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Surrey Police officer inspires change to racism law
in private places
21 June 2025

Surrey Police officer Sergeant Candice Gill is celebrating this week after successfully campaigning for an amendment to
the law that will have a far-reaching impact.   

While it is a criminal offence to racially or religiously abuse someone in public, this does not extend to incidents occurring
in homes. This loophole left police officers and emergency workers with no legal protection from such attacks during
home visits.   

Candice experienced the impact of this first-hand. She says: “I cast my mind back to the day of a racially aggravated
incident against me. I knew the man was racist. Once I was inside his house, he made it overtly clear. The abuse he threw
at me was both damaging and humiliating, and there were no legal consequences.  

“It seemed like a no-brainer to me that something had to change. But changing the law seemed way too big, far out of my
remit, impossible even.”  

Surrey Police Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp heard about this outdated gap in the law and committed to championing
the cause with Candice.   

He capitalised on opportunities to brief ministers and wrote numerous letters. Alongside Police and Crime Commissioner
Lisa Townsend, Candice and Nev made a trip to Parliament to press the case for change.

When they learnt earlier this year that there was cross-party support in Parliament and the changes would be made,
Candice  and  Nev  were  thrilled.  Last  week  they  received  written  confirmation  that  the  government  will  make  an
amendment to the law, subject to the Police and Crime Bill receiving Royal Assent later this year. The government
will introduce two new offences, ensuring that emergency workers are covered under the law when doing their jobs in
private homes.  

Candice says: “I am absolutely delighted to have heard that my proposal to have the law changed has been agreed.  
“I hope the change will go some way into making all officers but particularly the officers who are ethnically or religiously
diverse feel more protected and more valued while doing one of the hardest jobs out there. The positive impact is
widespread across all police forces and other emergency services.”  

Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp says: “More than once, I heard from colleagues that the impact of being singled out
and attacked for simply being who you are was more profound than being physically assaulted.  

“This important change wouldn’t have happened without Candice and is a reminder of the difference we can make with
determination and teamwork. Letters of support from national leaders representing the ambulance service, fire and
rescue service and the Police Federation have helped to confirm the difference it will make to emergency workers across
England and Wales.        

“Surrey is a consistently improving force, and this is further evidence of our pathway to becoming a leading force in
fighting crime and protecting people.” 

Policing Minister Dame Diana Johnson said: “Candice’s story is heartbreaking. Our emergency workers put themselves in
harm’s way every day to keep us safe and they should never have to tolerate abuse due to their race or religion while
simply doing their job. 

“As part of our Plan for Change, this government is rebuilding the bond between the public and police, and part of that
means ensuring our officers have the protections they deserve.  

“By closing this loophole, we’re sending a clear message that racial and religious abuse directed towards those who serve
our communities will not be tolerated, and I thank Candice, Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp and all those at Surrey
Police who have campaigned for this important law change.” 

Epsom led crime gang banged up
21 June 2025

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-officer-inspires-change-to-racism-law-in-private-places
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-officer-inspires-change-to-racism-law-in-private-places
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-led-crime-gang-banged-up
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An organised crime group who carried out multiple burglaries, a vicious assault, and stole more than £215,000 worth of
high-value cars have been jailed for a total of twenty seven and a half years.

In 2023, police identified a series of residential burglaries which could be linked via a distinctive Audi A8, which was one
of just fifteen in the country. The Audi was then seen at a petrol station with a wonky number plate which didn’t match its
genuine details.

Soon after, a second car suspected of being linked to the series was identified by a distinctive GB sticker on the back.
However, the challenge remained to identify the people involved and a complex investigation began which used a variety
of tactics to uncover the full extent of their crimes.

Between June and August 2023, members of the group burgled multiple homes and were also linked to other offences
including keyless car theft, where vehicles were taken close to the owners’ house or from the front drive.  Areas targeted
included Epsom and Walton-On-Thames in Surrey and Croydon, Chessington, New Malden, Raynes Park and Surbiton in
the Metropolitan area.

They would scope out a target vehicle, and either commit a burglary to steal the keys or use illegal devices to gain keyless
entry. They would then drive the vehicle away and park it elsewhere for a short time to see if any tracking devices had
been activated.

In the meantime, they would identify similar vehicles which were insured, source illegal fake number plates, and fit them
to the stolen vehicles to try and evade detection.  On some occasions the stolen cars would ultimately end up at ‘chop
shops’, where they were broken up into parts and sold for profit.

During the burglaries at both residential properties and some shops, they caused thousands of pounds worth of damage
and on one occasion, three of the men (Harry Mackay, Rico Persechino and Jason Connors) – assaulted the occupier of an
address with weapons.

After gathering a body of evidence, on 29 August 2023 police proactively apprehended Rico Persechino and Harry Mackay
outside a shop in East Grinstead. Mackay tried to escape by running inside and heading to the staff door but he was
swiftly caught. Officers later found a keyless car theft device that he’d tried to discard inside the shop.

The police investigation used a variety of tactics including identifying cloned number plates, tracking vehicles through
ANPR (automatic number plate recognition) and matching the suspects’ descriptions and clothing to CCTV footage. Often
when committing a burglary at a shop, the group brought a large white carrier bag to carry the stolen goods and a
comparison of CCTV footage enabled officers to tie offences to them due to the appearance of this same bag each time.
One victim of the group’s criminal activities said “The burglary was very distressing for both my partner and myself, and
we felt a significant impact after the unwelcome intrusion from these criminals. I was very angry and upset and when I
met with detectives the following day, I was close to tears and that’s not in my nature. The thought of strangers going
through your personal possessions, and the damage they caused to gain access to my property was scary.  My partner lost
family jewellery that had been passed down through generations. After the robbery I said I wanted to move, and I still
might as this has had a long-term effect on me. I’m pleased to see the sentence this group were handed, and I was very
impressed with the brilliant  work of  the police officers  and detectives dealing with this  case,  they gave me faith
throughout.”

