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Olympic  star  helps  launch  children’s  gymnastics
and ninja club in Epsom
22 August 2026

Children in Epsom will have a new opportunity to try gymnastics, parkour and free running when a community sports club
opens at Blenheim High School in September.

Gymfinity Kids is launching gymnastics and “ninja” classes for children aged from two to 14, with an introductory opening
weekend taking place from Friday 4 to Sunday 6 September.

Olympic medallist and former Commonwealth Games champion Beth Tweddle MBE, who designed the organisation’s
gymnastics programme, will support the launch by visiting schools in the Epsom area.

The new club will run one-hour sessions intended to help children develop physical skills, confidence and an enjoyment of
exercise, regardless of their previous sporting experience.

Its ninja classes combine elements of parkour and free running, while the gymnastics programme introduces children to
the core skills of the sport. Sessions will be led by trained coaches.

Inspiring children to get moving

Beth Tweddle said: “I’m really excited to be bringing Gymfinity Kids’ gymnastics and ninja classes to Epsom and creating
more opportunities for children in the area to get active and try something new.

“Whether they’re discovering gymnastics for the first time, giving ninja a go, or simply finding a new way to move and
have fun, I want every child to feel welcome and encouraged to explore what they’re capable of.

“Community clubs like this are a fantastic way to make activity more accessible to children and families, while giving
children the opportunity to build confidence, learn new skills and find something they really enjoy.

“I’m looking forward to visiting schools in the area and helping inspire the next generation to get moving.”

Tweddle won bronze on the uneven bars at the London 2012 Olympic Games and was a three-time world champion. Her
career also included Commonwealth Games gold medals for England.

Five community clubs in the area

The opening will bring the number of Gymfinity Kids community clubs in the wider area to five. The company also
operates purpose-built centres in Bracknell and Walton-on-Thames.

Paul Kirwin, chief executive of Gymfinity Kids, said: “We’re passionate about making it easier for children to get active
and discover a sport that they enjoy, which is exactly what our community clubs are designed to do.

“Our new Epsom Community Club will give children the opportunity to try something new, develop physical skills and
build confidence in a fun and supportive environment.

“Whether they discover a passion for gymnastics or ninja, or simply find a new way to enjoy being active, we want every
child to feel that sport is for them.”

The club will be based at Blenheim High School, Longmead Road, Epsom, KT19 9BH.

Further information and booking details are available from the Gymfinity Kids Epsom club page and its online timetable.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Photo: Beth Tweddle with a child
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Options  are  open  at  Nescot  –  GCSE  students
reassured there’s  still  time to apply
22 August 2026

Students collecting their GCSE results today are being reassured that there is still time to apply for courses at Nescot
college in Epsom. Options range from Animal Care and Public Services to Travel & Tourism, Business and IT.

Whether students are keen to help look after the college alpacas as part of the Animal Care course or visit a cruise ship to
learn about the industry up close, Nescot has a range of courses which blend practical skills, theory and real-world
experiences.

Those who didn’t get the results they wanted today are able to get support from Nescot’s advice and guidance teams.
Most courses start at level 1 and students can re-take their English and Maths GCSEs alongside their new course. Last
term, 1,367 students sat Maths and English GCSEs at Nescot, with entries significantly increasing compared to the
previous year – a 16% rise in students taking Maths and a 29% rise in those taking English.

Nescot Principal and CEO, Julie Kapsalis MBE said: “Whatever your results today, it’s not too late to explore your
options and enrol on a course starting in September. Our expert team is on hand to give you personalised support and
advice, and we’ve got a wide range of subjects to get you inspired and excited about your next step.”

Katie, Level 3 business student said: “If anyone is thinking of coming to Nescot, I would definitely recommend it. I’ve
really enjoyed my time here and I’m happy with the decision I made.”

Nescot is located on a 60-acre campus near Epsom, Surrey. Learning spaces cover a wide range of sectors and include
construction workshops, a garage, labs, kitchens, salons, and a farm. There’s also a theatre, gym, café, day nursery and a
hair and beauty salon.

Students who didn’t achieve the grades they were hoping for, or are still not sure what’s next can contact Nescot’s
Admissions and Careers team, who are on hand to help. They can discuss alternative pathways, progression opportunities
and the  support  available  to  help  students  reach their  goals.  Students  can call  the  team on 020 8394 3038  or
email adviceteam@nescot.ac.uk.

Nescot provides college courses for school leavers and adults, with a wide range of career-focused vocational courses on
offer. Located on a 60-acre campus near Epsom, Surrey, Nescot is a modern, exciting, and innovative college, which cares
about students and invests in their future. Learning spaces cover a wide range of sectors and include construction
workshops, a garage, labs, kitchens, salons, and a farm. There’s also a theatre, gym, café, day nursery and a hair and
beauty salon. Visit www.nescot.ac.uk to find out more. 

