marjorie died at Long Grove Hospital aged just 27. Her death certificate records broncho-
pneumonia and exhaustion caused by epilepsy. She was buried at Horton Cemetery on 21 September 1948.

Someone Cared Enough to Remember

Researchers believe one detail about Marjorie’s story is especially important. She had a headstone.

At Horton Cemetery, where thousands were buried in unmarked graves, memorial stones were rare. Someone cared
enough to arrange and pay for a marker. Someone completed the paperwork and ensured her resting place was
acknowledged. It is also possible that family members attended her funeral.

For her surviving relative, the rediscovery of the headstone has brought comfort. “It is wonderful to hear that her
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gravestone survives and that has led to her being your 500th story. If only I could tell my mother. She would have been so
pleased to know that somebody still cares about Marjorie.

“I think you’'ve done a wonderful job and somehow righted some of the wrongs.”

Today, the rescued headstone stands not only for Marjorie Young, but symbolically for the estimated 9,000 forgotten souls
buried within Horton Cemetery.

Perhaps one day it will stand there once again.

More research stories can be found on the Horton Cemetery website at Horton Cemetery

The Friends of Horton Cemetery seek to restore the cemetery to community ownership. The case for a compulsory
purchase order was blocked by Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. The charity now pins its hopes on a fresh approach
from the East Surrey Unitary Council. The charity has the support of Epsom and Ewell’s MP Helen Maguire, who is
engaging with the Ministry of Justice on the issue.

Theresa Keneflick-Conway

Related reports:

Friends of Horton Cemetery influence law reform

Epsom and Ewell’s MP champion’s Friends of Horton Cemetery mission on “Time to Talk Day”
Epsom’s Horton Cemetery gets attention of two kinds

Petition to reclaim Horton Cemetery from property speculator

Local community gathered at Horton Cemetery

Locators looking for Surrey home seekers

28 May 2026

Channel 4’s long-running property programme Location, Location, Location is searching for Surrey house hunters to take
part in its next series filming this June.

Fronted by property experts Kirstie Allsopp and Phil Spencer, the show has been a fixture on British television for more
than 20 years, helping buyers across the UK find their ideal homes.

The programme makers are now looking for individuals, couples and families across Surrey who need help finding their
next property — whether they are first-time buyers, upsizing, downsizing, relocating or searching for a “forever home”.

A spokesperson for Channel 4 said: “We are casting for the new series, and we are interested in hearing from chain-free
(or SSTC) house hunters who would be ready to buy in June this year.

“Applications are now open and we’re looking to spread the word to the community to encourage house hunters to apply
and get the help they need.

“We are looking for individuals, families and couples who need Kirstie and Phil’s expertise to buy their dream home.

“Whether applicants are first-time buyers, looking for their next dream home, downsizing or relocating — whatever the
reason they’re moving, we love to hear from them.”

The broadcaster said it strongly encourages applicants from all backgrounds and identities to apply as part of its
commitment to greater inclusivity on screen.

LocaroApplications can be made through the programme’s official application page: Location, Location, Location
applications

Applications will be handled by IWC Media, which will contact applicants directly if they wish to take the application
further.

Photo: Presenters Phil Spencer and Kirstie Allsopp
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Lib Dems sweep up in East Surrey Unitary Council
election for Epsom and Ewell

The results are in.

Of the 10 seats in Epsom and Ewell the Liberal Democrats dominate with the election of 8 of their candidates.
The Residents Association took 2. None of the other parties gained any seats. See full results below.

Announced from the count by deputy returning officer and EEBC CEO Jackie King at Bourne Hall in Ewell on
Friday 8th May.

You may need to refresh your browser during the results period for the updating to appear.

The top two in each division are elected.

Epsom Town & Downs

Epsom West

Ewell Court, Auriol & Cuddington
Ewell Village, Stoneleigh & Nonsuch

West Ewell

According to the Council the full results for the East Surrey Council will be published on the Future Surrey website.

View of Bourne Hall and Museum, Spring Street, Ewell. (Credit: Google Street View)
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7th May 2026

28 May 2026
Council Elections News

Watch this post Friday PM for election results for Epsom and
Ewell

6 May 2026

WATCH THIS SPACE ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON Epsom and Ewell Times willl endeavour to publish the results as they are
announced from the count at Bourne Hall in Ewell on Friday ... Read More

Council Elections

You can now watch online the Epsom & Ewell Times Election
Hustings

THE EAST SURREY COUNCIL HUSTINGS
For EPSOM AND EWELL

.\‘ni% 5

Li o 2

r wl
- s

6 May 2026

Residents from across the borough gathered at NESCOT on Wednesday (29th April) evening for a wide-ranging East
Surrey unitary council election hustings, hosted by Epsom and Ewell Times and chaired ... Read More

Environment Planning

Solar Panels green-light in Mole Valley a grey area?

