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Calculating the cost of care in Surrey
Surrey residents and their families can now benefit from a simple new online tool to help them be prepared for the costs of care,
if they become less able.

Many of us don’t realise that we are likely to have to pay for some or all of our own care, especially if we have savings over
£14,250. And while most people who need care tend to be older, support needs can emerge at any age due to illness or injury. 

Surrey County Council’s new Care Cost Indicator allows people who arrange and pay for their care to see how much it may cost
to stay in a typical residential / nursing home compared to receiving care or support in their own home. Using a simple slider to
choose the number of weeks, months or years they wish to plan for, people can judge how long their savings or assets may last.  

Once people know the costs, it’s easier to prepare, or see how spending some money now can help avoid more expensive care
further down the line. Simple equipment, new technology or small changes to people’s homes can make the difference between
living independently and needing assistance. 

Research with Surrey residents in January 2025 highlighted: 

81% were concerned how they would pay for their care 

Only 13% have sought or plan to seek independent financial advice about care costs 

Furthermore,  a  recent  study  into  care  home  residents  by  the  independent  health  and  social  care  champion
Healthwatch Surrey showed only 33% of people interviewed had actually planned for the costs involved. 

The new indicator,  which was designed and tested with local people,  aims to prompt residents to plan ahead. The online
information features lots of useful tips to help with preparation and ensure that future arrangements are affordable.  

Figures show that Surrey residents live longer than most other parts of the country. But the same reported data shows that at
least a decade is likely to be spent in poorer health, increasing the likelihood of care being required.  

While homeowners in Surrey might think they can always use the proceeds from a house sale to fund any care they need, even
this is not certain. Based on an average house sale of around £590,000, if a couple both needed to move into a care home,
their nest egg could easily be used up in a little over three and a half years.  

Sinead Mooney, Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care at Surrey County Council, said: “No-one knows what the future
will hold for us or our loved ones, but understanding the costs of care is complex and many people are shocked to learn the true
figures.  

“Doing what we can to stay independent and live in our own home is most people’s goal, and receiving care at home from a
visiting provider can be more cost-effective than a move into a residential facility. But we also need to be aware that our needs
may change – and discuss our wishes with our families.  

“Every year we see people who are ‘self-funding’ run out of money, at which point their families may have to step in to help them
stay in a more expensive care home, rather than face the upheaval of moving. Planning ahead can lessen the chance of that
happening, which is why appreciating the price you can expect to pay forcare is so important.” 

The Care Cost Indicator can be found at www.surreycc.gov.uk/carecostindicator   

It supports Surrey County Council’s nationally commended Planning for your Future campaign which is run in partnership with
local charity, Age UK Surrey. The campaign aims to help people prepare for later life, and have an early conversation with family
about their plans.  

Surrey County Council
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Three  new  schemes  to  help  Surrey  residents  save
energy and cut costs
Surrey County Council is launching three new schemes to help residents make their homes warmer, greener, and more affordable
to run.

With over 300,000 homes in Surrey energy rated D or worse, many properties are poorly insulated, expensive to heat, and at risk
of damp and mould. Improving energy efficiency is a key step in supporting residents and progressing towards Surrey’s ambition
of becoming a net zero county by 2050.

Three ways Surrey residents can take action:

Home Energy Improvement One-Stop Shop

In partnership with energy specialists Furbnow, Surrey County Council is offering a comprehensive retrofit support service.
Homeowners can access expert guidance through a three-stage journey: a home energy plan, design support,  and project
management. Recommended retrofit measures may include insulation, solar panels, draught-proofing, ventilation upgrades, and
heat pumps.  Eligible Surrey households may access up to 20% off  a  Home Energy Plan and 30% off  design and project
management services.

Registration is free and without obligation. Visit the Furbnow website to learn more.

Switch Together: Air Source Heat Pumps

Through the council’s group-buying scheme, Switch Together, residents can upgrade to a highly efficient air source heat pump at
a competitive rate. Each household receives a tailored quote and may be eligible for up to £7,500 in government funding via the
Boiler Upgrade Scheme.

Residents can find out more and register on the Switch Together Surrey website. Registration is open until 31 October 2025.