NESCOT

Epsom  and  Ewell’s  rock  history  goes  under  the
hammer
22 August 2026

Rare posters from Ewell Technical College (today’s NESCOT) concerts featuring Nick Drake, Genesis, Black Sabbath and
Led Zeppelin are among more than 300 pieces of music memorabilia being auctioned from the collection of industry
veteran Lindsay Brown.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/options-are-open-at-nescot-gcse-students-reassured-theres-still-time-to-apply
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mailto:adviceteam@nescot.ac.uk
http://www.nescot.ac.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/nescot
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-rock-history-goes-under-the-hammer
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-rock-history-goes-under-the-hammer


20th August 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
3

A remarkable collection chronicling both Ewell’s place in British rock history and one man’s five-decade career in the
music industry is to be sold at auction next month.

More than 300 posters, records, autographs, backstage passes and other pieces assembled by Lindsay Brown will go
under the hammer at Omega Auctions in Merseyside on Tuesday 15th September.

Mr Brown began his music industry career in 1969 as social secretary at Ewell Technical College – now part of Nescot –
where he helped bring emerging and established performers to the college.

The venue hosted concerts by artists including Deep Purple, Black Sabbath, Caravan, Taste, Genesis, Nick Drake and
Atomic Rooster. Other celebrated acts associated with the college’s musical heyday included Led Zeppelin, King Crimson
and Queen.

“It was a thrilling time to be involved in music,” Mr Brown told the Epsom and Ewell Times. “The great artists of the day
were available for all to see. Hendrix, The Doors and Led Zeppelin, to name but a few.

“New artists were emerging all the time, some of which were booked to support at Ewell – Genesis, Black Sabbath, King
Crimson, Queen and the now legendary Nick Drake.”

Mr Brown said the college became an important stop on the national concert circuit because successive social secretaries
and entertainment committee members were adept both at securing major performers and identifying artists with the
potential to become stars.

The college was also well placed near venues including the Toby Jug in Tolworth and the Fox Club in Croydon, with
London’s music clubs within easy reach.

“Many managers and agents would offer their talent and new signings for support slots at Ewell,” he recalled.

Among the most valuable lots is an exceptionally rare poster advertising an Ewell Technical College concert by Atomic
Rooster, Genesis and Nick Drake on 24th January 1970. It is expected to sell for more than £5,000.

Posters featuring Drake are particularly scarce because of his reluctance to perform live. The auction house believes the
Ewell poster may be the first example of its kind to reach the open market.

Another lot is a small poster advertising what is described as the final public concert of Drake’s career, held at Ewell
Technical College on 25th June 1970. It has an estimated value of more than £2,000.

A red-and-gold poster by artist David Arnott, produced for a college performance by Black Sabbath supporting Caravan, is
expected to fetch more than £1,000. An Arnott poster for Deep Purple’s appearance at Ewell Tech on 18th April 1970 is
being offered together with a ticket from the concert.

A framed 1968 Ewell Technical College poster originally advertising The Yardbirds is also expected to attract considerable
interest. Following changes to the group, the concert instead featured an early incarnation of Led Zeppelin before a
reported audience of just 150 people. The poster is estimated to sell for more than £2,000.

Mr Brown retains especially fond memories of concerts by Led Zeppelin, Deep Purple and Taste, although he said Caravan
– which appeared at Ewell on several occasions – was the venue’s most successful act.

“Seeing a very early King Crimson concert was a real privilege,” he added.

After leaving Ewell Tech, Mr Brown went on to hold senior positions at Red Bus, MAM, Rock Exchange, Polydor and Eagle
Rock Entertainment. As managing director of Eagle Rock, he signed The Rolling Stones for visual rights.

Across his career he worked with artists including Kate Bush, Elvis Costello, Barclay James Harvest, Dr Feelgood, 10cc,
The Cure, Van Morrison, Björk, Alice Cooper, Queen, Jeff Beck and Simple Minds.

The wider collection reflects those associations. It includes authenticated Beatles autographs expected to fetch more than
£3,000; a Fender Telecaster signed by Keith Richards; Rolling Stones autographs including that of Brian Jones; a 1969
Woodstock ticket; and Kate Bush tour posters, clothing, passes and merchandise.

A Queen collection relating to the band’s 1976 Hyde Park concert includes autographs, a framed show flyer and a map of
the band’s route formerly owned by their driver. It is valued at more than £3,000.

Also for sale is a three-foot-high poster for the New York Dolls’ first UK performance at the Rainbow Room at Biba in
November 1973 – a concert attended by figures who would later help shape British punk.

A 1969 flyer for the Toby Jug Blues Club in Tolworth features Led Zeppelin’s name misspelt and is valued at more than
£500.

Although Mr Brown is parting with most of the collection, he has retained six particularly personal pieces. These include a
poster from his farewell Caravan show at Ewell in 1970, a set of Rolling Stones autographs, a Kate Bush tour poster, a
Barclay James Harvest gold disc and sales plaque, and a poster personally dedicated to him by Jeff Beck.

“It’s sad to see the collection go, but I am thrilled by the continued worldwide interest in Ewell Tech’s heritage, told
through its posters, many of which were designed by the Redhill artist David Arnott,” he said.

