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Surrey Uni knows the display way to San Jose
A radical new approach to display screen technology could halve production costs, reduce harmful waste, and deliver brighter,
more energy-efficient screens for our smartphones, smartwatches, and even certain medical devices, say researchers at the
University of Surrey. 

Most display screens use complex circuits made up of tiny switches called thin-film transistors (TFTs), which control when each
pixel turns on or off and how bright it should be. However, building these circuits requires a lot of time, energy, water and harsh
chemicals, making the manufacturing process expensive and resource-heavy. 

At this year’s Display Week 2025 Technical Symposium in San Jose, California (11-16 May), Dr Radu Sporea and Dr Eva Bestelink
will unveil their latest research, based on a new type of electronic component called a multimodal transistor (MMT). Originally
designed as a hardware AI computing element,  the MMT also has the ability  to simplify  display circuits  while improving
performance and sustainability. 

Dr Radu Sporea, Associate Professor in Semiconductor Devices at the University of Surrey, said: 

“Our invention challenges decades of industry practice by embracing properties usually seen as flaws. In most displays, engineers
try to eliminate the energy barriers that form where metals meet semiconductors because they restrict current flow. But instead
of working around them, we’ve made those barriers central to how our transistors operate. 

“Using these effects deliberately, we’ve shown that the electronic circuits at the heart of display screens can be made with fewer
components and processing steps – reducing waste, cutting costs and improving performance. And because it works with existing
materials and tools, it’s a smarter, more sustainable upgrade for the screens we use every day. For the user, the reduced power
requirements in operation will also mean significantly improved battery life.” 

The MMT’s unique operation enables extremely compact, high-performance circuits that are particularly well suited to devices
where size, energy use and image quality are critical – such as smartphones, tablets, smartwatches, automotive displays, and
future wearable devices.  

The technology is already showing promise in simulations, with real-world applications in AMOLED and microLED displays – two
of the most advanced and rapidly growing areas of screen technology. It can also be integrated into current production lines with
minimal disruption. 

Dr Eva Bestelink, Senior Research Fellow at the University of Surrey’s Advanced Technology Institute, said: 

“I’ve been working on this technology since my undergraduate days at Surrey, where I had the idea to develop a transistor based
on neural behaviour, so seeing it evolve into something with real-world potential is incredibly rewarding. We’ve shown that it’s
possible to rethink how displays are built without starting from scratch.  

“The  MMT lets  us  design  circuits  that  perform better  while  also  being  cleaner  and  cheaper  to  make.  That’s  a  win  for
manufacturers, a win for users and a win for the environment. Beyond displays, it could also have major applications in areas like
microfluidics,  imaging  arrays  and  hardware  AI.  We’re  still  actively  researching  the  AI  potential,  but  the  implication  for
revolutionising manufacturing is clear – especially if we’re to achieve Net Zero.” 

Dr Bestelink and Dr Sporea will present their research on 15 and 16 May at this year’s Display Week 2025 Technical Symposium
in San Jose, California. Their invention – the multimodal transistor (MMT), now granted a US patent – builds on more than two
decades of pioneering research in thin-film electronics at the University of Surrey. 

Image: By Redd Angelo in Technology CC0 license

McDonalds run out of Loch Fyne, Cobham
Plans for a McDonald’s in Cobham have been thrown out. 

McDonald’s had hoped to find a new home on the former Loch Fyne Restaurant in Portsmouth Road on the outskirts of Cobham.
Members of Elmbridge Borough Council’s planning committee rejected the application by majority vote on April 24, against
officer’s recommendations to approve. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-uni-knows-the-display-way-to-san-jose
https://negativespace.co/category/technology/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/mcdonalds-run-out-of-loch-fyne-cobham
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Councillors were unhappy that the new McDonald’s would be within walking distance of schools and near an area of high social
and economic deprivation. “McDonald’s isn’t a proper choice,” Cllr Lawrence Wells said, “most of it is ultra-processed food.”

The Liberal Democrat councillor for Cobham and Downside argued: “To young people and families who have very little access to
healthy food or treats, a McDonald’s will be like the witch’s candy house to Hansel and Gretel.”