Big Community Switch

This free group-buying scheme helps residents find competitive energy tariffs with trusted suppliers, including  100% renewable
electricity as standard. Participants receive a personalised energy offer based on their usage and household needs, making it
easier to compare and switch without the hassle.

To apply for this scheme, visit the Big Community Switch webpage. Registration is open until 31 October 2025.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment, said: “We know many households are interested
in how to make their homes more comfortable, healthier, affordable-to-run and future-ready, and these tailored schemes are
designed to make it easier to take action. Whether you’re looking to improve insulation, switch to a heat pump, or find a better
energy tariff, there’s support available – and no pressure to commit. I’d really encourage residents to explore all three options and
register their interest. It’s a simple step that could make a big difference, and it helps us move closer to becoming a net zero
council and county by 2050.”

For more information on all three schemes and other energy offerings visit our home energy saving support for residents
page.

Surrey County Council

Businesses get £2 million boost in Surrey
An economic boost worth millions, scores of new jobs and hundreds of local opportunities will be delivered thanks to funding
awarded to dozens of businesses by Surrey County Council.
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From vineyards and biotech to manufacturing and AI firms, a diverse range of organisations from across the county have been
awarded grants in the first round of the Surrey Economic Growth Fund.

The scheme, launched by the council in April, brings together pooled funding streams including the government’s UK Shared
Prosperity Fund and Rural England Prosperity Fund. Following a highly competitive process, close to £2 million has been
awarded to dozens of recipients, unlocking significant match funding and private investment.

The successful bids are collectively estimated to grow Surrey’s economy by £9 million, create or safeguard 300 jobs and bring
1,350 residents into employment.

Local firms supported

Among those receiving funding is Aero Sensor, a technology firm at Dunsfold Industrial Park in Cranleigh, led by former F1
engineer Dr Barney Garrod. The company is one of only three globally developing new aerodynamic measurement probes for
automotive and aerospace applications.

The grant will support the creation of a new wind tunnel facility to test its designs, creating highly skilled jobs in the process.

Dr Garrod said:
“The grant enabled us to fully kit out the wind tunnel with the tools and instruments we need. We’ll also be hiring new staff and
technicians. Having our own wind tunnel means we can halve our turnaround time and massively accelerate our development. It’s
moved the business forward by about a year.”

Other successful bids include Woodlark Nurseries in Hersham, which is creating a new horticultural facility, while Upper Birtley
Farm Partnership near Bramley will establish a premium glamping and outdoor education site in the Surrey Hills.

In Godalming,  Sammi-Select  will  develop a ‘practice interview’  tool  adapted from an AI  platform to support  marginalised
jobseekers such as young people not in education or training and those who are digitally excluded.

County-wide initiatives

There are  county-wide projects  too,  including the  Surrey  Venture  Studio  scheme,  a  collaboration between Surrey’s  three
universities  to  support  start-ups,  and Source  in  Surrey,  led  by  the  county’s  Chambers  of  Commerce,  encouraging  larger
businesses to ‘buy local’.

Both are expected to complement existing work through the council’s Business Surrey initiative.

Councillor Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said:
“The new Economic Growth Fund has generated a huge level of interest from across Surrey, demonstrating the real appetite from
our amazing business community to drive innovation, growth and job creation in our county.

“Round one was highly competitive and we’ve only supported the highest quality bids which fully met the criteria. This ensures
every pound invested delivers genuine growth, meaningful jobs and positive outcomes for Surrey’s communities.

“Our ambition is to position Surrey—which already contributes £50 billion to UK plc every year—as one of the UK’s leading
regional economies, and this fund is one of the ways we’re building the foundations to achieve that.”

Next round

Round Two of the Surrey Economic Growth Fund is due to launch in October, focusing on Business Growth Grants. Applicants can
expect a streamlined, one-stage process supported by a guidance handbook.