Lead investigator, Detective Inspector Daniel Voller, shared: “This was a sophisticated and organised operation and
exposing the full extent of their crimes was only possible thanks to the hard work and diligence of everyone involved, from
detectives to intelligence teams.

These thieves had no regard for anyone but themselves and escalated their offending from stealing cars outside homes to
breaking inside and committing a serious assault. We have worked relentlessly over many months to prepare a strong
case against them and I’m pleased our efforts have resulted in getting them behind bars.”

Following a trial at Guildford Crown Court on Monday 9 December, brothers Harry, Frankie and Stevey MacKay appeared
along with Jason Connors and Rico Persechino for sentencing.

Harry Mackay, 34 (DOB 27/04/1990), from Epsom pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Steal Motor
Vehicles, Conspiracy to Burgle and Conspiracy to Commit Robbery and was sentenced to 8 years.

Frankie Mackay, 35 (DOB 24/05/1989), from Epsom, pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Steal Motor
Vehicles and was sentenced to 39 months.

Stevey Mackay, 32 (DOB 08/02/1992), from Kingston-Upon-Thames pleaded guilty to Steal Motor
Vehicles and was sentenced to 39 months

Jason Connors, 29 (DOB 25/08/1995) from Croydon pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to Commit Robbery
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and was sentenced to 5 years and 4 months

Rico Persechino, 35 (DOB 01/04/1989) from Kingston-Upon-Thames pleaded guilty to Conspiracy to
Steal Motor Vehicles, Conspiracy to Burgle and Conspiracy to Commit Robbery and was sentenced
to 7.5 years

Custody photos of Epsom brothers Harry and Frankie Mackay

Stolen dog recovered by Surrey Police after 8 years
21 June 2025

After eight long years, a gorgeous Cocker Spaniel called Daisy, who was stolen from her home in Mole Valley back in
2016, has now been reunited with her owners.

Daisy, who was one at the time, was stolen along with three other dogs in November 2016, after thieves took the working
gun dogs from the garden kennels they were housed in.

Tragically one of the dogs was killed after being hit by a car as it tried to escape and the other two stolen dogs have never
been located, despite best efforts from officers.

In a surreal turn of events, and nearly eight years to the day since Daisy was taken, officers were alerted on Tuesday 29
October, that someone had tried to update her microchip details. Our rural crime officer PC Laura Rowley immediately
contacted the microchip company to obtain the details of the new owners.

Just two days later officers from the Mole Valley Safer Neighbourhood team completed a three hour round trip to bring
Daisy back to Surrey and her owners. They said, “Daisy had been rehomed in good faith by the new owners and they were
unaware of the theft of Daisy.

“We brought Daisy, who is now slightly deaf, back to the Mole Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team Office and there was not
a dry eye in the house when she was reunited with her owners. She recognised them immediately and stuck to them like
glue!”

Sadly, the other dogs, Tilly a black working Cocker Spaniel, and Storm a patchy white Patterdale Terrier, remain missing
and are believed to be elderly or have possibly passed away due to their age at the time of the theft. However, if you have
any information that may be relevant, please contact us quoting PR/45160097926.

Pictured with Daisy are PC Ewan Keen and PC Ellen Francis.

Surrey Police’s response to national disorder
21 June 2025

Following the tragic events in Southport last week and the subsequent violent disorder we have seen across the country,
we are providing our communities with an update on our policing approach.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/stolen-dog-recovered-by-surrey-police-after-8-years
https://surreypolice-newsroom.prgloo.com/news/surrey-polices-response-to-national-disorder
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While at this stage, in Surrey, we have not seen the levels of disorder, protests, or reports of hate crime that have been
seen across other parts of the country, this has understandably caused concerns within our communities.

Since we first saw the increase in violent disorder across the country and where specific communities have been targeted,
local officers have increased their visibility and engagement where we know that residents, businesses, and faith leaders
are feeling vulnerable. Patrols have been increased in key areas across the county so that our communities have a visible
presence from us. We recognise that this is a challenging time for all our communities, and we are committed to providing
reassurances to those who may be concerned for their safety.

We are already seeing an increase in reports of misinformation and disinformation, which we know can be extremely
concerning for our communities. Our officers have a vital role to play in reassuring those who feel concerned, vulnerable
or unsafe in our county, and the spreading of this misinformation and disinformation can cause further alarm. We would
encourage the public to not only challenge what they read online and consider whether it could be misinformation, but
also not to share this further on social media.

If you do see information circulating online about possible disorder, please report these to us so that we can investigate
and respond. You can also approach local officers when they are in the area to raise any concerns or ask any questions
that  you  may  have.  If  you  would  prefer  to  report  information  anonymously,  you  can  contact  independent  charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. In an emergency, always dial 999.

We are continually reviewing the information we receive around reports of potential disorder or crime. Our policing
response will always work alongside our priority of ensuring our communities feel safe and supported by us.

Chief Superintendent Graham Barnett said: “We would like to reassure all our communities that we are prepared should
there be disorder in Surrey. We have specialist teams and resources in place to make sure we can continue to protect our
communities while we respond to reports of disorder. We will continue to facilitate peaceful protest, but violent disorder
will not be tolerated, and we will respond to this robustly. Arrests will be made, and charges will be brought to those
responsible.

“I would like to thank our communities for their continued support as we work together to protect the public, provide
reassurances around our policing approach, and robustly tackle any disorder we may see in our county.”

