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Epsom Sports Club £1 million boost

Epsom Sports Club has been awarded £1 million in funding by Surrey County Council towards constructing a new clubhouse as
part of the YourFundSurrey Large Community scheme.

The clubhouse will open up new exterior and interior spaces, creating a shared space in the heart of the community for a wide
range of activities, with aims to support new participants to become active, particularly those from inactive and under-
represented groups. The clubhouse will be built at Epsom Sports Club’s sports facilities space in Old Schools Lane in Ewell,
where a range of sports and activities already take place such as cricket, croquet, hockey and tennis - to name a few.

As a charity that promotes active lifestyles and community recreation for Epsom and Ewell residents, providing facilities for
sports, recreation and other leisure activities, the Sports Club caters to all ages and abilities. Around 800 young people regularly
participate in these sports. Walking cricket and hockey

have been recently introduced for older members and a disability hockey group is also affiliated with the club.

Planning permission has been granted for a fully accessible single-storey building which will hold four changing rooms, a
clubroom for indoor activities, a kitchen and a bar for both participants and spectators.

Simon Everest, one of Epsom Sports Club’s Directors, said: “The facility will be open to local community groups to hire and we
anticipate that this will be of huge benefit to the Borough.”

The funding was granted after the YourFundSurrey panel was presented with the planned community usage of the new
clubhouse, which is said to hold activities such as exercise classes, art classes and the card game ‘bridge’. The panel was also
pleased to hear of potential plans for organisations such as guiding or scouts to make use of the facilities.

Natalia Anda, Chair of Epsom Hockey Club said: “We are so excited and grateful to have received this grant from
YourFundSurrey. “The clubhouse will made such a difference to the club in maximising the potential use of our outdoor sports
pitches, providing much needed changing facilities and a place to socialise for our members and the wider local community.”

BBC Question Time Came to Epsom

Last night, Epsom College played host to BBC’s Question Time, with Fiona Bruce at the helm. She opened the programme by
highlighting Epsom’s famed salts and rich horse racing heritage.

Epsom and Ewell Times will be staging a local “Question Time” for the Epsom and Ewell Parliamentary Candidates at the Adrian
Mann Theatre, NESCOT, Reigate Road in Ewell at 7pm on Wednesday 26th June. All welcome.

The Panel included Damian Hinds MP the Conservative School Minister, Wes Streeting MP, Labour’s Shadow Health
Secretary, Nigel Farage, Reform UK President, Rose Hudson-Wilkin, Bishop of Dover and Piers Morgan, TV Presenter and
Former Newspaper Editor.

Here is a summary of some of the questions and responses:
Question: “Is the idea of bringing back national service anything more than a political stunt?”

Damian Hinds: Defended the idea, suggesting it would broaden opportunities and foster a cohesive society, though Bruce noted
criticism from senior military figures.

Wes Streeting: Highlighted existing opportunities like local cadets and questioned the government’s track record over the past
14 years.

Rose Hudson-Wilkin: Cautioned against backdoor conscription, referencing existing youth programs.

Piers Morgan: Supported the idea for its potential to instill responsibility, but emphasized the need to address broader issues
affecting young people.

Nigel Farage: Dismissed the policy as a focus groupdriven stunt, pointing out its limited scope.
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Question: “Labour claims to reduce (NHS) waiting lists by extending working hours and asking doctors to work on weekends.
Where will you find the staff?”

Wes Streeting: Explained plans for voluntary extra shifts, while acknowledging current pay and working condition issues.
Damian Hinds: Agreed on the need for more doctors and better technology, but noted industrial action worsened the backlog.
Piers Morgan: Criticized the system'’s inability to cope with population growth and increased life expectancy.
Nigel Farage: Called for a rethink of NHS funding.
Rose Hudson-Wilkin: Highlighted the delay in developing a workforce plan.
Question: “Regardless of people coming over on small boats, legal immigration is out of control. What is the solution?”
Nigel Farage: Blamed Labour for opening the door to high migration and called for using Brexit powers to control it.
Rose Hudson-Wilkin: Advocated for addressing global issues causing migration and warned against political scapegoating.
Damian Hinds: Emphasized the need to welcome contributing migrants but acknowledged current numbers were too high.
Piers Morgan: Warned about the rhetoric used in discussing migrants and criticized the lack of control postBrexit.
Question: “Is it morally right to impose a tax on parents’ aspirations for their children?”

Wes Streeting: Defended Labour’s plan to remove tax exemptions for private schools, arguing for better funding for state
schools.

Piers Morgan: Condemned the policy as envy driven and harmful to aspirations.

Damian Hinds: Questioned the impact and minimal revenue from the tax.

Rose Hudson-Wilkin: Called for equitable resourcing of all schools.

Nigel Farage: Suggested more scholarships for working class children instead of taxing private schools.

The heated debate at Epsom College will be a night to remember for those lucky to get in and everyone at Epsom College who
watched it.

Maraam Nusair
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