For full details visit: businesssurrey.co.uk/innovate/economic-growth-fund

Epsom and Ewell Times reporter adds Epsom winner Lesh Wear (or Lesh), is a maternity and nursing wear company focused on
creating comfortable,  leak-proof  products  for  mothers,  such as  their  FREEFLO nursing bra,  aiming to  reduce the use  of
disposable breast pads. The company, also known as Lesh Wear Ltd, was incorporated in March 2022 and is headquartered in
Epsom, Surrey, with the primary goal of making the breastfeeding journey easier. 
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Recipients of Round One funding

A total of £1,979,982 has been awarded to the following organisations:

Dorking Distillery, Dorking

Halt Glass, Guildford

Emilia JH, Reigate

Sammi-Select, Godalming

Molecular Medical, Guildford

Bonovate, Camberley

Woven Bio, Woking

Streetwise Technology

The Good Bacteria Company, Farnham

UKIOT, Weybridge

Lesh Wear, Epsom

Woodlark Nurseries, Hersham

Aero Sensor, Dunsfold

Rhizo PTX, Guildford

Cambertronics, Cranleigh

Misty Moon Cider, Farnham

DIREK, Guildford

Tiontech, Guildford

Raw Honey Distillery, Fetcham

Whitespace Work Software, Godalming

LenzIQ, Horley

GT Joinery, Molesey

Source in Surrey (via Surrey Chambers of Commerce)

Surrey Venture Studio

Surrey Innovation Board (via the University of Surrey)

Blakes Lane Farm, Guildford

Upper Birtley Farm Partnership

Ivelle Farm, Waverley

Image: Matt Furniss, Exec Member for Growth, with Barney Garrood of Aerosensor

Surrey County Council
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Half price Surrey bus journeys for under 20s soar to
one million
19,000 young people aged 20 and under are now benefitting from 50% off bus journeys across Surrey.

The Surrey LINK card was developed by Surrey County Council in 2023 to give young people half price travel on all single and
return bus journeys within the county.

Each month, 100,000 trips are now made using the card, with students travelling to higher education among the biggest users.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Transport, Infrastructure and Growth at Surrey County Council, said:

“I’m delighted that our scheme to offer half price bus travel to all our young people here in Surrey is proving so beneficial. We
know that cost can be a barrier to people using public transport so we hope this significant discount will continue to make bus
travel a more viable option, whilst also reducing car journeys across the county.

“This is part of our significant investment in bus travel and our efforts to encourage more people to use Surrey’s buses. We’re
investing in making our buses greener including £32.3m for more ultra-low and zero emission buses and £6.3m for more ultra-low
and zero emission community transport minibuses. A further £9m is being invested in bus priority measures to ensure buses turn
up on time, and £1.4m in improving information for passengers at bus stops.”

Applications for the LINK card can be made at www.surreycc.gov.uk/surreylink.

Surrey County Council

.

Epsom library opening to register births and deaths
Surrey’s Registration & Nationality Service has been undergoing changes over the past year with the aim of providing an
improved experience for  residents  at  important  life  moments.  Dated and non-energy efficient  buildings have undergone a
makeover, and the council is increasing the number of locations where people can register births and deaths, all to make the
service more accessible, modern and fit for the future.

Denise Turner-Stewart, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Customer and Communities, said:
“We are committed to ensuring that our Registration Services are accessible, sustainable, and reflective of the needs of our
communities.

“The improvements at Rylston in Weybridge and the expansion of services into our modern Library Hubs demonstrate our
ambition to deliver high-quality, convenient services for residents across Surrey.

“These changes are part of our wider vision to modernise council services and create ceremony venues that are fit for purpose
and truly special. We want every couple, every family, and every individual marking a significant life event to feel that they are in
a space that reflects the importance of the moment.
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“Whether it’s welcoming a new life, registering the death of a loved one, or celebrating a union in marriage or civil partnership,
our venues are designed to provide a warm, friendly, and memorable setting for these cherished occasions.”

Rylston, Weybridge reopens

Refurbishment works are now complete at Rylston Register Office. These were undertaken to preserve its future as a premium
ceremonies venue in Weybridge. The whole building has benefitted from new carbon-efficient heating systems and windows and
newly decorated ceremony rooms, ensuring it is a sustainable ceremonies venue for the county in the long term.

The redecoration works complement the historic building’s elegant style, enabling couples to exchange their vows in a classic and
beautiful space.

More locations to register births and deaths

Epsom Library Hub and the new flagship Library Hub at Staines-upon-Thames now offer additional locations in Surrey to register
births and deaths.  Both library hubs have undergone major refurbishment offering multi-functional  spaces in the heart  of
communities. Registrations are now part of that, helping to bring together complementary services all under one roof.