“Knowing these posters are going to good homes is very gratifying and lets the story continue to survive.”

He believes collectors have an important role in protecting evidence of performances and events which could otherwise
disappear from public memory.

“Without people keeping what might seem at the time inconsequential – tickets, stubs, flyers and so on – many of these
shows would be completely forgotten in future years.”

The collection, entitled “Time Has Told Me – 50 Years in Music”, will be auctioned by Omega Auctions on Tuesday 15th
September, with a public preview on Monday 14th September. The catalogue and bidding details are available from
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www.omegaauctions.co.uk.

1968 – 1971 Ewell Tech. Gig List – click here

Julie Kapsalis, CEO of NESCOT, responded to this story and told the Epsom and Ewell Times: “Music continues to be an
important part of Nescot. The Entitled Sons played a gig at the college last year and Bazil Meade ran a masterclass on
gospel music. Our music department also trains young people to enter the sector and this year they showcased their
talents on the community stage at The Epsom Derby Festival. We now have a DJ club and college bands who regularly
perform at college and external venues.”

Lionel Blackman

Epsom and Ewell  acknowledges with thanks the main contributions and research undertaken by Faye Blaylock of
www.jvpublicity.com for this article

Photo: The band Barclay James Harvest with Lindsay Brown: Left to right: Wooly Wolstenholme, John Lees, Lindsay
Brown, Les Holroyd, Mel Pritchard

Related report:

When the Rolling Stones rolled into Epsom — twice

Does Epsom and Ewell have the geo-thermal energy
to solve our pothole problems?
22 August 2026

Could geothermal roads help prevent potholes before they form? Surrey trial aims to find out.

The UK’s pothole problem could one day be tackled from beneath the road surface, as researchers at the University of
Surrey launch a pioneering trial that uses heat stored underground to keep roads cooler in summer, warmer in winter and
less prone to damage. 

The Thermo-active Roads for Heat Harvesting and Pavement Temperature Regulation project will test whether a ground-
source heating and cooling system can regulate road temperatures throughout the year – helping roads better withstand
increasingly  extreme  weather  while  reducing  the  carbon  footprint  of  highway  maintenance,  improving  safety  and
reducing the inconvenience of roadworks. 

The system works by embedding a network of heat exchange pipes beneath the road surface, running through both the
asphalt and the layers below. During summer, water circulating through the pipes absorbs heat from the asphalt and
transfers it to a 100-metre-deep borehole, where it is stored underground. In winter, that heat is circulated back through
the pipes to warm the road surface, helping to prevent ice from forming and reducing the freeze-thaw cycles that
contribute to potholes. 

Installation has already begun in the Senate House car park on the University’s Stag Hill campus, with the first phase of
the trial underway and the second phase starting in mid-August 2026. Once operational, researchers will monitor the
system over a number of years using underground sensors to assess how effectively it regulates road temperatures. 

Project lead, Dr Benyi Cao, who is a Senior Lecturer in Geotechnical Engineering at the University of Surrey and Royal
Academy of Engineering Research Fellow, said: 

“Rather than reacting to potholes after they’ve formed, we’re asking how we can prevent them in the first place. Potholes
are more than an inconvenience – they are a safety hazard; they disrupt journeys and are costly to repair. Our project will
explore whether geothermal technology can help prevent that damage from happening at scale.” 

Unlike many emerging infrastructure technologies, Surrey’s project uses mature, readily available materials, including
standard plastic pipework and water circulation pumps, making future deployment both practical and affordable. 

Previous studies in Europe and the United States have explored similar concepts, but Surrey’s project will  provide
detailed real-world evidence of how the technology performs in UK conditions. 

https://bid.omegaauctions.co.uk/auction/details/-time-has-told-me--50-years-in-music---the-lindsay-brown-collection/?au=274
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ewell-tech-nescot-gig-list-1968-1971
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/lionelblackman
http://www.jvpublicity.com/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/when-the-rolling-stones-rolled-into-epsom-twice
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/does-epsom-and-ewell-have-the-geo-thermal-energy-to-solve-our-pothole-problems
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As well as monitoring the road itself, the team will measure air temperatures above the test section to investigate whether
cooler pavements could also reduce surrounding air temperatures during periods of extreme heat. 

Dr Nikolas Makasis, Lecturer in Civil Engineering at the University of Surrey and project co-investigator, said: 

“This trial will give us real-world evidence of how geothermal road systems perform outside the laboratory. If the results
are promising, road authorities will have the evidence they need to deploy this technology to create longer-lasting roads,
reduce maintenance costs and make transport infrastructure more resilient to a changing climate.” 

The project is funded through Dr Benyi Cao’s Royal Academy of Engineering Research Fellowship, with additional support
from Surrey County Council’s Lane Rental Scheme. 