6 May 2026

Solar panels powering up to 5,500 homes have been approved for prime Surrey agricultural land that could have been
used to put the “wheat in our Weetabix”. Mole Valley District ... Read More

Crime News Policing

Arrests from Epsom’s April disorder

5 May 2026
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Surrey Police have confirmed that 10 people have now been arrested as part of an ongoing investigation into violent
disorder in Epsom town centre earlier this month. The arrests relate ... Read More

Business Education News

Classroom to Cruise: Epsom Student Wins Luxury Family Trip

5 May 2026

A Nescot student has won a luxury seven-night family cruise after taking part in an innovative work experience
programme that swaps the classroom for life at sea. Travel and Tourism ... Read More

Education News

Teacher banned after fake war-zone stories to Epsom and Ewell

W 9,3 |EPSOM & EWELL

2 May 2026

A former Epsom and Ewell High School maths teacher has been banned from teaching after a professional conduct panel
found she fabricated stories to pupils about being in the army, ... Read More

Business News Planning

Luxury spa and restaurant coming to Ockley

1 May 2026

A “beautiful” and “fantastic” high-end luxury hotel, spa and fine dining restaurant set in the Surrey countryside has been
approved. Gatton Manor and Country Club will be transformed as part ... Read More

Community Council News

Saturday 9 May is Surrey Day - and this year, we’'re digging
deeper

SURREY3DAY

2
'8%. g
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1 May 2026

Now in its eighth year, Surrey Day is about bringing communities together to celebrate everything that makes this county
so special. In 2026, the theme is Going Underground, and it’s ... Read More
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Council Elections

A call to vote at the new East Surrey Council election 7th May

LOCALGOVERNMENT
INSURREYIS CHANGING

1 May 2026

Voters Urged to Have Their Say in First East and West Surrey Council Elections With just one week to go until polling day
on Thursday 7 May, voters across Surrey ... Read More

Council Editorial Elections

East Surrey Council, an election that calls for distinction?

EPSOM & EWELL

TMES

30 April 2026

As voters in Epsom and Ewell prepare to elect representatives to the new East Surrey Unitary Council on 7th May, two
unfolding controversies raise a broader question: how should voters ... Read More

Council News

Dalton and Dallen double-down disclosure denial
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30 April 2026

Two senior Residents Association Epsom and Ewell Borough Council figures have refused to answer questions from
Epsom and Ewell Times, both claiming pre-election restrictions under the Local Government Act 1986 ... Read More

You can now watch online the Epsom & Ewell Times
Election Hustings

28 May 2026

THE EAST SURREY COUNCIL HUSTINGS
For EPS0OM AND EWELL

Residents from across the borough gathered at NESCOT on Wednesday (29th April) evening for a wide-ranging East
Surrey unitary council election hustings, hosted by Epsom and Ewell Times and chaired by local solicitor Lionel Blackman.

Six candidates representing the main political groups contesting the forthcoming elections addressed the audience,
setting out their priorities and responding to questions on key local issues. Those taking part were Eber Kington
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(Residents’ Association), David Buxton (Liberal Democrats), Robert Geleit (Labour), Kieran Persand (Conservative),
Yvonne Grunwald (Green Party) and Ben Cronin (Reform UK).

You can view the recording of the husting here.

Opening statements revealed both shared concerns and sharply differing approaches to local governance. Conservative
candidate Kieran Persand emphasised his party’s campaigning record on issues such as Green Belt protection and crime,
arguing that “track record” was the key distinction between parties.

Labour’s Robert Geleit drew on his long experience as a borough councillor, highlighting community engagement and
investment in disadvantaged areas, while also reflecting on his own personal journey overcoming adversity.

Liberal Democrat David Buxton focused on what he described as the need for “practical, joined-up solutions”, particularly
in road maintenance, special educational needs provision and infrastructure planning, arguing that current systems were
not delivering for residents.

Green Party candidate Yvonne Grunwald highlighted cost-of-living pressures, environmental protection and the need for
more community and youth spaces, pointing to her party’s growing representation locally.

Reform UK'’s Ben Cronin centred his remarks on transparency and accountability, calling for a “full review” of council
decisions and criticising what he described as wasteful spending, including issues surrounding the Rainbow Leisure
Centre.

Residents’ Association representative Eber Kington positioned his group as a non-party alternative focused purely on local
issues, stressing a positive campaigning approach and independence from national politics.

A lively question-and-answer session followed, with residents pressing candidates on practical concerns.

Road maintenance and potholes dominated the opening exchanges. Candidates broadly agreed the current system is too
reactive, though solutions varied. Conservatives pointed to increased funding and a need for more strategic planning,
Liberal Democrats argued for improved management and more in-house delivery, while others called for a return to long-
term resurfacing programmes rather than repeated short-term repairs.

Youth provision emerged as another major concern, with audience members highlighting the decline of youth clubs and
accessible spaces. Candidates across the political spectrum acknowledged the gap, suggesting a mix of direct council
investment, partnerships with charities and sports organisations, and better use of existing community facilities.

Questions on the future structure of local government prompted discussion on how communities would be represented
under the proposed East Surrey unitary authority. Candidates spoke of the need for stronger consultation, local
committees and improved transparency, though some warned that new structures must avoid becoming ineffective
“talking shops”.

Throughout the evening, a common theme was the challenge of translating broad promises—on roads, youth services and
local accountability—into deliverable policy within a new council structure.

The hustings provided voters with a rare opportunity to hear directly from candidates across the political spectrum ahead
of polling day. While there was broad agreement on the issues facing residents, the event highlighted clear divisions over
how they should be addressed—and who is best placed to deliver change.

::ﬁ,,l\&\

Photo: Hustings platform - L to R: Buxton, Persand, Kington, Blackman, Geliet, Grunwald, Cronin
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https://youtu.be/vCBKECQ5FHE