By October 2026, it is expected that Guildford Library will also be offering a registrations service for births and deaths, making
sure residents can access key services in places and locations that are convenient to them.

Ceremonies in Guildford

To provide better value and more efficient services for residents, the council is moving towards the use of modern, efficient, multi-
purpose buildings that allow multiple services to operate from a single location.

Guildford Register Office, also known as Artington House, does not meet the criteria to support this approach. It is a building
which is not carbon efficient and where the ongoing costs of maintenance and necessary upgrades have significantly increased.

Following careful consideration, the decision has been made to vacate and sell Artington House. Bookings for ceremonies at this
location will continue to be taken up until 31 October 2026. It is expected there will be alternative local provision in place for the
registration of births and deaths at Guildford Library from October 2026. Customers will still be able to book appointments online
as usual.

Surrey is home to over 100 licensed ceremony venues across the county where couples can marry or form a civil partnership. This
includes two council register offices in Weybridge and Leatherhead, each offering a range of different ceremony options. Other
council venues are also being considered for ceremony use to increase the offer available for residents.

Further information

Frequently Asked Questions about the closure of Artington House can be found here: Guildford Register Office as a ceremony
venue – Surrey County Council

A full list of registration services can be found here: Birth, death and ceremonies – Surrey County Council

Surrey County Council

Image: Epsom Library

New Business Start-Up Surrey Programme
Budding entrepreneurs and early-stage businesses across Surrey are set to receive a major boost with the launch of the Start-Up
Surrey Programme, a dynamic new initiative funded by Surrey County Council and delivered by leading business support provider
The IncuHive Group.

This pilot programme will offer free, tailored guidance and practical support to residents who are preparing to launch their own
ventures, as well as businesses in their first year of operation.

It will guide founders step by step, with expert-led workshops, one-to-one mentoring, practical advice, and support from others on

https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=6df6984b3d3d0d993cc940e51c65fa875e8b0341546927584ef5886ee96104a7&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31565&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=a1c784b310283c37b67966b4bf2a0218&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3VycmV5Y2MuZ292LnVrL2JpcnRoLWRlYXRoLWFuZC1jZXJlbW9uaWVzL2NlcmVtb25pZXMveW91ci13ZWRkaW5nL3N0ZXAtMi9yZWdpc3Rlci1vZmZpY2VzL2d1aWxkZm9yZA=&email_id=e1136490e8b4efde2c4173d593118ac2
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=6df6984b3d3d0d993cc940e51c65fa875e8b0341546927584ef5886ee96104a7&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31565&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=a1c784b310283c37b67966b4bf2a0218&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3VycmV5Y2MuZ292LnVrL2JpcnRoLWRlYXRoLWFuZC1jZXJlbW9uaWVzL2NlcmVtb25pZXMveW91ci13ZWRkaW5nL3N0ZXAtMi9yZWdpc3Rlci1vZmZpY2VzL2d1aWxkZm9yZA=&email_id=e1136490e8b4efde2c4173d593118ac2
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=8dbb61d63b4862a76c5c3a5c47b42ad0ec4b28ecceb52f8192ee6da7decd3fb1&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31565&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=1a1240ae995d58047214114852724d53&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3VycmV5Y2MuZ292LnVrL2JpcnRoLWRlYXRoLWFuZC1jZXJlbW9uaWVz&email_id=e1136490e8b4efde2c4173d593118ac2
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-business-start-up-surrey-programme
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the same journey.

The programme is expected to engage a diverse range of businesses across Surrey and will cover key areas such as funding,
marketing, finance, digital presence, and scaling strategies. 120 businesses are set to receive support in the next six months.

It’s  the latest  initiative from the Council  under its  Business Surrey offer,  which provides free accessible  support  to  help
businesses of all sizes to start, grow and thrive.

Matt Furniss, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, welcomed the launch, adding:

“Surrey has a wealth of untapped entrepreneurial talent, and this programme provides a much-needed platform to turn ideas into
action. It aligns strongly with wider efforts to boost inclusive economic growth, support innovation, and build resilience into our
local economy – all of which provides benefits to our people and communities.”

