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“Local Pride”: an evening with Epsom Chess Club

29 March 2022

The Epsom Chess Club was launched in 2018 by Marcus Gosling and Ravi Sharma, the successor to the original Epsom
Chess Club, founded in 1929. Meeting in MccAfferty’s Irish pub’s function room on Monday evenings, a large group of
players sit in quiet concentration in a warm room adorned with 1940s-era metal whiskey adverts, flags and old newspaper
front pages, juxtaposing the battlegrounds of white and black spread through the room.

Marcus, President of Epsom Chess Club, tells me that restarting the club was, “a Matter of local pride, really”, having
lived in Epsom all his life (apart from 2 years in Russia) Marcus wanted a community based and, more importantly,
community ran Chess Club the town could be proud of, “I wanted to build something from nothing.”, and he certainly has.
With nearly 50 members available for games, the club is large and bursting with talent, having won their division in 2020
just before lockdown came into effect, like all of us, the club was hit just hard by COVID.

Chess is for everyone, big, small, young, not so young, plebeian or patrician, and in the Epsom Chess Club, these groups
are represented well. I spoke with one member, who at 15 was the youngest present. He was in a position most kids his
age dreamt of, let into a pub with no ID and no parental supervision, but instead of drinking as many pints as he could get
away with, he was beating people twice his age at the world’s most sophisticated game. Matches can last minutes, hours
and even seconds. In one match I counted 30 minutes before the first capture, between the cautious shifting of pawns and
knights, you could almost hear the gears turning in the heads of the players. Chess can be tense, relaxed, fun and
frustrating all in the space of 5 minutes, denoting how it can be so widely enjoyed by so many different people across the
world.

What makes Epsom Chess Club special? Why do people keep coming back? “It’s for the love of the game”, Club Secretary
David Flewellen tells me while they’re setting up their session, “It’s satisfying to come here every week and end up
playing a better game”. What makes the club special is that it’s a place where you can relax with a drink and let chess
consume you for a few hours, an escape from the problems of everyday life. When you're in there, all that matters is the
board, the pieces and the person sitting opposite you, with their hand placed thoughtfully under their chin, plotting your
metaphorical demise. Ego’s are muted, friendly advice is given over drinks post-game and players observe each other’s
games stoically, before respectfully congratulating/commiserating the winner/loser. There’s no gloating, no under or over
estimation, just pure chess. In a place meant for drinking, revelry and out-of-tune sing-a-longs; a company of like minded
men and women meet week-in week-out on a monochrome 8x8 square battlefield, if that isn’t enough to show that Epsom
Chess Club is special, then I don’t know what is.

The atmosphere of the club is fun, friendly and familiar, with the same faces (and a couple of new ones) showing up week
in week out at MccAfferty’s pub. Whether they’re playing a Blitz (speed chess) tournament or playing ranked games
against each other, the love of the game is clear, as is the fact that we should all be very proud of our local chess club.

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Epsom Chess Club are no longer able to hold their sessions in
MccAfferty’s pub, and are looking for a new permanent home. The Epsom Chess Club is a fun, talented and
welcoming community based club, if you or anyone you know is aware of a new venue that can host the ECC,
please contact Marcus Gosling via email at marcus94gosling@gmail.com or David Flewellen at
davidflewellen@gmail.com.

A Matter of Faith: St. Barnabas Church

29 March 2022

The world’s largest religion, Christianity, is based on the life and teachings of Jesus. The origins of Christianity dates back
to AD 30-33 in Jerusalem. The belief that God is one eternal and supreme being led billions of people to follow this
religion. 53% of England’s population in 2018 were identified as followers of Christianity. There are thousands of
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churches around England that follow different principles with some of them being, Baptists, Methodists, Catholics,
Church of England and the list goes on.

Epsom and Ewell alone accommodates 29 churches that observe worshippers on a regular basis. The diverse followers
practice their religion wholeheartedly. St Barnabas Church in Epsom believes in one true God who lives eternally in three
persons—the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The hundred-year-old building welcomes people from any age, race, gender and religion for worship and in their
innovative sessions such as Alpha and Barneys. Alpha course is more focused on young people with curious minds who
want to explore the big questions of life, faith and meanings. This free session is open for all and helps people understand
the Christian faith in a friendly, open, and relaxed environment. Barney’s session targets babies, toddlers and their
parents and carers. The session involves lots of toys, songs, bible stories and refreshments for all which is an innovative
way to connect little ones with church and God.

