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Young Legends offered free autumn activities in
Epsom and Ewell

18 September 2026

Children aged nine to 11 living in Epsom and Ewell can take part in up to two free sports or creative activities through the
return of the borough council’s Young Legends programme.

Bookings are now open, with places allocated on a first-come, first-served basis.

The programme is intended to help children develop skills and confidence, make friends and prepare for the transition to
secondary school.

Activities running during November and December include basketball, coding, football, girls’ rugby, judo, musical theatre,
scrapbooking, choir and tennis. A dedicated arts and crafts course is available for children with special educational needs.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Community and Wellbeing Committee, said
positive feedback from the programme’s first year had demonstrated the value of providing such opportunities.

He said: “Through Young Legends, we’'re helping children stay active, build confidence and connect with others, while
working to make the programme accessible to as many young people as possible.

“Whether you want to continue with an activity you enjoyed last year or try something completely new, I encourage
parents, carers and children to explore the activities on offer and give an activity a try.”

Activities and dates

Arts and crafts for children with SEN

Mondays: 9, 16, 23 and 30 November and 7 December, 4.15pm-5.15pm
Epsom Library

Delivered by Creative Minds

Basketball

Tuesdays: 3, 10, 17 and 24 November and 1 and 8 December, 7pm-8pm
Epsom and Ewell High School

Delivered by Cagers Basketball Club

Coding

Thursdays: 5, 12, 19 and 26 November and 3 and 10 December, 5pm-6pm
or Fridays: 6, 13, 20 and 27 November and 4 and 11 December, 5pm-6pm
Church House, St Martin’s Church

Delivered by Code Ninjas

Football

Thursdays: 5, 12, 19 and 26 November and 3 and 10 December, 5pm-6pm
Court Recreation Ground

Delivered by Young Ones United Football Foundation

Girls’ rugby

Wednesdays: 4, 11, 18 and 25 November and 2 and 9 December, 6.30pm-7.30pm
Sutton and Epsom Rugby Club

Delivered by Sutton and Epsom RFC

Judo

Tuesdays: 3, 10, 17 and 24 November and 1 and 8 December
Ages nine to 10: 4pm-5pm

Ages 10 to 11: 5pm-6pm

Rainbow Leisure Centre

Delivered by Westcroft Judo Nork

Musical theatre - song and dance

Mondays: 9, 16, 23 and 30 November and 7 December, 4.30pm-6pm
Laine Theatre Arts

Delivered by Laine Theatre Arts

Scrapbooking
Wednesdays: 4, 11, 18 and 25 November and 2 and 9 December, 5pm-6pm
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Epsom Picturehouse
Delivered by Kate McBarron

Sing and Sign Choir

Fridays: 6, 13, 20 and 27 November and 4 and 11 December, 4.30pm-5.30pm
Council Chamber, Epsom Town Hall

Delivered by Include

Tennis

Sundays: 8, 15, 22 and 29 November and 6 and 13 December, 11.30am-12.30pm
Rainbow Leisure Centre

Delivered by Callum Macarty Tennis

Parents and carers can find further information and book through the council’s Young Legends webpage. Application
forms can also be completed at Epsom Town Hall during its opening hours.

Up to two activities may be selected for each child.
Questions can be sent to the council’s Community Development team at cdevelopment@epsom-ewell.gov.uk.

The council also offers an Access to Activity Bursary for eligible 12 to 15-year-olds and community football sessions for
children and young people aged 10 to 16. Details are available on its Getting Active webpage.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

A

New East Surrey Council calls for current SEND
plans

18 September 2026

Leading East Surrey councillors are calling on Surrey County Council to publish its plans to reform special educational
needs and disability (SEND) support across the county.

The Liberal Democrat-led shadow authority wants the county council to make public its three-year SEND Reform Plan to
allow for “wider transparency” over education.

East Surrey Council will assume responsibility for education across the county’s eastern boroughs from next April, when
Surrey County Council is abolished along with the 11 district councils.

However, until then, the county council remains responsible for school and SEND support across Surrey.

