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Surrey taking care of your future care
6 March 2025

Residents in Surrey and surrounding areas are being invited to take part in the first ever Planning for Your Future Day
aimed at helping people plan for the later life they want.

Two free events – one in Guildford and one online – are being held on 11 March to equip people with information to make
the right decisions at a time when they may need extra support.

Planning for Your Future Day – part of a campaign run by Surrey County Council in partnership with local charity Age UK
Surrey – aims to raise awareness of care and support options, costs of social care and ways to maintain independence. By
understanding options and starting conversations with loved ones early, people can make informed choices and avoid
rushed decisions in a crisis.

Resident research shows that 88 per cent of adults in Surrey are concerned about needing future support and 81 per cent
of local people are moderately, or really, concerned, about paying for care. This is an increase on the figure from just two
years ago.

Separate figures show that, each year, around 300 to 400 Surrey residents who are paying for their own care run out of
money, putting them at risk of having to move to a new care home, or their families needing to contribute a top-up to
cover the costs of the home.

Planning for Your Future Day is believed to be the first of its kind in the country and is already gaining regional
momentum, with three other local authorities – Hampshire, Oxfordshire and West Berkshire – also inviting their residents
to join the online event.

In Surrey, more than 2,000 people have already attended a Planning for Your Future presentation held in a community
location or joined an online webinar, and nine in ten people would recommend it to a friend.

The event on 11 March – at Guildford Baptist Church in Millmead – is set to be the biggest public event yet and will be
followed in the evening by the online webinar.

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, said: “It’s great to see Surrey at the
forefront of helping people take control of their future so they can make confident, informed decisions. This initiative
offers a wealth of useful tips and advice on everything from independent living to care costs, while also directing people to
the vast range of local support provided by charities, voluntary organisations, faith groups and neighbourhood networks.

“The Government commission on social care won’t report until 2028 so it’s vital that we equip people to navigate the
system that’s in place now. By getting out into the community with information and support, we can help people make the
right choices for them and avoid making decisions in a crisis which may not be suitable in the long run.”

Planning for Your Future aims to help those who will need to pay for care themselves or whose family pay members pay.
The events will cover key topics such as care options, typical costs of care, Powers of Attorney and practical steps to stay
independent for longer, including equipment and technology in the home.

The in-person event starts at 11am on 11 March and will include a talk, Q&A and some light refreshments, with everyone
who comes along able to leave with a checklist containing a reminder of the key points.

Alongside the council’s adult social care team and Age UK Surrey, the event will be attended by other organisations such
as Mole Valley Life, who can help respond to falls, and the Society of Later Life Advisors, who are financial planning
experts.

There will be an online version of the presentation the same evening at 7pm. Both sessions can be booked by visiting the
Planning for Your Future information hub on the Age UK Surrey website.

The in-person event will be held from 11am – 1pm on Tuesday 11 March at the Guildford Baptist Church, Millmead,
Guildford GU2 4BE.

Parking available at Portsmouth Road, Millmead and other local car parks.

The evening’s online presentation will take place on 11 March from 7pm.

Both sessions can be booked by visiting the Planning for Your Future information hub on the Age UK Surrey website.

Jekyll’s Ashtead garden plan can no longer hide
6 March 2025
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Recently unearthed plans of an Ashtead garden, designed by the renowned Gertrude Jekyll, have been donated to the
Surrey History Centre.

Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932) of Munstead Wood, Godalming, is celebrated as one of the greatest English garden designers.
Though she described herself as an ‘artist-gardener,’ Jekyll was also a painter, embroiderer, interior designer, author, and
photographer. As an early exponent of the Arts and Crafts Movement in Surrey, her legacy includes significant garden
plans, watercolours, photographs, and publications, all held at the Surrey History Centre.

The newly unearthed plans, detailing the garden at Warren Hurst in Ashtead, were thought to be lost but were discovered
inside a copy of Richard Bisgrove’s book, The Gardens of Gertrude Jekyll (1992). They were returned to a former property
owner, who brought them to the attention of the Surrey Gardens Trust. The plans have been donated to the Surrey
History Centre to enhance its extensive Jekyll collections.

The discovery of these two plans is important. While other plans of Warren Hurst exist in the Gertrude Jekyll Collection at
the University of California, Berkeley, and can be accessed through the Surrey Gardens Trust website, these newly found
plans offer more detailed evidence of Jekyll’s work.