North of the potential McDonald’s site, argued Cllr Wells, there is a socially and economically deprived area between River View
Gardens and Northfield Road. He claimed the 650-odd houses come in the fifth most underprivileged sub-ward in the whole of
Surrey. 

But Cllr Ashley Tilling accused groups of “middle class snobbery” in opposing the scheme. He said it was unlikely there would be
such opposition if a Gail’s or a Megan’s decided to open there. 

Councillors debated whether it was appropriate for a fast food restaurant and take away should be in walking distance from
schools, parks and a children’s home. Surrey County Council had also raised concerns about the potential health impacts the new
burger branch could have, being so close to areas where children congregate. 

“You have a duty to protect the most vulnerable, you have the duty to protect the health and wellbeing of your constituents,” Mr
Sabi said, speaking for residents against the scheme at the meeting. He argued the council was using a London yardstick for
walking distance to fast food places for a Surrey borough. 

Fearing the chicken nugget chain would exacerbate issues of obesity and not promote healthy living, planning members refused
the scheme. Officers said it was a matter of judgement and there was no evidence to suggest the American burger branch would
make people less healthy.

Other councillors warned “we don’t live in a totalitarian state where people are told what they must and mustn’t eat” or that it is
even their role on the planning committee to “combat obesity”. 

Ward councillor Katerina Lusk acknowledged the old Loch Fyne Restaurant is in “disrepair” and no other use has been found. Cllr
Tilling also supported bringing the locally listed building “back to life” and re-using it in the community. 

Despite the concerns, many people flagged the multi-million dollar company would bring huge financial benefits to the village,
increasing visitors and supporting local business.

But Cllr Lusk highlighted the limited indoor dining options (60 covers) and proposed opening hours until midnight, which could
mean it would be primarily used for takeaway. “More noise, more traffic and constant delivery movements- all spilling into an
area already burdened with congestion and frequent flooding,” Cllr Lusk said. 

Submitted last year, the application has been hugely contentious. Hundreds of objections flooded in from residents, including an
online petition reaching over 34,000 signatures. A similar strength of feeling was also boosted from those who want to see a
closer Happy Meal in Cobham. 

McDonald’s has been approached for comment.

Related report:

Global fast-food giant targets Surrey village

Global fast-food giant targets Surrey village
A global fast food giant could be coming to a Surrey village as a new McDonald’s restaurant and takeaway might get the go
ahead. Despite being famed for its ‘Happy Meal’, some residents fear the American icon will be ‘detrimental to the health of
Cobham”.

The popular burger and nugget chain is hoping to find a new home in the former Loch Fyne Restaurant on Portsmouth Road,
Cobham. The fate of the application will be decided by Elmbridge Borough Council members at a planning meeting on April 24.

Planning officers have recommended McDonald’s gets the green light to transform the disused fish restaurant. Residents have
railed against the scheme, with nearly 500 letters of objection sent to the council.

The village of Cobham was named as one of the most affluent communities in the county but the Northfield Estate, where the
restaurant is proposed, is among Surrey’s poorest socio-economic areas.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/global-fast-food-giant-targets-surrey-village
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/global-fast-food-giant-targets-surrey-village
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Significant concern has been raised about the proposed distance (or lack of) to local schools and playgrounds nearby. Opponents
have claimed the new branch will  “encourage children to form unhealthy habits”,  “exploit  young people” who will  eat  at
McDonald’s and add to the country’s obesity crisis.

People have said the new outlet will be “detrimental to the health of Cobham” and the impact “cannot be underestimated”. Lots of
residents pointed out there is already an outlet at the M25 services, so they do not need another one closer to the village.

Wyndham Avenue park and Hamilton Ave play area, both managed by PA Housing, are just a four-minute walk away (321m) from
the potential McDonald’s site. Felton Fleet Prep School, Cobham Free School and Cobham recreation ground are only a seven
minute walk (482m) away from the fast food chain.

But planning officers said the nearest schools are not within a 400m radius walking distance to the site. The intervening A3 would
be a “man-made barrier” to the fast food chain, officers reported, and the proposed restaurant is not on the main school route to
Cobham Free School so children would be walking the opposite way.

Although the neighbouring petrol station has a Greggs, the proposed restaurant will not create a ‘cluster’ of takeaways. The
nearest other takeaways are in Cobham’s centre some 700m away, according to the report.