Councils across England have been called on to produce SEND Reform Plans to the Department for Education (DfE) - a
condition towards getting a 90 percent SEND deficit write-off.

While many councils have made these publicly available already, Surrey is among those keeping their draft plan under
wraps until it receives government approval.

But at a meeting of East Surrey shadow authority’s cabinet this week, councillors called for this document to be made
publicly available now.

The shadow authority’s children and youth services lead Councillor Ashley Tilling (Liberal Democrats: Walton South &
Oatlands) said that while cabinet members have seen the plan, the lack of publication means “there’s no wider
transparency of what that reform plan entails.”

He added: “We need to be engaging with schools, we need to be engaging with specialist support, we need to be showing
parents that we are transparent in what we’re doing going forward as East Surrey.”

[t came as cabinet members discussed Surrey County Council’s Experts at Hand grant - aimed at helping bolster the
specialist workforce to further help SEND provision.

East Surrey council leader Councillor Steve Wotton (Liberal Democrats: Horley West, Salfords & Sidlow) agreed that his
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cabinet should request the plan’s publication by Surrey County Council.
“It would be in alignment with our commitment to be a transparent council from when we take this on,” he said.

These calls were echoed by Liberal Democrat MP for Dorking and Horley Chris Coghlan, who said: “It’s egregious that
Surrey haven't yet published their draft local SEND Reform Plan, despite around 40 other local authorities sharing theirs.

“This is vital for transparency for countless worried parents and helping tackle the SEND crisis in Surrey.”

Education news outlet Schools Week has reported that 40 draft SEND Reform Plans have been published across England
so far.

However, there is no legal obligation on councils to do so at this stage, and many authorities have opted to wait for DfE
approval before making them publicly available.

East Surrey opposition leader Councillor David Lewis (Conservative: Cobham & Oxshott South) told the Local Democracy
Reporting Service: “The East Surrey Conservative Group understands that as with many other local authorities, Surrey
County Council is currently awaiting feedback from the Department for Education on its SEND reform plans.

“The Conservatives are reassured that the council remains committed to transparency and welcome its commitment to
publish the plans as soon as the necessary approval is received from the DfE.

“The East Surrey Conservatives understand that Surrey County Council looks forward to sharing further details with
residents and stakeholders at the earliest opportunity.”

A Surrey County Council spokesperson said: “Like many other local authorities, we are currently awaiting feedback from
the Department for Education on our SEND reform plans.

“We remain committed to transparency and will publish our plans as soon as we receive the necessary approval from the
DfE.

“We look forward to sharing further details with residents and stakeholders at the earliest opportunity.”
James Moules Local Democracy Reporter

Image: East Surrey shadow council meet Ashley Tilling and Epsom and Ewell LibDem Cllr Julian Freeman to his left.
Credit Elmbridge Council

UK’s “first and only” craft museum in Surrey open
day

18 September 2026

One of Surrey’s most important buildings, and the UK’s ‘first and only’ craft museum, is to host a special event to show
off the vital restoration work going into saving the historic Grade I site.

Wilmer House in Farnham was allowed to fall into disrepair, but in March 2023 benefited from £700,000 in Arts Council
funding to carry out essential repairs to its Georgian home in West Street.

It was soon discovered that the problems ran much deeper and a further £700,000 was needed to repair decaying
brickwork, collapsing windows, and eroded mortar joints, as well as the visible cracking throughout.

Waverley Borough Council, which has a legal duty to maintain the building, has stepped in to fill the funding gap but, to
rally support within the community for the project, is hosting an open day at the Farnham Museum.

Councillor Kika Mirylees, Waverley Borough Council’s community services portfolio holder, said: “Willmer House is a
building of enormous historical and cultural significance to Farnham.

“We are delighted to invite residents to join us for what promises to be a fascinating evening of discussion and discovery.

“The event offers a unique opportunity to hear directly from experts involved in heritage conservation and to learn more
about the exciting restoration plans for this much-loved landmark.”

The free event is part of the council’s “every brick counts” campaign that offers residents the opportunity to contribute to
the preservation.