Image: TheEssexTech Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Murder investigation in Epsom
21 June 2025

A murder investigation has been launched following the death of a man at a residential address in Epsom on Wednesday
(7 February).

Officers were called to Eleanor Avenue at 9pm following a concern for safety of a 47-year-old man. South East Coast
Ambulance Service attended but the man was sadly pronounced dead at the scene. His family has been informed and are
being supported by specially trained officers.

A 44-year-old man from Epsom was arrested last night on suspicion of murder. He remains in custody.

An investigation, led by Surrey Police and Sussex Police’s Major Crime Team, is underway to establish the circumstances
of the man’s death and enquiries remain ongoing.

Senior Investigating Officer DCI Craig Emmerson said: “The investigation is in the early stages and a specialist team of
officers are working around the clock to follow up enquiries. At this time I can share that we believe this is an isolated
incident which poses no risks to the wider public.

“Our thoughts are with the victim’s family at this difficult time. There remains a significant police presence in the area
and we would like to thank local residents for their cooperation as we conduct our investigation. We will provide further
updates as soon as we can.”

As the ward councillors Chris Ames, Kate Chinn and Rob Geleit are saddened to hear of the death of a man after the
incident in Court Ward. Kate Chinn said: “Our thoughts are with the family and friends of the victim of this tragic event
at what must be a difficult time. The police do not consider there is any risk to the wider public. We would like to thank
the emergency services both the ambulance staff and the police who responded to and managed the incident.”

https://www.flickr.com/photos/policeblue999/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/murder-investigation-in-epsom
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If you have any information which may relate to this incident, including any dashcam, CCTV or doorbell footage or any
information which may help the police, please get in touch as soon as possible quoting PR/ 45240015016 via:
– Webchat on the website https://www.surrey.police.uk/
– Online https://www.surrey.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/cor/tell-us-about-existing-case-report/
– Calling 101 

If you do not wish to leave your name, please call the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Surrey Police all clean in the wash
21 June 2025

In January of last year, the Home Office asked all police forces to submit details of all serving police officers, staff and
volunteers in order to check them against the Police National Database (PND) to identify any areas of concern that may
have been missed and warranted further investigation.

To be as transparent and thorough as possible, Surrey Police also took further action than those mandated by the Home
Office, which included checking all employees against its own police records management system.

Of the 4,593 individuals that were cross-checked, one officer and one staff member were flagged as requiring a vetting
clearance review and one staff member was flagged for a management intervention.

None of the individuals who were identified required further criminal or disciplinary investigation as a result of the
integrity screening exercise.

Head of Professional Standards, Superintendent Andy Rundle said; “The work that was carried out, not only across Surrey
but across all forces in the UK, will help to ensure that the correct checks and balances are in place and that the Force is
seen as an open and transparent organisation which is fit to serve its local communities and where employees can also
feel safe and supported.

“The large majority of our officers and staff are professional and a credit to the Force. However, it is essential that we
deal robustly with those who do not meet our high standards or compromises our integrity.

“We have invested in a  comprehensive programme of  cultural  change towards challenging,  reporting and tackling
unethical or unprofessional behaviour. This included every officer and staff member under-taking mandatory training and
plenary sessions in abuse of position for a sexual purpose, gender and racial bias.

“We also have a confidential internal anti-corruption reporting tool ‘Anonymous’ which encourages colleagues to report
anything concerning them to us in a safe and supportive manner.

“While the number of individuals identified as part of the data wash is low, we are not complacent and remain determined
to root out any individual not fit to serve the county and its communities, as part of our commitment to ensuring that
Surrey is not only safe, but feels safe.”

Not insulated against prosecution
21 June 2025

47 activists who caused chaos on the Surrey stretch of the M25 in the autumn of 2021 have been convicted of a variety of
offences following a lengthy and complex investigation.

Officers have worked tirelessly to bring those responsible to justice following the direct-action protests, which took place

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surrey.police.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Harris1%40surrey.police.uk%7C8887ccd5a0c5410f893c08dc28a70ad7%7C1c6f5d37988241c7b9116c23ee574cec%7C0%7C0%7C638429945108635033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vZosNKYprm23Qt1Bg%2FGAgGy94hWKAd5avKfal2FkTN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surrey.police.uk%2Ftua%2Ftell-us-about%2Fcor%2Ftell-us-about-existing-case-report%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Harris1%40surrey.police.uk%7C8887ccd5a0c5410f893c08dc28a70ad7%7C1c6f5d37988241c7b9116c23ee574cec%7C0%7C0%7C638429945108645139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9O3g2hYzVUNcK46fJnArm87MGQJpt%2B6kA6FmMtrkGNY%3D&reserved=0
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-all-clean-in-the-wash
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/not-insulated-against-prosecution
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between J6 and 14 of the M25 on Monday 13 September 2021, between J8 and 10 on Wednesday 15 September 2021, at
J9 on Friday 17 September 2021 and between J9 and 10 on Tuesday 21 September 2021.

Numerous arrests were made at each of the protests, including 35 arrests on 13 September, 35 on 15 September, 33
arrests on 17 September and 24 arrests on 21 September.

Of these, 54 people were charged with 133 offences, with 47 subsequently found guilty following a series of hearings and
trials which have taken place over the last few months.

The activists were convicted of a variety of offences, including wilful obstruction of a highway and criminal damage.

Chief Superintendent Jerry Westerman, who was in charge of policing the activity, said: “Not only did the action taken by
the Insulate Britain activists over the four days cause significant delays and disruption to our road network, it also
endangered the lives of our officers and staff and other motorway users, as well as the activists themselves.

“The tactics used by these activists, which included running out in front of oncoming traffic and lying down in the
carriageway, escalated rapidly and was unprecedented in any of the protest activity we had seen previously.