Surrey University

Image: Construction underway outside Senate House, University of Surrey. Image credit: University of Surrey.
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Record A level results open doors for Epsom and
Ewell students
22 August 2026

Students at two Epsom and Ewell  secondary schools are celebrating impressive A-level and vocational qualification
results, with Rosebery School recording its best results to date and seven Glyn School students securing straight A*
grades.

At Rosebery School in Epsom, 43% of all A-level entries received an A* or A grade, while 73% were graded A* to B and
88% A* to C. All three figures represent new records for the girls’ school.

Twenty-four Rosebery students achieved A* or A grades in every subject. Five secured straight As: Emma Glencross, with
four A*s, and Emily Woodville, Grace Worley, Amy Box and Amy Helyar, each with three.

The school also highlighted students whose results demonstrated particularly strong progress since their GCSEs. Emily
Gromova, Amelie Dale, Lara Sollewijn Gelpke and Jacqueline Tetteh were among the strongest members of the cohort
when measured by the progress made from their earlier attainment.

Rosebery headteacher  David Lach said:  “These results  are  truly  outstanding and reflect  the talent,  resilience and
determination of an exceptional group of young women. We are enormously proud of what they have achieved and the
way they have supported one another throughout their journey.

“At Rosebery, we believe there should be no limits to what girls can achieve, and this year’s results demonstrate exactly
that.”

Members of the Class of 2026 will now progress to destinations including Oxford, Cambridge, Imperial College London,
King’s College London and the universities of Warwick and Bath. Others have secured degree apprenticeships or will
pursue specialist training, including pilot training and drama school.

Mr Lach thanked Rosebery’s teaching and support staff for helping the students to believe in themselves and fulfil their
potential.

At Glyn School in Ewell, staff and students were meanwhile celebrating A-level and vocational qualification results in
which more than 51% of students achieved A* to B grades.

Seven students obtained straight A*s. Vrushabh K achieved four, in chemistry, further mathematics, mathematics and
physics, and will study mechanical and electrical engineering at the University of Bristol.

Oliver H gained three A*s in mathematics, further mathematics and physics and is heading to the University of Sheffield.
Amri R achieved the same top grades in computer science, mathematics and further mathematics and will study at
Imperial College London.

Amelie S secured As in biology, chemistry and mathematics, while Ilario Lok C achieved As in further mathematics,
mathematics and physics and will attend the University of Hong Kong.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/surrey-university
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James  D  received  three  A*s  in  chemistry,  mathematics  and  physics,  while  James  Y  achieved  three  in  economics,
mathematics and geography.

Glyn headteacher Jo Garrod said: “We are thrilled to see this year’s A-level and BTEC exam success. With over 51% of
students achieving A* to B grades, they should all be extremely proud of their efforts, and we wish them the very best for
their futures.”

She said the school was delighted that students had secured places at their chosen universities, apprenticeships and
careers, while paying particular tribute to those who had overcome significant barriers before sitting their examinations.

“They should be incredibly proud of themselves and the results they have secured under difficult circumstances,” she
added. “Thanks also go to the staff  for their immense effort this year to ensure our students got the grades they
deserved.”

Warwick Sharp, chief executive of GLF Schools, which includes both Rosebery and Glyn, congratulated the students and
staff.

Describing Rosebery’s results as “record-breaking”, he said its students had been set on a path towards future success by
the school’s committed team.

Addressing Glyn’s results, he added: “We are excited to see what these wonderful young people go on to do next as they
shape their futures. A huge thanks and well done to the brilliant team at Glyn who should be proud of these impressive
achievements.”

Sam Jones – Reporter

Surrey leads first nuclear science experiment with
world’s most advanced gamma-ray detector
22 August 2026

Nuclear physicists at the University of Surrey have become the first to carry out a scientific experiment using the world’s
most advanced gamma-ray spectrometer – investigating a sudden change in the shape of the atomic nucleus that could
challenge existing theories.

Nuclear physicists at the University of Surrey have become the first to carry out a scientific experiment using the world’s
most advanced gamma-ray spectrometer – investigating a sudden change in the shape of the atomic nucleus that could
challenge existing theories.

The experiment took place at the Facility for Rare Isotope Beams (FRIB) in Michigan, USA, using the newly delivered and
characterised Gamma-Ray Energy Tracking Array (GRETA). Led by Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) and
delivered by a collaboration with Argonne National Laboratory, Oak Ridge National Laboratory and FRIB, GRETA is a $58
million detector designed to reveal the structure of atomic nuclei in unprecedented detail.

Working with collaborators from FRIB and Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, the Surrey team investigated a
radioactive isotope of germanium to help answer a long-standing question about the shape of its atomic nucleus.

For many years, physicists predicted that the nucleus should resemble a rugby ball. However, more recent evidence has
suggested it could instead be flattened like a disc – a result that would challenge current theories describing how protons
and neutrons behave inside the nucleus.