The council said the building uses gauged brickwork, one of the most expensive building methods often seen on the finest
buildings around the world.
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The free open event takes place on Monday September 14 2026 and will be hosted jointly by the council and The Farnham
Society from 7.30pm to 9pm.

It will feature a panel including representatives from Arts Council England, The National Lottery Heritage Fund,
conservation consultant Graham Abrey, historic brick conservator Emma Simpson MBE, and local historian and author Dr
Roy Waight.

Simon Bradbury, vice chairman of The Farnham Society, said: “The Farnham Society has been campaigning to preserve
Farnham'’s heritage since 1911.

“Willmer House, as a Georgian town house, is an important part of that heritage.

“Coming out of the wealth generated from the hop trade, Willmer House is a Grade I listed building, noted in particular
for its brickwork, rated as one of the finest examples of Georgian brickwork in the country.”

The event is free to attend, but places should be booked in advance.
Chris Caulfield Local Democracy Reporter

Related reports:

Farnham Museum repairs hitting £2M

Image: Wilmer House, West Street, Farnham (image WBC)

Surrey help with school uniform costs

18 September 2026

-

Families experiencing financial hardship across Surrey will receive additional support with the cost of sending their
children back to school this year, thanks to funding from Surrey County Council’s Crisis and Resilience Fund.

Surrey County Council has awarded over £100k to local children’s charity Stripey Stork to expand its already successful
School Days scheme, helping more families access essential school items including non-branded uniform items, shoes,
trainers, PE kits and school bags. This is additional funding to complement the many donations already made by local
families, schools/PTAs and communities, that enable continued support throughout the school year by Stripey Stork.

The funding comes from the £7.1 million UK Government-funded Crisis and Resilience Fund, which is designed to help
residents facing immediate financial difficulties and build longer-term resilience programmes. Families will be able to
access this support via the Crisis Payments scheme and through existing trusted referral networks including schools,
social workers, health visitors, Citizens Advice, domestic abuse services and local charities.

Back-to-school costs can place significant pressure on household budgets, particularly for families already struggling with
the rising cost of living. The expanded scheme will ensure that more children can start the new school year with the
clothing and equipment they need to learn and thrive.

In 2025, Stripey Stork supported 7,503 children from 4,116 Surrey families via it’s Schools Days programme.

This funding will help Stripey Stork fill the gaps in the good quality pre-loved school items donated by the community,
ensuring every child receives a complete bundle of everything they need to start the school year. It also provides the
infrastructure needed to collect, store, sort, pack and distribute these items efficiently, enabling the charity to support
around 8,500 children across Surrey over the next 12 months.

Nicola Dawes Deputy Lieutenant, Chief Executive at Stripey Stork said: “Every child deserves to arrive at school
feeling confident, included and ready to learn. Our School Days programme is one of the most valued services we provide
because we see the difference it makes, not just to children but to whole families.

“We know from our partners that without this support many families would simply go without essential school items or be
forced into debt to buy them. Three quarters told us the support has a significant impact on children’s wellbeing and
sense of inclusion, while more than 80% said it improves school engagement and attendance. Perhaps most importantly,
over 90% said it reduces the stress and worry parents are carrying.

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
4


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/chris-caulfield
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/farnham-museum-repairs-hitting-2m
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-help-with-school-uniform-costs
https://news.comms.surreycc.info/0076784BDF25B9ED3DB0F02B3AD6977A6CBD544852B06447086988816075EEC3/5082AD452E806ED87F25619A50A8AB62/LE35

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

22nd October 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

“We’'re grateful to Surrey County Council for this investment. Combined with the generosity of our local community, who
donate good quality pre-loved items each year, this funding means we can make sure thousands more children across
Surrey have the practical items they need to attend school with confidence.”

Councillor Mark Nuti, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Health and Communities said: “By investing
over £100k through the Crisis and Resilience Fund, we’re helping Stripey Stork reach even more families across Surrey
with practical support at a time when it is needed most. This partnership is making a tangible difference to children and
young people, helping ensure they have the essentials they need to succeed at school while easing the burden on
household budgets.