Despite recognising local public health concern, officers found there is no evidence the multi-million fast food chain will have a
detrimental impact on health in the neighbouring areas. National planning guidance says local authorities should refuse plans for
takeaways near schools and where young people hang out. Surrey County Council’s public health team did not object to the new
McDonald’s in principle.

Cobham residents launched a petition in May 2024 against the plans to open a new restaurant and takeaway. The petition, which
has garnered over 34,000 signatures, calls for the site to be turned into a community hub instead. Concerns raised include
increased traffic, litter, and potential impacts on the area’s health and well-being.

Despite the concerns, many people flagged the multi-million dollar company would bring huge financial benefits to the village,
increasing visitors and supporting local business. Others said the new ‘Happy Meal’ site could provide up to £60k a year in
business rates for the council.

Supporters of the proposed McDonald’s slammed the listed building as an “eyesore” and in need of “restoration”. The new fast
food outlet would employ around 120 people, which the company hopes to recruit from the local area, as well as offering training
and career development.

People said comments about the quality and ‘wholesomeness’ of the food is “irrelevant” as no one has to eat there. Those looking
forward to the new branch said it would be a good place for young people to meet and socialise as well as providing more
takeaway options.

According to the chain, the new restaurant would include both indoor and outdoor seating with space for 60 diners, 30 cars
parking bays, two of which would be accessible and three with EV charging spaces. The American fast food branch is hoping to be
open every day from 6am to 11pm.

McDonald’s has been approached for further comment.

Paintball plans to entertain Epsom’s youth
Plans for a new paintball and laser tag centre have been put forward in a former farm building. The new play shooting centre
could be launched at The Paddock on Langley Vale Road, Epsom.

The proposed play shooting range already has a name- dubbed ‘PandaWarz’-and will offer Lasertag to the under 16’s and Tactical
Paintball to those 16 and over. 

Developers claimed Epsom is a “thriving town with much to offer” but is “limited in leisure”. Planning documents sent to the
council read there are “minimal opportunities for young children and young adults” particularly when it comes to their “special
annual celebrations”, or birthdays. 

Details  of  the  scheme include  changing the  existing  agricultural  building  into  an  indoor  children’s  Lastertag  arena.  Two
containers could also be installed, making closed arenas, along with a temporary roof covering for the indoor Tactical Paintball. 

Planning documents said that “PandaWarz’s objective is to modernise the game” by using military skills and techniques from

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/paintball-plans-to-entertain-epsoms-youth
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close range to build up obstacles. 

The equipment will be modernised and operating with magazines, according to the applicant. Planning documents read: “The
games are tactical, not simply spraying paintballs and hoping to hit.”

The two purpose play area will be made up of shipping containers, internal rooms, mazes and obstacles. Fine mesh is proposed to
cover the arenas so no paintballs can be fired beyond the confines of the play area. A gantry has been designed over and around
the arena with a temporary roof covering to protect both spectator and player from any weather.

Planning details read: “Twenty minutes running around a dark room filled with obstacles and UV reactive artwork shooting each
other in teams. A successful way of both entertaining [children] and wearing them out!”

Noise will be reduced by containing the games within the existing building and as well as using the constructed containers and
temporary roofing, the application states. 

Car parking for up to 15 vehicles is included, with additional parking directed to the open, free roadside parking a short walk
away on the Downs.

Locals can comment on the proposals until April 30 on the council’s website. Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will decide the
future of The Paddock site at a later date.

Proposed site layout. Epsom and Ewell planning documents.

New  funding  to  boost  Surrey’s  businesses  and
economy  
Funding worth millions is now available from Surrey County Council for innovative ideas to drive growth across Surrey. 

Businesses, employer representative groups and partner organisations are all invited to apply for investment from the new
Economic Growth Fund. 

Up to £7 million is available for this financial year – with grants awarded to those demonstrating how they will boost economic
outcomes for the people, places and businesses of the county. 

Applications for the first round are now open and due to close at the end of May via the Business Surrey website. 

The launch comes as the Council also publishes Surrey’s Economic Growth Strategy 2025 to 2035, which sets out the long-
term focus and priorities to drive sustainable growth in the county for the next decade. 

