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Commemorating a dedicated local Councillor
7 August 2023

On Tuesday 31st July a small group of Cuddington residents gathered at the lawn behind the GP surgery in Shadbolt Park
to commemorate the tragic death of Cllr Rob Foote on July 31st 2021. Rob was a volunteer race Marshall based at
Goodwood and he had volunteered to be a trackside race Marshall at Brands Hatch on that Saturday in 2021. Two cars
collided on a bend and one was sent hurtling into Rob’s trackside hut. He was killed instantly. He had recently suffered
the loss of his wife Rosemarie, after a long fight against cancer and he was slowly getting his life back together helping in
the sport that he loved.

Rob was a ward councillor in Cuddington for 18 years and he and his wife were Mayor and Mayoress in 2014-15. The
small ceremony was attended by Deputy Mayor Cllr Steven Bridger and his wife Carol together with Cuddington ward
councillors Kim Spickett and Phil Neale, RA Chair Wendy Leveridge, RA treasurer David Eames and many local residents.

The bench was donated by Rob’s family in Bristol.
Image from left to right – Brian Angus, former mayor and close friend of Rob & Rosie, Deputy Mayor Cllr Steven Bridger and Deputy Mayoress Carol Bridger, Cllr Phil Neale, David Eames-treasurer of Cuddington RA,
Wendy Leveridge-chair of Cuddington RA, Cllr Kim Spickett, stand up image of Rosemarie Foote, Margaret Angus and stand up image of Rob Foote.

Cllr Phil Neale welcomed the residents, friends and colleagues of Rob And Rosemarie Foote saying “ We thank the
Deputy Mayor and Mayoress for representing the Borough at this event and to you all for attending this simple ceremony
to mark the second anniversary of the tragic accident on Saturday 31st July 2021 when Rob was killed at Brands Hatch
racing circuit whilst volunteering as a safety marshall at the trackside. The whole of the sport, that weekend, recognised
the dedication and sacrifice that Rob had made for their sport and spontaneous donations totalled more than £60,000
which went to providing a safety minibus stationed at the Goodwood racing circuit, where Rob was a member of the
Safety Marshalls’ Club.”

The memorial bench installed in Shadbolt Park by Epsom & Ewell BC was donated by the Rob’s sister, Sheree Foote,
which along with a memorial oak tree planted last year will stand as a lasting symbol of the dedication and work that both
Rob and Rosemarie gave to the borough in the eighteen years that he was a councillor and mayor and mayoress in
2014-15.

Epsom’s child-play hobbled by e-coli
7 August 2023

The popular adventure park off Horton Lane in Epsom known as Hobbledown  has temporarily closed. This follows
reports by the UK Health and Security Agency that three children who had visited the park had developed symptoms
consistent with STEC (Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli)

Most E. coli strains do not cause disease, naturally living in the gut, but virulent strains can cause gastroenteritis, urinary
tract infections, neonatal meningitis and other conditions.

Nick De Candole, the owner, published a statement on the business’s website as follows:

“We have been informed by health authorities of a very small number of cases of an E. coli infection in individuals who
recently visited the Park. After learning of this we immediately and voluntarily closed the Park as a precaution.

We are in close contact with Epsom & Ewell District Council Environmental Health team and also the UK Health Security
Agency and co-operating fully with both on their respective investigations.

I have written to everyone who visited between 11 and 27 July to inform them of the situation and included with this a
letter from the UKHSA with further information and guidance.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/commemorating-a-dedicated-local-councillor
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-child-play-hobbled-by-e-coli
https://www.hobbledown.com/epsom/
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We are offering those who have booked to visit while we’re closed options to reschedule or a full refund, plus 50% off next
visit.

I can assure everyone that the wellbeing of visitors to Hobbledown is our absolute priority and we do everything in our
power to keep guests safe. We look forward to welcoming everyone back soon.”

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council advises “The symptoms of STEC , which include diarrhoea and stomach cramps,
usually resolve themselves over a few days, but can occasionally lead to more serious outcomes. If you or someone in your
family are showing symptoms of STEC, including bloody diarrhoea, and have visited the farm since 12 July, please contact
NHS 111.”

Personal injury adviser Claire Glasgow of law firm Field Fisher explains why E.coli must be taken seriously. “Several
children involved in past claims for damages for negligent exposure to the E.Coli O157 bacteria subsequently developed
HUS (haemolytic uraemic syndrome). HUS can lead to very serious complications including high blood pressure, heart
failure, kidney failure, diabetes, seizures, neurological damages, coma, and, in severe cases, brain damage.

“An additional concern for the families involved is the uncertainty of the impact of the infection on their children as they
grow up. At the very least, they face regular and ongoing hospital tests and live under the stress of potential long-term
health problems.”

Urning a big profit on rare Epsom find
7 August 2023

A young Epsom couple will be making a large donation to charity after the miniature vase they purchased in an Epsom
charity shop for £2.50 sold this weekend at auction for £6300.

The beautiful black Japanese cloisonne 4-inch-high vase by Namikawa Yasuyuki, featuring a cockerel, hen and chicks was
created during the late 19th century. The same technique was used to create the taller red vase shown, which I purchased
from the Debra charity shop in Ewell Village a few years ago.

Whilst charity shops, like Debra in Ewell and the one in Epsom the young couple visited, are always on the lookout for
Asian treasures, due to the profitable Chinese and Japanese antique markets, work of the quality of Yasuyuki rarely finds
its way onto the bric-a-brac shelves of charity shops; so it is not difficult to understand how the fine detailed cloisonne
work was overlooked and perhaps mistaken for a transfer print. Note how different the red Debra charity shop Japanese
cloisonne vase looks to the young Epsom couple’s find.     