“We will always seek to facilitate peaceful protest but committing criminal offences and taking part in activity which puts
lives at risk cannot be condoned. That is why we took swift and robust action to ensure that these activists were removed
from the road and detained as quickly as possible to enable us to reopen the affected sections of motorway as soon as we
could.”

Ch Sup Westerman continued: “We have continued to see this type of direct action in Surrey, with the motorway protests
last year and more recently, the activity at the Epsom Derby Festival last weekend and these investigations remain
ongoing.

“More recently we have seen the introduction of new legislation under the Public Order Act 2023 which gives us a wider
range of options to deal with these activists. The protests in 2021 were carried out before this legislation was enforced
but we did everything possible to ensure that the offenders were dealt with robustly and brought before the courts.”

Ch Supt Westerman added: “I would like to thank those motorists affected by the disruption for their patience and
understanding, as well as our colleagues in other forces and partner agencies for their support.

“The work to investigate and bring these offenders to justice is a lengthy and complex process and I would like to thank
the team involved for their diligence and determination in seeing this through to its successful conclusion.”

Related reports:

Police maintain order at Epsom Derby Festival
Image: BBC

Jail  for  prolific  Epsom  burglar  who  preyed  on
vulnerable women
21 June 2025
Thanks to the determination of Surrey officers, a prolific burglar from Epsom has found himself sentenced to over three
years behind bars.

Frank Smith, 27, from Rutland Close was sentenced at Guildford Crown Court on Friday (17 March), after he pleaded
guilty to 19 offences over the last year making the lives of many in the borough of Epsom and Ewell a misery.

Victims spoke about being left “traumatised and anxious” after being targeted by Smith, with one saying: “I should feel
safe in my home and not have to worry about things like I do, because of him”.

Another victim described how she had been “manipulated” by Smith and said it was “hard to trust people after what he
did”.

A woman whose house was burgled by Smith said: “It is very difficult to put across in words how devastating it has been
for me, and my family, to suffer such a violation of our home, peace of mind and family life.

 “Home should be a safe and comforting place, but since the burglary, both of my children are deeply afraid to be in the
house. Our home was utterly ransacked. My children’s belongings were strewn on the floor, my daughter’s toys and horse
figures were left broken and they had even broken into her money box.”

In this series of offences, which started in May 2022, Smith pleaded guilty to a burglary at Buildbase in Epsom, where he
stole tools totalling £4,400.

That same month he stole a black Peugeot 3008 from outside a takeaway while the owner was inside the restaurant. This
was followed by the theft of a VW van from the forecourt of a petrol station while its owner was in the garage paying for
fuel. He later burgled the Co-Op store on Chessington Road, Epsom managing to get into the safe in the staff room and
taking several hundred pounds.

In June 2022, whilst on bail under investigation for these offences, Smith saw a woman taking out cash from a Sainsbury’s
in Epsom. He then followed her outside and back to her car. She described how Smith ran past her and snatched her bag
out of her trolly whilst she was unloading shopping into the boot. The cost to the victim was estimated to be around
£1,000 as she had to change the locks to her home, order replacement car keys and get a new phone. Her bank cards

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/police-maintain-order-at-epsom-derby-festival
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/jail-for-prolific-epsom-burglar-who-preyed-on-vulnerable-women
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/jail-for-prolific-epsom-burglar-who-preyed-on-vulnerable-women
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were then used shortly after to make two purchases totalling just under £60. Smith was caught on CCTV getting lottery
scratch cards and making contactless payments, while holding the cash he had taken from her.

Smith then moved on to targeting private homes. After going out for the day, an elderly woman returned home to find a
whole drawer missing from her dresser which had contained jewellery including a gold watch, two bracelets and several
pairs of earrings with a total value of around £4,000.  Smith was caught on CCTV carrying the drawer with its contents
partly visible.

In July 2022, Smith approached an 83-year-old woman as she was being dropped home, telling her that she had a leaking
gutter and offering to fix it. The victim described how he initially quoted £15 but after a brief amount of work, claimed
he’d had to replace the rubber seals and the cost would now be £135. When the victim’s son later checked the guttering,
he found that no work had been done. Smith later returned to the property via a side gate before climbing in her front
bedroom window and taking her purse.

In September 2022, Smith knocked on the door of a property in Epsom and told the 90-year-old occupant she had a rat
problem in her back garden. The victim went through the house to the garden followed by Smith. Later she checked her
handbag and found that her wallet and purse were missing. She later said Smith had been constantly pestering her to do
guttering or other jobs around her home. Following this burglary, Smith used the victim’s card on six occasions making
contactless payments.

A further nine offences committed by Smith were also taken into consideration, including four burglaries, three thefts of
motor vehicles, one offence of fraud by false representation and one theft of a pedal cycle.

Detective Constable Sam Wightman, who led the investigation, said: “Smith is a serial offender and over time, escalated
from opportunistic acquisitive crime, to targeted burglaries and fraud – targeting primarily elderly women. He has caused
untold distress to his victims leaving them feeling unsafe in their own homes and costing them thousands because of the
way he preyed on their vulnerabilities. This case has involved a lot of hard work and tenacity from officers across several
units to track down the evidence needed to link these offences to one person and, because of this work, Smith is now
where he deserves to be – behind bars.”

The above is reprinted from Surrey Police website with permission. It is not a court reporter’s report.

Epsom College deaths update
21 June 2025
The incident at an address within Epsom College in the early hours of Sunday, 5 February is now being treated as a
homicide investigation.

Officers were called to the property at around 01:10am by the South East Coast Ambulance Service. On arrival they found
the bodies of three people who police are confident are Emma Pattison (45), her daughter Lettie (7), and her husband
George (39).