One plan is a tracing made by the house architect, Percy Leeds, to communicate with Jekyll. He wrote notes on it, asking
her questions about planting and plant sourcing, and she responded with her own instructions. The other plan is a rough
pencil copy of one of Jekyll’s detailed herbaceous border designs, given to the architect for reference.

Together, these plans show that the garden project was active in July 1914, just before the First World War began. They
capture the creative exchange between Jekyll and the architect as they brought her designs to life. These documents offer
a fascinating insight into Jekyll’s methods and types of plants and shrubs, confirming that the garden was fully planted.

The Surrey History Centre’s Conservator, with funding from the Surrey Gardens Trust, has meticulously conserved the
garden plans. The conservation process included surface cleaning, light humidification and flattening to remove creases,
and repairing torn or fragile areas using wheat starch paste and Japanese paper. Once conserved, the plans will be
mounted on sturdy boards and protected in archival polyester sleeves. The plans will be featured in an exhibition of
archive treasures at the Surrey History Centre’s Open Day on Saturday 8th March.

Councillor Denise Turner Stewart, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Customer and Communities, said:

“The donation of these plans is a remarkable addition to our collection. Gertrude Jekyll’s work continues to inspire and
educate, and we are thrilled to preserve and share these historical documents with the public.

The upcoming Open Day on 8th March is a fantastic opportunity for residents and visitors to explore these plans and other
fascinating collections. With our friendly and helpful staff, we would like to see as many residents as possible using the
Surrey History Centre for research and discovering the fascinating history of the county of Surrey.

Whether you’re a history buff or simply curious about our work, the day will offer something for everyone, so do come
along and explore our diverse collections.”

Sarah Dickinson, Chair of Surrey Gardens Trust, added:

“It is a rare moment when lost Gertrude Jekyll plans come to light. These are working drawings, the tools of her trade.
They enhance our understanding of Jekyll’s garden design practice. They narrate a moment in history, the Summer of
1914, when a Jekyll design and its planting is being implemented.

We are transported to Jekyll’s desk and witness her tenacity as she responds to questions from the architect who is
overseeing the planting of this garden. Surrey Gardens Trust is equally thrilled to be part of this revelation and to support
the preservation and presentation of these unique documents.”

For more information on the Open Day and to book a place on a behind-the-scenes tour, please visit the Surrey History
Centre website.

Discover more about Gertrude Jekyll sources at the Surrey History Centre.

Explore Gertrude Jekyll’s Surrey Archive on the Surrey Gardens Trust’s website for additional insights.

Funding for new apprenticeships now available to
Surrey businesses
6 March 2025
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Businesses can grow their workforce and boost productivity in just a few clicks by getting an apprenticeship funded by
Surrey County Council.

As part of the Apprenticeship Levy Transfer Scheme, small and medium enterprises across the county can get fully funded
support to train local talent.

Apprenticeships are widely recognised as a cost-effective way to recruit, improving diversity and filling skills gaps. In
time, they can also help businesses grow, improve employee retention and support the wider economy.

Funding is available to pay for the training of dozens of new apprenticeships across the county. It is open to all businesses
in Surrey and allocated on a first come, first served basis – meaning those interested should apply swiftly via the Surrey
County Council website.

For those unsure of the process, a free 45-minute webinar will be hosted by the Council’s Business Surrey service on
February 26. Reserve your space today to discover more about modern-day apprenticeships and how businesses can
access funding.

One Surrey organisation that has benefited already from the scheme is Sight for Surrey, a charity that provides specialist
support for people in Surrey with sensory loss. Diane Smith, Head of Adult Services says:

“We have used the levy to support internal succession for those wanting to pursue a career in Social Work from the Deaf
Community. More recently we used the levy to support three new apprentices in roles that are recognised to be under
resourced across the sector nationally as well as in Surrey.

“The process of completing the Levy Transfer scheme was simple and smooth due to the responsive support from the
Council. Our Deaf Services Social Worker has recently graduated from Kingston University and our three new apprentices
are settled and progressing well in their new careers! All making an impact for residents of the Surrey community.”

The call comes in National Apprenticeship Week (February 10 to 16), which is a national celebration of the opportunities
presented by the training schemes.