Dr Jack Henderson,  Co-Project  Investigator,  UKRI Future Leaders Fellow and Senior Lecturer at  the University of
Surrey’s School of Mathematics and Physics, said:

“Beam time at facilities like FRIB is exceptionally competitive, with proposals assessed by an international panel of
experts. Being selected to lead the first scientific experiment using GRETA is an incredible achievement for us here at
Surrey.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
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“Nuclear physicists deliberately study the most unusual atomic nuclei because they provide the toughest tests of our
understanding. In this case, we wanted to investigate whether this isotope of germanium really does have an unexpected
disc-like shape – a bit like chocolate Smarties.”

GRETA uses highly segmented high-purity germanium detectors to detect, localise and track gamma rays emitted by
unstable  atomic  nuclei,  allowing  scientists  to  study  their  structure  with  unprecedented  sensitivity  and  precision.
Compared with the detector originally planned for the germanium experiment, GRETA is around five times more efficient,
meaning measurements can be completed faster and with far greater precision.

Because access to rare isotope beam facilities is limited, GRETA’s efficiency enables scientists to study more exotic, short-
lived isotopes within the available beam time.

Beyond Surrey’s experiment, GRETA opens up new opportunities to study how the elements are formed in explosive
astrophysical  events and deepen scientists’  understanding of  how protons and neutrons interact  within the atomic
nucleus. Its exceptional sensitivity also allows researchers to detect tiny signals hidden within complex datasets and
investigate increasingly rare isotopes that were previously beyond reach.

Paul Fallon, GRETA project director and interim director of Berkeley Lab’s Nuclear Science Division, said:

“The completion of GRETA and the first installation for physics experiments is a major milestone. This is the result of
years of effort from a very big team.”

The experiment was led by Dr Jacob Heery, a postdoctoral research assistant at the University of Surrey, whose proposal
secured the highly sought-after beam time after being selected by an international panel of experts.

Jacob Heery said: “Securing the first scientific experiment using GRETA is a huge achievement within the nuclear physics
community. The detector gives us a level of sensitivity we’ve never had before, allowing us to investigate extremely rare
isotopes that were previously beyond reach. We’re only just beginning to explore what’s possible, and I hope this will be
the first of many collaborations between Surrey, FRIB and the GRETA team.”

Analysis of the experiment is now underway. The work formed part of the JANUS (Joint Arrays for Nuclear Structure)
collaboration between FRIB, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory and the University of Surrey. It also builds on
Surrey’s leadership of the £3.1 million FAUST project, which is developing a next-generation detector system that will
operate alongside GRETA in future experiments.

Surrey University

Photo: Credit  University of Surrey. Caption: From left to right: Chris Cousins (Surrey), Stephen Gillespie (FRIB), Jack
Henderson (Surrey), Tom Parry (FRIB – Surrey PhD), Daniel Doherty (Surrey).
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Surrey University leads research against anti-biotic
resistance
22 August 2026

Faster  and  more  effective  ways  to  treat  pseudomonas  aeruginosa,  a  bacterium  identified  by  the  World  Health
Organization (WHO) as one of the most life-threatening pathogens, could be on the cards thanks to a first-of-its-kind 3D
computer model developed by the University of Surrey.  

The model has shown how pseudomonas aeruginosa grows and reshapes its protective layer and spreads to new surfaces.
The WHO estimates that bacterial antimicrobial resistance – where antibiotics are no longer effective – was directly
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responsible for 1.27 million deaths worldwide in 2019 alone. 

In a study published in npj Biofilms and Microbiomes, researchers used BioDynaMo, an open-source simulation platform
developed as part of an international collaboration involving the University of Surrey and partners worldwide, to create a
three-dimensional agent-based model (ABM) that recreates how pseudomonas aeruginosa forms biofilms.  

Biofilms are communities of bacteria encased in a protective sticky layer made up of sugars, proteins and DNA that allows
them to cling to surfaces and resist antibiotics. For Pseudomonas aeruginosa, these biofilms commonly form in flowing
environments such as catheters and plumbing systems. 

Unlike previous computer models, the Surrey-developed ABM captures how biofilms grow under constant fluid flow –
similar to real-world conditions – and how the bacteria naturally break away from them to spread and colonise new
surfaces. The team validated the simulation against laboratory experiments, demonstrating that it accurately reproduces
the growth, structure and detachment patterns seen in real bacterial biofilms. 

Ryan Bournes, postgraduate researcher at the University of Surrey and lead author of the study, said: 

“Biofilms are incredibly difficult to study because many of the important interactions happen at a microscopic level. Our
model allows us to simulate these processes in a virtual environment, making it much easier to test new ideas and
understand how these bacteria spread without solely relying on costly and time-consuming laboratory experiments.” 

As well as helping scientists study pseudomonas aeruginosa, the modelling framework could be adapted to investigate
other biofilm-forming bacteria and predict how factors such as fluid flow, surface design and bacterial behaviour influence
the spread of infection.  

Dr Roman Bauer, Senior Lecturer at the University of Surrey’s Computer Science Research Centre and BioDynaMo
spokesperson, said: 

“Antimicrobial resistance is steadily rising due to the overuse and misuse of antibiotics, so finding faster and smarter
ways to understand the behaviour of pathogens is essential.  