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/urning-a-big-profit-on-rare-ewell-find
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Cloisonne is  the technique of  creating designs on metal  vessels  with coloured glass  paste  which is  placed within
enclosures made of copper or bronze wires attached to the vessel. Then the vessel is fired in a kiln at a temperature of
about 800C. 

Although there were markings on the base of the black cloisonne vase, it would have taken an expert to understand the
significance of these, which is why the young Epsom couple contacted Canterbury Auction Galleries who succeeded in
selling the much sought after vase today. The auction house had sold a larger vase by Yasuyuki for £29,000 in April 2019.

The Epsom couple that found the Yasuyuki cloisonne vase have generously pledged to make a large donation to the Epsom
charity shop they purchased the vase from.

The finders intend to treat themselves to a well-deserved holiday with the remaining sale proceeds.

DEBRA was established in 1978 by Phyllis Hilton, whose daughter Debra had epidermolysis bullosa (EB), as the world’s
first patient support group for people living with EB. Epidermolysis bullosa is the name for a group of painful genetic skin
conditions that cause the skin to become very fragile and tear or blister at the slightest touch.

The local branch can be found at 78 High St, Ewell, Epsom KT17 1RE

https://www.debra.org.uk/what-is-eb
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Top photo background image: cc. Remi Mathis (auction illustration, not the real one).

Nonsuch girls solving tomorrow’s problems
7 August 2023

Samsung Electronics Co. (UK) Ltd has revealed today the winners of its third Solve for Tomorrow: Next Gen Competition,
with a refreshed set of resources for 2023 on the theme of inclusivity.

593 secondary schools across the UK and Ireland signed up to receive free online resources including an interactive video
tutorial to help inspire the next generation of innovators. Through the lesson, students aged 11-15 learn the basics of
Design Thinking and receive insight into creative STEM careers such as design and marketing.

Samsung colleagues also volunteered their time to support with delivering the lesson in schools, judging entries and
answering questions about their career. Students then entered their tech-for-good ideas to help design a future where
everyone belongs into the Solve for Tomorrow: Next Gen Competition.

Dimanya, Dora and Marina from Nonsuch High School for Girls, (located Ewell’s borders) were awarded 1st place in
the 13-15 category with ‘Signify’, an app that helps people with hearing impairments by educating the public about sign

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Remi_Mathis
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/nonsuch-girls-solving-tomorrows-problems


26th March 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

5

language and how to communicate considerately with this community.

In the 13-15 age category, the runners-up were Ella, Mischa and Saliha from Nonsuch High School for Girls – awarded
2nd place for their app ‘Beaumatch’ to help people with darker skin tones find their right match of makeup, haircare, and
skincare.

Commenting on the competition, Soohyun Jessie Park, Head of Corporate Social Responsibility at Samsung Electronics
UK, said: “The calibre of ideas that our Solve for Tomorrow: Next Gen participants come up with is mind-blowing, proving
world-beating innovations really can come from anyone and anywhere. We were thrilled to receive over 1,000 ideas from
across the UK and Ireland this year and will continue to find new ways to support our next generation of innovators.
Technology is a brilliant enabler of solutions to many of the issues our world faces, and the entries we receive show that
young people are maximising their imagination and learning in abundance.”

About Solve for Tomorrow

Solve for Tomorrow originally launched in the US in 2010 and has since seen more than 2.3 million students take part
from over 55 countries, in a quest to use technology as a force for good. Every year, the competition is open to young
students from all backgrounds with no experience or qualifications needed, empowering the next generation of creators
and innovators to imagine a better world, thinking about ways technology can solve some of society’s biggest issues.

Less disability by independent living in Surrey
7 August 2023

Purpose-built housing to support people with learning disabilities or autism to lead active and fulfilling lives in the
community has been given the go-ahead at three Surrey sites.

Backed by investment of £24million, the three developments – planned for Horley, Byfleet and Cobham – will between
them provide housing for 44 residents who will be supported to gain independence and daily living skills.

Planning permission has been granted for the three sites and with Morgan Sindall Construction now lined up to build
them, construction is expected to get underway early next year.

The three supported independent living developments – at the site of the former Manor School in Byfleet, the former
Coveham Hostel in Cobham and the former Horley Library – are expected to be ready in 2025 for tenants to move in.

The county council is aiming to reduce reliance on traditional residential care for residents with learning disabilities or
autism, or both, and is also considering other potential locations for supported independent living. As well as earmarking
sites on its own land, the council is working with independent care providers to further boost available specialist housing.

Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adults and Health, said: “With a building contractor and
planning approvals now secured, we’ve reached a significant milestone on our way to developing the first three of our
planned new housing schemes for people with support needs so they can enjoy a better quality of life.

“With support from trained staff, residents will be able to take control, make choices in their everyday lives, access more
opportunities and play an active part in their communities, whether through volunteering, paid work or other activity of
their choosing.”   

Guy Hannell, Area Director for Morgan Sindall Construction in the Southern Home Counties, said:  “We’re
looking forward to continuing our collaborative relationship with Surrey County Council  by delivering this batch of
three supported independent living developments. Having recently completed several education projects alongside the
county council, I know we share a strong commitment to sustainability and achieving high-quality environments that
enhance local communities. This is illustrated by the use of our digital carbon assessment tool Carbonica, which allows us
to carefully analyse a project’s carbon emissions and ensure that we’re creating an efficient building design that will
provide accessible, futureproof spaces. 