“The Crisis and Resilience Fund is about much more than responding to immediate need. This three-year funding allows
us to work with our voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise partners to develop long-term support programmes
that help residents become more financially resilient, reduce reliance on crisis services and achieve their full potential.
Together, we are creating opportunities for people to regain stability, independence and to thrive in the future.”

About the Crisis and Resilience Fund

The Crisis and Resilience Fund is a 3 year funded programme funded by the UK Government and currently administered
by Surrey County Council. It supports residents facing financial hardship by providing immediate crisis assistance while
also helping individuals and families build longer-term resilience and independence. The fund works through partnerships
with local voluntary, community and faith sector organisations to deliver targeted support, including food, household
essentials, energy assistance, financial advice. Crisis and Resilience Fund - Surrey County Council

Surrey County Council
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£125,000 for Surrey schools to tackle the impact of
climate change

18 September 2026

Surrey County Council is investing a further £125,000 to help schools across the county adapt to the growing impacts of
climate change.

Schools can apply for grants of between £5,000 to £10,000 to install climate resilient measures such as green walls,
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) planters, shading structures and tree planting, supported by expert guidance from
the council to ensure value for money.

Last year, £120,000 was awarded to 21 schools, in addition to Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary
School each receiving around £17,000 to deliver more comprehensive interventions and share best practice.

Surrey continues to lead nationally on environmental education, with more Eco-Schools Green Flag awards than any other
county in England for the third year running. All participating schools will be encouraged to work towards this
accreditation and embed sustainability across their curriculum.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Environment and Planning said: “We know that our
climate is changing and seasons are becoming more extreme, this is something we all witnessed during the recent
heatwave. It’s important we support schools to adapt to these changes and make sure children are able to learn and thrive
at school. By offering further grant funding to schools, not only are we helping schools be more climate resilient but we
are inspiring the next generation of environmental leaders.”

Rona Mackie, Headteacher at Guildford Grove Primary School said: “We needed to respond to the fact the climate
is changing and we’ve been really lucky as a school to benefit from working with Surrey County Council. They have
worked with us to think about areas around our school that we could develop and it will have such an impact on our
school, the current pupils and future generations.”

Helyn Clack, Cabinet Member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning said: “It’s fantastic that we are
offering Surrey schools the opportunity again to apply for this funding to enable them to make adaptations and
improvements in light of the impacts of climate change. I'd encourage schools to apply and look at the improvements
Guildford Grove Primary School and Town Farm Primary School implemented earlier this year to see the benefits they
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The deadline for applications is 31 July 2026. Schools can find out more and apply on the Together for Surrey website.
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Surrey tech pioneers get £25k boost in start-up
drive

18 September 2026
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Surrey’s emerging tech entrepreneurs have been given a significant boost after more than 30 early-stage innovators
completed the first cohort of a new county-wide startup programme.

Surrey Venture Studios (SVS), a business growth initiative backed by the University of Surrey and partners, has
supported participants through workshops, mentoring and pitching opportunities aimed at turning early ideas into viable
technology businesses. The programme offers selected founders £25,000 in funding alongside six months of expert
support to help launch and scale their ventures.

First cohort builds momentum

Organisers say the inaugural cohort brought together a diverse range of innovators working across multiple sectors, all
benefiting from access to experienced mentors and investors. Participants attended intensive workshops designed to
refine ideas and prepare them for pitching to expert panels.

Ody Bassioukas, manager of Surrey Venture Studios, said the programme had already demonstrated how quickly ideas
could develop with the right support: “It’s been incredibly energising to see just how much progress can happen in a
matter of days... ideas gaining clarity, confidence building, and new pathways starting to take shape.”

Among those taking part was Elizabeth Baldwin, founder of Puzzle Proof, a digital system aimed at supporting survivors of
domestic abuse. She said the programme had helped validate her idea and encouraged her to take it forward.

Industry figures have also backed the initiative. lain Jamieson, chairman of the S100 Angel Investment Club, described
the programme as “exactly the kind of support that is needed” to help new entrepreneurs succeed.