“Using BioDynaMo, we’ve been able to recreate for the first time how Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilms grow, change
shape and spread under flowing conditions – biological processes that would be extremely difficult, expensive or even
impossible to observe directly. This gives researchers a powerful new tool for virtual testing before moving into the
laboratory.” 

The research could help researchers optimise experiments, reduce laboratory costs and support the development of safer
medical devices, hospital plumbing systems and other environments where harmful biofilms can form. 

Surrey University

.

Image:  Artist’s  impression  of  Pseudomonas  aeruginosa  bacteria  encased  within  a  protective  biofilm under  flowing
conditions.

Nescot students restore Pat Eddery memorial bench
at Epsom Downs
22 August 2026

Students from Nescot have helped restore a memorial bench dedicated to legendary jockey Pat Eddery at Epsom Downs
Racecourse.

The work gave young people on Nescot’s alternative provision programme, for those aged 14 to 16, practical experience
in woodworking and restoration while contributing to one of Epsom’s best-known sporting venues.

Eddery, regarded as one of the most successful jockeys in British racing history, rode more than 4,600 winners during a
career spanning over three decades. He was British champion jockey 11 times and won The Derby on several occasions.

His achievements at Epsom Downs, and his long association with the Derby Festival, make the restoration of the memorial
bench especially significant.
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Following the project, the students were invited to Epsom Downs Racecourse to see the bench reinstated in the Parade
Ring. They were also given a behind-the-scenes tour of the historic Queen Elizabeth II Stand by Julie Kapsalis MBE,
Principal and CEO of Nescot and a member of the Epsom Downs Racecourse Committee.

The group visited areas not usually open to the public and followed the route taken by King Charles III and Queen Camilla
during their recent Derby Festival visit, ending at the Royal Box balcony overlooking the racecourse.

Julie Kapsalis said: “Working alongside The Jockey Club on projects like this is a fantastic example of how education and
industry can come together to benefit both students and the wider community.

“Our students have shown tremendous dedication in restoring this important memorial, gaining valuable practical skills
while helping to preserve a piece of Epsom’s unique heritage.”

Jim Allen, General Manager at Epsom Downs Racecourse, said the restored bench was “a fitting tribute to one of racing’s
greatest jockeys”.

He added: “The students have done an outstanding job. The bench looks absolutely fantastic and is a fitting tribute to one
of racing’s greatest jockeys.

“We are proud to see it back in the Parade Ring, where racegoers, owners, trainers and jockeys can continue to enjoy it
for many years to come.”

The bench restoration is part of a developing partnership between Nescot and The Jockey Club. Nescot students also sang
on the Community Zone stage at this year’s Betfred Derby Festival and have begun work on a large-scale mural for the
racecourse underpass, intended to mark the 250th running of the Derby in 2029.

The project combines practical learning with the preservation of a small but meaningful part of Epsom’s racing heritage.

Photo: Nescot students with NESCOT CEO Julie Kapsalis

Sam Jones – Reporter

Surrey astrophysicists explore ultra-black satellite
coating to protect night sky
22 August 2026

A satellite coating made from one of the world’s darkest materials could help tackle a growing threat to astronomy,
according to new research led by astrophysicists at the University of Surrey.

With as many as 60,000 satellites projected to orbit Earth by 2030, scientists are seeking ways to reduce their brightness
in the night sky.

In a new study published in the Monthly Notices of  the Royal Astronomical Society,  researchers demonstrate how
Vantablack® 310 – an ultra-black coating developed by University of Surrey spinout Surrey NanoSystems, which co-
authored the paper – could help reduce light pollution from satellites in low Earth orbit.

The growing number of satellites already in orbit has raised concerns among scientists and stargazers. Reflected sunlight
from spacecraft can create bright streaks and flares that interfere with telescope observations and large-scale surveys of
the night sky.

This  can  make  it  more  difficult  to  detect  faint  objects,  including  asteroids,  distant  galaxies  and  other  important
astronomical phenomena.

To tackle the problem, the research team measured how Vantablack® 310 reflects light under a range of illumination and
viewing conditions. They then used those laboratory measurements to simulate how a coated satellite surface would
appear from the ground.

The simulations showed that the coating could make satellite surfaces significantly fainter, bringing their brightness close
to the limit recommended by the International Astronomical Union for protecting astronomical observations.
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The findings suggest that ultra-black coatings could provide a practical way to reduce the impact of future satellites on
astronomy and the night sky.

Astha Chaturvedi, lead author of the study and a postgraduate researcher at the University of Surrey, said: “The night sky
is one of humanity’s oldest windows into the universe, but it is becoming increasingly difficult to see things.

“Our results show that relatively simple material choices could make a meaningful difference to how satellites affect
astronomical observations without requiring major changes to mission design.”

Vantablack® 310 reflects only around two per cent of incoming light.  The small  amount of light it  does reflect is
distributed more diffusely, reducing the bright flashes commonly produced by reflective satellite surfaces.