The deaths have been reported to the coroner for formal identification.

The family’s next of kins have been informed and are being supported by specialist officers. We ask that their privacy is
respected at this difficult time.

An investigation is being carried out to establish the full chronology and circumstances of the incident. At this stage,
officers are confident there is no third-party involvement and there is no wider threat or risk to the community.

A firearm was found at the scene and has been recovered by officers, however, causes of death will not be confirmed until
post-mortems have been completed later this week.

We can confirm the firearm was licensed and registered to George Pattison.

We had contact with George on Thursday, 2 February after he notified us of a previous change of address, as is routine.
Due to the short period of time between that contact and this incident, we have made a referral to the Independent Office
for Police Conduct (IOPC).

We are aware of speculation regarding a firing range on the site. We can confirm this range does not form part of our
scene or our inquiries. Any reporting to suggest otherwise is inaccurate.

Detective Chief Inspector Kimball Edey, Senior Investigating Officer on the case, said: “This is an incredibly traumatic
incident and we are working around the clock to investigate and understand the exact circumstances which led to this
point.

“We understand the public concern and upset, and we will clarify what we can, when we can, while respecting the right to
a level of privacy for the families of those who have lost their lives.

“We are cooperating fully with the IOPC in relation to the referral we have made, and we await the outcome of its
assessment of what further action may be required. Until this has been completed, we will be unable to provide further
details on a number of matters.”

Inspector Jon Vale, Epsom and Ewell’s Borough Commander, said: “I know this incident has caused upset and sent
shockwaves through the local community. Although we are confident that this incident was contained to one address, and

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-college-deaths-update
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there is no risk to the wider public I fully understand the concern this can and has caused members of our communities.
Therefore, the public can expect to see a heightened police presence in the local area in the coming days. If you are
concerned about anything at all I’d urge you to approach an officer and discuss your concerns with them. They will be
ready and happy to help you however they can.

“I would like to send my continued thanks to the school and our public for their understanding while the investigation
progresses.”

[Epsom and Ewell Times adds: The BBC reported at 6pm 07.02.23 on R4 that Surrey Police believe that Mr. Pattison shot
dead his wife and daughter and then killed himself.]

Epsom College Head, husband and child found dead
21 June 2025

In the early hours of Sunday morning 5th February, Surrey Police was contacted by the South East Coast Ambulance
Service to a property on the grounds of Epsom College. Officers attended at around 01:10am where they, sadly, found the
bodies of three people, including a child.

Surrey Police can confirm that the bodies found were Emma Pattison (45), Head of Epsom College, her daughter Lettie
(7), and her husband George (39). The family’s next of kins have been informed and are being supported by specialist
officers. We ask that their privacy is respected at this difficult time.

An investigation is being carried out to establish the circumstances of their deaths. At this stage, police are confident that
this is an isolated incident with no third-party involvement.

Detective Chief Inspector Kimball Edey said, “On behalf of Surrey Police, my team, and I, I first want to express my
sincerest condolences to the friends and family of Emma, Lettie and George, as well as to the students and staff of Epsom
College, for their tragic loss. I want to give my assurance that we will conduct a thorough investigation into what took
place last night, and hope to be able to bring some peace in these traumatic circumstances. I would ask that their privacy
is respected at this very difficult time.”

Inspector Jon Vale,  Epsom and Ewell’s Borough Commander, said: “We’re aware that this tragic incident will have
caused concern and upset in the local community. While this is believed to be an isolated incident, in the coming days, our
local officers will remain in the area to offer reassurance to students, parents, teachers, and the local community. I would
like to thank the school and the community for their understanding and patience while the investigation continues.”

The three deaths have been reported to the Coroner.

Dr Alastair Wells, Chair of the Board of Governors at Epsom College, said, “On behalf of everyone at Epsom College, I
want to convey our utter shock and disbelief at this tragic news. Our immediate thoughts and condolences are with
Emma’s family, friends and loved ones, and to the many pupils and colleagues whose lives she enriched throughout her
distinguished career. Emma was a wonderful teacher, but most of all  she was a delightful person. In time we will
commemorate Emma and her family, in the appropriate way, and in line with the wishes of her family. But for now, we ask
that we are all given the time, space and respect we need to come to terms with this tragic loss.”

There is currently a significant police presence at the location, and the surrounding area, and we would like to thank the
local community for their understanding while our officers continue their investigation.

Image –  Epsom College  –   Copyright  Naveed Barakzai/Maxal  Photography,  but  licenced under  Creative  Commons
ShareAlike 2.5.

Surrey Police help end abuse victim’s ordeal
21 June 2025

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-college-head-wife-and-child-found-dead
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-police-help-end-abuse-victims-ordeal
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A woman who was married to a domestic abuser for 10 years said after he was sent to prison: “To the outside word they
appear rational, they hide their abusive behaviour from everyone around them”.

After countless assaults, in 2017 she began documenting her injuries, which she recalls was “so that if he killed me, there
would be a timeline of the assaults becoming more severe before my eventual death.”

Over the years, Joseph Alcock of Dorking, had left her with black eyes, facial injuries requiring a total of 30 stitches and
even stab wounds. The final assault happened at the Prince of Wales Pub Alcock managed in Dorking on 6 September
2020, when he knocked her unconscious. She was later found alone by a member of the public.

The shock of this brutal attack led to her coming forward and working with Surrey Police officers from the domestic abuse
team to secure evidence of six different assaults between 2017 and 2020.

After eventually pleading guilty to three counts of actual bodily harm and three counts of grievous bodily harm, Joseph
Alcock,  43, was sentenced to five years and ten months’ imprisonment at Guildford Crown Court  on Monday (9
January). He was also given an indefinite restraining order against her.