According to government figures, benefits of apprenticeships include:

96% of employers report benefits to their business
employers make a net gain of between £2,500 and £18,000 per apprentice during their training period
80% of businesses see a significant increase in employee retention
Almost two-thirds of all UK apprenticeships in the last year have been funded by the apprenticeship levy.

This is a pool of funding made available by large employers, such as the Council, to make apprenticeships more accessible
to SMEs. The Council wants as many local residents and businesses to benefit from the scheme as possible – which is why
the online process can be completed in a matter of minutes.

Matt Furniss, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport, and Economic Growth, emphasised the council’s
commitment to providing opportunities for all. He said: “Apprenticeships are a proven cost-effective way to recruit which
benefit businesses and employees, as well as the broader economy. As an organisation we are committed to providing
opportunities to all of our residents, which includes creating a skilled workforce for the future. “The levy transfer scheme
is a fantastic way for SMEs to access funding to develop and grow their workforce – which is why I encourage them to
discover more about this fantastic opportunity.”

For more information on how to apply for the Apprenticeship Levy and to start the process of recruiting talented
apprentices, visit https://www.businesssurrey.co.uk/workforce/apprenticeship_levy/

Tackling health inequalities in Surrey
6 March 2025

Surrey County Council has been awarded 5 years of funding by the National Institute for Health and Care Research
(NIHR) to create a Health Determinants Research Collaboration  (HDRC).  The £5m funding will  help the local
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authority to build capacity to do research on prevention and create a culture of using evidence in making decisions.

NIHR HDRC Surrey’s vision is to improve health of our residents and reduce health inequalities which are driven by the
social determinants of health. To achieve this, the HDRC Surrey will use the funding to enhance local research capacity,
drive research on prevention and public health where evidence isn’t yet available. It will also embed a culture of evidence-
informed decision-making which is based on local knowledge underpinned by community involvement and issues that
matter most to our residents.

HDRC Surrey is a partnership between the council, the University of Surrey, and voluntary and community partners.
Together, over the next five years, we will focus on:

• Improving our research governance and infrastructure
• Building research capacity and providing training support
• Supporting knowledge mobilisation
• Conducting robust research that reflects the needs and experiences of local communities
• Embedding meaningful public involvement at the heart of Surrey HDRC’s work

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, said: “This ambitious project will facilitate a rigorous focus on health
inequalities in Surrey. The substantial funding will ensure sustainability in our approach. We already work closely with
the University of Surrey and this research programme will build on our existing relationship to provide people locally with
better opportunities and outcomes.”

Councillor  Mark Nuti,  Cabinet  Member for  Health & Wellbeing,  and Public  Health,  said:  “Improving  the
wellbeing of residents across Surrey is something that we all strive to achieve. Prevention is the key to a better and
healthier place to live and to achieve this we need to know where and how best to invest money and resources. This new
funding will enable a fantastic partnership between the council, the University of Surrey and voluntary and community
sector to strengthen our research infrastructure. The new research infrastructure will  be invaluable in guiding and
informing decision-making that will have a real, positive impact on our residents’ lives leaving no one left behind.”

Professor  Lisa  Collins  Pro Vice  Chancellor,  Research and Innovation at  University  of  Surrey,  said:  “The
University of Surrey is thrilled to partner with the local authority and involve the community on this vital health research
collaboration. The funding will empower us to conduct impactful research that addresses the unique health challenges
faced by residents.”

Ruth Hutchinson, Surrey County Council’s Director of Public Health, said: “The NIHR grant is exciting as it will
enable us to work more collaboratively with the University of Surrey, Districts and Boroughs and local communities to
directly meet people’s health needs in Surrey, leading to better outcomes.”

Why Surrey?

Although Surrey is seen to be one of the most affluent parts of the UK, there are areas with high levels of deprivation
associated with poor health. In 2020, someone living in the most deprived area of Surrey is likely to live 10 years less than
someone living in the most affluent part of the county. To address this, we need to better understand how factors like the
built  environment,  housing  and the  economy affect  people’s  health  in  Surrey.  Our  Health  Determinants  Research
Collaboration (HDRC) will help us to do this.

HDRC Surrey will improve how, as a local authority, we use research to get a better understanding of what works and for
whom to reduce health inequalities.

Image courtesy: RDNE Stock project

Will Surrey potholes outwit AI?
6 March 2025

Surrey County Council will now use AI to detect potholes to help speed up road repairs across the county.