George Scott-Welsh, CEO of The IncuHive Group, said:

“IncuHive is delighted to bring this initiative to life. We’ve seen first-hand how the right support, delivered at the right time, can
completely change the trajectory of a business. We’re not just helping people start businesses, we’re helping them build viable,
resilient ventures that can generate a real income and contribute to the local economy. We are thrilled to be working with Surrey
County Council to bring hands-on support and real opportunities to Surrey’s start-ups.”

The Start-Up SurreyProgramme is now open for registrations to all start-ups and businesses in their first year of trading across
Surrey.

Participation in the Programme is free for businesses, as it is fully funded by Council via UK government Growth Hub funding.

Anyone interested is welcomed to register for the introductory webinar hosted by the IncuHive team on Wednesday August 27
from 11am to 12pm. Register via the Eventbrite event link.

For more information or to register for the programme, visit https://incuhive.co.uk/acceleration-investment/business-surrey.

O r  y o u  c a n  c o n t a c t  t h e  B u s i n e s s  S u r r e y  t e a m  v i a  t h e  w e b s i t e  –
https: / /www.businesssurrey.co.uk/advice-and-support /business-support - form/

IncuHive will deliver the new Startup Surrey programme for budding business founders

The IncuHive Group is a leading business support provider offering mentoring, funding guidance, flexible workspaces, and
training across Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Surrey. Their hands-on, high-impact approach has helped hundreds of businesses grow,
thrive, and succeed.

Business Surrey is a Surrey County Council initiative focused on economic growth, skills development, and entrepreneurial
support to help businesses start, grow, and scale in the region. It’s offer includes a Growth Hub service, which is funded by UK
Government.

Surrey tops UK hydrogen bus league
Surrey County Council has invested over £16m in 34 zero emission hydrogen buses to ensure the county’s bus service is cleaner
and greener.

Over the last few months, 11 double decker buses have gone into service to join the 23 single decker hydrogen buses which have
been serving Surrey residents since autumn last year.

The buses were built in the UK by Wrightbus and are run by bus operator Metrobus, which now has a total of 54 hydrogen buses
making it the largest zero emission hydrogen bus fleet in the UK.

The single deck buses can operate for 600 miles before they need refuelling. Refuelling takes less than 10 minutes and they do
not need to be refuelled or recharged throughout the day, offering more time on Surrey’s roads serving passengers.

The hydrogen buses are operating in the following areas:

Single deckers:

Fastway route 100: Redhill – East Surrey Hospital – Salfords – Horley – Gatwick Airport – Crawley
Routes 430 & 435: Merstham – Redhill – East Surrey Hospital – Woodhatch – Reigate

https://incuhive.co.uk/acceleration-investment/business-surrey
https://www.businesssurrey.co.uk/advice-and-support/business-support-form/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-tops-uk-hydrogen-bus-league
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Double deckers:

Routes 420, 460 & 480: Epsom – Preston – Tadworth – Banstead – Sutton – Lower Kingswood – Reigate – Redhill – East Surrey
Hospital – Salfords – Horley A23 – Gatwick Airport – Crawley.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said: “I am delighted that all 34 of our new
hydrogen buses are now serving on Surrey’s roads. It is great to be partnered with likeminded Metrobus who are also committed
to providing sustainable travel options.

“I couldn’t be prouder that over half of the buses we have significantly invested in, make up the largest hydrogen bus fleet in the
UK and the benefits this will bring for our residents.

“Our continuous investment in our bus network has contributed to almost 27 million bus passenger journeys made in Surrey last
year. And over 14,500 residents aged 20 and under are benefitting from the Surrey LINK card which offers discounted bus travel
around the county.”

Ed Wills, Managing Director, Metrobus, said: “We are delighted to be rolling out an additional 34 new British-built hydrogen
buses on to Surrey’s streets, adding to the 20 already in operation, making it the largest hydrogen bus fleet in the UK. These
buses are an excellent example of what can be achieved through partnership working. Together, we put sustainability and the
transport needs of local people first.”

The single deck buses use the latest generation of Ballard fuel cell which uses an average 6.2kg of hydrogen per 100km. CO2
savings – hydrogen buses are zero emissions at the tail pipe and use green hydrogen.

