= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

17th September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

Plans for East Surrey Council continue to progress

14 September 2026

Future
Surrey
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Plans for the new East Surrey Council continue to move forward as Surrey’s local government reorganisation programme
progresses with the full support of both central government and Surrey leaders. Key decisions are helping shape a
modern, locally focused council that will deliver high-quality services for residents and communities.

The East Surrey Shadow Executive met on 14 September to continue preparations for the launch of the new authority on
1 April 2027. Councillors reviewed progress on the implementation of local government reorganisation and considered a
number of important decisions that will help ensure services continue smoothly from Vesting Day.

A key decision at the meeting was to approve Woodhatch Place in Reigate as East Surrey Council’s main office from 1
April 2027. This short-term arrangement provides a practical and cost-effective base for the new authority, ensuring it can
operate safely and lawfully from day one while longer-term property plans are developed.

Access to council services will remain local and convenient for residents. Existing council offices across East Surrey will
continue to provide face-to-face support, alongside online and telephone services, giving residents a choice in how they
access help and information.

Looking beyond council boundaries, councillors backed proposals for East Surrey and West Surrey to work together on
strategic county-wide issues through a proposed Foundational Strategic Authority. Members recognised the potential
benefits for transport, housing, economic growth and local funding, while also calling for further details from government
on matters including any future visitor levy and Surrey’s devolution arrangements.

The meeting also explored how communities could play a greater role in shaping the future council. An early East Surrey
Council Strategy was discussed, setting out a vision for an inclusive and sustainable East Surrey where people feel heard,
supported and connected. Councillors also considered community-led neighbourhood governance arrangements that
would give residents and local organisations more influence over local priorities and services.

Protecting local identity and civic traditions was another important area of discussion. Councillors supported the creation
of Charter Trustees in Elmbridge and Epsom & Ewell from 1 April 2027, and in Reigate & Banstead if a proposed parish
council is not established. These bodies help preserve historic traditions, ceremonial events and local heritage during the
transition to the new council structure.

Preparations for Vesting Day also included consideration of the legal agreements needed to create the new councils.
These agreements will set out how assets, contracts, responsibilities and financial obligations transfer from Surrey County
Council and the district and borough councils to East Surrey and West Surrey, while also establishing how the two
authorities will work together on shared services and other arrangements after 1 April 2027.

Councillor Steve Wotton, Leader of the East Surrey Shadow Council, said: “The pace of progress demonstrates our
determination to make East Surrey Council a success. Each milestone is taking us closer to creating a council that is
shaped by local priorities and focused on what matters most to residents.

“We have a real opportunity to create a stronger platform for long-term economic growth, investment and infrastructure
improvements across Surrey, this will help us to rethink on how key services, such as SEND, are delivered for people
across our communities.

“By combining services at a strategic level and empowering communities to shape local decisions, we can create better
outcomes for residents and build a stronger future for East Surrey.”

In the months ahead, shadow councillors will use Section 24 powers to review and approve key financial decisions as
Surrey prepares for the creation of East Surrey and West Surrey councils. This will help protect the finances of the new
councils by ensuring major spending commitments made before 1 April 2027 are in the long-term interests of residents
and support a strong start for the new authorities.
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Reigate to be “initial” HQ for new East Surrey
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Woodhatch Place in Reigate has been recommended as the preferred location for East Surrey Council’s main
office building from 1 April 2027.

If approved by the East Surrey Shadow Executive on 14 September, this essential, short-term decision will help ensure
the new council can operate effectively and maintain continuity of services for residents from the day it is established, as
well as providing a flexible workspace for staff

The recommendation is intended to give East Surrey Council a suitable base from day one, while allowing time to develop
longer-term plans for its offices and buildings across the area.

Continued access to local council services

Residents will continue to be able to visit existing local council offices across East Surrey to enquire about council
services and seek support. Online and telephone services will also continue to be available, ensuring residents can access
information and support in the way that works for them.

The proposal of Woodhatch as East Surrey’s initial headquarters, will not affect how residents access council services in
their local communities.

Councillor Steve Wotton, Leader, East Surrey Shadow Council said: “This recommendation is about making sure
East Surrey Council has the right facilities in place to operate effectively from day one and continue delivering services
for residents without disruption. Woodhatch Place offers a practical and cost-effective base for the new council’s
administrative functions, while giving us time to consider longer-term arrangements for council buildings across East
Surrey. Importantly, residents will continue to be able to access services locally through existing council offices, as well as
online and by telephone.”

How was the recommendation made?