Computer vision cameras fitted to dashboards inside highways vehicles will spot and photograph potholes which will then
be automatically recorded for repair. Future enhancements will see other defects such as missing signs and foliage
overgrowth also programmed for repair.

Highways Inspectors will no longer need to step onto the road to manually carry out inspections which will make the
process safer and more efficient. Potholes that don’t need immediate attention will also be regularly tracked to ensure
they are dealt with when needed.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said, “We have some of the
country’s busiest roads and we’re working incredibly hard to improve them, with nearly £300m allocated to repairing and
improving Surrey’s roads and pavements over the next five years (2023 – 2028).

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/will-surrey-potholes-outwit-ai
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“Adopting this technology will mean we can proactively log and fix potholes, helping to ensure we have well-maintained
roads across the county for our residents.

“We’re also resurfacing more roads and pavements than ever with 100 miles of  roads and 30 miles of  pavements
resurfaced by our highways teams from April – December 2024 alone. This will make our highway network more resilient
which will reduce the number of potholes that develop on our roads in the first place.

“I’m also pleased that we are pioneering AI technology to detect potholes as championed by the government just this
week.”

Connell McLaughlin, CEO of Route Reports said, “We’re thrilled to formalise this long-term partnership with Surrey
County  Council,  who were  among our  earliest  supporters  and collaborators  in  developing Route  Reports’  AI  road
maintenance platform.

“Their feedback and hands-on involvement played a key role in refining our defect detection technology to ensure it meets
the real-world needs of the community. This partnership exemplifies how innovative solutions and local expertise can
come together to make roads safer, more efficient, and more sustainable.”

Surrey County Council is the first local authority in the UK to move away from manual inspections and solely use video
and AI technology to log and programme pothole repairs. The council has worked with provider, Route Reports, to trial
and develop the software.

Residents can also report and track road and pavement issues on Surrey County Council’s website.

Image: Pothole in Woodcote Road Epsom

Surrey carers getting digital support
6 March 2025

Surrey County Council is rolling out additional support for tens of thousands of unpaid carers living in the county as part
of a new digital service. 

At least 90,000 people in Surrey provide unpaid care for friends, family members or neighbours. Through the new
initiative, these unpaid carers will gain access to a wide range of free on-demand services, aimed at supporting individuals
with the day-to-day realities of caring. 

The initiative is being delivered by Mobilise – a carer-led digital community – in partnership with Surrey County Council.
It will provide a complementary layer of added support that can be accessed remotely via an online hub by anyone caring
for a loved one in the county. New digital support services which carers in Surrey are set to gain access to include:  

An online peer community of thousands of fellow carers from across the UK – with the chance to share advice
and experiences through a community forum and during regular events, such as the ‘virtual cuppa’  

Easy-to-use, self-service tools  outlining the different forms of support which carers may be entitled to –
including Carer’s Allowance – and guidance on how to navigate eligibility criteria and access various benefits, for
example 

Tailor-made support guides on everything from how to balance caring with full-time work, to managing
personal health and wellbeing while looking after someone else 

Information on carers’ rights and relevant social care law, in line with the latest government guidance 

An AI-powered ‘assistant’ is also available to help carers quickly and easily find the specific information, resources or
support that they need.   

Martin, a carer from Surrey who looks after their partner, said: “I’m delighted to have come across Mobilise. It’s
great to know that there is a wide community of carers who can, without judgement, share their honest views and
experiences on such a wide range of topics. It’s reassuring to know that there are like-minded people out there and that
we’re not alone.” 

Suzanne Bourne, Co-Founder and Head of Carer Support at Mobilise, commented: “An increasing number of us
are taking on caring responsibilities, with one million additional carers set to emerge in the UK over the next ten years.
The reality of caring will look different for each of these people – including the 90,000 people who are looking after their
loved ones in Surrey. 
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“For some, it will start with needing to check in with family members more frequently, with caring responsibilities
increasing over time. For others, it might be a case of having always needed to support relatives with their medication,
self-care, and appointments, or even full-time care. But in each and every case, having the right support is vital.   

“That’s why we’re proud to be partnering with Surrey County Council to deliver additional support for carers living in the
county. Through our community of carers – the largest of its kind – carers in Surrey will gain access to a powerful peer
support network, as well as round-the-clock advice, resources, and guidance from experts. We’re delighted to be able to
work to connect carers in Surrey to this added support and to each other.” 

