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Surrey schools not out for so long in summer?
2 December 2024

Surrey County Council is looking at possible changes to school holidays. 

A consultation has been launched on whether the county council should switch to a two-week half term break in the
autumn – and is asking for families to give their feedback before making a decision.

About one in ten state-funded schools have already made the switch, including some in Surrey.

It has led some families facing added challenges when term times at different schools are not aligned.

If the switch to a two-week autumn half term break goes ahead, the added five days would be clawed back from the
summer break, although the council said it would look to minimise this reduction “where there are opportunities to
recover days through the natural positioning of bank holidays during the Christmas and Easter breaks”.

The consultation letter sent to parents read: “We are seeking to understand the views of all stakeholders in determining
our future approach to term dates and if there is any appetite for change. 

“This will enable the council, schools and multi-academy trusts to work in partnership to set term dates with an aim for
more consistency for schools, school staff, and families.

“We acknowledge that there may be strong views on either side of this question, but we feel it is right and responsible to
seek those opinions at a time when we are seeing movement towards a longer October half term by some schools. 

“The combined responses from education settings, families and partners will help inform our approach to term dates for
the 2026/27 academic year onwards.

“If it is determined that there is significant appetite for change, the council will adopt a two-week autumn half term break
from the 2026/2027 academic year at the earliest.”

The survey runs until the end of the year, and closes at 5pm on Tuesday December 31 2024.

The school year would still be 195 days, including the five inset training days for staff.

Local Plan lessons from our neighbour?
2 December 2024

“Four more years?” is the resounding cry after a Surrey council has been moved back to square one with its plan for 8,000
new homes, potentially at a cost of £1m.

Local plans are a crucial framework for councils as they set out where and what type of development is allowed in the
borough. Without one, developers effectively have a free-for-all to build where they wish and the council could struggle to
defend it.

A planning inspector told Elmbridge Borough Council (EBC) in September to reconsider its local plan, especially to
increase the number of affordable housing. Despite asking for a 12-15 month extension to straighten out its plan, after six
years working on the proposals, the council was given a firm ‘no’ by the inspector.

Christa Masters, the independent planning inspector, judged that Elmbridge could not prove it had five years’ worth of
housing for residents.  The inspector has also labelled the borough – which includes Cobham, St George’s Hill  and
Weybridge – as one of the “least affordable in the country”.

The two choices in front of the council are to withdraw the plan and start again, or accept the inspector’s findings of the
report being ‘unsound’ and leave the borough open to speculative development. A report will be presented to the council
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in February 2025 for the council to decide.

“It  is  clear to us that  building new homes is  not  this  government’s  priority,”  a  statement read from three senior
councillors. They said: “Instead, it seems intent on forcing Elmbridge Borough Council and our residents to restart the
lengthy 3-4 year process of developing a new Local Plan, with the significant additional costs (potentially £1million) this
will bring to the council.”

Council leader Mike Rollings, deputy leader Simon Waugh, and leader of Hinchley Wood Residents’ Association Janet
Turner, who wrote the statement, said they have been left with no choice by the government than to start again.

A Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government spokesperson said the decision was up to an independent
inspector who found the council’s plan ‘unsound’. They said:“We are in a housing crisis and all areas of the country need
to play their part in building more and delivering the homes that communities need. We want to see every council have a
local plan as soon as possible, but it is for an independent Inspector to examine a local plan to ensure it is sound and
legally compliant.”

But not everyone has been so forgiving of the update on the Local Plan. Cllr John Cope, leader of the Conservative
opposition on the council, said: “It’s now clear years of work and millions of pounds of local people’s money have gone
down the drain – and an acute shortage of affordable housing allowed in Elmbridge.”

He added that the borough will “have to accept the Labour government’s 121% increase in top-down development targets
meaning a huge loss of green belt and loss of local democratic control of planning – but with no new roads, GPs, or
schools to support the development.”

Dr Ben Spencer MP (Runnymede and Weybridge) and Cllr Cope have also written a joint letter to Planning Minister
Matthew Pennycook MP, urging him to review the situation. The pair ask him to grant the council an extension “so this
can be resolved with minimal further financial drain on the council’s resources”.