A range of council-owned buildings across East Surrey were assessed against several criteria, including accessibility,
transport links, office and council chamber capacity, value for money, IT infrastructure and parking provision.

The assessment identified Woodhatch Place as the location best able to meet the operational requirements of the new
authority from 1 April 2027.

The recommendation does not determine future staffing structures or individual employee work locations. Any workforce
changes will be considered separately after 1 April 2027 and would include staff engagement and consultation
where required.

A report detailing proposals for civic functions will be considered at a later date and will include information about
proposed meeting locations and times.
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Epsom and Ewell Times adds:

East Surrey’s new council HQ: where is it and how do Epsom residents reach it?

Surrey County Council has confirmed that Woodhatch Place in Reigate will become the headquarters of the new East
Surrey Council when the authority takes over local services on 1 April 2027.

The announcement did not, however, include the building’s full postal address. It is:

Woodhatch Place
11 Cockshot Hill
Reigate

Surrey

RH2 8EF

Woodhatch Place is not a new council building. Originally constructed as the headquarters of Canon UK, it was purchased
by Surrey County Council in 2020 and became the County Council’s principal administrative base in 2021. East Surrey
Council will therefore inherit an established public-sector headquarters rather than commission a new one.
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Epsom and Ewell will form part of the new East Surrey unitary authority. The location of its headquarters will
consequently matter to residents, councillors, council employees and anyone required to attend a meeting or appointment
in person.

Getting there from Epsom

The most straightforward public-transport journey from Epsom High Street is by bus.

Metrobus route 460 runs from Epsom Clock Tower through Tattenham Corner, Tadworth, Walton-on-the-Hill and Lower
Kingswood to Reigate. During the main part of a weekday, buses generally leave Epsom hourly.

For example, the current published weekday timetable includes a 460 leaving Epsom Clock Tower at 9.18am and
reaching Reigate, Bancroft Road at 10.07am - a scheduled journey of 49 minutes. Other daytime departures are
shown at 10.18am, 11.18am, 12.18pm and then hourly through much of the afternoon. Metrobus route 460 timetable

Woodhatch Place is south of Reigate town centre, rather than beside Reigate railway station or the principal town-centre
bus stops. A passenger therefore has two main choices after reaching Reigate:

= Walk from the town centre to Woodhatch Place. The distance is approximately one to one-and-a-quarter miles
and is likely to take around 20 to 25 minutes, depending upon the precise stopping point and the walker’s pace.

* Change in Reigate to a local 430 or 435 bus serving South Park and Woodhatch. One example using the current
timetable would be the 9.18am bus from Epsom, arriving at Bancroft Road at 10.07am, followed by a 435 at
approximately 10.21am towards South Park and Woodhatch. It reaches the Hornbeam Road area at about
10.31am, followed by a short walk to Woodhatch Place. Metrobus routes 430 and 435

Allowing for the connection and final walk, a public-transport journey from Epsom High Street to the new headquarters is
likely to take about one hour and 15 minutes to one hour and 30 minutes. Traffic through Tadworth, Reigate and
surrounding roads can lengthen the journey.

A rail journey is possible but much less direct. Epsom and Reigate are not joined by a simple direct train service, so
travelling by rail ordinarily involves changes and, depending upon the route chosen, a further bus or walk from Reigate
station. For most passengers starting in Epsom town centre, the 460 is therefore likely to be the more practical option.

Residents should check a journey planner or the operator’s live timetable before travelling, particularly once East Surrey
Council begins operating, as routes and departure times may change before April 2027.

Although digital and telephone contact will undoubtedly account for most dealings with the new authority, the Reigate
headquarters raises a practical question for Epsom and Ewell residents: whether a journey of potentially 90 minutes each
way constitutes sufficiently convenient access to the administrative centre of their new council.

Bringing centuries of Surrey records into the 21st
century

14 September 2026

Residents, researchers and history enthusiasts will soon find it easier than ever to explore Surrey’s rich heritage thanks to
a major investment in a new collections management system at the Surrey History Centre, by Surrey County Council.

Home to Surrey’s archives, Surrey History Centre, with accredited status by The National Archives, cares for an
extraordinary collection spanning more than 900 years of history. Its six miles of shelving contain around six million
documents, manuscripts and parchment records dating back to the Middle Ages.

The collection includes family and house history records such as parish registers, census returns, civil registration
records, poor law records, electoral registers and manorial records. It also houses thousands of historic photographs,
postcards, watercolours, engravings and archive films, alongside local history books, directories, newspapers, periodicals
and historic maps.