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, said: “Carers play a crucial role
in families and in our local communities by supporting people who would otherwise struggle to cope alone which is why
it’s so important for us to make sure carers themselves are cared for.     

“We’re pleased to be partnering with Mobilise to reach more carers across Surrey and support them in new and different
ways. I’d encourage anyone who looks after a family member or friend to visit the Mobilise online community and explore
the additional support available.” 

Vicky Stobbart, Director of Long Term Planning Delivery and Senior Responsible Officer for Carers at Surrey
Heartlands Integrated Care Board, added: “This initiative with Mobilise is a wonderful way for carers across Surrey to
gain additional, digital support with their day-to-day caring duties. We’re delighted that it’s being rolled out and look
forward to seeing the benefits as our carers start to use it.”

For more information about the support now available in Surrey, visit Surrey’s Mobilise community. To start accessing
support, the Mobilise app can be downloaded via the Apple App Store or Google Play, with more information available on
Mobilise’s website. 

Surrey University Launches UN-Affiliated Centre to
Tackle Climate Change
6 March 2025

Drastically improving the UK’s ability to address climate change is the grand challenge that the new United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)-affiliated CIFAL centre at the University of Surrey will tackle.

CIFAL Surrey will  be officially  launched on Monday,  25 November,  with a  ceremonial  UN flag raising,  a  Signing
Ceremony and a panel event. In attendance will be a senior delegation from UNITAR, including Alexander Mejia, Head of
the CIFAL Global Network and Director of the Division for People and Social  Inclusion at UNITAR, other UNITAR
delegates, Zöe Franklin, M.P. for Guildford, alongside a range of the university’s collaborative partners in business and
government.

Drawing on the University’s strong research heritage and active engagement in sustainability, the new CIFAL Centre
(Centre International de Formation des Autorités et Leaders), known as ‘CIFAL Surrey’, will work with UNITAR (the UN’s
training branch) and the CIFAL Global Network among other stakeholders to lead both training and capacity-building
initiatives in sustainability. In doing so, CIFAL Surrey will make a unique and much-needed contribution to empowering
climate leadership through enhanced climate literacy within and beyond Surrey.

As part of its activities, CIFAL Surrey will work in partnership with national and local government, industry, civil society,
and beyond, developing sustainable economic practices, and helping to advance action towards the UN’s Sustainable
Development Goals.

Situated  within  the  University’s  Institute  for  Sustainability,  CIFAL  Surrey  will  draw strongly  on  multi-disciplinary
expertise in delivering both training and capacity building on a wide range of sustainability challenges, to help facilitate
knowledge  exchange  among  leaders  in  government,  the  private  sector,  and  civil  society  –  locally,  nationally  and
internationally, as well as UK-based international organisations.

Professor Amelia Hadfield, the University of Surrey’s Associate Vice President for External Engagement, and the new
Director of CIFAL Surrey, said:

“Sustainability is far more than just a philosophy limited to net zero here at the University of Surrey. For us, and our
community, sustainability reflects our deep, shared commitment to rebuilding a thriving planet for future generations.
From the fundamentals  of  climate change to advanced policy implementation,  CIFAL Surrey will  provide hands-on
training and resources to national and local government, businesses, and community groups, helping them deliver on the
demands for a more sustainable future.
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“Focused on knowledge sharing, skills building and decision-making, CIFAL Surrey will connect local expertise with
global insight, fostering collaboration across government, the private sector, civil society, and the United Nations system
to  drive  sustainable  progress.  As  CIFAL Surrey  Director,  I’m delighted  to  be  working  with  our  own Institute  for
Sustainability, other CIFAL centres around the world, and UNITAR itself to deliver these critical goals.”

CIFAL Surrey is the second UN-affiliated centre on campus, following the 2023 launch of the Centre of Excellence for
Ageing, which appointed its first cohort of Fellows in June 2024.

Nathalie Hinds, co-founder of the Institute for Sustainability at the University of Surrey, said:

“If the UK is to be a leader on sustainability, leaders need more than just an awareness of net zero – they need the skills to
create  real  change.  CIFAL  Surrey’s  training  gives  leaders  hands-on  experience  with  sustainable  practices  and
governance, focusing on systems thinking and breaking down silos across sectors. Alumni of CIFAL Surrey will leave not
only with world-renowned accreditation but they will also be part of a global network of alumni, gaining access to our
Sustainability Innovation Hub for insights, research partnerships, and ongoing support.”