Dr Noelia Noël, co-author of the study and Senior Lecturer in Astrophysics at the University of Surrey, said: “Space is
becoming increasingly crowded, creating challenges not only for astronomers but for everyone who values an unspoilt
night sky.

“What is  encouraging about this  research is  that  it  moves us beyond simply identifying the problem and towards
developing practical, evidence-based solutions.

“As an astrophysicist at Surrey, I am particularly proud that a potential solution to this astronomical challenge has
emerged from pioneering materials research at our own University. Vantablack® technology grew from work involving
my colleague Professor Ravi Silva and was developed and commercialised by Surrey NanoSystems, demonstrating what
can be achieved when astrophysics, engineering and industry work together.”

James Whitfield, Applications Scientist at Surrey NanoSystems and co-author of the study, said: “Satellite constellations
offer enormous benefits, but their growing brightness presents a challenge for ground-based astronomy.

“Vantablack® 310 combines ultra-black performance across a wide range of viewing angles with the durability needed for
low Earth orbit. We are proud to work with the University of Surrey to help protect the night sky while supporting
innovation in satellite technology.”

The team is now preparing for an in-orbit demonstration aboard the Jovian-1 CubeSat mission, a student-led satellite
programme involving the universities of Surrey, Portsmouth and Southampton.

The demonstration will test both the coating’s performance in the space environment and whether the resulting change in
brightness can be measured from the ground.

The wider Light Pollution and Sustainable Space initiative, led by Dr Noël, was named Best Sustainable Project at the
University of Surrey’s 2026 Sustainability Awards, recognising its systematic approach to reducing satellite brightness
through material design.

The work has also reached the international stage, with lead author Astha Chaturvedi invited to present the research at
the United Nations Workshop on Dark and Quiet Skies in Vienna. Dr Noël has also highlighted the wider challenge of
satellite light pollution and the need to protect the night sky through her TEDx talk.

Two identical bronze casts – one has been coated with Vantablack® 310 (Credit: Surrey NanoSystems)

Surrey University

Epsom’s  Rosebery  School  has  a  foundation  for
students’  ambitions
22 August 2026

Rosebery School in Epsom has launched a new charitable foundation aimed at helping pupils pursue their ambitions
regardless of their financial or personal circumstances.

The Rosebery Foundation has been established as part of the wider GLF Schools Foundation, supported by donations from
former pupils including the family of Dianne Long, who joined Rosebery School in 1953.

Rosebery, which is part of the GLF Schools multi-academy trust, said the Foundation will help remove financial barriers
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which can prevent pupils from taking part in opportunities outside the classroom.

Its  work  will  focus  on  five  main  areas:  enrichment  and  opportunity;  wellbeing  and  belonging;  leadership  and
empowerment; networks and futures; and Rosebery Rewilding, which promotes wellbeing and personal development
through nature and outdoor learning.

The Foundation will also seek to draw on the school’s wider community of former pupils, parents and partners to create
mentoring opportunities, professional connections and new experiences for pupils.

One of its first major projects will be a summer visit to the European Space Centre in Belgium, intended to encourage
girls interested in science, technology and maths.

The visit has been funded by Dianne Long and the Di Long family through a bursary established within the Foundation.

Holly Lowe, Assistant Headteacher at Rosebery School, is leading work on the Foundation. She said: “At Rosebery, our
students are highly aspirational and achieve exceptionally well. Within school, we expect them to use their voice, take
intellectual risks and see themselves as leaders. It is simply part of how we work day to day.

“The reality, however, is that all girls will encounter barriers beyond school. The wider world does not always reflect or
reinforce those expectations in the same way. For disadvantaged students, these challenges can be felt more keenly,
particularly where there is less access to enrichment, professional networks and the kinds of experiences that open doors
and build confidence.”

The Foundation has already hosted an alumnae day as part of the school’s Student Futures Festival for Year 12 pupils.

Fifteen former Rosebery pupils returned to the school, representing a range of generations and careers. They took part in
panel discussions, workshops, talks and an afternoon mentoring session.

The school said such events can help build confidence, widen horizons and raise aspirations, particularly for pupils from
disadvantaged backgrounds.

Ms Lowe added: “Through the Rosebery Foundation, our focus is on making sure students are not only achieving highly,
which they already are here, but are fully prepared for what comes next. Ultimately, it is about ensuring that all our
students leave Rosebery ready not just to succeed, but to step into the world with the confidence and the connections to
shape it.”

Sam Jones – Reporter

Photo of Rosebery’s first Foundation event, an alumnae day.

Surrey research: independent directors help rein in
bossy bosses
22 August 2026

Surrey research: independent directors help rein in risky CEO pay

New research from the University of Surrey suggests that independent company directors may be more effective at
scrutinising executive pay than critics often assume.

The study found that companies with a higher proportion of independent board members were quicker to correct CEO pay
arrangements that could expose shareholders to unnecessary risk.