Among its treasured special collections are records and papers connected to notable Surrey figures and businesses,
including Lewis Carroll, renowned garden designer Gertrude Jekyll and the Broadwood piano family.

Managing and preserving such an extensive collection is a significant undertaking. The introduction of the new collections
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management system will transform how people discover and access Surrey’s archives, making searches faster, more
intuitive and more comprehensive.

The improved online catalogue will be available Monday 14 September and provide an improved user experience, helping
users quickly locate the records and documents they need. Documents can then be ordered up from home in advance of
their visit to the Surrey History Centre.

Councillor Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Health and Communities, said: “Our archives
tell the story of Surrey and the people who have lived, worked and shaped our county over hundreds of years. By investing
in modern technology, we are helping to ensure these invaluable records can continue to be discovered, explored and
enjoyed by future generations.

“This is about investing in the future to gain access to the past. The new collections management system will make it
easier for residents, family historians and researchers to explore Surrey’s rich heritage, with improved search
functionality and the ability to request documents before visiting the Surrey History Centre. These improvements will help
people plan their research more effectively and make the most of their time with us, while encouraging even more people
to discover the fascinating stories held within Surrey’s archives.”

The investment forms part of Surrey County Council’s commitment to preserving the county’s heritage while making
public services more accessible and user-friendly through digital innovation.

For more information about the Surrey History Centre and its collections, visit: Surrey History Centre - Surrey County
Council
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Surrey help with school uniform costs

14 September 2026
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Families experiencing financial hardship across Surrey will receive additional support with the cost of sending their
children back to school this year, thanks to funding from Surrey County Council’s Crisis and Resilience Fund.

Surrey County Council has awarded over £100k to local children’s charity Stripey Stork to expand its already successful
School Days scheme, helping more families access essential school items including non-branded uniform items, shoes,
trainers, PE kits and school bags. This is additional funding to complement the many donations already made by local
families, schools/PTAs and communities, that enable continued support throughout the school year by Stripey Stork.

The funding comes from the £7.1 million UK Government-funded Crisis and Resilience Fund, which is designed to help
residents facing immediate financial difficulties and build longer-term resilience programmes. Families will be able to
access this support via the Crisis Payments scheme and through existing trusted referral networks including schools,
social workers, health visitors, Citizens Advice, domestic abuse services and local charities.

Back-to-school costs can place significant pressure on household budgets, particularly for families already struggling with
the rising cost of living. The expanded scheme will ensure that more children can start the new school year with the
clothing and equipment they need to learn and thrive.

In 2025, Stripey Stork supported 7,503 children from 4,116 Surrey families via it’s Schools Days programme.

This funding will help Stripey Stork fill the gaps in the good quality pre-loved school items donated by the community,
ensuring every child receives a complete bundle of everything they need to start the school year. It also provides the
infrastructure needed to collect, store, sort, pack and distribute these items efficiently, enabling the charity to support
around 8,500 children across Surrey over the next 12 months.

Nicola Dawes Deputy Lieutenant, Chief Executive at Stripey Stork said: “Every child deserves to arrive at school
feeling confident, included and ready to learn. Our School Days programme is one of the most valued services we provide
because we see the difference it makes, not just to children but to whole families.

“We know from our partners that without this support many families would simply go without essential school items or be
forced into debt to buy them. Three quarters told us the support has a significant impact on children’s wellbeing and
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sense of inclusion, while more than 80% said it improves school engagement and attendance. Perhaps most importantly,
over 90% said it reduces the stress and worry parents are carrying.

“We're grateful to Surrey County Council for this investment. Combined with the generosity of our local community, who
donate good quality pre-loved items each year, this funding means we can make sure thousands more children across
Surrey have the practical items they need to attend school with confidence.”

Councillor Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Health and Communities said: “By investing
over £100k through the Crisis and Resilience Fund, we’re helping Stripey Stork reach even more families across Surrey
with practical support at a time when it is needed most. This partnership is making a tangible difference to children and
young people, helping ensure they have the essentials they need to succeed at school while easing the burden on
household budgets.

“The Crisis and Resilience Fund is about much more than responding to immediate need. This three-year funding allows
us to work with our voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise partners to develop long-term support programmes
that help residents become more financially resilient, reduce reliance on crisis services and achieve their full potential.
Together, we are creating opportunities for people to regain stability, independence and to thrive in the future.”