Matt Furniss, the Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, Infrastructure and Economic Growth, said:  “This is a
fantastic opportunity for businesses, training providers and partners to secure immediate investment in ideas to drive growth in
Surrey. 

“We know that Surrey has a strong economy, contributing £50 billion a year to UK PLC. But the refreshed economic strategy
highlights several challenges around start-ups, high-growth businesses, retaining talent and an increasing number of people out
of work. 

“The new Economic Growth Fund is one of the ways we can tackle those challenges while delivering benefits to the people, places
and businesses across the county. 

“Our ambition is simple: we want to position Surrey as one of the UK’s leading regional economies while ensuring No One is Left
Behind.” 

The Economic Growth Fund has been created by the Council in collaboration with employers from across the county via the One
Surrey Growth Board and Business Leaders Forum. 

The idea is to make it as simple and easy-as-possible for those looking to drive growth to apply for funding.  

So, a range of funds, such as UK Shared Prosperity Funding from government, have been pooled together into a single application
process. 

The first round covers three areas: 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-funding-to-boost-surreys-businesses-and-economy
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-funding-to-boost-surreys-businesses-and-economy
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=073a6161e459bfe15d052f15fc04013c9d6f022f9fc00585df27c4094f39f9ff&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31053&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=e98aadc5ce5d63d436a6a500c6ff780f&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVzaW5lc3NzdXJyZXkuY28udWsvaW5ub3ZhdGUvZWNvbm9taWMtZ3Jvd3RoLWZ1bmQv&email_id=5588b7d7f94190bf49011427cbdc0436
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=8d9a6f2ea715be4f8f8ce6fd7cb365bebb6148450273ff176fee7d3dc2c1eeba&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31053&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=19d1784d173fae8857da5d466a1a2b04&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVzaW5lc3NzdXJyZXkuY28udWsvd3AtY29udGVudC91cGxvYWRzLzIwMjUvMDMvRklOQUwtU0NDLUdyb3d0aC1TdHJhdGVneS1NYXJjaC0yNS5wZGY&email_id=5588b7d7f94190bf49011427cbdc0436
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Business Growth Grants are designed to support companies scale up and create jobs. Match funding of between
£10,000 and £50,000, covering 50% of project costs is available. 

The Innovation Spaces Fund focuses on physical infrastructure, such as training hubs, collaborative workspaces,
and testing facilities. Bids of £50,000 and upwards are welcomed. 

The Future Surrey Fund will support a small number of high-quality innovative proposals that deliver economic
impact at scale. It is open to anyone, including employer representative groups, local authorities, health bodies,
research institutions and schools. 

Those applying are encouraged to demonstrate how the bid delivers against the three priorities in the refreshed economic
strategy – workforce and skills; business growth; and economic infrastructure in Surrey’s communities. 

The application process takes place across two stages, starting with an expression of interest. 

Cllr Furniss added: “As government looks to drive growth across the UK and devolve more powers to regions, it’s vital that local
authorities work closely with businesses to understand their demands. 

“Our aim is to ensure that Surrey is a major part of that story – and we’ll  work with partners to make the most of new
opportunities to drive regional growth by meeting the demands of businesses. 

Chris Hurren, Chair of the Surrey Business Leaders Forum, which is made up of more than 40 employers across the
county, said: “Growth in Surrey, like much of the country, has slowed in recent years. We can only tackle the challenges by
working together while focusing on the needs of businesses and outcomes for our people and places. 

“The refreshed Economic Strategy, which is evidence-led and developed in partnership with businesses, employer representative
groups, academia and other key stakeholders, is very much the starting point of our journey.  

“Together, we’re determined to drive forward this ambitious agenda and deliver our ambition to benefit our residents, businesses
and wider communities.” 

For full details, including criteria and closing dates, visit www.businesssurrey.co.uk. 

Image: Economic Growth Fund launches in Surrey – with Cabinet Member Matt Furniss, Director for Economy and Growth Dawn
Redpath and Chris Hurren chair of Business Leaders Forum

Thames Water hopes £37m investment will end record
sewer flooding
Thames Water has said it will spend £37m upgrading its Mole Valley network raising hopes it could spell the end of homes,
gardens and rivers being flooded with sewage waste.

