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Care home plan lacked the “wow” factor
9th November Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Planning Committee debated the proposal for a care home on the site of the
now demolished Organ and Dragon pub on the junction of London Road and the Ewell-By-Pass. A site that has been a sore-sight
for many years.

Cllr Jan Mason (RA Ruxley) described the design as “bad” and the car parking provision as “ridiculous”. She said “Coming into
Epsom or out of Epsom, it really should be something people should go by and think “Wow that’s lovely.””.

The officer’s report was quoted in the meeting: “While the Applicant is an organisation with no history of operating car homes
itself, there is no reference to a care provider working in partnership with the organisation in (the previous) application. There is
therefore very little indication of what type of care will be delivered on Site, whether the care home would operate with or
without nursing care provision, and no description of exactly how the particular development would benefit local residents or the
joint health and social care system.”

Councillors stated more information was needed as to the exact type of care the applicant intended to provide. Then the
committee could determine whether the car parking provision in the application was adequate. Presently, it was assumed that 25
spaces would not be sufficient given the site’s proximity to one of the busiest junctions in the Borough with little to no street
parking available.

After a lengthy debate and an initial refusal being voted the matter was deferred to a later meeting.

Related reports:

Epsom care home plans

“Blot on the landscape” – Ewell care home inked in
Image – The former Organ Inn alongside the care home design.
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