About the Crisis and Resilience Fund

The Crisis and Resilience Fund is a 3 year funded programme funded by the UK Government and currently administered
by Surrey County Council. It supports residents facing financial hardship by providing immediate crisis assistance while
also helping individuals and families build longer-term resilience and independence. The fund works through partnerships
with local voluntary, community and faith sector organisations to deliver targeted support, including food, household
essentials, energy assistance, financial advice. Crisis and Resilience Fund - Surrey County Council
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In Surrey more people are invited to share their
home

14 September 2026

A new partner is taking on Shared Lives in Surrey aiming to welcome more people into the service who can open their
homes to adults with support needs and help them live independently and well.

Shared Lives enables adults with learning disabilities, physical disabilities or mental health needs to live within a
supportive household, for short or long-term stays. Similar to fostering, it offers a home environment where people can
build life skills and learn to lead active lives in their local communities.

Surrey County Council has appointed an experienced provider to run the service from this month, following a competitive
selection process. The provider, the charity Ategi, has more than 30 years’ experience running care and support services
including Shared Lives schemes in England and Wales.

All current Shared Lives carers and arrangements will continue to be supported, and more people from a wide range of
backgrounds are being invited to explore the rewarding opportunity of becoming a Shared Lives carer.

Shared Lives carers receive ongoing support, a weekly fee and training according to their needs. No formal care
experience is required - carers simply need a spare room, compassion and the willingness to support an adult
with additional needs in their own home.

Around 80 Shared Lives arrangements, both short and long-term, have transferred to Ategi from Surrey Choices, the
previous provider. People supported by the service have in recent years achieved life-changing outcomes including
passing driving tests, securing meaningful employment, and gaining independence and improved mental wellbeing.

Kate Allen, Ategi’s Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted to be bringing Ategi’s extensive Shared Lives experience
to Surrey and to build on the strong foundations created by Surrey Choices. We know how important continuity is for the
people and families who rely on the service, and our priority is to ensure they continue to receive the high-quality, person-
centred support they value.
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“With more than 30 years’ experience delivering Shared Lives - including across London and the South East - we bring
extensive Shared Lives experience from across England and Wales, which will help us work alongside local partners to
support the service’s continued success and future growth. We look forward to working with carers, families and partners
across Surrey to enable more people to live independently, build meaningful relationships and play an active role in their
communities.”

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care,
said: “Shared Lives has long been an important part of the support we offer in Surrey and I've seen the difference it can
make to people’s wellbeing and independence, and the rewarding experience it offers carers.

“Our new partnership with Ategi will build on Surrey Choices’ foundations, and we’ve been working hard to make sure the
transition is as smooth as possible for everyone involved. We're grateful to our existing Shared Lives carers for the
support they provide, and we're encouraging more people to consider coming forward to help adults with additional needs
lead fulfilling lives.”

Louise Hayes, Operations Director at Surrey Choices, said: “We are incredibly proud of everything our Shared Lives
colleagues, carers and the people we support have achieved together. We transfer the Shared Lives scheme with
enormous pride in the legacy and the positive impact it has had on so many lives. We pass it on with confidence to Ategi,
an experienced provider delivering Shared Lives across multiple counties in the UK, knowing the values of compassionate,
person-centred support will continue.”

In the words of one family member with experience of Shared Lives, it is “an excellent service enabling adults with
additional needs to live as near to independence as they can, with a safety net.”

Some Shared Lives placements in Surrey will continue to be provided by Mencap, as they are currently.

Anyone interested in finding out more about becoming a Shared Lives carer, or who has a query about
an existing arrangement, should contact Shared Lives Registered Manager Paul Dawson at Ategi on 01494 932
920. More information can be found on Ategi’s website: www.ategi.org.uk.

Surrey County Council

Surrey County Council Chair opens new Sensory
Services Centre in Ashtead

14 September 2026

A new centre designed to support people with sight and hearing loss across Surrey has officially opened in Ashtead,
strengthening services for thousands of residents living with sensory impairments.

The centre, operated by Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey, was officially opened last week by Councillor Tim
Hall MBE, Chair of Surrey County Council, alongside Christine Wilmshurst, Chair of Trustees at Sensory Services by Sight
for Surrey, during a special event attended by staff, volunteers, supporters and local partners.

Located at Bridgehead House, which is owned and was refurbished by Surrey County Council, the new facility will provide
an accessible and welcoming hub where residents who are blind, partially sighted, Deaf, hard of hearing, or deafblind can
access information, advice, specialist support and community activities.

The centre has been designed to enhance the charity’s ability to deliver services across the county and meet growing
demand, helping people maintain their independence, wellbeing and social connections.