The private utility company came in for heavy criticism for the “damage it has inflicted” despite huge profits and shareholder
payouts while its pipe network falls into disrepair during the latest scrutiny committee meeting at Mole Valley District Council.

However, it hopes investment projects in Dorking, Earslwood, and Horley will increase its ability to manage storm flows, treat
more waste water, and prevent “effluent” flooding rivers and waterways.

The investment was welcomed as a step in the right direction but many at the meeting aired their disappointment with the firm
for letting the situation get this bad.

Last  year,  Thames Water  spent  13,101 hours  pumping sewage into  the  River  Mole  and its  tributaries  according to  new
government data seen by the MP – an increase of 10.9 per cent despite there being less rain.

Speaking after the meeting, the Dorking and Horley MP, Chris Coghlan, described the record as “simply unacceptable” but has
since had assurances from Thames Water and environmental regulators that “long overdue” upgrades were on the way

He said: “For years, the entire water industry has been poorly managed and woefully under-regulated.

“To expect hard-pressed customers to now pick up the tab for 35 years of under-investment by Thames Water, while the company

https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=280a83516ad3a32b47b88b4674f1601814190a4e757104b439d816e7981c736d&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31053&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=ca7601712fe1f0312167a7919fbd9e5c&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVzaW5lc3NzdXJyZXkuY28udWsv&email_id=5588b7d7f94190bf49011427cbdc0436
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-hopes-37m-investment-will-end-record-sewer-flooding
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/thames-water-hopes-37m-investment-will-end-record-sewer-flooding
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continues to flood my constituents’ homes and gardens with disgusting sewage is shocking.

“The Government and Ofwat have a duty to hold the water companies to account”, he said, adding that the regulator needed to be
replaced with a body that would “will make Thames water pay up for the damage it has inflicted.”

In Dorking, Thames Water is putting £16m into new storm tanks to treat incoming sewage and reduce dumping of untreated
waste.

At its Earlswood site, just outside Mole Valley, it will increase treatment volumes from 340 to 440 litres per second, helping to
prevent effluent going into the river – and what does will be of a higher quality.

Horley will benefit from upgrades to improve performance in wet weather.

Councillor Stephen Cooksey, leader of Mole Valley District Council told the meeting: “The question that flows through my mind is,
although you can’t answer it tonight, is how as a responsible company you’ve allowed your infrastructure to get into such a
dreadful condition?”

Thames Water’s Alice Keeping described the £37m as “a substantial amount of money that we are going to invest going forward”.

A Thames Water spokesperson said: “In 2024 parts of our region experienced some of the wettest months in 250 years. This
overwhelmed our sewer network which resulted in diluted wastewater being released into rivers. While all storm discharges are
unacceptable, the sewage systems were designed in this way to prevent sewage backing up into people’s homes.

“Over the next five years we will deliver a record amount of investment across our network.

“We continue to execute our plans to upgrade over 250 of our storm overflows to reduce the number of storm discharges
including at our sites in Crawley and Horley.

Esher Mill Road overflow sewage site (image Chris Caulfield)

Epsom based Toyota raises £1/2m for MND
Toyota has raised more than £500,000 to support people living with and affected by motor neurone disease (MND). It has also
extended its partnership with MND Association for a further two years, into 2027.

Toyota joined forces with MND Association in 2021. The charity was chosen by the company’s staff in memory of a much-loved
colleague, Rachel Rollason, who suffered from MND, a terminal neurological condition that affects up to 5,000 people in the UK at
any one time.

Since then, colleagues from Toyota (GB), Toyota Financial Services, Toyota Insurance Services and KINTO UK, have pushed
themselves to the limits in a variety of fund-raising activities including taking part in marathons, a cycling challenge from
Portsmouth to Newcastle, a Tough Mudder and a 100km walk along the River Thames which raised more than £120,000 in just
two days.

Tanya Curry, MND Association’s Chief Executive, said: “We are delighted that Toyota has chosen to extend its partnership with
us. We are so grateful for everything they have done to support our work over the past four years, whether that’s by volunteering,
training to take part in an event, or fundraising. Thanks to Toyota, we have been able to provide support grants for life-changing
wheelchair adaptions, while pushing forward with ground-breaking research into potential  new treatments for this terrible
disease. Over the next two years, the strong partnership between our organisations will continue to grow and allow us to
accelerate progress in the fight against MND.”