In the letter, Dr Spencer and Cllr Cope also requested for Elmbridge residents to “not pay the consequences” of the failed
Local Plan through “higher council tax and reduced local services”.

“As a Council, we have done everything right,” said Cllr Rollings, speaking to the Local Democracy Reporting Service
(LDRS). He said the council has worked to prepare a Local Plan “that meets its responsibilities” but the government has
“have constantly changed and shifted the goalposts”. He explained that mandatory housing targets have kept replacing
each other and national planning policy is constantly being tweaked.

Cllr Rollings said: “As a Council leadership we will continue to work for the best outcomes for our residents. And we will
do everything we can to protect the green spaces we all love.”

Ewell village set to improve
2 December 2024

Earlier  this  month  Epsom and  Ewell  Borough  councillors  met  to  agree  their  contribution  of  £1.25m Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding toward the Ewell Village improvement project. This funding will match the £1.35m that
Surrey County Council have committed to the project.

This is an important milestone for the Ewell Village project and will ensure the improvements go ahead as planned in
2026.  The  improvements,  which  include  the  introduction  of  new pedestrian  crossings,  greenery,  improvements  to
footways and the public realm and a 20mph speed limit in the village, aim to improve safety along the High Street and
make Ewell a great place to live, work and visit.

The plans were finalised earlier this year, following several public exhibitions and an online engagement, in which over
1400 responses were received from local people. The results of the engagement helped decide the way forward and plans
were approved by Surrey County Council’s Infrastructure Board and Capital Programme Panel in August.

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, Surrey County Council said, “It’s great
news that Epsom and Ewell Borough Council have agreed their funding contribution to this important project. Now that
all necessary funding is in place, we are in a good position to deliver this work as planned in 2026. Delivering these
improvements to Ewell Village will bring about much needed safety enhancements to the High Street, whilst still allowing
vehicle access. We know this was important for many local people and believe the plans deliver necessary change, whilst
reflecting what the community want in their village.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/ewell-village-set-to-improve
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Councillor Clive Woodbridge, Chair of the Community and Wellbeing Committee, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said:
“I’m very  pleased  that  we  can  support  this  substantial  infrastructure  project  which  will  hugely  benefit  residents,
businesses, and visitors to Ewell Village.

This project shows partnership working at its best. I would like to thank Surrey County Council for working so diligently
with our residents and businesses to ensure that the planned improvements are tailored to their needs, and that Ewell
Village maintains its unique, and historical, characteristics for many years to come, whilst improving accessibility and
safety throughout the village.”

What cuts to Surrey County Council  services are
you prepared for?
2 December 2024

Surrey County Council has unveiled its draft budget for the upcoming financial year and is calling on residents to share
their views through a public consultation.

As councils nationwide grapple with severe financial pressures, Surrey remains confident in its ability to set a balanced
budget. However, making difficult decisions will be essential to ensure long-term sustainability of vital services.

The proposed budget outlines crucial investments in areas such as specialist care services, special education provision,
road maintenance, and transport improvements. Public feedback will help shape these priorities.

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council, stated:

“Councils across the UK are facing unprecedented financial challenges, and while Surrey benefits from a stable budget
position, we are not immune to these pressures. “Our key services – including social care, children’s services, and
highways maintenance – are experiencing rising demand, escalating costs, and reduced funding. The demand on services
in Surrey is particularly high, and it’s critical that the government addresses this by providing sufficient funding in the
upcoming finance settlement.

“We are committed to supporting the residents who need us most and delivering essential services that people rely on
every day. Achieving this requires cost reduction where feasible, alongside transforming how we operate and exploring
innovative ways to deliver services effectively. “We need your input to guide these decisions. Please participate in this
consultation – understanding your priorities is essential.”

The draft budget, approved at a recent Cabinet meeting, aligns with the four priority objectives set out in the council’s
Organisation Strategy 2023-2028. To balance the books while delivering essential services, the council has identified
£57 million in efficiencies. Public feedback will help refine how these savings are implemented.