12,000 years of Surrey history to spring to life
Fetcham Springs,  Surrey  –  One of  Surrey’s most important archaeological  sites has secured £250,000 in National Lottery
Heritage Fund backing to launch a groundbreaking five-year community archaeology initiative.

The Communities at the River: The Fetcham Springs Archaeology Project, led by the Surrey County Archaeological Unit (SCAU),
will uncover over 12,000 years of human history while offering local people opportunities to get involved through volunteering,
open days, and educational events.

Thanks to National Lottery players, the funding will expand on discoveries made in 2009 at the site, which revealed evidence of a
prehistoric hunting camp dating from the end of the last Ice Age and a high-status Roman building. The new phase of work will
explore periods ranging from the Ice Age to the Saxon era.

Hands-on history for all
The project, developed by SCAU’s Community Archaeologist Hannah Potter, includes:

Volunteering on live archaeological digs

Public open days showcasing findings

Workshops including flintknapping and even gladiator training

Visits from Stone Age and Roman reenactors

Free school visits and loan boxes for educational use

Fetcham Springs, which also holds the Wildlife Trust’s Biodiversity Benchmark, is owned by SES Water, who are a key project
partner and will help support landscape conservation alongside the archaeological work.

A legacy for the future
Findings will be shared through a pop-up museum, exhibitions, talks, and online resources, ensuring a lasting educational impact.

Cllr Denise Turner Stewart, Deputy Leader of Surrey County Council and Cabinet Member for Customer and Communities, said:

“Surrey has a rich and diverse history, and projects like Fetcham Springs help us preserve and share our heritage with future

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/12000-years-of-surrey-history-to-spring-to-life
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generations. This initiative will provide valuable educational and volunteering opportunities, allowing residents to actively engage
with archaeology and deepen their understanding of our county’s past.”

Stuart McLeod, Director for England (London & South) at The National Lottery Heritage Fund, added:

“Projects like this inspire people of all ages to connect with their local heritage. We’re proud to support Fetcham Springs, thanks
to National Lottery players.”

Grace Wood-Lofthouse, Sustainability Manager at SES Water, commented:

“Water at Fetcham Springs has supported life for millennia. This project will help us better understand how to protect our
landscapes for the future.”

For further details, visit the Surrey County Archaeological Unit website.

Image: Archaeologists at work – Cleaning a Roman wall at Fetcham Springs in 2009

Bus station app for visually impaired a first in Surrey
Surrey County Council  is now the first UK local authority to provide a new app to help guide blind and partially sighted
passengers around bus stations across the county.

The Aira Explorer app allows customers to place a video call with a trained visual interpreter on speakerphone, who looks through
the person’s smartphone camera to guide them around the bus station.

The service is now operating at bus stations in Guildford, Redhill, Staines and Woking.

All app usage at these locations will be free of charge, provided by Surrey County Council using some of its allocation from the
Government’s Bus Service Improvement Fund.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth at Surrey County Council, said:

“We’re very aware that using buses and navigating bus stations can sometimes be difficult for people with visual impairments.
We’re keen to make bus travel accessible for everyone and hope this will support people with sight loss to travel confidently and
independently.

As well as helping blind and partially sighted bus users to locate their bus, interpreters can also direct them to a member of staff
for assistance, read the timetable for them or explain the way into town.

This initiative is part of our wider investment in buses which also includes £6.3m to provide more ultra-low and zero emission
community transport minibuses, £9m in bus priority measures to ensure Surrey buses turn up on time, and £1.4m in improving
information for passengers at bus stops. Our Surrey LINK card gives young people half-price bus travel and we’ve expanded our
on-demand Surrey Connect bus services to cover areas where there are limited fixed bus routes, giving more options to travel by
bus for all residents right across Surrey.

We’ve worked with Govia Thameslink Railway, Sight for Surrey, the Sussex Sight Loss Council and the Surrey Coalition of
Disabled People to get this trial underway, which we hope to extend if it proves popular.”

The app is being launched as part of Better Transport Week, the annual celebration of how better transport can help connect
communities and bring people together. This year, the week takes place from 16 to 22 June and is funded by the UK Government.