Applications open for next round

Following the success of the first cohort, applications are now open for a second intake, with a deadline of 8 May and
workshops scheduled for June.

The programme is open to people living, working or studying in Surrey and includes an initial two-day workshop and
pitching process, with successful applicants progressing to the funded accelerator stage.

Caroline Fleming, director of the Surrey Innovation District ecosystem at the University of Surrey, encouraged
prospective applicants to come forward: “This is your opportunity to realise your tech entrepreneur ambition, supported
by our world-class innovation ecosystem.”

Addressing a gap in startup support

Surrey Venture Studios has been developed in collaboration with Royal Holloway and the University for the Creative Arts,
alongside Surrey County Council, to address what organisers describe as a longstanding gap in support for very early-
stage innovators.

By combining funding, mentoring and structured development, the programme aims to help bridge the gap between
concept and commercial readiness for new technology businesses.

A webinar for prospective applicants is scheduled for 21 April, offering further information on how the scheme works and
how to apply.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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£200 sports bursary launched for Epsom & Ewell
teenagers

18 September 2026

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council has launched a new bursary scheme aimed at helping young people overcome financial
barriers to taking part in sport.

The “Access to Activity” bursary offers up to £200 to help cover the cost of sports club memberships, subscriptions and
match fees for 12-15-year-olds living in the borough. It is open to families where children receive free school meals, or
where parents or guardians receive Universal Credit, as well as those with care experience.

Applications will open on Monday 30 March 2026 and run until 31 December 2026, or until the available funding has been
allocated.

The council says the scheme forms part of its Health and Wellbeing Strategy, which aims to increase physical activity and
reduce health inequalities locally. A range of local sports clubs are expected to take part, with more invited to join
throughout the year.

Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community & Wellbeing Committee, said: “We know that for many families, the
cost of taking part in sport can be a real obstacle. By helping to ease financial pressures, the Access to Activity bursary
can help ensure 12-15-year-olds can take part in a sport they enjoy, feel included and thrive.”

He added that the scheme builds on the council’s earlier “Young Legends” programme, extending support to older
children while continuing efforts to boost confidence, skills and social connections through sport.

How the scheme works

Eligible applicants must first arrange a taster session with a participating sports club. If they wish to continue, they then
complete a council application form, after which the council will confirm next steps.
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The grant is a one-off payment, with priority given to residents who have not received similar council funding for physical
activity in the past five years. Successful applicants will then enrol directly with their chosen club.

The council notes that awards are discretionary, with no right of appeal for unsuccessful applications, and may be closed
early if demand exceeds available funding.

Local sports clubs and community organisations are also encouraged to signpost eligible families to the scheme as part of
a wider effort to increase participation in sport among young people in Epsom & Ewell.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Image: Lake Point Orthodontics CC licence

Fennies Epsom Continues To Support Local
Families As Demand For Quality Childcare Grows

18 September 2026

Established Fennies nursery on 1a Hook Road, Epsom, KT19 8TH, strengthens its role in the community while a new
Fennies setting opens nearby in Cheam.

For families across Epsom, access to reliable, high-quality Early Years education remains one of the most important
decisions in the early stages of parenthood. At Fennies Epsom, Hook Road, that responsibility is one the team takes
seriously. Over recent years, the nursery has become a familiar and trusted presence within the local community,
supporting working parents while providing a nurturing environment where children can build confidence and a strong
foundation for learning.

Situated on Hook Road, the nursery is designed to nurture every stage of a child’s development. Children aged three
months to five years can explore carefully curated rooms, including:

- Two Explorers rooms, with dedicated milk kitchen and nappy change areas
- One Discoverers Room designed to encourage independence
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- One Creators room with dedicated reading areas

- One Inventors room with free-flow garden access

- A dedicated studio space for young chefs and budding artists to explore
- A vibrant outdoor space that encourages curiosity and creativity

Fennies Epsom follows a child-led approach, giving children the freedom to explore their interests while building
independence and essential life skills. Families are invited to make the most of communal spaces such as the Parent
Room, while practical touches like on-site buggy parking make everyday routines easier.