According to Christians, Jesus Christ came in human form to teach people to love God and love their neighbour. Churches
aim to spread this teaching through their Sunday prayers. Associating itself with Epsom primary schools, St Barnabas
Church takes informal lessons either in schools or church itself where they educate young ones about the Christian faith
and belief. Harry Lamaison, deacon of the church, says: “We're currently exploring the ways we can engage with the local
community and its evolving process. We have links with charity organisations such as Love Me Love My Mind and Sunny
Bank Trust which helps people with their mental health issues and offer solutions for the same.” The church has linked
itself to offer help and support from people who are dealing with mental health issues, breakdown of a relationship or a
shock from death in a family.

St Barnabas follows one of the greatest messages of Jesus Christ “Don’t forget to do good and to share what you have
because God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices.” Church extends its hands to people in the community who are
going through financial hardships by providing advice on how they can plan their expenditure and savings. Advice is
offered by a financial adviser and is often done by setting up a private meeting with the person. St Paul’s Howell Hill and
St Barnabas are working in partnership towards making the local community better by offering support to families in
need. The local community is encouraged to take part in church activities that help in bringing the neighbourhood closer
and stronger.

To support each other is what God has taught us all. How do we support each other is the big question. The church helps
anyone in need and is looking forward to collaborating with local artists who are often unnoticed. Combining prayers with
artists is a great way to promote local talent and to draw the attention of locals towards the church. With musicians,
dancers and other artists, prayers can be more fun for youngsters as well. Moreover, the church also gives out space for
weddings, birth or death. A nominal fee is charged for decorations and upkeep of the church. Artists can also take part in
these functions as per people’s choice.

Sunday prayers are the heart of any church, where worshippers gather and worship for the betterment of their lives. Any
religious establishment is incomplete without people and followers. Growing westernisation has kept many apart from the
creator of the world. Remembering that god even once a day gives no harm and helping others is an act of God. Every
culture or religion tells us how humans should live in harmony and respect each other’s decisions. Be it Jesus Christ, Allah
or Bhagwan, all of them are with us, teaching the way of life and how to achieve peace in life.

A Visit to Stoneleigh’s Hindu Temple

29 March 2022

Scintillating festivals and folk songs that are sung in Hindu culture bring nothing but life to Surrey. With the houses
adorned like a bride, and temples flocked by those who follow the religion, Hinduism is a way of life. Our country is a
multicultural state, where people from different beliefs, cultures and backgrounds have settled. Spreading its idea
amongst people, Hindu belief is now popular all over the world because of its festivals and traditions. To be more precise,
there is no month without a festival.

Hindu belief has no specific founder, however, 95% of Hindus around the globe are known to live in India. Hinduism
primarily has two symbols, one of which is OM and the other one is Swastika. Many recognise swastika used by the Nazis,
however, in Hindu culture, it’s a symbol of divinity and spirituality in varied religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism and
Jainism.
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Established in 1994, the Sri Raja Rajeswari Amman temple lies in the heart of Stoneleigh, Epsom. The presiding goddess
of the temple is Sri Raja Rajeswary Amman who is known as the mother of love and grace and showers her blessings upon
all and develops the goodness within humans. The temple is hailed as an eternal place of devotion, purity and peace.
Timeless statues of Hindu deities such as Sri Ganapathy, Sri Murgun, Sri Venktaeshwarar, Sri Pathmavati adorned with
jewels and embroidered clothes are kept inside the temple.

The architecture of the temple comprises two rooms one of which is the area where devotees pray and perform pooja and
the other one is for functions such as marriages, festivals and childbirth. Vibrant and beautiful carvings are echoed in its
art and architecture. The mandir (Temple) is a lively and peaceful place for worshippers who often come in for their
evening prayers. The usual opening hours for the public are from 8:30 AM- 1:PM and 5:30 PM-10:30 PM. With just two
Hindu temples in Surrey, this temple attracts devotees from across the county on Tuesdays and Fridays.

The temple witnesses thousands of devotees every day forming long queues outside the temple right from the early hours.
“It’s very good to see people follow their culture even after coming abroad. Festivals are celebrated with full enthusiasm
and exuberance. Many worshippers even offer donations to the temple for better functioning ” says the temple priest,
Visvnathan Sarma, who has been working at the temple for 25 years rew. He added, “I enjoy working for the god, it’s
always peaceful and soothing for me to spend my time here at the temple and I wish to devote my rest of the time here
only”.

Worship is considered an important part of daily life. The majority of Hindu families have their own shrines where
offerings are made and prayers are said to the deities. Worshipping involves all five senses: touch, taste, smell, sight and
hearing. Washing hands, bathing before the prayer, removing shoes before entering the shrine or temple are a few of
common rules which must be followed. During the prayer, some offerings such as sweets, flowers and money are made to
gods and goddesses. It is important for some men to wear a sacred thread over their left shoulder and hang it to the right
hip. This thread is known as Janeu which means shouldering the burdens of life with patience.