Tim Hall, Chair of Surrey County Council, said: “It was a pleasure to officially open this fantastic new facility.
Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey provides invaluable support to residents across the county, and this new centre will
strengthen the charity’s ability to make a positive difference in the lives of people with sensory impairments and their
families.

“We are proud that Surrey County Council has supported this project through the refurbishment of Bridgehead House,
creating a modern and accessible space that will benefit residents for many years to come.”

Christine Wilmshurst, Chair of Trustees at Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey, said: “The opening of our new
Ashtead centre represents an exciting new chapter for the charity. It is a truly transformational time, and we could not
have done it without the leadership, passion, dedication and hard work from everyone involved in the project. We are
committed to ensuring that people living with sight and hearing loss have access to the support, resources, and
opportunities they need to live independently and confidently.
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“This centre will be a place where people can find practical help, social connection, and a strong sense of community.”

The opening reflects a shared commitment between Surrey County Council and Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey to
improve accessibility, reduce isolation and empower people to live full and independent lives.

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, added:
“The team at Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey do a fantastic job advocating for and supporting people who have
sensory needs. As a valued partner delivering services, they make a real difference every day, and we were pleased to
work with them to refurbish Bridgehead House and turn it into a centre that will meet the needs of the people they
support for many years to come.

“This work is another example of how we are making sure Surrey is fit for the future and passing on a strong legacy of
support.”

Each year, Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey supports more than 8,500 children and adults through specialist advice,
rehabilitation services, assistive technology support, advocacy, social groups and wellbeing programmes.

For more information about Sensory Services by Sight for Surrey and the services available at the new Ashtead centre,
visit www.sightforsurrey.org.uk
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Residents invited to help shape New East and West
Surrey council brands

14 September 2026

F‘:.’.‘r:‘.;ﬁ ®® Get involved

Residents from across Surrey are invited to get involved to help shape the brand identities of the new East and West
Surrey councils.

These councils will need to create their own distinct brand identities, to help everyone recognise who is delivering local
services from April 2027.

The new brands will be created at no cost by designers working in councils across Surrey. To help inform these designs,
residents, businesses, council staff, partners and community groups across Surrey to have a say on the future visual
identities of the new East Surrey and West Surrey councils.

This is the first phase of a wider programme of engagement to help shape the new councils.

A survey has been created for people to share their views. This will be available to complete in the 52 libraries across the
county to ensure a broad range of voices are heard. We are asking residents to share your views on:

* What makes our area unique?
* What are you most proud of?
* What should your future council’s look and feel reflect?

Insights gathered from the survey will be used to help create the new logos and brands for East Surrey and West Surrey
Councils. This means that each brand will reflect the distinct views of the people in each area.

Residents have until 3 August to complete a short survey, more information can be found
on https://www.surreylgrhub.gov.uk/your-future-surrey

Councillor Steve Wotton, the Leader of East Surrey Shadow Authority said: “We are committed to making East
Surrey a place where people thrive. There is a lot to do, but this is a real opportunity to take a new approach, designing a
council that is open, transparent and genuinely focused on delivering outcomes for residents, businesses and
communities. Creating a new brand identity for East Surrey is an important step as we move forward. This engagement is
about understanding what people like about where they live and what makes their communities unique. I would
encourage residents, businesses, partners, colleagues and community groups to take part and help shape a brand that
truly reflects East Surrey.”
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Councillor Paul Follows, the Leader of West Surrey Shadow Authority added: “Our focus remains on creating a
council that delivers high-quality services, provides value for money and meets the needs of residents, businesses and
communities across west Surrey. This engagement is an opportunity for people across West Surrey to help define how we
present ourselves as a new council. We're not asking for views on logos or designs, but on what really matters to our
communities - the character, feel and identity of the area. By taking part, residents can shape the new West Surrey brand
and ensure this is a people’s brand. We are also committed to keeping costs to a minimum, so I am delighted that the new
brand will be created in-house, with designers working in all councils.”

Surrey County Council
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Surrey County Council Prison Social Care Team
awarded CQC ‘good’ rating

14 September 2026
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Prison Social Care
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Surrey County Council’s Prison Social Care Team has been rated ‘good’ by the Care Quality Commission for the dignified
support it provides to people in custody with care needs.

The specialist team provides adult social care across five prisons and an approved premises in Surrey, supporting people
with dementia, mental health needs, learning disabilities, autism, and sensory and physical disabilities. The team supports
prisoners who struggle with daily living tasks, helping them engage with prison services and prepare for a smoother
transition on release.