“Not only will we be bringing our experience of delivering award-winning residential developments in the South East to
this project, but the innovation and insights gained from creating these facilities will inform Surrey’s future programme
of supported independent living housing.”

Architects’ images show how the three housing developments could look. They will be homely rather than institutional
and include shared spaces such as landscaped gardens. Support workers will  provide care and support tailored to
people’s needs.

Each development will comprise self-contained one-bedroom apartments. Two developments, in Horley and Byfleet, will

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/less-disability-by-independent-living-in-surrey
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also include, for those who would prefer a group living environment, five-bedroom shared houses. Tenants will be able to
make choices about their living arrangements.

The accommodation is part of a wider Surrey County Council programme to enable older people and others with care and
support needs to live independently in the community knowing that care is close at hand. It includes:

Extra care housing – plans for 725 new homes across a number of Surrey sites which will give older people the
freedom and independence of their own front door and the reassurance that care is on hand if they need it

New short breaks accommodation – two new purpose-built short breaks centres to give adults with learning
disabilities or autism, or both, a change from their daily routine and their families a break from their caring roles

Mental health needs – new supported independent living accommodation for people with mental health needs
which for some would be a permanent base and for others a shorter stay, to avoid a hospital admission or until
they recover

UCA expands at its roots
7 August 2023

Local councillors from the borough of Epsom and Ewell have granted the University for the Creative Arts
(UCA) Epsom planning approval to change the use of two centrally located buildings for educational purposes.

The  Wells  Building  on  Church  Street  and  Parkside  House  on  Ashley  Road  signify  an  expansion  of  UCA’s  estate,
providing more than 40,000 square feet of additional space and delivering high-quality teaching, learning and social
spaces. 

The building on Church Street marks a return to UCA’s roots, as it is adjacent to no. 1 Church Street, which was
previously home to Epsom Technical College and School of Art, its predecessor institution.

Investment in the buildings’ construction and reconfiguration is likely to reach around £13 million.

By  utilising  existing  office  buildings  close  to  its  Epsom  campus,  UCA  will  be  able  to  deliver  these  retrofitted
spaces rapidly, in an environmentally friendly way and with minimal disruption to the community, student and staff
experience.

The projects will also enhance collaboration with Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, the local community, and residents
as the new buildings will provide opportunities and spaces for creativity and innovation and blaze a trail for greater
engagement in the town’s activities.

UCA’s Chief Operating Officer, Mark Ellul, said: “This is a massive step forward in growing our Epsom campus and
building on our global reputation as a centre for Fashion & Textiles and Business School for the Creative Industries. 

“We must have facilities and functions in place for us to deliver the very best creative education and adding two new
buildings to our estate will create a creative learning environment that is fit for the 21st Century.”

Works will commence later this year and the plan is to occupy the buildings in 2024/25.

Emma Cook UCA

Reviving nature by the M25 in Leatherhead
7 August 2023

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/adults/choosing-the-right-care/extra-care-housing
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/surrey-matters/magazine/health-and-wellbeing/new-short-breaks-centres-planned-for-adults-with-support-needs
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/adults/care-and-support/disability/supported-living
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/uca-expands-at-its-roots
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/reviving-nature-by-the-m25-in-leatherhead
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A £2.8million grant has been awarded to a wildlife charity as it aims to fulfil its founder’s last wishes.
The Wildlife Aid Foundation, based in Leatherhead, was founded 40 years ago by Simon Cowell.

The money,  which Surrey County Council’s  cabinet  approved today (Tuesday 25th July)  will  be  used to  build  a
community hub for hosting school, college and community groups, as well as family sessions and talks. The £2.8m
represents just less than a quarter of the project cost, with the remainder being raised by the charity.

The Wildlife SOS star, who was diagnosed with terminal cancer in 2022, launched a Simon’s Last Wish appeal to help the
charity after his death.

Documents for the cabinet meeting, which made the decision on awarding the funding as part of the Your Fund Surrey
money that community projects can bid for, say the project has the “potential to have a long-lasting positive impact on the
environment and wildlife in Surrey”.

A planned wildlife centre would restore land bordered by the M25 and the River Mole, and give the charity a future
rescuing and rehabilitating animals in Surrey.

The Wildlife area between River Mole and clockwise carriageway of M25

Mr Cowell said the charity had got far bigger than he ever thought it would when he founded it 40 years ago and praised
the 400 volunteers at the charity.

He told the LDRS earlier in the year: “They just do an amazing job, and without them we would not be here. It’s as simple
as that.”

On his cancer diagnosis, Mr Cowell said he was in “total denial of the whole thing”. He said: “We all think we won’t get it,
and when you do get cancer, you’ve got two choices. You sit in the corner and sulk, or you just ignore it and get on with it
while you can. So I’ve done that, basically.”

Emily Coady-Stemp LDRS

Epsom and Ewell Times adds:

After the grant was announced Simon Cowell said: “It’s an astonishing fact that a third of Surrey’s biodiversity is either
locally extinct or heading that way. The power of the Wildlife Aid Centre shows that, by all of us working together, we will
be able to change this. We will inspire visitors to carry out regular, small actions which will have significant, positive
impact on the environment. And by all of us doing it, our joint strength is enormous.

This amazing funding means we can finish creating the habitats and build a visitor centre that will welcome everyone. I
am thrilled that Your Fund Surrey is supporting the Wildlife Aid Centre; together we will create a replicable movement for
environmental good that is driven by our communities.”

