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Bit of Epsom history for sale
A distinctive slice of Epsom’s high street history has surfaced for sale — the original “Ladies at Lester Bowden” shop sign, once
proudly displayed beneath the old walkway of the famous Lester Bowden outfitters in the heart of town. The sign, around seven
feet long and built to last, has survived in remarkably good condition thanks to its sheltered position and evokes the golden age of
a business synonymous with Epsom’s racing tradition.

For generations, Lester Bowden was the name every jockey, trainer and racegoer in Surrey knew. Established in the early 20th
century, the gentleman’s outfitters was famed for its bespoke tailoring and equestrian style — a cornerstone of Epsom’s identity
as the home of The Derby. In later decades, as fashions evolved, the store expanded to include a dedicated ladies’ section: “Ladies
at Lester Bowden,” which served as both a stylish boutique and a symbol of the business’s adaptability.

The building itself has a pedigree even older than the brand. Before Lester Bowden moved in, the site at the corner of the High
Street and Spread Eagle Walk was home to one of Epsom’s most historic hostelries — The Spread Eagle Inn. For over two
centuries, weary travellers, jockeys, and race patrons found food, drink, and lodging there. The Spread Eagle’s name became
woven into Epsom’s folklore — a meeting place during Derby week and a landmark at the heart of town life. It even was home to
the Epsom Magistrates during a Court refurbishment.

When Lester Bowden took over the premises in the mid-20th century, they carried forward the building’s long association with
Epsom’s equestrian and social history. Its large, distinctive frontage, tailor’s fittings and wooden signage became part of the
visual fabric of the High Street for decades — until the shop’s closure brought the end of an era.

Now, with this original shop sign up for sale, a tangible piece of that story is back in circulation. The seller describes it as
“about seven feet long,” heavy, and needing two people to lift — a proper relic of a bygone retail age. Protected from the weather
under the old walkway, it remains in fine condition and could easily be restored or displayed as an artefact of Epsom’s retail past.

For heritage enthusiasts, collectors, or anyone with affection for Epsom’s racing roots, this is a rare opportunity to own a genuine
link to the town’s layered past — one that spans from coaching inns to couture.

Those interested in the sign can find details through this Gumtree ad, but the real story is larger: it’s a reminder that every piece
of Epsom’s architecture tells a tale — and that sometimes, those tales are still for sale.
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