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Bearing the balls of Derby week in Langley Vale
Residents of Langley Vale, an estate adjacent to the renowned Epsom Racecourse, have expressed growing frustration and
concern over repeated incidents of anti-social behavior and vandalism coinciding with the annual Derby week. The community’s
grievances were vividly shared through a series of social media posts, highlighting a range of disturbances and a perceived lack of
adequate police response.

One resident described a troubling encounter with three males, one of whom had a cast, yet lamented the police’s apparent
indifference. “This is serious now, not just knock down ginger, but they don’t seem to be taking it seriously. They should be going
on site and looking for these culprits. The police should be patrolling this whole area of the downs anyway. They know we get
trouble every year; a burnt-out car last year on the downs and theft,” the post read.

Another resident voiced their anger over the disruption Derby week brings to the village, accusing the police of failing to ensure
community safety. “The whole village gets held hostage this time of year, and the police don’t do enough at all to make the
residents feel safe,” they stated.

The most alarming incident reported involved the shattering of bedroom windows by ball bearings, suspected to have been
launched with a catapult, between 10-11 PM. Fortunately, the children’s rooms were spared. The attack occurred at the top of
Grosvenor Road, near the bridle path. “Reported it to the police, obviously, but if anyone has had similar treatment or saw
anything suspicious, can you let me know or report it to 101,” the resident urged.

Further reports of catapult and ball bearing damage surfaced within the village, including a patio door destroyed within a half-
hour span. The resident noted the impressive accuracy of the attack, considering their home’s secluded position next to the
woods. They identified a pattern, suggesting the culprits were targeting homes from the bridle path at the top of Rosebery,
Grosvenor, and Beaconsfield Roads, areas supposedly under police dispersal orders. “Despite these boys being exactly in the
same place three evenings and nights running, no police presence was seen at the top of the village,” the post concluded.

As Derby week continues, Langley Vale residents remain on edge, calling for more proactive measures from law enforcement to
protect their community from further disturbances.

Inspector Kelly Clifton-Sinclair,  Borough Commander for Epsom and Ewell,  said: “We are aware of reports of anti-social
behaviour and criminal damage in the Langley Vale area. We know that these crimes can have a serious effect on the local
community, and I would like to reassure residents that we are investigating all possible lines of enquiry so that we can work to
identify those responsible. Since the reports were made to us, we have had officers patrolling the local area, proactively speaking
to the local community and those affected, to make sure residents feel safe.

“If you are a victim of crime, or have recently been a victim of crime, please report it to us so that we can investigate it
thoroughly. Each report helps us to build our understanding of crime in the area so that we can respond, work to deter crime, and
help keep our communities safe. If you have any information that might assist our investigation, please get in touch with us via
Messenger quoting PR/ 45240061106.”
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