Residents are encouraged to share their thoughts through the consultation survey, which takes no more than 10 minutes
to complete and can be submitted anonymously.

The survey is open until 11:59 PM on Tuesday, 31 December 2024. Feedback from this phase will contribute to the
final budget report, which is set to be published in January 2025.

To participate, visit Surrey County Council’s website.

HOW YOUR COUNCIL TAX IS SPENT:

In Epsom and Ewell, Council Tax contributions are distributed among three authorities: Surrey County Council, Surrey
Police, and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council. For every £1 of Council Tax paid:

Surrey County Council receives 76p.
Surrey Police receives 14p.
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council receives 10p.

For the fiscal year 2024/25, the total Council Tax for a Band D property in Epsom and Ewell is £2,308.34, allocated as
follows:

Surrey County Council: £1,758.60
Surrey Police: £323.57
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council: £226.17

Allocation of Funds:

Surrey County Council utilizes its share to fund services such as:

Education

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/what-cuts-to-surrey-county-council-services-are-you-prepared-for
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/what-cuts-to-surrey-county-council-services-are-you-prepared-for
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk
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Social services
Highways and transportation
Libraries
Public health
Waste disposal

Surrey Police allocates its portion to:

Maintain law and order
Crime prevention
Community policing
Emergency response services

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council uses its share to provide services including:

Waste and recycling collection
Maintenance of parks and open spaces
Housing services
Planning and development control
Environmental health
Leisure and cultural services, such as the Epsom Playhouse and Bourne Hall

Epsom SEND case highlights a national problem
2 December 2024

A shocking case of systemic failure by Surrey County Council (SCC) has brought renewed attention to the challenges
faced by families of children with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). After nearly two years of delays and
inadequate support, the Mayle family from Epsom has finally secured a suitable school placement for their 7-year-old son,
Joshua. However, the damage caused by SCC’s inaction is undeniable—and emblematic of a national crisis.

A National Struggle for SEND Support

Joshua’s case, while devastating, is far from unique. Across England, families are grappling with a SEND system under
unprecedented strain. The number of children with EHCPs has surged by 77% since 2015, a rise that local authorities
nationwide are struggling to accommodate. Against this backdrop, funding for SEND services has not kept pace, creating
a perfect storm of unmet needs, prolonged delays, and rising parental frustration.

The Local Government Association (LGA) reported earlier this year that councils are grappling with a national SEND
funding gap of over £1.9 billion. Without urgent intervention, local authorities warn that they will be unable to meet their
statutory duties under the Children and Families Act 2014.

Surrey’s Struggles in Context

Surrey County Council has seen a sharp rise in demand, with the number of children requiring EHCPs rising from 10,000
in 2017 to around 15,000 today. In response, the council has committed £240 million to SEND provision, promising 6,000
new specialist  school  places  and additional  support  within  mainstream schools.  Yet,  progress  has  been slow,  and
communication failures continue to erode parental trust.

Helen Maguire, MP for Epsom and Ewell, who intervened in Joshua’s case, said:

“It is a sad day when a family in such dire straits has to approach their MP on an issue that should have been addressed
much earlier by the local County Council. No family should have to escalate matters this far, especially when their child’s
needs are at stake. The voice of parents MUST be listened to, and while I am relieved that Joshua has finally received the
education and support he deserves, it is deeply troubling that it took this long for the Council to act.”

“This case highlights systemic failures within Surrey County Council’s SEND services. Urgent reform is needed to
prevent other children from suffering in the same way.”

Surrey’s  challenges  are  reflected  across  the  country.  In  some  areas,  families  report  waiting  months—sometimes

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-send-case-highlights-a-national-problem
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years—for EHCPs to be approved, with many forced to take local authorities to tribunal to secure adequate support.
Nationally, tribunals have increased by 80% since 2016, with parents overwhelmingly winning cases against councils,
further highlighting systemic issues.