Mr Alex Mejia, Division Director at United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), said:

“We are honoured to inaugurate CIFAL Surrey, hosted by the University of Surrey, a renowned global institution at the
forefront of innovation and learning. This new centre will mark an important step in our mission to advance sustainable
development and capacity-building worldwide. It will serve as a vital hub for fostering collaboration, innovation, and
knowledge exchange across the United Kingdom and beyond.”

Deputy Leader and Lead Councillor for Regeneration at Guildford Borough Council, Cllr Tom Hunt, said:

“We are proud to support the launch of CIFAL Surrey and be a key partner in the project. This initiative will play a big
role in driving sustainable development. It will give us the chance to work together to share knowledge, improve skills and
deliver practical solutions for our communities. One of our key priorities as a council is to create a more sustainable
borough. Our partnership with CIFAL gives us a unique opportunity to work alongside local, national and international
experts to ensure a bright, sustainable future for Guildford.”

Councillor Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth at Surrey County Council, said:

“It’s a pleasure to be able to welcome the team from the United Nations to launch this new international centre in the
heart of Surrey. The CIFAL centre will play a key role in promoting sustainable development at home and abroad while
also opening up opportunities for our communities.  It  also reinforces the region’s global reputation for innovation,
research and knowledge exchange.”

£12 million bus boost for Surrey
6 March 2025

Surrey County Council has been allocated £12,074,800 from the Department for Transport, to further improve and protect
local buses.  

The council will work with bus operators to allocate the funding, which is likely to generate more frequent buses on
popular routes, protect services in rural areas and improve punctuality.

The investment will also be used to help Surrey bus services grow their passenger numbers and to support people who
rely on them to make essential journeys.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth at Surrey County Council said, “I’m
delighted that Surrey will  benefit  from this essential  funding which will  help us to build upon our own significant
investment and encourage more people to take the bus.

We’ve recently added 54 new zero emission buses to our fleet, invested £6.3m in more ultra-low and zero emission
community transport minibuses, £9m in bus priority measures to ensure Surrey buses turn up on time, and £1.4m in
improving information for passengers at bus stops.

Our Surrey LINK card gives young people half-price bus travel and we’ve expanded our on-demand Surrey Connect bus
services to cover areas where there are limited fixed bus routes, giving more options to travel by bus for all residents
right across Surrey, particularly supporting our rural areas.”

26 million journeys were made by bus in Surrey during 2023.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/12-million-bus-boost-for-surrey


22nd October 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
8

Surrey showing true grit for winter roads
6 March 2025

Surrey’s team of gritter drivers are now available 24/7 to help keep residents moving during the colder months.

Our 39 state-of-the art gritting vehicles are ready to grit the county’s busiest routes before and during severe weather,
using the 10,000 tonnes of salt stored at our four Surrey depots.

Winter arrangements typically begin in October and run until the end of March although this period can be extended
depending on weather conditions.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth said, “We’re committed to keeping
drivers safe here in Surrey and investing in our roads.

“When temperatures plummet, our highways teams across the county will be ready to work around the clock to keep
traffic moving on our primary routes using our new, efficient gritters.

“Keeping our roads safe this winter is part of a series of highways improvements we’ll be making across our busy
network.”

Surrey needs more foster carers
6 March 2025

Fostering can mean everything to those involved; that is the message of a powerful new fostering film from over 100
councils. 

‘Everything’,  a  new fostering  recruitment  film,  will  have  its  Surrey  premier  at  a  private  screening  and  fostering
information session at Nova Cinema, Woking, on Thursday 14 November. 

As well  as  celebrating our existing community of  Surrey foster carers,  the event will  offer  residents who may be
considering fostering the opportunity to learn all about the fostering journey. A panel discussion with foster carers, care
experienced young people and fostering staff will provide the opportunity for questions, as well as to hear directly from
those with first-hand experience of the power becoming a foster carer has to transform lives. Not just those of children
being fostered, but of the foster carers and their families too. 

Highlighting the need for more foster carers in Surrey, Councillor Clare Curran, Cabinet Member for Children,
Families and Lifelong Learning, said; 

“At Surrey County Council we have over 1,000 children in our care and we currently have just under 400 foster families.
We want children to live and thrive in homes within the county, where this is in the right thing for them. While 42% of
fostered children in Surrey live with our foster carers within the geographical borders of the county, our aim is that by
2030 that number will be up to 65%. 