Scott Thompson, Toyota (GB) President and Managing Director, said: “I’d like to thank our staff for their efforts in helping us
reach our fundraising target of £500,000.  We already have plans for further fundraising, for example next month four senior
team members: Jason Milton, Rob McKendrick, Carla Henson and Dariusz Mikolajczak, will take part in the London Marathon.”

For more information, or to donate, visit https://donate.giveasyoulive.com/campaign/toyota-london-marathon

For more information about MND Association please visit www.mndassociation.org

Toyota GB

Image: From L to R: Charlotte Taylor, Senior Corporate Partnerships Executive, MND Association, Pete Collins, Senior Corporate
Partnerships Development Executive, MND Association, Kish Laungani, Specialist Sustainability Programmes, Toyota GB, Isla

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-based-toyota-raises-1-2m-for-mnd
https://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fdonate.giveasyoulive.com%2Fcampaign%2Ftoyota-london-marathon/1/01020195d761413e-ace25e4a-2113-459b-916b-251c71058c33-000000/YQfWoT5q8Q0PMxzie_MZTs9ixiI=419
http://74n5c4m7.r.eu-west-1.awstrack.me/L0/http:%2F%2Fwww.mndassociation.org/1/01020195d761413e-ace25e4a-2113-459b-916b-251c71058c33-000000/jZhvMIBM5K4ihImpHHKEUUegpYM=419
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Thomson, Assistant, CSR, Sustainability and ESG, Toyota GB and Rosemary Parkin, Assistant Press and PR, Toyota GB

Drowning in Debt: Epsom MP Demands Thames Water
Takeover
Thames Water should be put into “special administration” rather than given a £3billion bailout, Epsom and Ewell’s MP said after
the utility company won a major court battle to stave off nationalisation.

In February, the embattled water firm won the right to go ahead with the huge loan despite some of Thames Water’s creditors
opposing the costly 9.75 per cent interest rate. The decision was then challenged on appeal with the courts this week again
finding in favour of Thames Water.

The company, which has overseen record sewage spills amid rising prices for customers – while paying out hundreds of millions of
pounds in dividends to shareholders – says the £3billion loan puts them on a “more stable financial foundation”. From April, bills
will increase by 31 per cent.

Thames Water CEO Chris Weston said they were pleased with the court’s decision “decisively refused” the appeal and allowed the
loan to go through. He said: “We remain focused on putting Thames Water onto a more stable financial foundation as we seek a
long-term solution to our financial resilience.

“Today’s news demonstrates further progress. We continue to work closely with our creditors, enabling us to access liquidity to
continue to implement our turnaround plan so we can deliver better results for our customers and the environment while seeking
to attract new capital into the business.

“As we have previously stated, the Company Plan will not affect customer bills but will provide continued investment in our
network to fix pipes, upgrade our sewage treatment works, and maintain high-quality drinking water. We remain of the view that
a market led solution is in the best interest of customers, UK taxpayers and the wider economy.”

The decision to reject Charlie Maynard, the Liberal Democrat MP for Whitney’s appeal has not pleased everyone.

Helen Maguire, the Lib Dem MP for Epsom and Ewell, described the bail out as “terrible news” for people “who have been
paying the price for a company that is not fit for purpose.”

She said: “Thames Water is spending almost a third of my constituents’ bills on servicing their mountain of debt, instead of
investing in vital infrastructure and stopping gallons of sewage from being pumped into our rivers.

“It is in the Government’s power to end this now. Thames Water must be put into special administration and we cannot allow
failing water bosses to keep throwing good money after bad, while our regulators sit on their hands and customers’ bills go
through the roof.”

Thames Water’s cash flow was set to run dry in March before the loan deal was agreed with speculation growing that it could
come under government control. The network is also in need of major repair and modernisation expected to cost in the billions.

Related reports:

Surrey’s LibDem MP majority take on Thames Water

Thames Water’s reputation going down the drain

Thames Water rebate

Epsom & Ewell households drowning as water bills rise?