Passing the sentence, the Judge called Alcock a ‘violent bully’ and paid tribute to the victim’s bravery in attending court.

In a statement following the sentencing, she said: “I have waited two and a half years from my initial report to police to
see a conclusion in court. However, I am glad I came forward and I would encourage other victims of domestic abuse to
seek help too. You aren’t alone. I’d like to thank the police and prosecution for all their support and for securing a
successful outcome. Even with every obstacle presented to them, they have always put my welfare first. I want to start
rebuilding my life, after this period has consumed me for so long, I am hoping this is now the start of some form of closure
for me.”

Detective Sergeant Tracey Muir, who investigated the case, said: “The fact that Alcock is behind bars is down to the
bravery and tenacity of the victim, who has used her experience to encourage those in a similar situation to try to seek
help  and  support.  Domestic  abuse  is  sadly  prevalent  in  our  society,  and  we  must  continue  to  work  together  as
communities to stop abusers in their tracks and safeguard victims. If you suspect that someone you know is a victim of
domestic abuse, or if you’re experiencing domestic abuse yourself, please reach out to us.

“We  have  specialist  support  in  place  for  victims,  including  dedicated  support  workers  in  place  throughout  the
investigation and court process. If you aren’t ready to speak to us, reach out to one of our brilliant Surrey-based charities
who can offer sanctuary and practical, as well as emotional, support.”

There is a range of information on the Surrey Police website, including:

The signs of domestic abuse
How to report domestic abuse and what will happen after your report
Where to find details of support organisations

Love trappers caught and jailed
21 June 2025

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/love-trappers-caught-and-jailed
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Guildford Crown Court’s Presiding Judge sends online love fraudsters to prison.

Two people have been sentenced to a combined total of 11 years and nine months’ imprisonment at Guildford Crown
Court today (23 December) for orchestrating a complex romance fraud scheme which conned five people out of over
£200,000.

Using a variety of fake personas they would target victims through online dating sites, gaining their trust over a period of
time by making them believe they were in a relationship, before asking for large sums of money under false pretences
which they never intended to pay back.

Key to the scams were a series of elaborate and emotive excuses for needing money from the victims, ranging from the
persona being held by Dutch customs when trying to return to the UK, all the way to being kidnapped, with money needed
to ‘secure their release’.

In order to make their lies more believable, they would forge documents including death certificates and airline tickets.
The victims were always falsely reassured that the money would be paid back, often with the promise that the persona
was due to inherit hundreds of thousands of pounds and just needed a stop-gap loan until they had the funds.

In one case, a victim was defrauded over a period of 14 years before they were told by officers that the person they
thought were speaking to wasn’t real and was in fact a scammer.

The investigation began after a Surrey victim came forward in 2020 and officers were able to trace bank transfers made
by the victim straight to the pair’s door. Numerous devices were seized from their home address, leading to the discovery
of a gold mine of evidence which showed the pair plotting, sharing account logins and fabricating stories together to
manipulate victims with.

Working with City of London Police’s National Fraud Intelligence Bureau, a further 179 victims of fraud were identified
throughout the course of the investigation, with 80 linked to romance fraud, 22 to investment fraud and 77 who had had
their identities or bank details stolen or shared. They are being supported by the City of London Police’s victim care unit.
Officers also uncovered evidence of money laundering by painstakingly tracing bank transfers between multiple accounts,
which fraudsters often do to make money as hard as possible to trace. In total, over £400,000 was found to have been
laundered through their bank accounts.

Fredrick Diji, 37, of Flaxman Road in Lambeth, was sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment after pleading guilty to
conspiracy to defraud, concealing criminal property and possession of an identity document for improper means.

Racquel Johnson, 43, also of Flaxman Road in Lambeth, was sentenced to three years and nine months’ imprisonment
after pleading guilty to one count of money laundering.

On sentencing, Judge Fraser commented that both Diji and Johnson carried out a ‘truly callous conspiracy of significant
scale’, adding ‘the harm you have caused has been devastating to so many’. Judge Fraser also praised Detective Constable
Becky Mason’s ‘tireless’ work in investigating the case, labelling her diligence as ‘quite remarkable and most impressive’.

Detective Constable Becky Mason, who investigated the case, said: “Romance fraud is heartless and cowardly and has a
devastating impact on victims, not only financially but emotionally as they find their trust has been exploited in the
cruellest of ways.

“Diji had his routine down to a tee, and assisted by Johnson, they would work together using a number of fake personas to
target victims online, love-bomb them with promises of meeting in person and declarations of love, before fabricating
reasons for desperately needing money, telling the victims that if they really loved them they would help them out. It was
the ultimate manipulation which preyed on people’s emotions and good nature.
I am incredibly grateful to each of the victims for supporting our investigation and I hope that today’s result gives them
some sense of justice.”

Officers worked closely with online dating site Match where Diji and Johnson met several of the victims.
A Match spokesperson commented:

“At Match, the safety of our members is our highest priority. We are very sorry to hear about this case. We have a
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dedicated team monitoring security 24/7, deploying industry-leading technology and human checks to ensure user safety.
We are constantly reviewing our safety methods and proactively communicate safe dating advice to our members and
within our platform.

“We encourage everyone to take the same precautions when meeting people online, as they would if they were meeting
through friends or in a pub, bar or public space. It is always best to keep conversations on the Match site, messaging
service or app, so that there is an accurate record and any concerns can be quickly reported. We also have a ‘report this
profile’ function prominently positioned.

“We strive to create a safe and friendly environment for all users. Match has a zero-tolerance policy for reports of serious
offences and encourage anyone who has felt exposed to unsafe behaviour whether through our services or anywhere else,
to speak to the police, so that the matter can be investigated and documented. We have co-operated with the police on
this case, as part of our commitment to work with the wider industry to define standards and share information.”