There are various cultures in Hindu tradition and rules, marriage rituals, separation rituals might differ from each other.
North Indian marriage rituals differ from what South Indian or Sri Lankan weddings perform. But you can expect that
marriages traditionally involve a great number of guests, are bright, and colourful. A Hindu wedding is usually a week-
long festival consisting of different functions every day which has deep philosophical and spiritual significance. During the
wedding, the groom and bride take seven rounds around the fire (Agni) which binds both the couple to the seven promises
of their married lives. Sindoor (Vermilion Powder) on their forehead and Mangalsutra worn by Hindu brides symbolises a
woman’s marital status.

The caste system is one of the main reasons which divides Hindus according to their karma (work) and Dharma (duty). It
is believed by many scholars that this system dates back more than 3000 years. The four main castes in Hindu belief are
Brahmin(the intellectual leaders), Kshatriya(the protectors of the public), Vaishyas (the skilful producers) and Shudras
(the unskilled labourers).The system forces individuals to follow the rule and only marry within a specific caste. Even
though there are mandatory laws that protect so-called low caste people from violation and discrimination, there are only
a few who treat everyone as equal.

Hinduism is enriched with wonders and shocks, it is widely followed and practised by people around the globe. The beauty
of festivals, the joy of celebration, the taste of sweets and the bitterness of ancient customs are what constitutes
Hinduism. Every belief comes with its rules and traditions, what matters is how it is passed on from generation to
generation.

Epsom and Ewell stands with Ukraine

29 March 2022
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Epsom accountant Nataliya Irvine is among 350 volunteers working tirelessly to collect essential items at
the Ashley Centre in the town to send to Ukraine where her family are currently living in the war zone.

They operate under the name Surrey Stands With Ukraine

“It’s good to be doing something”, Nataliya tells me as we sit down in a coffee shop to speak with each other about the
incredible work that she and others are doing on behalf of Ukraine. Nataliya, since Sunday, has been organising local
people in Epsom to collect donations of essential items, for those suffering from the current conflict. The vital and
impassioned work she’s doing is supported by a network of amazing volunteers, whose numbers have swollen from 4 to
350, in one month.

Nataliya, who is Ukrainian, approaches the task with an almost sombre necessity. Her mother, sisters, brother and step-
father, are all in Ukraine as we speak to each other, she worries about them day and night. I ask whether they’'re
collecting as much as they expected and she tells me that it’s more than they ever imagined. Nataliya emphasises just how
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supportive the local community has been, just how many locals have been willing to give up their possessions, and even
their time, to help the people of Ukraine.

“It started independently”, she says, when I ask about the genesis of the idea. Nataliya tells me that it was just her,
speaking with her family on the phone and sending them money for vital medical supplies, that were then being given to
hospitals in Lviv. Nataliya began to reach out to friends and organise couriers to deliver supplies directly to the Polish-
Ukrainian border with assistance from her local gym, FitnessTheory, who provided a vital place to store the items before
they were sent off. What started as 4 people looking to make a small difference to the humanitarian effort, has expanded
to a 350-strong group, with a committee and community hub, generously given by the Ashley Centre in Epsom, organising
donation efforts on a much larger scale. Locally based registered charity Harrop HR Missions Ltd was able to step up and
provide the legal entity to facilitate the operation. To have achieved all this, while worrying about her family in Ukraine,
all a person can do is admire the strength and bravery of Nataliya and the many other Ukrainians working with her.

The charity has raised over £80,000 and sent over £450,000 worth of supplies to Ukraine in 11 van runs.

At the Drop-Off point in the centre, boxes upon boxes of supplies are piled high, but the spirits of the volunteers are
higher. I was lucky enough to be able to spend a little bit of time observing the operation during one of its few quiet
moments, and I was blown away by the compassion, focus and drive that pushes these selfless volunteers to go above and
beyond for a country that most of them have never been to. They're laughing together; they’'re supporting each other
mentally, physically and spiritually, drawn together and emboldened by a shared sense of duty, to deliver the help that
Ukrainians dearly need right now. The whole time I was there, one word kept going through my head: Community, and
that’s what I saw; a united community, together for a common purpose, selflessly working together to achieve it.

Many individuals have made what Nataliya and her fellow volunteers are doing possible. David Barnes, the lead volunteer,
sits at the front desk all day greeting all those who wish to help with a smile. The volunteers I spoke with all told me that
David’s work is above and beyond, and his contributions are truly vital. David Meadows, the general manager of the
Ashley Centre, has also enormously supported them, allowing the group to use an unused unit of the centre, as their
operations hub and donation point. Other individuals that gave both resources and time to help this cause are numerous:
Councillor Neil Dallen facilitated contacts, Steve Moore’s guidance on marketing allowed them to tap into social media,
James Brook, an architect also working out of the Ashley Centre, provided vital organisational support.