“The ‘Everything’ project has given our fostering service an amazing film that shows the long-term impact that fostering
can have, with relationships between carers and children lasting well into adulthood. Every council wants to recruit more
foster carers, and by collaborating to produce this emotionally powerful film, we can show people how rewarding and life-
changing being a foster carer can be. 

“The message is the same for all of us – we need more people to step forward and become foster carers. ‘Everything’ will
help us to reach more people in our communities and encourage them to find out more about this really rewarding role. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-showing-true-grit-for-winter-roads
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-needs-more-foster-carers
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“We are committed to giving the vulnerable children and young people we care for the best chance to thrive, and for the
vast majority of them that would be to live with a local fostering family. Our ambition is for at least 30 new foster families
across Surrey to join us by the end of March 2025.” 

Children who enter the care system have often experienced trauma and instability in their lives, and a caring, stable
foster family can make a significant difference in their wellbeing and development.  

Nationally, there are currently over 70,000 children living with around 56,000 foster families in the UK. However, there is
still a significant shortage of foster carers, with around 9,265 new foster families needed in the next year alone.  

To learn more about fostering for Surrey, register online for your free place at our fostering information session on 14
November, or visit Fostering – Surrey County Council. 

The ‘Everything’ film 

‘Everything’ is the seventh film produced by a growing partnership of councils and children’s trusts to promote local
authority fostering. The ‘Everything’ project is the largest collaboration yet, with participants from Cumbria to Devon and
Lancashire to Essex. 

‘Everything’ follows foster carer Mike and his family on a journey through time with two of the children they have looked
after, who are now adults. A surprise 60th birthday party for Mike gives Will and Zara a chance to reflect on how being
fostered made a difference to their lives, thanking him for everything. 

Thanks to footage shot on a genuine old camcorder, we are taken to the 1990s, to see how Will settles into the family. We
also jump back to the 2010s, when a young Zara is being taught to play the guitar by Mike, something that comes full
circle when she performs a song at the party. Mike’s son Chris is involved throughout, showing the important role the
children of foster carers play.  

The concluding message of the film is that what you do with your life could forever change someone else’s – encouraging
people to foster in order to make that change. 

The film was developed with the input and insight of foster carers and people with care experience, was produced by Reel
TwentyFive and project managed by public sector media partner CAN/Rachel Brown. Project Director, Rachel Brown
describes the main message of the film: “Many people don’t realise how common it is for relationships made through
fostering to last well beyond the ‘official’ caring role. This has a huge impact on the lives of those who have been fostered,
giving them stability and security well into adulthood. 

“We also wanted to reflect how the children of foster carers make a difference to children when they come into care,
helping them to feel part of the family. 

“Having over 100 councils taking part in the project, the film will reach a very wide audience, encouraging people to find
out more and take the steps towards becoming a foster carer.  

“Fostering with your local council or children’s trust means you can better support local children and young people who
need a safe and nurturing home where they can grow and thrive.” 

Sarah Thomas, chief executive of the Fostering Network says: “The Fostering Network has been proud to support the
collaborative film projects since ‘Giants’ in 2017. It’s great to see local authority fostering services pooling resources to
produce another amazing film. ‘Everything’ will help to amplify their message about the chronic shortage of fostering
households, encouraging more people to come forward and foster.” 

Surrey support for the “financially challenged”
6 March 2025

Surrey County Council welcomes the extension by government of the Household Support Fund in this year’s Autumn
Statement, after 86,000 Surrey households were supported by the fund last year.

In addition to the Household Support fund this autumn and winter, the council will continue to support residents with
financial help, support and information. The council has, alongside partners, established a priority focus on 21 key
neighbourhoods identified as having the highest levels of disadvantage, aligning with the organisation’s aim to enable as
many people as possible to access the right support.

Councillor Mark Nuti, Cabinet Member for Health, Wellbeing and Public Health said: “We recognise times are
still financially challenging for both Surrey residents and local government. As an organisation we commit to do the best
we can with the resources we have available to us – working with system-wide partners across Surrey to ensure No One Is
Left Behind. We therefore welcome the continuing support the Household Fund provides us to help Surrey’s most
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vulnerable residents and organisations such as SGN who have once again supported us with funding.” 