The research,  published in European Financial  Management,  focused on “inside debt”  — a term used to describe
executive rewards such as pensions and deferred compensation. Unlike bonuses or shares, these forms of pay can
encourage chief executives to take a more cautious approach, because part of their personal wealth is tied to the
company’s longer-term financial health.

Researchers examined 6,357 firm-year observations across 942 US companies between 2006 and 2019. They looked at
executive pay, company accounts and governance data to assess how quickly firms adjusted CEO compensation towards
what the researchers calculated to be a healthier balance.

The study found that companies with more independent directors adjusted CEO pay structures more quickly. This effect
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was particularly strong in high-growth companies, financially secure firms and businesses led by overconfident chief
executives, where poor incentives may create greater risks for shareholders.

The findings challenge the view that company boards simply approve executive pay packages shaped by powerful CEOs.
Instead, the research suggests that independent directors do intervene when pay structures move too far away from what
may be financially appropriate for the business.

The study also found that boards did not simply cut or increase compensation automatically. Where the risks linked to
CEO inside debt were lower, independent boards moved more slowly, suggesting that directors weigh the costs and
benefits before changing pay structures.

Bonnie Buchanan, co-author of the study and Associate Dean International for the Faculty of Arts, Business and Social
Sciences at the University of Surrey, said: “There is a common perception that boards are often powerless when it comes
to executive pay, particularly when dealing with influential CEOs. What we found is much more nuanced. Independent
directors appear willing to step in and adjust compensation structures when they believe shareholders could be exposed
to unnecessary risk.”

Shuhui Wang, co-author of  the study and Senior Lecturer in Finance at the University of  Surrey,  said:  “Executive
compensation has become incredibly complex over the last two decades. Our findings suggest independent directors are
not simply approving pay packages without scrutiny. They are making detailed decisions about when faster intervention is
needed and when a slower approach makes more sense.”

The researchers argue that inside debt receives far less public attention than share-based rewards, even though it can
have a significant influence on corporate decision-making. Used carefully, it may help boards balance risk-taking with
long-term stability.

The study also suggests that board independence mattered more than pressure from institutional investors or major
shareholders when it came to adjusting executive compensation structures.

Professor Buchanan added: “This matters because executive pay shapes how companies behave. If boards get those
incentives wrong,  it  can affect  investment decisions,  growth and ultimately  shareholder value.  Strong independent
oversight appears to play an important role in keeping those incentives balanced.”

The study was written by Bonnie Buchanan and Shuhui Wang of the University of Surrey, in collaboration with Tina Yang,
Associate Professor of Finance at the Kate Tiedemann School of Business and Finance, University of South Florida.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Epsom’s NESCOT wins ‘Community Hero’ award
22 August 2026

Nescot College in Epsom won the Community Hero award at last night’s Central South Business Awards 2026, after staff
and students impressed the judges with a wide range of  voluntary community work.  Nescot has been part  of  the
community for 70 years, getting involved in countless initiatives, from cleaning storm debris and transforming a local
underpass, to donating expertise, food and funding to those in need.

Students are encouraged to use their skills to make a difference locally. Art & Design students painted an incredible
mural to transform a dirty underpass. Plumbing students stepped in to help a local resident who had been scammed after
her boiler broke. Media students made a promotional film for a music therapy charity, and Hair & Beauty students ran a
pop-up salon for children undergoing cancer treatment at the Royal Marsden.

Other recent projects at the college include supporting Ukrainian refugees to improve their English, partnering with a
food bank, and running a summer school with Wates for 40 pupils at risk of leaving education with few prospects – aiming
to help them into employment or training.

The college has also partnered with the Royal Society for Blind Children and Dorton College to provide facilities for young
people who are blind or visually impaired in Surrey. Nescot was recently awarded Silver in the Armed Forces Employer
Recognition Scheme, and students and staff have raised thousands for charity including their two chosen charities – The
Royal Marsden and CALM.
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Julie Kapsalis MBE, Principal and CEO at Nescot said: “Nescot is at the heart of the community, so it’s important the
college has a positive impact on local people, charities and the environment. We aim to empower staff and students to be
compassionate, taking on projects that matter to them. We also want to demonstrate to students that their time and skills
can be used as a force for good. I’m incredibly proud that we’re now officially a ‘Community Hero’ as I see people’s
kindness in action every day.”

The Central South Business Awards celebrate the exceptional achievements of businesses across the region. The annual
awards, in association with Business South, acknowledge those businesses and individuals that have gone above and
beyond, achieving great results, inspiring others and demonstrating best practice. Entry is open to businesses based in
Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Surrey, West Sussex and Dorset.

Nescot offers a wide range of college courses for school leavers and adults, including Animal Care, Business, Computing
and IT, Construction, Performing Arts, Travel & Tourism, Childcare, Health & Social Care and Beauty Therapy. To find out
more about studying at Nescot call 020 8394 3038, visit www.nescot.ac.uk, or email adviceteam@nescot.ac.uk 

NESCOT

 Staff and students from Nescot with the newly painted underpass they worked on. 
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