At the heart of the nursery’s approach is a carefully considered curriculum designed to reflect both the needs of modern
families and the curiosity of young children. Practitioners at Fennies Epsom, Hook Road focus on creating meaningful
learning experiences that feel engaging and relevant, balancing structured opportunities with space for children to
explore their own interests. The emphasis is on nurturing adaptable, confident individuals who feel secure in their
environment and excited about learning.

“Blending child-led exploration with purposeful guidance, the curriculum celebrates imagination, critical thinking,
emotional intelligence, and STEM-inspired discovery,” said Eleanor Richfield, Head of Education at Fennies. “It empowers
children to communicate confidently and adapt to change, supporting children to enjoy the now whilst developing the
lifelong skills they need to thrive.”

Fennies Nurseries is also proud to announce the opening of its newest setting just 15 minutes down the road in Cheam.
Fennies Cheam marks the group’s 25th nursery, continuing more than three decades of delivering outstanding early
learning experiences across London, Surrey, Kent, Middlesex and Berkshire.

With its passionate team, inspiring spaces and a focus on each child’s individual journey, Fennies Cheam is ready to help
families in the area feel supported and inspired every day. Located at 91 Worcester Road, Sutton, SM2 6QL, the nursery is
accessible for busy, commuting parents.

“The garden at Fennies Cheam is amazing, and so much natural light fills the building,” said Emma Carrington, Nursery
Manager at Fennies Cheam. “We have lots of new resources, and the dedicated studio space will be a fantastic learning
environment for the children.”

To learn more about Fennies Cheam, book a tour, or register your interest by contacting enquiries@fennies.com.
Sponsored article Fennies Nurseries

Photo: Fennies Nursery in Hook Road Epsom

Ewell school goes safe streets ahead

18 September 2026

Danetree Primary School in Ewell is set to benefit from a School Street from May 2026, aimed at reducing air pollution
and improving road safety during the busiest times of the day.

Danetree Road, Danetree Close, Oakhurst Road and a portion of Chessington Road will be open to pedestrians, cyclists
and wheelers only between 8:00am and 9:00am and 2.30pm to 3.45pm, Monday to Friday during school term time.
Exemptions will apply for residents, carers, school transport and blue badge holders accessing the school.

The move follows the successful rollout of the county’s first School Street at Farnham Heath End School in April 2025,
where there has already been a 62 per cent reduction in cars entering and exiting the road. In the week before the
scheme was introduced, 1,227 vehicles were recorded turning in or out of Bullers Road at school drop-off and pick-up
times, compared to 470 once the scheme was in place.

Potters Gate Church of England Primary School in Farnham was the second school to benefit from the School Streets
programme.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said: “By restricting motor vehicle access
during peak times of the day, we can create safer, healthier and more pleasant environments for everyone walking,
cycling and scooting to school. I'm delighted with the positive results we have already seen in Farnham and am pleased
we are able to roll the scheme out further. School Streets are a key part of our overall programme to improve road safety,
promote more sustainable school travel and reduce air pollution around schools. We're investing £3m to improve road
safety and encourage more walking, cycling and wheeling. We're also continuing to deliver Feet First walking training
and Bikeability cycling training to provide lifelong road safety skills for Surrey’s school children.”
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For more information about School Streets in Surrey, visit the county council’s website.
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Photo: Danetree Road. Danetree Road, West Ewell, just outside of Danetree Junior School Tony Grant. Licence details

Hope courted in new Surrey school for extra needs

18 September 2026

The official opening of Hopescourt School in Walton-on-Thames marks a new chapter for children with additional needs in
Surrey. The Lord Lieutenant of Surrey joined pupils, staff, Bourne Education Trust, project partners and the Leader of
Surrey County Council to celebrate the opening of a school designed to give children the support, stability and
opportunities they need to thrive.

Hopescourt School will ultimately provide 200 specialist places for autistic pupils and children with communication and
interaction needs by 2029. For many families, the new school means shorter journeys and stronger connections to their
local community, ensuring children can learn and grow in an environment that feels safe, familiar and supportive.