The team members I spoke to were full of appreciation for one another, people like Roy and Kim Deadman, Jess and Pinch
Tarrant, Zoe, Ross and Luda, among many others. On top of each and every local Ukrainian who set aside time to help
their country get the vital supplies it needs. This appreciation should also be applied to every single person who has
donated food, money or any other item to this cause, their help is invaluable and is making a positive difference in the
lives of people in need. Epsom should be truly proud of how it’s come together in a time of great melancholy for Europe
and the world, to provide hope and more crucially material aid, for the citizens of Ukraine who are unable, or unwilling, to
leave their homes.

Care home residents get vaccine

29 March 2022

Care home residents have celebrated getting their Covid-19 vaccinations with banners and some bubbly.

All Surrey care homes which support older people have now been visited by vaccination teams offering the first dose of
the Covid-19 jab.

At Greys Residential Home, in Woking, residents enjoyed a glass of fizz and posed with placards after getting their jabs
last month.

As older care home residents, they were the top priority group in the national roll-out of the vaccine, along with the staff
who look after them.

Roving vaccination teams have worked intensively over the last few weeks to visit Surrey care homes administering the
jabs, with high levels of take-up. The vast majority of homes had been visited by the end of January, and now even homes
which couldn’t be called on previously due to cases of the virus have been visited.

The vaccine roll-out in Surrey is being spearheaded by the Surrey Heartlands Partnership and Frimley Health and Care
which bring together partners including local NHS services and Surrey County Council.

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care and Public Health, said: “Celebrations
like these are a joy to see after the difficult months we’ve had.

“Thanks to the diligence of vaccination teams on the ground, we’ve been able to visit every care home for older people in
Surrey in the space of just a few weeks.

“We’re now working hard to vaccinate other vulnerable groups and frontline health and social care workers and I'd
encourage everyone who is offered the jab to get it.

“I"d like to take this opportunity to thank care workers across Surrey for the incredible dedication and compassion they’ve
shown throughout the pandemic.

“This vaccine milestone gives us hope but we can’t let our guard down. Care homes are continuing to follow the public
health advice and we must all, even after we’ve received our vaccine, stick to the rules so we don’t let up on beating the
virus.”

Erica Lockhart, chief executive of the Surrey Care Association, said: “This is such welcome news. Not only have older
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people in care settings been vaccinated, but care staff across all settings, who have been so heroic throughout the
pandemic, are also receiving their jabs.

“There’s a great sense of relief across the Surrey care sector and beyond. The vaccine has given us hope that the overall
risks will be greatly reduced in the not-too-distant future and I'd like to thank all those involved in the vaccine rollout for
their tireless work.”

Support for Afghan Refugees

29 March 2022
(=]

Following the British and allies’ humiliation in Afghanistan in August this year the UK Government has urged local
Councils to participate in the Afghan Locally Employed Staff Relocation Scheme. The urgent need is to provide homes to
those refugees who fled from the Taliban takeover and are currently in temporary accommodation in the UK. Funds are
promised to local authorities willing to support the resettlement of Afghan interpreters and others (and their families),
who worked for UK Forces, the UK Embassy and other official British interests.

The scheme supports rent and other housing costs, local authority support staff salaries and “integration support” (e.g.,
English language, education and health). The funds promised by the Government range over a three year period from
£22,340 for one adult in a one bedroom property to £134,040 for a 2 adult 4 children family in a 4 bedroom property.

The Council Officers recommended that Epsom and Ewell Borough Council undertake support for 2 families but an
amendment moved by Court Ward Councillor Kate Chinn (Labour) was accepted by all Councillors and 5 families will be
supported. The greatest challenge to the programme will be identifying landlords willing to provide suitable properties.

Nina Kaye of the Epsom Refugee Network responded to the decision We are pleased to hear that the Council has voted to
take up to five Afghan families being re-settled under the LES (Locally Employed Staff) scheme. These families have
risked so much to support our troops in Afghanistan and as a result have had to flee their homes and their country. There
are many highly skilled individuals in this group who will be a real asset to our Community. Epsom & Ewell Refugee
Network will be working with the Council to support these families when they arrive, helping them to learn English and
settle into life in the UK”.

Joanna Sherring of Epsom Community Sponsorship stated: “Our Charity is applying to be a Community Sponsorship group
in Epsom & Ewell and it’s great to see such support for refugees in our community. Hopefully we will never know what it
feels like to lose everything and have to start a new life in a different country. [ am so proud to be part of a such a
passionate group of people who want to offer the chance of a new life to a refugee family”

Epsom and Ewell is by no means alone in the County in supporting the scheme with all the other 10 District Councils
supporting between 2 (Mole Valley) and 5 to 10 (Waverley).

Full details of the scheme and Government explanations are available HERE
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