Surrey County Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Communities and Community Safety Councillor Denise
Turner-Stewart  said: “I  would like to congratulate the Wildlife  Aid Foundation who have been successful  in  their
application to Your Fund Surrey’s Community Project Fund.

“This is fantastic news for the Wildlife Aid Foundation and indeed for Surrey’s residents. This is a truly ambitious and
inspiring community legacy project. The new centre aligns with our ambition to promote a greener future in Surrey, to
help restore and protect the future of the county’s natural environment and encourage nature and wildlife to thrive. It will
also  offer  huge  benefit,  opening  the  doors  for  people  of  all  ages  and  backgrounds  to  learn  more  about  wildlife
conservation.”

A £2.9m award given to Guildford’s Yvonne Arnaud Theatre in June saw the total amount of money given out from the pot
reach £10m since its launch in November 2020.
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The Wildlife Aid Foundation is a charity dedicated to the rescue, care and rehabilitation of sick, injured and orphaned animals. Based in Leatherhead, Surrey, UK, the centre operates Surrey County’s only wildlife
hospital (one of the three largest such hospitals in the UK) and maintains a referral service for wildlife hospitals throughout Europe. The organisation also carries out environmental activist and educational roles. Wildlife
Aid has attracted media attention for its rescues of photogenic wild animals like young foxes and baby badgers; Animal Planet’s TV program Wildlife SOS chronicles the activities of Wildlife Aid volunteers as they rescue
imperiled animals

Orphans by mental ill-health and war
7 August 2023

Another tragic life that ended in Epsom and a burial in Europe’s largest and now abandoned asylum cemetery. The
Friends of Horton Cemetery‘s research project is bringing back to life the lives of the 9000 patients.

Kate Bailey née Cheer was born in 1882 in Abingdon, Berkshire to a farming family. Unfortunately, there is little cheer in
this family’s story, which makes for a very sad read, tinged with a little mystery as to why her life unravelled. 

It is most sad because her death in 1914 left two very young children who were then to lose their father later that year at
Ypres, fighting in WW1.

Theresa Kenefick-Conway tells the full story on the website www.hortoncemetery.org

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/orphans-by-mental-ill-health-and-war
https://hortoncemetery.org/bailey-kate/
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About women’s dignity. Period.
7 August 2023

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) have launched an initiative aimed at fostering a more inclusive and supportive
environment for women and girls across Surrey. 

Following a recent menstrual health education session, the SFRS Community Safety Partnership team is now equipped to
provide support and period products to women and girls who need them when they are on duty in local communities.  

The initiative is a joint collaboration between SFRS and Binti – a charity that provides menstrual dignity to girls and
women worldwide. 

Bernie Beckett, SFRS Chief of Staff, said: “Addressing the topic of periods and menstruation can be challenging.
However, by launching this initiative we aim to break the stigma and, most importantly, provide period products to those
who face challenges in accessing them.  

“We know that many women and girls lack access to the necessary support and education surrounding menstrual health.
Surrey Fire and Rescue Service can provide a vital role in ensuring that women and girls in our communities have access
to period products when they need them. We’re delighted to be playing our part in Binti’s menstrual dignity mission,
contributing to a more inclusive and supportive environment for women and girls in Surrey.” 

Manjit K. Gill, CEO and founder of Binti said: “Manjit K. Gill MBE CEO and Founder of Binti said: “Working with a
forward-thinking organisation like Surrey Fire and Rescue Service, especially in a traditionally male-dominated sector, is
truly inspiring.  

“Their commitment to inclusion for their workforce and their willingness to tackle the issue of period dignity head-on sets
a remarkable example for others to follow. By breaking down barriers and fostering a more inclusive environment, we are
not only empowering women and girls but also challenging societal norms. It is a privilege to collaborate with such a
visionary organisation and collectively drive positive change in the pursuit of gender equality.” 

The service will be storing period products on some of its Community and Partnership vehicles.  An ‘Ask me for period
products’ magnet will indicate to members of the public that period products are available when out in the community or

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/about-womens-dignity-period
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attending events.

Related reports:

Lighting up for menstrual dignity

Surrey supports mental health projects
7 August 2023

The Surrey All Age Mental Health Investment Fund (MHIF) has awarded funding to 10 projects providing innovative,
community-focused programmes to support the prevention of mental ill health and improvement of emotional well-being
across the county. 

Established in 2022, the MHIF is an integrated funding programme with a total budget of £10.5m. This allocation consists
of a £6.5m contribution from Surrey County Council from the specific 1% precept on Council Tax collected from
2022/2023 and £4m from Surrey Heartlands Integrated Care Board. Additionally, the Council has partnered with the
Community Foundation for Surrey and secured just under £1m via a match funding arrangement. 

Funding is used to support services which are non-statutory; developed by local, community-based groups. The MHIF is
aligned to meeting the outcomes of Priority 2 of the Health and Wellbeing Strategy, which focuses on prevention,
removing barriers, and supporting people to become proactive in improving their emotional health and wellbeing. 

Round 1 of applications took place in December 2022. There were 55 bids submitted of which 10 were successfully
awarded funding totally approximately £530,000. 

The projects awarded funding include a gardening space to increase access to nature-based therapy, providing support to
life-limited children and their families and expanding the provision of a hub that uses drama to support people with
mental health challenges. 

All bids were assessed by a panel which represents the Integrated Care Board (ICB), Surrey County Council, Cabinet
members, the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise (VCSE), integrated commissioning representatives and Public
Health. 

Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Adults and Health, said: “I’m delighted that the first round
of funding has been allocated to a range of different organisations, all working to tackle mental ill-health with innovative,
community-focused projects. 

“The successful bids cover a broad age range and are spread across the 11 districts and boroughs of Surrey. We have also
approved funding a large bid investing in primary schools across Surrey as part of Round 1, and I’m pleased to say we
have already had significant interest in Round 2 of the fund after going live at the beginning of June.” 

Round 2 of funding has just closed and bids are currently being evaluated. Information regarding any future rounds of
funding will be communicated via our webpage.  

Find  out  more  about  the  MHIF:  Surrey  Mental  Health  Investment  Fund  –  Surrey  County  Council
(surreycc.gov.uk)  

Round 1 Awards:

Merstham Community Facility Trust – support groups for adults, and for children in Merstham, as well as
supporting the recruitment and training of 16 further Health and Wellbeing Community Champions in the local
community 

The Lucy Rayner Foundation  –  Counselling service to reach people (14-39 years)  preventing them from
reaching crisis. 

Catalyst Wellbeing Garden – Providing a project co-ordinator and a project assistant to develop the gardening
space; establish,  programme, and run nature-based therapy sessions,  providing time and space for holistic
support. 

Prospero Theatre Community Wellbeing Company – Prospero is an inclusive theatre company, that uses
drama to improve the quality of life for adults and young people with disabilities and mental health challenges.  

Shooting Star Children’s Hospice – Aiding the provision of mental health support for life-limited children,
their family members (including parents and siblings)  

Emerge Advocacy – Community-based support following an A&E attendance to catch young people who have
recently been in emotional or mental health crisis. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/3709-2
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-supports-mental-health-projects
https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/2022/01/17/new-multi-million-pound-investment-in-mental-health-services-for-surrey/
https://news.surreycc.gov.uk/2022/01/17/new-multi-million-pound-investment-in-mental-health-services-for-surrey/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector/funding/mental-health-improvement-fund
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/voluntary-community-and-faith-sector/funding/mental-health-improvement-fund
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Peer Production – Two full tours of each of Peer Production’s mental health plays (Masking and The Space
Between). 

A2 Dominion  –  Provision of  ‘Mind My Home’  an online  solutions-based therapy project,  targeted at  low
income/social housing tenants. 

Appeer Community Interest Company – A project which aims to address the social isolation of young autistics
girls, provide early help and resources and support parents and care givers of autistic daughters.  

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e
awards: https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/news/community-projects-500k-mental-health-investment-fund 

Image: Appeer Community Interest, Peer Productions, Prospero Friday Club.

Change at the top at Epsom’s University
7 August 2023

Professor Nick Foskett has been named as the interim President & Vice-Chancellor of the University for the
Creative Arts. This includes the campus in Ashley Road, Epsom.

Prof. Foskett, currently an independent member of UCA’s Board of Governors, will take over from outgoing President &
Vice-Chancellor, Professor Bashir Makhoul, upon his retirement from UK higher education in September.

“Having served on the Board of Governors, it  was an honour to be asked to cover this interim period,” said Prof.
Foskett.“UCA is a wonderful university with endless potential and under Prof. Makhoul’s leadership is in a fantastic
position. I will ensure his legacy continues and is built on so that UCA can continue its impressive trajectory.”

Prof. Foskett is a graduate of Oxford and Southampton universities and has had a long and diverse relationship with
higher education, working at some of the UK’s leading universities. He was Vice-Chancellor of Keele University from 2010
to 2015, and Interim Vice-Chancellor of Bath Spa University from 2017 to 2018. For around 20 years he held several
positions at the University of Southampton, latterly as Professor of Education and Dean of the Faculty of Law, Arts and
Social Sciences. Prior to that his first foray into higher education was at Aston University, working in school engagement
and external relations.

An expert in education policy and management, Prof. Foskett has sat on and continues to sit on several boards in the UK
and globally and has also made a huge contribution to the development of governance frameworks within the higher
education sector.

Prof. Makhoul announced his retirement from UCA and from UK higher education in March of this year, after more than
six years as President & Vice-Chancellor. Since joining, Prof. Makhoul has steered the University towards its aim of
becoming a global authority on the creative industries, forging significant partnerships at home and abroad. He has
overseen a five-fold increase in international students studying at the University’s UK campuses and spearheading the
opening of the Institute of Creativity and Innovation in Xiamen, China, along with the establishment of the UK’s first
Business School for the Creative Industries.

External recognition of these achievements includes being named Modern University of the Year by The Times and The
Sunday Times Good University Guide in 2019 and being granted Research Degree Awarding Powers by the Office for
Students.

Prof. Makhoul said: “I am delighted Prof. Foskett will be overseeing operations while my permanent replacement is found.
He has a fantastic track record and understands UCA’s unique position as a champion of the creative industries. I wish
him all the best for his interim tenure.”

Jeremy Sandelson, Chair of the Board of Governors, said: “We are delighted Prof. Foskett has agreed to be our interim
President & Vice-Chancellor at UCA. We couldn’t think of a safer pair of hands to take the helm, and we offer him every
support as he leads the University during this time.”

Emma Cook UCA

https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/news/community-projects-500k-mental-health-investment-fund
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/change-at-the-top-at-epsoms-university


26th March 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

12

Contractors occupying the high-ground
7 August 2023

Ewell school benefits from local highway contractors’ social value activities.

