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Box Hill teacher with naked boy interest struck off

A teacher has been struck off and banned from the profession after being found with hundreds of indecent images of children and
a search history looking for naked young boys. Nicholas Heuvel worked at Box Hill School Trust in Mickleham, Dorking from
September 1997 before resigning in 2017.

The school was a private boarding and day school until it merged with Reigate Grammar School and became RGS Surrey Hills in
2025.

Between January 2016 and January 2018, Mr Heuvel had up to 224 indecent images of children on his phone, including at least
one of the most extreme kind. He also admitted to searching for terms including ‘little boy nudists’ and ‘young boy speedos’,
between 22 October 2017 and 23 October 2017, and was given a police caution in 2021.

The Teacher Regulation Agency rejected Mr Heuvel’s claim that he wasn’t sexually motivated, finding no plausible innocent
explanation and, on the balance of probabilities, that he was seeking gratification.

The panel, which concluded its findings on July 15 this year, said Mr Heuvel’s viewing and searching for significant numbers of
indecent images of children over a lengthy period of time were relevant to his position as a teacher. They said it amounted to
serious misconduct and fell significantly short of the standards expected of the profession.

There was also a lack of any evidence that Mr Heuvel made any effort to report the images - which he would have known he
needed to do by virtue of his role as a teacher and the safeguarding training he would have received.

David Oatley, on behalf of the Secretary of State for Education, said that the period of time with which Mr Heuvel used specific
search terms to access indecent images of children was a significant factor and that the risk of repetition was high due to Mr
Heuvel’s lack of insight and or remorse into his actions and the impact that his actions had on children.

Mr Oatley said: “Mr Nicholas James Heuvel is prohibited from teaching indefinitely and cannot teach in any school, sixth form
college, relevant youth accommodation or children’s home in England. “Furthermore, in view of the seriousness of the allegations
found proved against him, I have decided that Mr Heuvel shall not be entitled to apply for restoration of his eligibility to teach.

Hayley Robinson, headteacher of RGS Surrey Hills, formerly Box Hill School, said: “‘We very much support the decision of the
Teaching Regulation Agency to regard the safety of children as the highest priority in our profession. “We note that Nicholas
Heuvel was struck off for matters unconnected with allegations about his behaviour at Box Hill School and relate to the years
2017-18, nearly a decade ago. RGS Surrey Hills is now a member of the prestigious Reigate Grammar School group of schools,
where safeguarding and pupil safety and wellbeing is at the centre of everything we do.”

Box Hill School before it merged to become RGS Surrey Hills (image Google)
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