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Building bridges across the Borough

26 May 2024

Epsom and Ewell Times welcomes the third Mayor to be appointed since we started. For the year 2024/2025 Councillor
Steve Bridger (RA Stamford Ward) has the honour and burden of being the Borough’s number one citizen. We wish him
and his wife Carol, the Mayoress, a hard-working and enjoyable year. Here is our annual Mayoral interview.

Q. The main thing I want to discuss was charities, I see that you are championing 3 charities in your Mayoral year, could
you expand upon why you chose these particular charities?

Mr. Mayor: I am supporting Epsom and Ewell Phab, Puffins and the Ruxley Foundation.
PHAB

We had a disabled son, Richard, who unfortunately was diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy when he was 3 and
sadly passed in 2018 aged 34. He and his brother Matthew both attended Phab and they thoroughly enjoyed the full
integration and raising awareness of disability. This has made Matthew understand disability to become the person that
he is by having time for everyone regardless of their position in life.

PUFFINS

Puffins helps disabled people swim and play games and unfortunately the equipment (hoists etc.) were not available in the
Rainbow centre when Richard could have attended.

Ruxley Foundation

During our married life my wife, Carol, and I came upon extreme financial hardship and we are fully aware of the issues
and stress that this can create within a family situation and the Ruxley Foundation can at least assist in one area to
alleviate some of this.

Q. Next question I wanted to ask was what are your priorities for your year in office?

Mayor: Raise awareness of the Borough and the importance of the selfless roles that numerous residents play in
supporting all the charities and associations. Without them the world would be a different place.

Q. What do you think could be improved about the Borough?

Mayor: Whoever you talk to then there is a story of what can be improved and why. Only by listening to the residents in
my role as Mayor do you hear of the real areas of concern. I will pass these back to the Officers and Committees to
hopefully be able to action some of them.

Q. What are you most looking forward to in your new role?

Mayor: Meeting the volunteers and local small business owners and seeing how these can work together in creating a
better environment for everyone and show what a great place Epsom & Ewell is to live.

Q. If you were just named your favourite sport’s team’s manager, who is the first player you would sign?
Mayor: I do not follow any sports, teams etc. as do not have time!
Q. What hobbies of yours might suffer during your busy Mayoral year?

Mayor: All of them as I put my energy and time into the Mayoral role! - they are DIY, programming, designing web sites,
electronics and recycling old items into something useable around the house and to help others. I will miss being part of
the Epsom Repair Cafe which I attend every 3rd Saturday each month.

Q. Any other particular message to our readership?

Mayor: I hope that I can live up to and exceed their expectations in my role. I will be pleased if people just come up to me
for a chat, I am an ordinary person and have been extremely fortunate to have been offered this position and for that I can
thank the residents for showing their trust in the fact that I have shown that I am proud of where I live and will assist
wherever and whenever I am able to - I am usually around most days in Epsom unless at an organised event, working at
home or meeting!

Please support the many events that my charities have put together and to remember that all monies raised will be
donated to charities within the borough. “Local Charities for Local People.”
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