Following an inspection in May, the CQC rated the team ‘good’ across all areas and identified ‘outstanding’ practice in
delivering evidence-based care and treatment.

Inspectors praised staff for treating prisoners with kindness and compassion, respecting their dignity and taking a non-
judgmental approach.

“People told us their care needs were met, and they liked the staff who supported them,” the report said. “They said the
staff were kind and caring and treated them with respect and dignity. People and their relatives were satisfied with the
service. People felt their needs were met and they received personalised care and were able to make choices in the way
they were supported.”

The report highlighted positive feedback from people the team supports and their relatives, including praise for a staff
member who had “stuck by me through all my growing pains” and was “what you call a good social care worker.” Another
comment said: “They are very kind and understand mental health which is good.”

Inspectors also recognised the team’s visible and supportive leadership, their collaborative approach with partner
services and the effective systems in place to monitor quality, mitigate risk, ensure safe recruitment and maintain good
infection control.

The team’s evidence-based approach to delivering care and treatment was found to be outstanding, with the report
noting: “The provider always planned and delivered people’s care and treatment with them, including what was important
and mattered to them. They did this in line with legislation.”

The Prison Social Care Team, part of the council’s wider mental health social care service, brings together social workers,
occupational therapists and support workers. The team is unusual among councils in that every part of the prison social
care service - from assessment and care planning through to the direct delivery of care - is delivered in-house.

The team supports people across Surrey’s five prisons - High Down, Downview, Bronzefield, Send and Coldingley - as well
as St Catherine’s Approved Premises in Guildford, which supports people as they move from prison back into the
community.

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, said: “This
is a fantastic achievement and really shows the dedication and professionalism of our Prison Social Care Team. They're a
small team working in challenging settings and it’s great to see their compassionate, person-centred care recognised for
the impact it has. Alongside the ‘good’ rating for our wider adult social care service in 2024, this is another example of
how the council is making sure services are effective for vulnerable residents.
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“As we look ahead, we’re proud to be passing on a strong legacy for adult social care to the new councils. We have a
talented and compassionate workforce, and our staff have the expertise to deliver a safe transition and ensure the new
councils start well.”

The full report can be found on the CQC website.
To find out about Surrey County Council adult social care jobs, please visit our jobs page.

Surrey University

Surrey County Council launches new home charging
option for EV drivers

14 September 2026

Surrey County Council has launched a new option for residents without off-street parking to be able to charge their EVs
from home by having a cable gully installed. The cable gullies allow residents to run an EV charging cable across the
pavement, safely, to be able to benefit from cheaper home charging rates.

In partnership with Kerbo Charge, the cable gullies were initially trialled in 2024 and, following the successful application
for funding from the Department for Transport Electric Vehicles Pavement Channel Grant, the process is now being
offered to all eligible Surrey residents.

When it’s time to charge, residents insert their EV charging cable into the channel and the specially-designed lid closes
behind like a zip — keeping pavements trip-free. Kerbo Charge is designed and manufactured in the UK and flexes to fit
the shape of our pavements.

Residents who are interested first need to complete an initial assessment with Kerbo Charge, to check the suitability of
their property, by visiting the Kerbo Charge website. Once this check is complete, residents can apply through the Surrey
County Council website, paying a £499 fee.

The total cost would normally be over £1,000 per household, but funding from central government means the cost to
residents is reduced to £499.

Aviation, Maritime and Decarbonisation Minister, Keir Mather said: “Charging availability is one of the biggest
barriers to switching. Backed by over £250,000 in Government funding, drivers in Surrey without access to off street
parking will now be able to save over 50% on the cost of installing cross-pavement charging solutions. “We’re making it
easier and more affordable than ever to make the switch by investing £600 million to speed up the roll out of chargers
across the country, and our Electric Car Grant has already helped over 120,000 drivers save up to £3,750 on a new EV.”

Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth Cllr Matt Furniss,
said: “EV charging needs to be accessible for all Surrey residents, not just those with a driveway. I'm delighted we've
been able to launch this scheme to help people access home charging for their EVs. Alongside the 500 on-street EV
chargepoints we’ve installed across Surrey, we're making EV ownership a real option for more people - helping to make
Surrey a greener, cleaner place.”

Kerbo Charge Co-Founder Michael Goulden, said: “Congratulations to Surrey County Council! We’'re delighted to be
working closely together - this is simply about offering more choice to residents about how they charge their car and
removing barriers to EV adoption. We’'re looking forward to seeing lots of residents making the move from petrol/diesel to
electric in the months ahead.”

