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Council’s secret strategy on public resources?
17 November 2022

Epsom and Ewell’s powerful Strategy and Resources Committee went into secret session on four items of public
interest at its meeting Tuesday 15th November. The four items were:

INCOME GENERATING OPPORTUNITY1.
COST OF LIVING PAYMENT2.
LAND RETENTION3.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY UPDATE4.

In each case the secrecy was justified on the following ground:

“…. the business to be transacted/nature of the proceedings………. deals with information relating to the financial or
business affairs of the Committee and third parties and the public interest in maintaining the exemption currently
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.”

However, the Committee did not close the meeting during discussions on the motion to close. During that discussion
Councillor Eber Kington (RA Ewell Court Ward) revealed in public that the “income generating opportunity” related to
a crematorium.

Councillor David Gulland (LibDem College Ward) argued that the proposal “is an interesting development which would
benefit from a wide-ranging discussion with our residents … I feel we’re trying to be too secretive…we should be open
with what we’re trying to achieve with our assets.” The Interim Chief Executive, responded that “the reason this is a
restricted item is because it’s a commercial opportunity and we need to protect our negotiations…with potential suppliers,
etc”. However, Councillor Kate Chinn (Lab, Court Ward) agreed with Cllr. Gulland. “Part of making the business case is
to see if there’s a need for it in the borough,” she said. “Surely the easiest way to do that is to ask the residents.”

It was at this point that Councillor Kington made the statement that “I want to get as much as I can out in the open. But
what we have here is the Council looking at a possibility of a crematorium.” He went on to defend the proposal to exclude
press and public: “ [If this] is a runner, it would have to come back to this committee and it may well be that that will be
the time when it will be a public document. We don’t want to give anyone the heads up that this is what we are planning.
In most cases, we will put things not on pink paper if we can help it.” [Ed. “Pink paper” is the colour of secret papers.]

The Residents’ Association majority on the committee agreed with Councillor Kington and excluded press and public from
any further details of this and the other three items.

_________________________________

At the same meeting:

VOTER ID LIKELY FOR 2023 – BUT COUNCILS MAY HAVE TO PICK UP THE BILL

Following public consultation, a new polling station is expected to be in operation for the borough elections in 2023. This
is to be situated in the arts centre at the newly refurbished Horton Chapel and will serve the residents of the new Horton
Ward. This new ward will comprise the four former hospital sites of Clarendon Park, Livingstone Park, Manor Park and
Noble Park, plus some roads that are currently in Court Ward around the northern end of Hook Road.

Receiving  the  detailed  report  that  included  this  information  Councillor  Hannah  Dalton  (Residents’  Association,
Stoneleigh Ward), asked about the Council’s preparedness for the introduction of voter id at polling stations. “There will
be a lot of communication from the government about this,” the council officer replied. But he went to say that it will be a
challenge getting it ready because the Council will be able to issue identity slips where people don’t have photo identity.

Councillor Liz Frost (Residents’ Association, Woodcote Ward) followed this up by asking about the cost implications of
this for the Borough Council. The Interim Chief Executive, stated that “there are discussions going on with government at
the moment … At the moment, the proposal is that local councils will fund ID cards … It’s an ongoing discussion.”

Epsom and Ewell remembers…
17 November 2022

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/councils-secret-strategy-on-public-resources
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-remembers
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Epsom and Ewell  came together for the annual  Remembrance Day  service at  Epsom’s Clocktower,  Friday 11th
November. The Mayor’s Chaplain reflected on the history of Remembrance Day. The first was held in the grounds of
Buckingham Palace  in  1919 when the  two-minute  silence  was  observed.  In  1921 the  poppy  became a  symbol  of
Remembrance.  The  Second  World  War  saw  the  commemoration  being  held  on  a  Sunday,  to  avoid  disruption  of
ammunition production should the 11th of November fall in the working week. The Chaplain mentioned how the reality of
today’s television coverage of wars was inuring many to the horror of war.

The service was attended by a full complement of Councillors of all parties, servicemen and boys and girls from Blenheim
School and other local schools.

The full service is reprinted below.
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Battle for Epsom School continues….
17 November 2022

A new planning application has been submitted by land owners the Aczel brothers to Epsom and Ewell Borough
Council to redevelop the Kingswood House School site. “Demolition of an existing building, relocation and reprovision
of MUGA Sports pitch, and construction of new access and parking facilities for a SEND school”.