Milestone Infrastructure, a part of M Group Services, is committed to supporting the communities in which it operates
and was delighted to volunteer its  services to West Ewell  Primary School recently  by helping to clear a large,
abandoned area of the school playground containing a disused swimming pool and outbuildings.

Milestone Infrastructure is the street lighting contractor for Surrey County Council and, as part of its commitment to
undertaking social value activities and events throughout the year, the team formed a Social Value Alliance with the
council and other highways contractors including Yunex, Atkins, Ringway and Surrey Skill Mill.

A team of 36 volunteers representing the Alliance met onsite to help remove the old swimming pool and outbuildings
surrounding it and cut back overgrown foliage to make the area safe and accessible for the school children to use in
future.

Once the ground has been cleared and the overgrown vegetation removed, the area will provide an accessible space for
the children to use and enjoy in future.

Vikki Kelly, Strategic Improvement Manager at Milestone Infrastructure, said: “Building social value into what we do and
giving back to the local communities where we work is a large part of what we do. It was a rewarding day and, together
with our alliance partners, we managed to achieve everything we needed to onsite and more.”

James Joyce,  Business Manager at West Ewell school, said: “We would like to thank Milestone Infrastructure who
organised the event but also the other companies that attended: Surrey County Council, Yunex Traffic, Atkins, Surrey Skill
Mill and Ringway. On the day they achieved more than you could expect for a day volunteer event and transformed the
area, giving the school a regenerated space that can now be used.”

Mia Bennett, Head teacher at West Ewell school, added: “We really appreciate the time, effort and resources your teams
invested in making this project a reality. The cleared area is now a blank canvas which we plan to transform info a
flourishing wildlife area and outdoor classroom which all our pupils can enjoy, while learning about nature, biodiversity
and developing a deep appreciation for our environment.”

Milestone’s focus on social value is an essential element of M Group Services’ environmental, social and governance
(ESG) commitments.

Zoë Johnston Corporate Communications Manager | M Group Services

Surrey’s triple contribution towards net zero
7 August 2023

The University of Surrey is playing a role in three new national energy research centres which will boost knowledge,
create innovative green technologies and reduce demand for energy to achieve greener, cleaner domestic, industrial and
transport energy systems.

Academics at Surrey will help fairly reduce the energy used in the UK, develop hydrogen and ammonia as alternative
fuels, and boost bioenergy production.

Professor Jin Xuan, Associate Dean (Research and Innovation) in the Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences, said:

“There’s no single route to net zero so at the University of Surrey we’re involved with a wide range of interdisciplinary
projects to find a portfolio of  sustainable solutions.  This latest  funding shows we’re at  the forefront of  creating a
sustainable future for everyone.”

UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) has today announced a £53 million investment in six research centres which will lead
innovation towards a fully sustainable energy sector. Surrey is involved with half of them:

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/contractors-occupying-the-high-ground
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-triple-contribution-towards-net-zero
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A new national Energy Demand Research Centre. Reducing energy use could help meet half of the required reductions
we need to reach net zero emissions by 2050 and the University of Surrey is helping ensure that disadvantaged people
aren’t left behind as the UK’s energy demands are reduced. The project is being led by Dr Lirong Liu who will use AI to
create models to help communities make scientifically informed decisions.

Dr Lirong Liu said: “Our new optimisation model will incorporate multiple objectives to balance society’s many needs so
we can maximise equity while minimising cost and greenhouse gases. To achieve this, we need to understand technology,
economics, environment and behaviour and to recognise different parts of society.  It’s not just about technological
developments, but also about creating a better, more equitable world.”

The Hub for Research Challenges in Hydrogen and Alternative Liquid Fuels, known as the UK-HyRES Hydrogen
Hub. Dr Qiong Cai, a research leader in sustainable energy and materials, is working with industrial and academic
partners to identify how we can decarbonise transportation and heavy industry by using green hydrogen and hydrogen-
based, low-carbon liquid fuels, such as ammonia.

Dr Qiong Cai said: “Hydrogen and alternative liquid fuels, through combustion, can provide clean heat and power sources
for decarbonizing heavy industry, aviation, maritime, and haulage sectors that are difficult to decarbonize using electric
batteries. We’re developing durable and low-cost catalysts to promote ammonia combustion and to enable zero-emission
of  hydrogen and ammonia  combustion.  Together  with  industry  partners  and academic  collaborators,  we’ll  develop
innovative solutions that are safe, acceptable, and environmentally and economically sustainable.”

The Supergen Bioenergy Hub. Surrey’s Dr Michael Short, one of the technical project leads, will work on the rapid
digitalisation of bioenergy, creating a collection of open-source models for enhanced decision-making across the biowaste
sector. This will be informed by his work using artificial intelligence to boost biogas production in anaerobic digestors.

Dr Michael Short said: “We can make so much more of bioenergy, particularly if we can develop better predictive models
of  the complex reactions in  bioenergy systems.  If  we can increase digitalisation and leverage advances in  AI  and
optimisation, we can have more efficient sustainable energy generation from renewable sources, as well as improved
energy security and boosted profits for the companies involved.”

Katherine Ingram – Surrey University

Respite for carers in Surrey to increase?
7 August 2023

The chronic shortage of overnight respite places in Surrey could improve if plans to increase the number of available beds
by almost 50 per cent are given the go-ahead.

Surrey County Council  has submitted two sets of plans for short-stay centres – one in Woking and the other in
Banstead.