Guildford resident Torkil, pictured, has been using his Kerbo Charge for two years and says: “Given my town
centre location, I made the move to electric only after careful evaluation of how I was going to manage charging.... I am
happy that Surrey County Council listened to suggestions from those of us who live with on street parking, and now that I
can charge at home I feel very confident to stay with electric and help reduce air pollution in Surrey”

For those who are not eligible for the scheme, either because they are unable to park outside their property or they are
unable to install a home chargepoint, in partnership with Connect Kerb, Surrey County Council has installed over 500 on-
street chargepoints across Surrey.
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These are mostly 7kwh chargepoints installed on roads with little to no on-street parking, designed for local residents to
be able to charge overnight near their home. A new initiative to install 3kwh lamp post chargepoints is set to significantly
increase accessibility to EV charging across Surrey. With 100 installed already, and 1000 planned in total, these
chargepoints will be fitted in suitable lamp columns that are adjacent to a suitable on-street parking space.

If you would like to suggest a chargepoint is installed near you, you can register your suggestion on our EV suggestions
map.

A Kerbo Charge cross-pavement channel install in Guildford, Surrey.
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£125,000 for Surrey schools to tackle the impact of
climate change

14 September 2026

Surrey County Council is investing a further £125,000 to help schools across the county adapt to the growing impacts of
climate change.

Schools can apply for grants of between £5,000 to £10,000 to install climate resilient measures such as green walls,
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) planters, shading structures and tree planting, supported by expert guidance from
the council to ensure value for money.

Last year, £120,000 was awarded to 21 schools, in addition to Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary
School each receiving around £17,000 to deliver more comprehensive interventions and share best practice.

Surrey continues to lead nationally on environmental education, with more Eco-Schools Green Flag awards than any other
county in England for the third year running. All participating schools will be encouraged to work towards this
accreditation and embed sustainability across their curriculum.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning said: “We know that our
climate is changing and seasons are becoming more extreme, this is something we all witnessed during the recent
heatwave. It’s important we support schools to adapt to these changes and make sure children are able to learn and thrive
at school. By offering further grant funding to schools, not only are we helping schools be more climate resilient but we
are inspiring the next generation of environmental leaders.”

Rona Mackie, Headteacher at Guildford Grove Primary School said: “We needed to respond to the fact the climate
is changing and we’ve been really lucky as a school to benefit from working with Surrey County Council. They have
worked with us to think about areas around our school that we could develop and it will have such an impact on our
school, the current pupils and future generations.”

Helyn Clack, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning said: “It’s fantastic that we are
offering Surrey schools the opportunity again to apply for this funding to enable them to make adaptations and
improvements in light of the impacts of climate change. I'd encourage schools to apply and look at the improvements
Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary School implemented earlier this year to see the benefits they
offer.”

The deadline for applications is 31 July 2026. Schools can find out more and apply on the Together for Surrey website.

@

SYRREY

Historic 1848 Epsom Racecourse Plan Saved
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A remarkable hand-coloured plan of Epsom Racecourse dating from 1848 has been rescued from severe deterioration
following an extensive conservation project.

The historic document, which provides a detailed record of the racecourse in the mid-19th century, had reached a fragile
state. Conservators warned that without intervention valuable information about the history and development of the
course could have been lost forever.

A Race Against Time

The plan was prioritised for treatment because of its worsening condition and the fact that much of its detail had become
obscured beneath a darkened varnish layer.

Conservators found the document had suffered from multiple forms of damage over the years.

The paper itself was made from machine-produced wood pulp, which is naturally acidic and becomes increasingly brittle
as the fibres deteriorate. At some point the plan had been mounted on a linen backing using starch paste, but the paper
had begun separating from the fabric. In places, fragments had broken away altogether.

Evidence also suggested the document had previously been stored in damp conditions, leaving mould staining across
parts of the surface.

Further damage had been caused by the way the map had originally been displayed. Wooden poles had been attached
using nails driven through the paper, leaving rust stains and tears, particularly along the upper edge.

Perhaps most significantly, the entire plan had been coated in a thick glossy varnish which had darkened dramatically
over time, concealing much of the image beneath.

Delicate Conservation Work

The first stage of treatment involved removing the remaining wooden pole to prevent further damage during handling.

Conservators then carefully detached the mould-stained linen backing before carrying out extensive surface cleaning on
both sides of the document. Throughout the process the plan was supported on woven polyester sheeting to ensure that
loose fragments remained safely in place.

Attention then turned to the dark varnish coating.