Other support available to residents includes:

Continued provision of the Surrey Crisis Fund. Thanks to funding from SGN, the council is able to offer the
continued provision of the Surrey Crisis Fund. The Surrey Crisis Fund provides financial help to Surrey residents
who have nowhere else to turn in an emergency or following a disaster. It also can provide assistance to set up a
home in the community where no other funds or resources are available. 

Warm Welcomes launch again in November across the county as places where residents can enjoy a safe,
warm, friendly environment to have a hot drink, read a book, socialise with others and receive energy saving
information and advice.  

Surrey County Council have been working with Citizens Advice who can provide free advice and support on
benefits, housing, debt and a range of other problems that people might be experiencing.  

The online Financial, Welfare and Health and Wellbeing Hub  has been updated with the all the latest
information to help with everyday living expenses surreycc.gov.uk/welfare. 

Free online Energy Advice Tool for information and advice on a range of topics including debt relief grants and
fuel vouchers. 

Surrey County Council is working in partnership with FurbNow to launch a Home Energy Improvement ‘One-
Stop Shop’ offering subsidised ‘Home Energy Plans’ and hassle-free energy saving measure installations. 

Continue to work closely with the Voluntary Community Social Enterprise sector to ensure the right support
gets to Surrey’s most vulnerable residents.  

52 Libraries  across Surrey continue to provide face-to-face support in communities for those who may be
struggling.  Providing  a  space  to  meet  others,  offering  free  Wi-Fi,  access  to  computers,  digital  upskilling,
volunteers who can help with digital support. 

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service Safe and Well visits out in the community often identify vulnerable residents
and where they think appropriate,  they can provide winter  essentials,  heaters,  fuel  vouchers  and electric
blankets thanks to our partnership with SGN. 

Working with the Surrey Coalition of Disabled People to provide a number of cost-of-living initiatives to support
disabled residents with rising energy bills. 

In October, as part of the organisation’s ongoing priority of ensuring No One Is Left Behind, Surrey County
Council signed the Good Company’s End Poverty Pledge – Surrey County Council signs the End Poverty
Pledge | Surrey News 

The Community Helpline is also available to talk to someone to help residents check that they are getting all the financial
support they are entitled to and maximising their income. The Community Helpline is available on 0300 200 1008 9am to
5pm Monday to Friday except bank holidays.  

Photo by Timur Weber

Surrey smokers quitting for free
6 March 2025

Ex-smoker Councillor Mark Nuti, Cabinet Member for Health and Wellbeing, and Public Health, visited the One You
Surrey stop smoking service to find out how we’re supporting smokers to quit.

Around 12% of adults in Surrey smoke, and from personal experience Mark knows that it can be tough to give up
smoking. When he visited Stop Smoking Advisors Lottie and Tutua from the One You Surrey Stop Smoking Service, he
found that there is lots of support available to help people in Surrey make this life-changing choice.
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One You Surrey offer a free quitting service, to help residents make the first step towards a healthier and smoke-free life.
With access to free quitting aids, including e-cigarettes, nicotine replacement patches and gum, as well as encouragement
and support to guide smokers through their quitting journey, One You Surrey are there every step of the way. One You
Surrey offer a personalised service, including 1:1 sessions and online support. Whether this is someone’s first shot at
quitting smoking, or whether they feel like they’ve tried it all, the advisors at One You Surrey are here to find what works.
Smokers who quit with the help of a stop smoking service are 4 times more likely to quit for good, as Mark found.

Mark told us: “The benefits of quitting smoking make this challenging journey well worth it!” After just 72 hours, you will
already be able to breathe better and will have more energy. Your sense of taste and smell will improve, and quitting can
boost your mood and help you to feel less stressed. And you could save close to £2000 a year, enough for a holiday or
towards a new car.“

Smoking Cessation Lead Tutua shared: “Last year we were able to support over 1500 people in Surrey to successfully quit
smoking. I love seeing the benefits our clients gain through their time with us, from the positive financial impact of
quitting right through to people being able to run around with their children or grandchildren without getting out of
breath as easily.”

To  find  out  how  One  You  Surrey  can  support  you,  or  someone  you  know,  in  your  smoke-free  journey,
visit https://oneyousurrey.org.uk/programmes/stop-smoking/. It’s well worth it!
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