The plan is to replace the 100 years old school for many with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) in West
Hill, Epsom, with a new 60 place school for children with “extreme special needs “. Supporters of the existing school
suspect the application is a ploy to develop all  the land in the owners’ possession into a housing estate. The new
application relates to the built area and a further application is expected for a housing estate on the current adjacent
playing fields. If the owners were granted both permissions but failed to proceed with the new school development the
suspicion of  The Kingswood school  support group is  that an application will  be pursued in the future for housing
throughout the whole land.

Kingswood House School is asking local people to object to the new school application by 21st November 2022. The
application can be seen on the Epsom and Ewell BC website under reference 22/01653/FUL.

Kingswood House School is a thriving and vital part of the community that provides a first class education to over 240
local children and which is the only school in Epsom to be listed as an Asset of Community Value.

According to a report commissioned by the land owners “There are (SEND) places available across all year groups in
the…. independent ….and…. public sector within Surrey…. and Epsom and Ewell and …..should any pupil from Kingswood
House School require a place within (either sector) … there will be a place available”. Alfredson York Associates Ltd.
The author of this report Jonathan Powell goes on to conclude in his report: “Given that Kingswood House School is not

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/4059-2
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a special school and has no particular specialism that is not provided within the same catchment from which Kingswood
House currently draws, the proposed development would not significantly alter the choice and availability of places.”

Dr Kugathasan Senduran disagrees and commented: “Education provides us with the fundamental tools we require to
live. Switching schools is more likely to demonstrate a wide array of negative behavioural and educational outcomes. If
education collapses, everything does. You do not need an atomic bomb or a long-range missile only the collapse of
education in a country to ruin it  forever. I  simply cannot believe the council  is even considering their proposal of
demolition of an existing building and interrupting children’s education. I strenuously object their proposal.” He is one of
30 objectors to date who have gone public on the Council portal.

Kingswood House School is holding a public meeting on the plans at the Main Hall, Stamford Green Primary School, KT19
8LU on Thursday 10th November at 7.00pm (doors open 6.40pm).

Although Kingswood House is a private school, it is a charity and any profit is reinvested into the school. By contrast, the
proposed school, which is not backed by the Local Education Authority, would be run by a private operator (with profits
going to shareholders) and “would not be aimed at local children”, Kingswood School supporters say.

Richard Laudy,  a Governor or Kingswood School, adds “There will be problems with access via West Hill Avenue,
currently a tranquil street. At least two protected trees would need to be removed. The plans do not include enough space
for drop-off, causing queues, overspill parking, and nuisance on local roads. The proposed new school only has 22 parking
spaces. This will be insufficient for the specialist nature of the school.”

Richard Evans, Chair of Governors at Kingswood House School, confirmed that the School had not been consulted over
the plans and that: ”…the School vehemently opposes the unacceptable plans and is working with local residents to defeat
them. Kingswood House has been serving the local community for over 100 years and provides the unique offering of
special needs and mainstream children developing alongside each other. Our school is a listed Asset of Community Value,
which would be lost along with our playing fields if the landowners’ plans went ahead. The proposal would also damage
the tranquil character of Stamford Green Conservation Area, creating a chaotic new access on West Hill Avenue. We need
local people to make their voices heard and object to this speculative and harmful proposal.”

Cllr. Steve Bridger, Councillor for Stamford Ward, is aware of the application and has ‘called it in’ so it will be heard in
front of the Planning Committee rather than decided by Council officers.

Public comments can be submitted via the Epsom & Ewell Borough Council planning applications website using the
reference 22/01653/FUL, then clicking on ‘Make a Comment’.

See Epsom and Ewell Times earlier reports:

Community Asset to be stripped?

Grayling stood up by developers….