This week, the county council launched its bids to the respective local authorities as part of the consultation process in
order to address a care system that is “under significant strain and is facing long and sustained operational and financial
challenges”.

The plans are to build two sets of eight en-suite bedrooms for short-break accommodation together sensory rooms, living
rooms, dining rooms, kitchens, and supporting staff facilities.

Councillor Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council’s cabinet member for adults and health, said: “These two new centres will
enable us to increase considerably the number of carers benefiting from short breaks, which help them recharge their
batteries and get a bit of break. We value what carers do incredibly highly, so it’s really important we offer our residents
these types of facilities. These will be modern places. They will be flexible, adaptable and able to accommodate people
with many different disabilities and needs.

“They won’t be institutionalised places. They will be comfortable and fit for purpose, and able to accommodate more
people than we can at the moment. This is a scheme we can be very proud of.”

The Woking site will be on the former Lakers youth centre in Goldsworth Park, Denton Way, with the Banstead site
replacing The Squirrels, in the Horseshoe, Bolters Lane.

Currently there are seven registered bed-based short breaks services in Surrey but only five are operational, council
documents show. At present they provide a maximum of 33 beds – but this can often be lower if needed by people with
“increasingly complex needs”, the council said.

Those beds, which are clustered in the centre and east of the county, cover the 1,345 people in Surrey living with family
carers.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/respite-for-carers-in-surrey-to-increase
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Council figures show that fewer than 8 per cent of those eligible currently access provision. There is also the problem of
increasing demand, with the council predicting a 10 per cent rise in users over the next decade as well as an increasingly
“ageing” and “inappropriate service”.  Combined, the new sites would offer 16 additional places,  bringing the total
overnight short-break places available to families from 33 up to 49.

Once they are both built, the council said, “the two centres will meet Surrey’s accommodation needs, Lakers meeting the
needs within the west of Surrey, Squirrels continuing to serve the east”.

Image: Short Breaks – Visualisation for the Banstead site (Image Surrey County Council)

Doctors’ strike: advice
7 August 2023

A wave of back-to-back strikes will severely impact hospital services over the coming week – and will follow the busiest
month of 2023 for one hospital group.

St George’s,  Epsom and St  Helier  hospitals  have faced significant  pressure  in  recent  weeks,  with  emergency
attendances in June ramping up. Last month about 880 people visited one of the Group’s three emergency departments
(EDs) daily – about 10% more than is usual.

The emergency departments also saw extraordinary demand some days – including one record-breaking Monday when
they had their busiest day ever. Now, ahead of this week’s junior doctors’ strikes, which get underway at 7 am on
Thursday and continue until 7 am the following Tuesday (18 July), members of the public have been warned to expect
disruption and longer waits, and to avoid visiting the ED when it’s not an emergency.

There will also be an additional challenge when hospital consultants go on strike just days after the junior doctors’ action
ends. That walk-out is due to take place on Thursday 20 July and Friday 21 July.

Dr Richard Jennings, Group Chief Medical Officer for St George’s, Epsom and St Helier University Hospitals and Health
Group, said: “June was very busy and that’s also continued into July – which makes it more difficult when we’re trying to
prepare for the inevitable challenges strike action brings. Ahead of each round of strikes I’ve urged the public to take
steps to help us and to come to our EDs in an emergency only – and I am making the same request again now when it is
more important than ever. We have a very tough week ahead and we need your support to ensure we can prioritise care
for our sickest and most seriously ill patients.”

The hospital group recognise that it’s going to be the first time this year that a junior doctors’ strike has taken place over
the weekend and into a Monday. This has prompted further concern, as Monday is normally the busiest day of the week in
the Group’s EDs. This was even more pronounced last month, with 1,000-plus average daily attendances on Mondays –
significantly higher than a typical day of 800.

Dr Jennings added: “If people need medical help – during the strikes or at any other time – we would encourage them to
contact NHS 111 online for 24/7 advice on where to go and what to do if they have an illness or injury. When it’s a real
emergency or life-threatening, of course, people should always call 999 or go to an emergency department.”

Strikes will also impact other services at the hospitals, and will mean that some appointments, procedures and operations
may be postponed to ensure emergency care can be prioritised. Patients will be contacted directly if their appointments
are rescheduled, and should continue to come forward for care as normal unless they hear otherwise.

NHS 111 online should always be the first port of call when you have a health need that’s not an emergency, as it will
direct you to the best place to get help for your symptoms.

Pharmacies, meanwhile, can offer advice and over-the-counter medicines for a range of minor illnesses, such as coughs,
colds, sore throats, and aches and pains. Some pharmacies will be open at weekends, and you can find your nearest one
here:

https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/pharmacy/find-a-pharmacy

In a life-threatening emergency, you should always call 999 or go to an emergency department.

If you need mental health support in a crisis, and live in Kingston, Merton, Richmond, Sutton or Wandsworth you can call
South West London’s 24/7 Mental Health Crisis Line on 0800 028 8000. There’s more information about this service here:

https://www.swlstg.nhs.uk/patients-carers/crisis-support/mental-health-support-line

For adults, young people, and children in Surrey and North East Hampshire, 24-hour support is available by calling: 0800

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/doctors-strike-advice
https://www.nhs.uk/service-search/pharmacy/find-a-pharmacy
https://www.swlstg.nhs.uk/patients-carers/crisis-support/mental-health-support-line


26th March 2026 weekly

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

15

915 4644. There’s more information here:

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services

St George’s, Epsom and St Helier hospitals press.