With the first cohort of pupils already settling into their new learning environment, the school will continue to expand
over the coming years, strengthening Surrey’s local specialist education offer. It forms a key part of Surrey County
Council’s commitment to increasing high quality specialist provision close to home, helping more children access the right
support without needing to travel long distances.

The opening event brought together students, families, Surrey County Council, Bourne Education Trust, construction
partners Willmott Dixon and many others whose expertise and dedication have helped bring this new school to life.

The Lord Lieutenant of Surrey, Michael More-Molyneux, said: “I was so pleased to be present to celebrate the opening of
Hopescourt School. Never having visited the new building, I was immediately taken with its design. For members of the
teaching team, it was obvious that they were very enthusiastic about their new school. The pupils, it should be said, were
equally enthusiastic about their new place of learning. It is a facility that is certainly needed in Surrey, and I send my
congratulations to all concerned for the building of this most impressive centre of education.”

Surrey County Council’s investment of nearly £30 million to build the school reflects its long-term ambition to give
children and young people with additional needs the best possible start. The expansion of specialist provision is a core aim
of Surrey’s Inclusion and Additional Needs Partnership Strategy 2023-2026, ensuring children receive the right support
where and when they need it.

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, highlighted the life-changing impact this new school will have on children
and young people and their families: “Hopescourt School is a symbol of what can be achieved when partners work
together with a shared vision, creating a school that is inclusive, sustainable, and truly life-changing for Surrey children
and their families.”

Hopescourt is also Surrey’s first Net Zero Carbon in operation specialist free school, combining sustainability with child-
centred design. Specially designed spaces support the school’s ethos of ‘pause, breathe, think and flourish’, ensuring a
calm and nurturing environment for pupils aged 4 to 19.

Richard Poulter, Managing Director at Willmott Dixon, highlighted the lasting impact of the project: “Delivering Surrey’s
first Net Zero in Operation school reflects our joint commitment to sustainability and community impact. This school will
provide much needed specialist places and support generations of young people.”

The project is the result of close collaboration between Willmott Dixon, Surrey County Council, the school, Bourne
Education Trust, Freemantles School, AtkinsRealis and many other partners. In particular, the dedication and expertise of
the council’s Land & Property Capital Projects team and construction partners Willmott Dixon ensured the successful
delivery of a school built around the needs of children.

Andy Field, Chair of Bourne Education Trust, reflected on the collective achievement: “Hopescourt stands as a powerful
example of partnership in action. This school demonstrates what can be achieved when organisations come together with
a shared purpose: to create exceptional, inclusive opportunities for young people. With these fabulous new facilities and
excellent staff serving our children, we now have the opportunity to build a thriving school at the heart of the community
with the aim of becoming one of the best special schools in the country.”
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Acting Headteacher, Nicky Meston, paid tribute to the dedication of the Hopescourt staff and the excitement of the school
community: “I am incredibly proud of our team and the way they champion our pupils every single day. Today isn’t just
about opening a building, it’s about opening doors to opportunity, belonging, and the very best start in life.”

Hopescourt School embodies the council’s vision for inclusive, high-quality and community-anchored provision, delivering
sustainable support and improving outcomes for children and families across Surrey.

Surrey County Council

@
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Surrey to create 220 SEND places

18 September 2026

Surrey will press ahead with two long-planned specialist free schools but councillors have admitted the plans will still
leave “significant” gaps in provision.

The scheme will unlock £16.14m of government cash to create at least 220 new SEND places.

Cabinet members agreed to move forward with the Department for Education-funded delivery of Betchwood Vale
Academy (180 places) and Frimley Oak Academy (170 places), rather than take a combined £18.9m cash alternative to
build provision themselves.

At the same time the Surrey County Council will accept £8.1m, in place of a third planned SEMH free school, and use the
money to create 150 places through other local projects.

The decisions are aimed at tackling mounting pressure on Surrey’s specialist system, where public special schools are
running at 103 per cent capacity.

Cllr Helyn Clack, cabinet member for Children, Families and Lifelong Learning, said the move would “accelerate projects
that directly benefit Surrey families within months, not years”.