More cash for Ukraine refugee hosts
17 November 2022

Epsom Refugee Network welcomes the promised increase in cash to those local residents who take into their homes
individuals and families who have had to flee Ukraine.  It  is  hoped the extra money will  attract  more hosts in an
increasingly difficult situation. Jo Sherring, leader of the Epsom Refugee Network, told Epsom and Ewell Times: “As we
launch an appeal for new sponsors in the area, we welcome the news of the increased thank you payments which we hope
may encourage more families to consider offering a place of safety to a family fleeing Ukraine.  We are also desperate to
find sponsors for families who are already in the UK and are having to move on from their first sponsor and find a new
host  fami ly .  I f  you  are  th inking  of  host ing  and  have  quest ions  p lease,  p lease  get  in  touch” .
www.epsomrefugeenetwork.org  

Surrey County Council and local district and borough councils who are managing the “Homes for Ukraine” scheme
locally have agreed an additional thank you payment, to be paid monthly to host families from end of November 2022 to
March 2023.  This is acknowledging that the financial circumstances faced by host families in Surrey, who welcomed
Ukrainians into their homes, will have changed from the time they agreed to host Ukrainian families to our current
economic situation in the UK.

Currently, host families are paid £350 a month for being sponsors, this payment will be increased by £250 to £600 a
month from end of November 2022.  This is to compensate for the rise in energy, food and fuel bills in this cost-of-living
crisis. This applies to existing hosts who are already in receipt of thank you payments, and new hosts who complete all the

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/community-asset-to-be-stripped
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/grayling-stood-up-by-developers
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/more-cash-for-ukraine-refugee-hosts
http://www.epsomrefugeenetwork.org/
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checks satisfactorily going forward. This funding comes from DLUHC (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and
Communities) via the County Council to the district and borough councils to pay the sponsors directly once they have
passed all the relevant housing, DBS (Disclosure and Barring Service) and safeguarding checks.

Surrey County Council leader Cllr Tim Oliver said “We are forever grateful for the unerring warm welcome and support
that communities, charities, and district and boroughs continue to offer our Ukrainian guests here in Surrey. But in
particular to those sponsor families who have opened their homes up to welcome Ukrainian families to live alongside them
and their families.  As if  this sacrifice were not enough, we now need to ensure that they are not being penalised
financially and can continue to offer support as sponsors in this current economic climate. Unfortunately, the conflict in
Ukraine continues and so there is still a need for host families. SCC has taken the decision to increase the thank you
payments after fears many people wouldn’t be able to afford to extend their current six-month agreements as winter
approaches and the cost-of-living bites.”

Additional reporting from Surrey County Council news.

Emissions a taxing issue for Council
17 November 2022

Thursday 27th October’s meeting of Epsom and Ewell’s Licensing Committee was taxed by emission standards for the
Town’s black cabs. Over the summer the Council had circulated a draft hackney carriage and private hire vehicle and
driver policy for consultation. One local response was “Black diesel cabs have the highest emissions of any vehicle and
they regularly travel up and down my road polluting the air. The most common black cab models in London are polluting
the streets with nitrogen oxide (NOX) emissions up to 30 times the level of personal petrol cars of the same age.”

In London since 1 January 2018, taxis presented for licensing for the first time have needed to be Zero Emission Capable.
This means having CO2 emissions of no more than 50g/km and a minimum 30 mile zero emission range. First-time taxi
vehicle licences are no longer granted to diesel taxis. ZEC taxis with petrol engines need to meet the latest emissions
standard (currently Euro 6). Transport for London offers £7500 payments to support taxi-drivers making these changes.

Cllr Julie Morris (LibDem College Ward) asked why the proposed new taxi policy could not require all new applications
for hackney and private hire vehicle licences to be ULEZ compliant (ultra-low emission zone). Despite issues of emissions
being raised during the consultation the draft policy had not specifically proposed such a requirement. The Council officer
stated that 12 months would be required to undergo a legally necessary consultation. Ms Morris went on to claim that the
Council was lacking in leadership over the climate emergency.

The draft policy requires new vehicle licence applications to comply with Euro 5 (the standard from 2011) rather than the
London standard of Euro 6 (applicable to new vehicles from 2015). The officer explained that implementing London’s
higher standards would risk reducing the provision of black cabs in Epsom as the income of local black cab drivers was
lower than their London counterparts.

The committee’s chair Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote) indicated that he would work with officers and endeavour to
achieve the required consultation and bring back a revision on emissions standards within 6 months. The committee
approved the new policy to go for decision by the Full Council in due course.

The Local Government Association advises that consultations should last between 6 to 8 weeks and possibly shorter in
urgent situations.

Click HERE for the full report to the committee – pages 11-138 re taxis.