Ben Curtis from Campaign for Better Transport, which organises Better Transport Week, said:

“Good public transport networks help connect us to the people we love, the things we need and the places that matter. That’s why
I’m really pleased to see first-hand how Surrey County Council is working to improve the local bus network. Buses are key to
keeping us connected, and the new Aira app will help ensure that everyone can access and use the county’s buses, building a
fairer future for everyone.”

This initiative follows a successful roll out by Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR), who have also partnered with Aira.io to support
visually impaired passengers get around their rail network more confidently.

More information is available on the Surrey County Council website.

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/culture-and-leisure/archaeology/archaeological-unit
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/bus-station-app-for-visually-impaired-a-first-in-surrey
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Epsom Library celebrates refurbishment this week
To celebrate its extensive refurbishment, Surrey Libraries is holding a Taster Week at Epsom Library from Monday 16 to
Saturday 21 June. The newly transformed Library Hub in the heart of Epsom town centre will offer a vibrant programme of free
and ticketed activities for all ages.

What’s On

Throughout  the  week,  visitors  can  enjoy  face  painting,  yoga,  author  talks,  and  the  library’s  regular  sessions  including
Rhymetime, Storytime, digital support, and craft groups.

Councillor Denise Turner Stewart, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Customer and Communities, said:

‘We know that our Library Hubs are in the heart of our thriving and bustling communities. Every effort has been made to ensure
that this investment delivers essential services, event, work, study and socialising spaces that our local residents need and want,
creating a lasting legacy to serve our communities now and for years to come.’

Two special exhibitions will be on display during the week:

‘In the Margins’ – celebrating the voices of marginalised disabled artists.

Conquest Art Exhibition – showcasing work by individuals with disabilities or long-term health conditions.

Daily Activities Schedule

Monday 16 June

10:00am–4:00pm: Digital Skills Support – NHS App help (Drop-in)

10:30–11:00am: Rhymetime (Under 5s, free)

3:00–4:00pm: Knit & Natter Group (Free)

3:45–4:15pm: Craft: Medieval Flags (Ages 4+, £1 suggested donation)

Tuesday 17 June

10:15–10:45am: Storytime (Ages 4–8, free)

3:45–4:15pm: Craft: Helicopters (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

4:00–5:00pm: Author Talk – S.J. Bennett (£6, book via Eventbrite)

Wednesday 18 June

10:00am–12:00pm: Bourne Hall Museum

12:00–2:00pm: Digital Buddy Session (Free, book in person)

2:00–3:00pm: Talk by Surrey History Centre Archivist Julian Pooley (Free, book via Eventbrite)

3:00–4:00pm: Exercise Class with Rainbow Centre (Free, book in person)

3:45–4:15pm: Craft: Pirate Flags (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

Thursday 19 June

10:30–11:00am: Rhymetime (Under 5s, free)

3:45–4:15pm: Craft: Dinosaurs (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-library-celebrates-refurbishment-this-week
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6:00–6:30pm: Choir Performance – Refugee Network Choir (Free, book in person)

Friday 20 June

10:00am–4:00pm: Smoothie Bike – pedal for a fruity reward

2:00–3:00pm: Yoga (All abilities, free, book in person)

4:00–5:00pm: Craft: Butterflies (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

Saturday 21 June – Family Fun Day

9:30–11:00am: Face Painting (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

12:30–2:00pm: Balloon Modelling (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

2:00–3:00pm: Children’s Author Workshop with Sam Stewart (Ages 8–14, £4, book via Eventbrite)

3:45–4:15pm: Craft: Create Your Own Bookmarks (Ages 4+, £1 donation)

Explore the New Library Hub

Epsom Library now features:

Flexible event and performance space

Upgraded furniture and study areas

Two new meeting rooms

Super Access technology: extended access for members beyond staff hours (book an induction in person)

This refurbishment is part of the first phase of the Surrey Libraries Transformation Programme, supported by Surrey County
Council’s Land and Property and Capital Projects teams.

The initiative aims to improve accessibility, modernise facilities, and offer more to Surrey’s communities.

Get Involved

Visit the Epsom Library webpage for more event details.

Joining your local library is free – sign up at the Surrey Libraries website.