Specialist tests were undertaken using a range of solvents to identify the safest and most effective method of removal.
Once a suitable solvent had been selected, conservators worked section by section to lift the varnish without harming the
original inks and pigments.

Using a Japanese paper barrier and a solvent gel, the varnish was gradually drawn away from the surface and transferred
onto the paper layer.

The process was compared by conservators to waxing, with the Japanese paper peeled away carrying the dissolved
varnish with it.

As the treatment progressed, details hidden for decades began to reappear.

Although some staining remained embedded deep within the paper fibres, the plan’s image and written information
became visible once again, making the document accessible for the first time in many years.

Washing and Stabilisation

Following varnish removal, the plan underwent a careful washing process designed to remove any remaining residues.

Once the rinse water ran clear, the paper was treated with a mild alkaline solution to neutralise acidity and slow future
deterioration.

The document was then lined with a specially selected Japanese paper backing. Favoured by conservators for its purity,
flexibility and exceptional strength, Japanese paper provides long-term support while remaining lightweight and
unobtrusive.

After several days of drying, missing sections of the original document were filled using handmade paper closely matched
in tone and thickness.

Conservators emphasised that the work followed established conservation principles rather than restoration. Repairs
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remain visible and distinguishable from the original material, ensuring future researchers can identify what is original and
what has been added.

All treatments are reversible, with wheat starch paste used as the adhesive. Bleaching treatments, which can brighten
paper but may accelerate deterioration over time, were deliberately avoided.

Preserved for Future Generations

Once fully dried, trimmed and stabilised, the restored plan was placed within an archival polyester sleeve and transferred
to environmentally controlled strongroom storage.

The conservation team believes that without intervention the plan would have continued to darken, weaken and eventually
disintegrate.

Instead, this important piece of Epsom’s racing heritage has been secured for future generations, preserving a unique
snapshot of the racecourse as it appeared nearly 180 years ago.

The conservation project not only saved the physical document but also revealed historical information that had been
hidden beneath layers of damage and ageing for many decades.

Surrey County Council- History Centre
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For more news from Surrey History Centre READ HERE

Saturday 9 May is Surrey Day - and this year, we’'re
digging deeper

14 September 2026

Now in its eighth year, Surrey Day is about bringing communities together to celebrate everything that makes this county
so special. In 2026, the theme is Going Underground, and it’s an invitation to see Surrey as you’ve never seen it before.
Forget what you think you know about this beautiful county. Beneath the rolling hills and the familiar high streets of its
market towns lies a world of hidden treasures just waiting to be unearthed.

Whether you fancy venturing into the literal underground or uncovering something altogether more unexpected, Surrey
Day 2026 has something to spark the curiosity of all the family. Enjoy hands-on activities, torchlit tours, guided walks,
unseen histories, a disco in a tunnel and stories in caves, re-enactments in shelters, castles to explore, fossils galore - and
so much more!

While there will be events and activities countywide, this year, Epsom is taking centre stage as a key host town for the
very first time. BBC Radio Surrey will be broadcasting live from Epsom from 12-3pm so keep your ears open - or better
still, get down there and join in! The headline act is the extraordinary Ashley Road Deep Level Air Raid Shelter - a grid of
brick-lined tunnels constructed 50 feet underground to shelter 1,500 people from the Blitz. Now hidden in woodland on
the edge of town, there will be torchlit guided tours, but book early as these will sell out.

Many Surrey museums will also have Going Underground events such as Bourne Hall Museum in Ewell with an exciting
full day of discovery, including an archaeological walk-and-talk, coin identification drop-ins and the remarkable story of
the Epsom Aurochs which was a 3,500-year-old giant prehistoric animal unearthed locally in 2023. Or nearby in Dorking,
there are castle and cave tours, guided history walks, and a chance to get hands-on with fascinating old inventions at
Dorking Museum & Heritage Centre. A particular highlight is an impressively large-scale reconstruction of the very first
Baronyx fossil discovery. On the other side of the county, Guildford Museum has fun hands-on fossil handling sessions,
while Surrey History Centre presents a day of talks celebrating some of Surrey’s lesser-known artists. At Brookwood, you
can be taken on a guided tour of the American Military Cemetery or if you head out further towards Tilford, you can get
involved in 2 thrilling days of re-enactments at the open-air Rural Life Living Museum, finding out what daily life was like
amid rationing and air-raids. If you’ve never visited, this is an experience you won’t forget in a hurry!

Find out more and plan your Surrey Day at visitsurrey.com/surrey-day and if you like a podcast, the BBC Secret Surrey
series is a great companion to the day’s events.
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