To read more about the signs of romance fraud click here.

If you, or someone you know is vulnerable to Romance Fraud please report it online or call 101.

If you think you have been the victim of romance fraud, contact your bank immediately and report it to Action Fraud on
0300 123 2040 or via www.actionfraud.police.uk

Are you emoji aware?
21 June 2025

Over the past two weeks, Surrey Police has been raising awareness about the alternative meanings of emojis, which some
young people may use to reference drugs and sexual behaviour.

Have you ever wondered how children use emojis in their day-to-day life? Does that snowflake really mean snow is on the
way? Are fruit emojis always only used to reference fruit?

These are some of the questions we have been addressing in our most recent campaign, which is focused on being ‘emoji
aware’.

Throughout the campaign, we have aimed to educate parents, carers, teachers and those working with children on this
secret world of emojis and their more concerning meanings. While this campaign might sound worrying, and we want to
highlight the serious meaning these emojis can take on, we are keen to stress that the use of these emojis on their own
does not necessarily mean a child is involved in drugs. Instead, this may be seen as part of a bigger picture of a change in
their behaviour. Other changes may include (but aren’t limited to):

Changes in their mood
A change in their performance at school

Them becoming increasingly secretive

Detective  Chief  Inspector  Kate  Hyder  said:  “We  really  want  parents  and  guardians  to  feel  confident  to  have  a
conversation with their children about this, if and when they need to. We have shared a lot of information around emojis
over the past couple of weeks, both on social media and with our local partners to help raise awareness and start the
discussion around this.

“Our focus on this doesn’t stop with the end of this initial campaign. We will be continuing to work with local partners to
extend the conversation around emojis. We’re also aware that emojis and their alternative meanings are something that
will constantly change, and so our work and research into this will continue.”

For guidance on starting these conversations and support if parents or guardians are concerned, there are a number of
resources and services that can help, some of which are specifically for children:

Catch 22 – Surrey’s Young People Substance Misuse Service
Talk to FRANK has helpful advice about drugs for children and parents
NSPCC has advice about keeping your child safe, including how to have difficult conversations
Childline – information for young people about drugs and sexual relationships
YMCA WiSE (What is Sexual Exploitation) supports young people around staying safe in relationships, online and

https://www.surrey.police.uk/romancefraud
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/are-you-emoji-aware
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in the community
Surrey Police website about county lines drug dealing

This isn’t a campaign that starts and finishes within this two-week window. Instead, this is about encouraging parents and
guardians to have conversations with their children at a time that works for everyone involved. What is vital in these
discussions is trust. We’re very aware that checking phones could break down this trust between a parent and their child,
and therefore we are not suggesting parents do this. Instead, we want people to be aware of what these emojis mean, in
case they do happen to see them.

Surrey woman’s coercion experience shared
21 June 2025

The powerful testimony of a woman who was subjected to years of coercive controlling behaviour has resulted in a man
being handed an eight-year restraining order against her at Guildford Crown Court on 19 December.

Image – is purely for illustration. Neither the defendant or victim are represented.

The court heard how Douglas Martin, 42, of Winkfield Lane in Windsor, would intimidate and bully her so often as their
relationship progressed that she has been left with acute anxiety and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Over a period of around three years, Martin would control where she could go, who she could be friends with and what
belongings she was allowed to have, throwing away items he believed were not acceptable in their shared home.

Chores had to be done to a standard he would accept and he would become verbally abusive when things weren’t done his
way. The jury saw evidence of the extent of Martin’s controlling behaviour after they were shown a photo of a Christmas
tree she was made to decorate in the garden because he wouldn’t allow her to have decorations inside the home. In
addition, the court was played recordings of Martin’s relentless berating and aggressive verbal abuse, used to belittle,
exert control and a sense of superiority.

Martin was given an 18-month custodial sentence, suspended for 18 months, after the jury found him guilty of coercive
controlling behaviour. He was also ordered to attend rehabilitation programmes, including a course on how to build
healthy relationships.

In an impact statement, she relayed how constantly living in fear made her feel physically ill with heart palpations and
nausea. Speaking after the trial, she said: “Coercive controlling behaviour is happening to so many people who don’t
realise they are experiencing domestic abuse. I want those people to read what I have been through, recognise similarities
in their own relationships and understand that it is not a situation they simply have to endure. They can find the strength
to say enough is enough and trust in the fact that there is help, support and justice out there.”

Investigating Officer Natalie Ridley said: “Today’s result is testament to the courage of the victim in coming forward,
disclosing the abuse and giving evidence in court, which is ultimately what secured Martin’s conviction.
If someone is continually behaving in an abusive way towards you which controls how you live any aspect of your life, that
is coercive control. You do not have to suffer alone or in silence. We have specialist support in place to help you and will
do everything possible to pursue offenders and hold them to account for their appalling actions.”

Some of the signs of coercive controlling behaviour include:

· controlling your finances, such as taking your wages or benefits or only allowing you a small allowance
· preventing you from working or studying or controlling your ability to go to work
· controlling what you wear
· controlling when you can sleep and eat
· repeatedly putting you down such as telling you that you are worthless
· isolating you from friends or family

You can find more information on how to report domestic abuse, including coercive controlling behaviour, and details of
support organisations here.

Dogs against knife crime
21 June 2025

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-womans-coercion-experience-shared
https://www.surrey.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/daa/domestic-abuse/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dogs-against-knife-crime
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Officers have visited 14 schools and colleges across Surrey over the past week to raise awareness and tackle the grass-
root causes of knife crime as part of national police campaign, Operation Sceptre. The visits provided officers with a
chance to speak to students about misconceptions around the law when it comes to carrying a knife and scenario-based
learning to highlight the dangers it can bring. 