Balancing the Borough’s Books
17 November 2022

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/emissions-a-taxing-issue-for-council
https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/documents/g1276/Public%20reports%20pack%2027th-Oct-2022%2019.30%20Licensing%20and%20Planning%20Policy%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/balancing-the-boroughs-books
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Borough budgets are difficult  to follow. However,  a  practice adopted this  year presents to Council  committees an
overview of budget plans. Without savings being made in the budgets for 2023/2024 onward the Council is predicted to
face a loss of £2.6 million by 2025/2026. [Small compared with Woking Borough Council’s Black-Hole of a debt of £2.4
billion – see our report on their debt HERE]

Thursday  27th  October’s  Licensing  Policy  and  Planning  Committee  received  a  report  from the  Council’s  Finance
Department. The overview and recommendations provided to the Councillors is helpful and highlights are reprinted with
some edits below. Full REPORT HERE (see pages 7 – 10). The recommendation approved by the Committee that “growth
items” must be funded from existing budgets means that some items will not grow but will diminish. Cuts might be
avoidable if recommended rises in various chargeable services are sufficient to pay.

Report to Councillors:

“The Council is facing a great deal of uncertainty, with sufficient information unlikely to be available to reliably predict
the medium-term impact of elevated inflation and the cost-of-living crisis on Council services before the end of 2022. As
such, the report to Strategy & Resources Committee modelled 3 scenarios – optimistic, neutral and pessimistic – to
forecast the Council’s future budget position.

In the neutral scenario, adopted for financial planning purposes, the Council faces a projected budget deficit of £2.6m by
2025/26.

Budget targets include:

Excluding any new growth in expenditure, a level of savings of £2.6 million is needed to achieve a balanced budget over
the next three year financial planning period to 2025/26.

Recommendations:

That estimates be prepared including the delivery of savings already identified in the Financial Plan for 2023/24 totalling
£215,000.

That at least £396,000 additional revenue be generated from an increase of 6% on discretionary fees and charges in
2023/24.

That a provision for pay award is made of £524,000 that would allow for a 3% cost of living increase.

That the homelessness service be set a target to reduce net costs by £243,000 per annum.

That any additional new growth items supported by Policy Committees will need to be fully funded from existing budgets.”

Milton Impossible finally accomplished in Epsom
17 November 2022

Epsom Playhouse‘s capacity audience had patiently waited 12 months after Milton Jones show was postponed in 2022.
The King of the One-Liners rewarded their forbearance with his unstoppable flow of puns and word play. “The other day I
said to my longstanding girlfriend – sit down”. That sort of thing in isolation is OK but when one of a torrent of double-
entendres laughter is irresistible.

Following one of Milton’s many granddads appearing on Zoom, Thomas Houghton provided a creditable and funny
warm-up act that was a substantial part of the first half. Not wishing to give too much away in case you wish to catch his
show on tour – Mr. Milton made deft use of national flags in holding topical and witty conversations between nations. The
EU and Union Jack exchange was the shortest and funniest.

The funny showman has nearby performances coming up in Horsham 29th October, Camberley 2nd November and

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/woking-up-to-a-very-big-debt-problem
https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/documents/g1276/Public%20reports%20pack%2027th-Oct-2022%2019.30%20Licensing%20and%20Planning%20Policy%20Committee.pdf?T=10
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/milton-impossible-finally-accomplished-in-epsom
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Farnham 4th November. See: https://miltonjones.com/live-dates/

Epsom’s Mental Health Week
17 November 2022

Epsom and Ewell based charities Love Me Love My Mind and The Friends of Horton Cemetery joined forces with
Surrey County Council Youth Workers and others this week. In Epsom Market Square on Saturday 8th October local
residents and visitors took part in the “Out of Sight, Out of Mind” Project. This Historic England supported project
raises awareness of  the Horton Cemetery  in Epsom. There are buried 9000 patients of  Epsom’s five now closed
psychiatric hospitals. The largest asylum cemetery in Europe.

Borough and County Councillor Bernie Muir joined in the Market Square painting of memorial flowers.