Image credit: By NegativeSpace in Travel (logo added).
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Leatherhead to get new cinema and bowling alley?
A new cinema or bowling alley could “breathe new life” into Leatherhead as part of major regeneration plans aimed at “reversing
the trend of brands leaving the town”. Plans for the high street, Swan Centre and Bull Hill will be put on display this week with
people invited to have their say on the proposals that will be among the biggest changes to the town in years. Mole Valley District
Council and Kier Property are working together on the project and have said they were “excited to share” the new layouts that
feature “significant updates” based on feedback from 2024.

A spokesperson for the project said: “The proposals… aim to breathe new life into the Swan Centre and Leatherhead High Street.
This will be through investment in upgrades to the look and feel of the centre. We are also proposing to open up the main
entrance  to  provide  specific  units  to  bring  exciting  and  quality  chains  and  independent  restaurants  and  operators  to
Leatherhead.” The new layout will also include what is being described as a ‘cultural building’ on the first floor ‘to potentially
include a cinema, bowling, activity centre to provide a great new entertainment offering in the town centre.

They added: “This investment will  be a catalyst to improve the quality and variety of  offer in both the Swan Centre and
Leatherhead High Street, reversing the trend of brands leaving the town and shop closures.” To take the development further, the
council and Kier Property – working together as a joint venture called The Leret Partnership, is calling on residents to give their
views on the updated proposals.

Among the updates and refinements are an increase in public green space and new building layout in Bull Hill with two drop-in
sessions being held this week to give people the opportunity to take a closer look. Both sessions will take place in the former
Clinton Cards site within the Swan Centre. The first will run from 2pm to 8pm on Thursday, March 13, with the second taking
place on Saturday, March 15 from 10am to 4pm. They are also being hosted on the Leret Partnership’s website.

Image: Swan Centre Proposal from the Leret Partnership (MVDC)

Related reports:

River Mole to attract visitors to Leatherhead?

Leatherhead town on the way up?

Box Hill keeps its pie and mash
The iconic Surrey Hills will keep its classic English pie and mash shop after plans were approved for the takeaway in Box Hill.
Posha’s Pie and Mash Shop, in the rural Box Hill Road, Tadworth, was given the go-ahead at the second time of asking despite
traffic officers again recommending its refusal. Surrey Highways said in January that the shop should be refused permission over
concerns of cars reversing onto the main road, and the application was deferred to allow the owners to make the needed changes.

The new plan removed the on-site parking that had caused concern, but Surrey Highways was still unimpressed, saying cars
would now park in the nearby streets, clogging roads and pavements. Councillors disagreed and thought the shop should be
encouraged as it would bring trade to the area as well as much-needed food options. Councillor Paul Potter (Liberal Democrat;
Brockham, Betchworth, Buckland Box Hill and Headley) said the parking and traffic issues were overstated given the generally
low levels of cars using Box Hill Road. He said: “(The pie and mash) is a vital part for a lot of people up there. For a lot of
residents in the mobile homes, they walk there, they don’t drive – there are hundreds of mobile homes up there. It’s a vital thing
for the community.”

Cllr Simon Bud (Conservative; Brockham, Betchworth, Buckland Box Hill and Headley) added: “It’s a rural business in a rural
area, that’s what this is. They’re trying something quite different from what you normally see, and how good that is to see in a
rural area on a rural road. How refreshing to see a car-free development. I cycle here, and if more of us did, we wouldn’t have this
problem, would we? It’s really great to see a business that’s going forward and making it car-free.”

The site has been used as a pie and mash takeaway with a seating area since August 2023. The application was to formally
change its use from the old dog grooming parlour. The Wednesday, March 5 meeting of Mole Valley District Council heard from
one speaker against the proposal. She told the meeting that Porsha’s advertised on social media, which would draw in people
from outside Box Hill. She said: “Cars park up on the pavement outside our house, which is the only pavement by the pie and
mash. Indiscriminate parking narrows the road and interferes with the free flow of traffic and prohibits pedestrians from using
the pavement. We also have a lot of teenagers who do their Duke of Edinburgh awards and walk along where the cars are parked
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with two wheels on the pavement. It is dangerous.”

The plans were ultimately passed with the unanimous backing of the committee.

Image – Credit Google Street view May 2023 the business’s food van