She told the meeting: “We know families can face long delays, longer journeys and too many children placed in
independent settings, often far from home, simply because we do not yet have the places available locally.”

Scrutiny members warned that the expansion will not fully solve the problem. Cllr Catherine Powell, chair of the
children’s select committee, told cabinet there is a current shortfall of more than 120 autism (ASD) places in West Surrey
alone.

She urged the authority to publish clearer mapping of unmet need, including where children are still waiting for
placements and where non-maintained independent (NMI) schools are being used.

“There is a clear shortage of special school places and SEND units today in Surrey,” she said, adding that the new
projects “do not address all of the current unmet need which is still significantly higher in the West”.

Councillors acknowledged that even with the additional 220 places funded through the High Needs Provision Capital
Allocation, plus the 350 places from the two free schools, “significant numbers” of children will still be without local
specialist provision.

Council leader Tim Oliver said while the SEND expansion would not “fill all our gaps”, it was vital to proceed with
deliverable projects now.

“We absolutely need to get on with as many of these projects as we possibly can, to create 350 new places is desperately
needed, and even that will leave a significant number of children without a place,” he said.

The 220 places are expected to come forward through a mix of expanded special schools, new units in mainstream
settings and alternative provision projects. The council says priority has been given to schemes that can open for
September 2026.

The backdrop is sustained growth in Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and heavy reliance on independent
placements, which are typically more expensive and often outside the county. Expanding state-maintained provision is
seen as key to reducing those costs and meeting Surrey’s “safety valve” agreement with the DfE to contain its SEND
deficit.

Geography remains a sticking point. While overall provision is broadly aligned with population split between East and
West Surrey, members accepted that unmet need, particularly for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), is currently greater
in the West. Leaders said the £8.1m accepted in lieu of the cancelled Social Emotional Mental Health (SEMH) free school
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would be ring-fenced while further site work is carried out.
The council must formally notify the Department for Education of its decision on the free schools by the end of the week.
Emily Dalton LDRS
Related reports:
Government comes to Surrey’s SEND rescue
Surrey SEND place surge - is it enough?
Epsom and Ewell MP calls for SEND action
Image Surrey County Council HQ, Woodhatch Place on Cockshot Hill, Reigate. Credit Surrey County Council

Surrey wasting education in primary schools

18 September 2026
e———

Surrey County Council (SCC) has launched the Surrey Schools Waste Engagement Grant Scheme for primary schools in
the county. Through the scheme, SCC will support schools to educate their children and the wider community about waste
reduction and recycling.

The funding, which will be spread across the county, can be used to develop and deliver projects that may contribute to
educating children and families on:

The impact and importance of recycling.

The impact of putting items that can’t be recycled into recycling bins.

How to dispose of different types of waste correctly, including which items should be recycled, either via home recycling
bins, council recycling collections, community recycling centres or non-council recycling schemes, and which items should
go in rubbish bins.

Food waste.

Clothing, textile and electrical waste.

The Waste Hierarchy.

Waste reduction, reuse and repair.

Schools that complete waste projects will also be given funding to contribute to or deliver projects that improve the
environment of their school for the benefit of pupils.

Natalie Bramhall, SCC’s Cabinet Member for Property, Waste and Infrastructure, said: “I'm pleased to announce the
launch of the Surrey Schools Waste Engagement Grant Scheme and look forward to seeing as many primary schools as
possible apply for funding. By helping schools educate children about their responsibilities now, Surrey County Council’s
scheme aims to create sustainable citizens and recyclers of the future.”

Waste is a key area in which residents can take direct action to help fight climate change. When residents reduce waste
and recycle right, there are benefits for the environment. Fewer resources are used up creating new materials and fewer
harmful emissions are made during resource production. There are also benefits for other council services as waste
disposal is expensive for councils; reducing waste and increasing recycling saves councils money.

The window for schools to apply for a grant opens on Monday 23 February and closes on Wednesday 25 March 2026.

To find out more information and to apply for funding, schools should visit the Together for Surrey website page on the
Surrey Schools Waste Engagement Grant Scheme.
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