Cllr Bernie Muir paints a flower

The painting continued during a day of reflection and celebration on World Mental Health Day 10th October at St
Barnabas Church in Temple Road, Epsom. Activities included a walk to Horton Cemetery beside Hook Road and a song
and dance performance by students from Epsom’s Laine Theatre Arts School.

https://miltonjones.com/live-dates/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-mental-health-week
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Mayor Clive Woodbridge paints a flower

Mayor Clive Woodbridge joined the event and painted a flower. 900 ceramic flowers are being individually painted by
young and old throughout the Borough over the year. Workshops will be held to discuss the significance of the Cemetery
and the lives of those who ended up in this paupers’ graveyard. The aim is to plant the flowers near the Cemetery on
Mental Health Day 2023. The site was sold by the NHS to a property speculator in 1983 and has been neglected ever
since.

“Blot on the landscape” – Ewell care home inked in
17 November 2022

A derelict site in Ewell is to become a 70-bed care home. The Organ Inn was known to any one of Epsom and Ewell driving
to London. Situated prominently on the Ewell-By-Pass at the London Road junction. It last functioned as Jim Thompsons
with Thai Cuisine and was also known as The Organ and Dragon. The building was demolished and the ground left
derelict  for  years.  Thursday  6th  October  Epsom and  Ewell  Borough  Council’s  Planning Committee  granted  full
permission for the construction of a 70-room retirement care home of four storeys and a basement. Councillor Nigel
Colin (RA College Ward) described the site at present as “a blot on the landscape.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/blot-on-the-landscape-ewell-care-home-inked-in
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The Organ Inn before demolition. Image courtesy Peter Reed Epsom and Ewell History Explorer. Top Image: The site viewed from Ewell Bypass.

There were two objections registered that were dismissed by the Councillors in the face of a strong application supported
by planning officers. The construction of the home will contribute 38 units to the housing targets of the Borough of @ 579
per annum.

A Planning Need Assessment submitted by the applicant from Carterwood,  a  specialist  in health and social  care,
indicated that there is a net need for 1279 en-suite wetroom bedrooms in the market catchment area (4 miles from the
Application Site) and 540 in Epsom and Ewell. In terms of ‘specialist dementia’ care, the Assessment sets out that there is
a net need for 529 en-suite wetroom beds in the market catchment area and a net need for 226 en-suite wetroom beds in
Epsom and Ewell.

London Road care home plans. From design and access statement, credit: Simon Brown Architects

The Council officers reported that the developer applicant does not have experience in care-home provision. Surrey
County Council Adult Social Care commented on the application: ” While the Applicant is an organisation with no
history  of  operating  care  homes  itself,  there  is  no  reference  to  a  care  provider  working  in  partnership  with  the
organisation in the application. There is therefore very little indication of what type of care will be delivered on Site,
whether the care home will  operate with or without nursing care provision, and no description of exactly how the
particular development would benefit local residents or the joint health and social care system. The application therefore
suffers by comparison with others, which provide details of future operational plans. Having said this, regrettably, I
cannot find anything in the local planning policies which requires clarity on who will operate any future care development,
nor any requirement for an operator statement alongside other statements in the application.”

Cllr Alex Coley (RA Ruxley Ward) questioned this inexperience and was advised by officers that the developer will
contract with a specialist service provider.

Various  conditions  must  be met  by  the developer,  65 London Road Limited,  a  private  company under  the sole
directorship of Kirpal Singh. A company that has declared over £3 million in net assets in its last and only accounts
ending 31st March 2021 – in which it declared a trading loss of £2400.

The  Council  require  the  company  to  enter  an  agreement  (known  as  a  section  106)  to  contribute  money  to  the
improvement of bus infrastructure at both the A24 northside bus stop and A24 southside, including shelters and real time
passenger information;  a Push button controlled pedestrian crossing facilities on London Road and a 3-metre-wide
footpath on both the London Road and Ewell Bypass frontages of the Application Site, to be dedicated as public highway.

HOBBLEDOWN NOBBLEDOWN?
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This popular leisure destination for a family day out on Horton Lane Epsom had asked the Planning Committee for various
permits.  Installation  of  new restroom facilities,  new boundary  fencing and relocation  of  entrance gates,  new play
structures etc.

Tempers were tested somewhat when Cllr Coley stated a flood risk assessment was necessary before proceeding further.
Planning officers disagreed. Cllr Kate Chinn (Lab Court Ward) suggested that if the contention had been raised before
the meeting the public row could have been avoided. Cllr Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote) brought deliberations to an
inconclusive end my proposing a deferment of all of Hobbledown’s requests. A motion passed by all Councillors bar three.


