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British Railways’ 200 year celebration train
coming to Epsom
24 November 2025

Free exhibition train to steam into Tattenham Corner

A free exhibition train celebrating 200 years of the modern railway will arrive at Tattenham Corner station
next March as part of a 60-stop national tour.

More  than  40,000  people  have  already  visited  the  touring  train,  named  Inspiration,  which  forms  a
centrepiece of Railway 200, the nationwide programme marking two centuries since the opening of the
Stockton and Darlington Railway in 1825. Nine in ten visitors say they would recommend it to a friend.

What visitors can expect

Co-curated with the National Railway Museum, Inspiration explores how rail reshaped Britain and the
wider world. Displays chart key “railway firsts”, interactive engineering challenges and a rapid tour of
lesser-known railway careers. The exhibition has been praised as “brilliant”, “fascinating” and suitable for
all ages.

One visitor reported: “I loved that it was interactive. I visited with people from age 18 to 85 and there was
something for everyone.” Another said even their five-year-old “absolutely loved it”.

The train will be hosted by Southern at Tattenham Corner station from 9 to 11 March 2026. Tickets
are free but limited.

Tattenham Corner’s royal railway history

Tattenham Corner station itself has a long connection with major public events. Opened in 1901, the station
was  built  to  provide  easier  rail  access  to  the  Epsom Downs  racecourse,  particularly  for  the  Derby.
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According to local historical accounts, the new station offered an alternative to the original Epsom Downs
station, which at the time had nine platforms and could be overwhelmed by Derby-day crowds.

It is widely understood that the creation of Tattenham Corner station was encouraged so that Queen
Victoria, in the final months of her reign, could travel to the racecourse with greater ease and avoid the
congestion associated with the older, much busier station. The new alignment brought passengers directly
to the famous turn on the Downs from which the station takes its name.

In the decades that followed, Tattenham Corner became a focal arrival point for racegoers, and extra
services still run on major racing days.

A milestone for Britain’s railways

Railway 200 marks two centuries since Stephenson’s Locomotion No. 1 steamed along the Stockton and
Darlington line, an innovation that changed global travel, encouraged mass tourism, shaped timekeeping
and sped up industrial development.

The anniversary year has already included a re-run of the original 1825 journey watched by around 100,000
people, commemorative stamps and coins, a global “whistle-up” of more than 200 locomotives, and what
organisers describe as the world’s largest rail festival.

Angie Doll, Chief Executive of Govia Thameslink Railway, said: “Two hundred years ago the modern railway
came into existence and utterly transformed our society. Working together, we hope to educate and inspire
young people in rail’s past and future. The railway is great for the climate, and helps our local communities
thrive.”

Emma Roberts, Programme Manager for Railway 200, added: “Inspiration is a fun, free and fascinating way
to learn about the past, present and future of rail. There’s something for everyone.”

Rail Minister Lord Peter Hendy called Britain “the birthplace of the modern railway” and said the touring
train aims to inspire a new generation of engineers, drivers, conductors and technicians.

The exhibition has been supported by a £250,000 National Lottery Heritage Fund grant, with Porterbrook
providing the livery for the train.

Tickets

Tickets for the Tattenham Corner visit are free but must be booked in advance.

Sam Jones – Reporter
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