One of the colleges to take part in the campaign welcomed officers and trainee police dogs, Toby and puppy Yaris, to their
campus to learn about the role police dogs play in tackling knife crime.

As part of the campaign, officers also carried out a number of area sweeps, searches and warrants, which in conjunction
with the Force’s knife amnesty bins, resulted in the recovery of 76 knives.

Detective Chief Inspector Amy Buffoni, who leads on tackling knife crime for Surrey Police, said: “We work hard all year
round to tackle knife crime and we are encouraged to see that the number of knife crimes in Surrey has reduced year-on-
year since 2019. This doesn’t mean that we can rest though. Op Sceptre provides us with the opportunity to focus our
efforts and reignite conversation around the devastating impact of knife crime on communities, families and young
people. Vital to this work is building relationships with local communities so that the message carries down to the next
generation. One life lost to knife crime is one too many and it simply should not happen.”

Do you have information about someone who carries a knife? You can help save a life by reporting what you know to
police. Even tiny details can stop knife crime and keep your community safe. You can call on 101 or if you’d prefer to
remain anonymous, you can call the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111, or alternatively visit their
website here. 

Worried about a young person? For help and support as well as advice on how you could help them, visit #knifefree here.

If you are in danger or need immediate help, always call 999.

Save a life and surrender your knife. No questions, no arrest. Surrey Police have knife banks located at the following
locations in Surrey:

Staines Police Station (22 Kingston Rd, Staines, TW18 4LQ) – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Woking Civic Centre (Civic Offices, Gloucester Square, Woking, GU21 6YL) – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Guildford Police Station (Margaret Rd, Guildford, GU1 4QS – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Elmbridge Council Offices (Civic Centre, High St, Esher, KT10 9SD) – open Monday to Friday, 8.45am to 5pm
Reigate Police Station (79 Reigate Rd, Reigate, RH2 0RY) – open every day, 8am to 10pm

The dreadful price of dangerous speeding
21 June 2025

A Woodmansterne man is facing 2 years and 8 months behind bars after making a reckless decision to show off his car in
front of his friends by driving at excessive speed which resulted in the tragic death of a 17-year-old girl.

Leanne Taylor, who was the back seat passenger at the time, was sadly killed in the collision which took place in
Tupwood Scrubbs Road in Caterham on the evening of Saturday, 1 February 2020.

https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGFyZGNhbGxzc2F2ZWxpdmVzLmNvLnVrLw%3d%3d&r=13993081282&d=17898893&p=1&t=h&h=4a82ee9e0f8250f02317ae464c96ca62
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua25pZmVmcmVlLmNvLnVrL3dvcnJpZWQteW91bmctcGVyc29uLw%3d%3d&r=13993081282&d=17898893&p=1&t=h&h=6850865bfc77c07aad32efba1426da49
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-dreadful-price-of-dangerous-speeding
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Leanne Taylor

Describing Leanne as “definitely one of a kind with a massive individual personality”, her family said today that Leanne’s
“lasting legacy is giving a gift of life to four people”.

Her mother, Mary Allison, said: “Over the last two years and nine months, we as a family have waited for justice for our
Leanne. How I wish my Leanne was alive and had the chance to live life to the full, it’s heartbreaking. We would like to
thank all the emergency services who were there on the night, to the staff at St George’s treating our Leanne with dignity
and respect. A massive thank you to the team from the Surrey and Sussex Police Serious Collision Investigation Unit for
all the work they have done to build this case, for justice for our Leanne. A big thank you to our family liaison officer and
all involved.”

The driver of the car involved in the collision, Callum Hone, 24, of Manor Way, Woodmansterne, was sentenced to
2 years and 8 months’ imprisonment when he appeared at Guildford Crown Court yesterday (17 November). He has also
been disqualified from driving for 5 years, which will start when released from prison and if he was ever to reapply for his
driving licence there would be the requirement to complete an extended re-test.

Callum Hone

Hone had pleaded guilty to causing death by dangerous driving on the first day of his trial at the same court on 10
October.

On the evening of the collision, Hone had picked Leanne and another friend up in his BMW 320 where they joined another
group of friends at Caterham Viewpoint. They were sitting in their cars talking and listening to music when Hone made
the fatal decision to do a drive-by. Hone set off, with Leanne and her friend still in the car, and was driving at speed when
he failed to negotiate a left hand bend, resulting in the car colliding with a tree and overturning a number of times before
landing on its roof.

Leanne’s body was recovered from under the BMW and she was taken to hospital, where she sadly died five days later as
a result of the catastrophic injuries she had suffered in the crash.

On sentencing, Judge Black said: “I have no doubt you were showing off to your friend. You were fully aware of the risk
driving the way that you did with at least one passenger unrestrained within the car”    

Investigating Officer, Lauren Upton, from the Serious Collision Investigation Unit, said: “Our thoughts are with Leanne’s
family and friends following her tragic and senseless death. I would like to thank Leanne’s family for their patience and
dignity throughout this investigation. Hone was estimated to have been driving at a speed of between 55 and 60mph at
the time of the crash, a speed that was unsuitable for the road conditions. Leanne’s death is a stark reminder of why all
young drivers should think twice before they risk the lives of themselves and others by putting their foot down on the
accelerator to show off and try to impress their friends. Sadly, this case is an example of the devastating consequences
Hone’s reckless and irresponsible actions can have. Speed kills – it is simply not worth the risk. We will continue to
investigate serious collisions and bring to justice those who compromise the safety of themselves and others on our roads
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in Surrey.’’


