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Bullish performance beats the Salts
Jersey Bulls 2-0 Epsom & Ewell – Combined Counties League – Premier Division South – Saturday 9th September 2023.

Our fourth defeat from four League matches was maybe no real surprise for most Epsom supporters as Jersey Bulls defeated us
by two goals to nil, even though our failure to register a shot of any concern to the home keeper was a little concerning. On a
blisteringly hot day, the home side gradually wore us down and by the end we were a well beaten side, even though I thought we
did a good job defensively for much of the match.

In front of an attendance advised as 533; low for Jersey, but in my opinion around a hundred above the actual number who were
present, based on a less than half full stand that holds nearly a thousand, we took the field with a few changes from our loss at
Eastbourne United. Ayran Kugathas came in for the suspended Tommy Williams, while Ollie Thompson started at the back ahead
of Ash Snadden. Further forward Jaan Stanley returned to the starting eleven with Tino Carpene dropping to the bench.

It was Hawaiian day at Jersey and many of the supporters were wearing garlands presented in the Jersey fan zone that opened up
before the match. However, there was little for our boys to celebrate and as the players “warmed up” (as if they needed to get
warmer!) you could tell that this was going to be a difficult day against a team that passed the ball around for fun.

The first real action occurred in the seventh minute when Harvey Keogh was out quickly to block as a striker broke through. We
won a corner at the other end but there was no one there to finish the delivery on after it was flicked on by a defender. Both sides
had another opportunity inside the first twenty minutes as a good run by the Jersey number 11 finished with a shot dragged
across goal, before a Rory Edwards corner was cleared at the near post, but only as far as Ethan Nelson-Roberts who struck the
ball well enough, but it just cleared the Jersey bar. What we didn’t realise at the time was that this would be our best chance of
the match.

We had a scare in the 27th minute when a mis-hit shot spun up in the air, and Keogh then dropped it and we had a moment of
panic in the six yard area before the danger was cleared. However, we were back on the attack soon after as Zach Powell sent a
lovely pass through to Ade Batula on the right, who cut in only to see his shot blocked by a defender.

We had an unusual incident in the 33rd minute. Shortly after completing a five minute water break, the referee called a halt to
proceedings once again and it transpired that he was struggling with his vision (insert joke here!), but fortunately a Jersey official
was able to fill the breach on the line after one of the Assistants stepped up to take the whistle.

The game continued in a similar pattern with Jersey controlling much of the ball, and their number 10 struck at goal but it went
high and in the direction of St Helier High Street with the only danger being to passers by outside the ground. On a more serious
note we were beginning to concede some free kicks on the edge of the area and from one of these, the ball clipped the wall and
forced Keogh into a fine save, tipping the ball over for a corner. For sure the danger signs were there at the half, but we managed
to get in to the shade of the dressing room goalless.

Unfortunately, and much like the previous FA Cup match, we conceded early in the second half after another clumsy foul had
conceded a free kick out on the Jersey left. The delivery was met with an unmarked header which Keogh kept out, but the ball fell
to Adam Trotter around fifteen yards out and his shot went through a crowd of people into the net with Keogh either unsighted or
beaten by a deflection.

This was the signal for the drums and bells to start playing for a while as the previously quiet home support suddenly found their
voice. In the carnival atmosphere Keogh kept out another low drive that was just creeping inside the post with his left leg and
although we attacked with a good run from Kiyo Brown, his powerful looking shot had all the pace taken off it by a defender and it
dribbled through apologetically to the keeper.

The hosts sent another header straight at Keogh midway through the second half as we began to get pushed back further and
Powell picked up a yellow card to go with the one Batula had picked up at the start of the half. Fresh legs came on with Carpene,
Sirak Negassi, Nick Inwugwu and then Snadden all joined the action, but we were struggling to get out of our half as the Bulls
seemed to be toying with us at times. Keogh made another flying full stretch save but in the 84th minute Edwards appeared to be
clattered in the middle of the park and we all stopped, expecting the free kick that never came and they nipped through to score
their second goal through Le Quesne. It was the least they deserved, even if we shouldn’t have switched off, but fortunately a few
minutes later the torture was over. In fact this match was very similar in nature to the identical defeat we suffered on our
previous visit in 2019.
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Some of our Committee appeared rather over-disappointed by the result after the match, and some even expressed the view that
the home side weren’t that great, but they did more than enough to secure the win against us and you had the feeling that they
had another gear or two if required. We have to be realistic about our ambitions this season and accept that sometimes the
opposition are on a different level to us right now. That was definitely the case in this encounter and the only things we took home
from Jersey were some garlands and a sun tan!

It could be said that four straight defeats to open the season is a poor start, but in our defence, we have played arguably two of
the better sides in the division in Jersey and Redhill and were extremely unlucky to lose in the closing seconds at Fleet Town on
the opening day, as a point gained there would have kept us off the foot of the table position we currently occupy. However, we
do need to start picking up points soon and whilst I’m not that downhearted about our defeat on the Island, our next match at
home to Sheerwater on Saturday is likely to be a much more telling indication of where we actually stand this season.

Epsom & Ewell: Harvey Keogh, Ayran Kugathas, Ethan Nelson-Roberts, Callum Wilson (c), Ollie Thompson, Zach Powell, Ade
Batula, Chester Clothier, Jaan Stanley, Rory Edwards, Kiyo Brown

Subs: Tino Carpene for Batula (57), Sirak Negassi for Kugathas (73), Nick Inwugwu for Powell (73), Ash Snadden for Clothier (78)
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