Epsom medics sky-dive for babies
7 August 2023

A team of obstetricians, gynaecologists, neonatologists and nurses who work at Epsom and St Helier NHS Trust have
raised nearly £10,000 for Bliss, the UK’s leading charity for babies born premature or sick.

Radhika Viswanatha, Nina Underwood, Ramesh Ganapathy, Demetri Panayi, Salim Yasin, Charlotte Pearse, Vicky Minns,
Cristina Arias-Rey and Sharon Young took part in a skydive on 28 May 2023 at the Old Sarum Park in Salisbury.

1 in every 7 babies born in the UK will need specialist care and the group have a special link to Bliss, as they each look
after women and their babies during pregnancy and delivery and beyond at Epsom and St Helier Hospital.

Some of the babies they deliver are more vulnerable than others, so are looked after by the hospital’s neonatal team.

Demetri Panayi said: “Our charity skydive was born out of moments of madness, midlife crises and irrational personal
desire! But it gave us the opportunity to raise money for a cause close to our hearts, and to our patients.”

Donations to their skydive are helping Bliss to drive improvements in neonatal care, to ensure that the needs of babies are
at the heart of policy and planning for the future, and to provide information and support to all families with a baby born
premature or sick.

Richard Moody, Director of Fundraising at Bliss, said: “We are so grateful for the exceptional fundraising efforts of
Demetri and his colleagues. Each donation to Bliss is going towards our mission of helping all babies born premature or
sick in the UK have the best chance of survival and quality of life.

“This is a great example of how a perinatal team can come together to raise awareness and money for Bliss.”

You can find more information and donate here: https://www.justgiving.com/page/skydive2023

Molly Gorman

Epsom and Ewell High getting fitter
7 August 2023

Lifestyle Fitness and Bourne Education Trust have announced they will be working together to provide the leading sports
facilities at Epsom & Ewell High School to the local community.

Lifestyle Fitness will begin operations at the site from 1st September. Development of this facility will see Lifestyle
Fitness take over management of the existing sports amenities, which include outdoor pitches, tennis courts, a brand-new
sports hall, and even a sprinting track, whilst also developing a Lifestyle Fitness gym, studio space, and group fitness
classes. This combination of sports facilities, fitness suite and group exercise studios will make the club the perfect hub
for fitness and wellbeing for students, teachers, and the community.

“We’re so thrilled to be opening our 25th site and working in partnership with the Academy to provide these facilities to
the community” said Lifestyle Fitness Managing Director, James Lawrence. “The facility will be the perfect location for

https://www.sabp.nhs.uk/our-services
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-medics-sky-dive-for-babies
https://www.justgiving.com/page/skydive2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-high-getting-fitter
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the town’s fitness needs, whether it be to play football or tennis outdoors, or to take a group exercise class or get a
workout in at the gym.”

The facility, which is situated within Epsom & Ewell High School, forms part of the planned growth and development of
both Lifestyle Fitness and the Bourne Education Trust, who currently have a partnership at another school site, located at
The Matthew Arnold School in Staines. Students of all ages will benefit from use of the facility during the school day, with
the gym floor and sports facilities opening from 4:30pm for the wider community on weekdays, and 9:30am to 5:00pm on
weekends.

“After working with Lifestyle Fitness for many years at The Matthew Arnold School in Staines, I am delighted to welcome
them to Epsom & Ewell High School to manage the sports facilities on our behalf.” said R. Davey, Bourne Education Trust
Sports Director. “I look forward to seeing the benefit this will have on the local community and surrounding areas in the
coming months. We have collaborated with numerous schools and educational trusts over the last forty years.”

James continued. “Their positions as vital hubs in the local community that connect students, teachers, parents, and the
wider town allow us to do what we do best: create healthier and more active communities, with a focus on well-being.
With facilities like these, we can take fitness and wellness to an even wider audience in the local area.”

You can follow lifestylefitness.co.uk/club/epsom for any more information and updates on the club’s progress. Anyone
wishing to join the club ahead of its opening can also do so now online, with memberships from as low as £14.99 per
month when using the promotional code ‘EARLYBIRD’.

Morgan Kimbel

Epsom’s University challenges for graduates
7 August 2023

Students from the Class of ‘23 at the University for the Creative Arts (UCA) in Epsom descended upon London’s Royal
Festival Hall for their graduation ceremony on Tuesday 4 July. This year over 700 students graduated from the Epsom
campus of UCA.

Opening  the  ceremonies,  Professor  Bashir  Makhoul,  President  and  Vice-Chancellor  of  UCA,  told  graduating
students:  “You are  stepping out  today into  a  world  of  great  promise  –  the  thriving creative  industries  –  and the
opportunities for creative graduates are endless. Be ready to seize them, and to embrace challenges, with an open mind. 

“I am confident of your drive, unrelenting ambition, and passion for creativity, and I am eager to see how you will apply
your talents and make a difference around the world.”

During the ceremonies,  UCA Chancellor and renowned ceramicist,  Magdalene Odundo OBE  offered this piece of
advice: “Commit wholeheartedly to your goals and trust that your talent will enable you to achieve them. I’ve had the
pleasure of working with some of the world’s greatest designers and artists, and they all share a common value: staying
true to their vision.”

In the presence of families, friends and staff across two days of ceremonies, graduates came up to the stage and collected
their degree certificates – the culmination of their journey at UCA. Graduating students will now take their place in the
global creative community as they embark on the next stage in their creative careers.

https://www.lifestylefitness.co.uk/club/epsom
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsoms-university-challenges-for-graduates