The Role of Central Government

Local authorities are not solely to blame. Reductions in central government funding have left councils stretched thin, with
many struggling to recruit and retain qualified staff to meet rising demand. The LGA has called for an urgent review of
SEND funding,  warning  that  councils  are  increasingly  using  general  education  budgets  to  plug  the  gaps,  putting
additional strain on mainstream schools.

The Department for Education (DfE) recently announced a SEND and Alternative Provision Improvement Plan, promising
£2.6 billion in capital funding to create new school places and improve existing facilities. However, critics argue that the
funding is insufficient to address the scale of the problem.

Paul Whiteman, General Secretary of the National Association of Head Teachers, warned earlier this year:

“The government’s SEND review is a missed opportunity to address the systemic underfunding of support for children
with additional needs. Families and schools need real solutions, not sticking plasters.”

The Human Cost of Delays

For families like the Mayles, the impact of these systemic failings is profound. Joshua, once a bright and independent
child, has regressed significantly due to delays in accessing the support outlined in his EHCP. His father, Alex, said:

“Surrey County Council’s failure to meet its statutory obligations is shocking. All children are entitled to an education,
and they are being failed by a broken system that is underfunded and under-resourced.”

The strain on families is echoed across the country, with parents often feeling forced to navigate a labyrinthine system to
secure their children’s rights. A recent survey by the charity Contact found that 65% of families with disabled children
believe the SEND system is “not fit for purpose,” and 48% say their child’s mental health has suffered due to delays in
accessing support.

A Call for Urgent Reform

Joshua’s story underscores the urgent need for reform—not just in Surrey, but across England. While councils like SCC
grapple with rising demand, the root cause lies in a system underfunded at every level. Families should not have to fight
this hard for their children’s education and wellbeing.

As the government prepares to roll out its SEND improvement plan, experts warn that without significant investment and
a more collaborative approach between councils,  schools,  and families,  the crisis will  only deepen. For Joshua and
thousands like him, the question remains: how many more children will be failed before meaningful change is delivered?

Is a Isa the answer to Epsom’s high house prices?
2 December 2024

With the five-year anniversary of the Help to Buy ISA closure approaching, a fresh analysis has revealed how Epsom and
Ewell compares to other Surrey boroughs in benefiting from this government initiative. Launched in 2015, the Help to
Buy ISA offered first-time buyers a 25% bonus on their savings, helping them onto the property ladder before its closure
to new applicants in November 2019.

According to research by UK conveyancing specialists Bird & Co, only 0.15% of property sales in Epsom and Ewell since
2015 involved the Help to Buy ISA. This ranks our borough 10th among Surrey’s local authorities. However, a significant
spike occurred in late 2021, with ISA-backed property purchases rising to 0.73% of sales in Epsom and Ewell during the
final quarter of the year.

Experts attribute this spike to several factors: delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, which pushed completions into
2021, a rush to secure mortgage rates amid fears of rising interest rates, and confusion over the scheme’s eligibility
deadline. Across Surrey, such spikes were common, reflecting national trends.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/is-a-isa-the-answer-to-epsoms-high-house-prices
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Daniel Chard, a partner at Bird & Co, commented:
“The Help to Buy ISA has undoubtedly provided vital support for first-time buyers, particularly in areas with lower house
prices or greater awareness of the scheme. Epsom and Ewell’s figures highlight the role of regional affordability and
access to information in shaping how these schemes are utilised.”

How Does Epsom and Ewell Compare?
While our borough’s 0.15% average use of the scheme lags behind Surrey’s leader, Reigate and Banstead (0.47%), the
data tells a broader story of affordability challenges. House prices in Epsom and Ewell may exceed the limits of the Help
to Buy ISA, reducing its appeal for local buyers.

The borough also saw a notable drop in ISA usage following the 2019 deadline for new accounts, with property sales using
the scheme falling from 0.19% before the cut-off to 0.12% after—a 0.07% decline. This trend is consistent with other
Surrey boroughs, where the closure of the scheme saw reductions in usage.

What Are the Alternatives?
For first-time buyers who missed the Help to Buy ISA window, the Lifetime ISA offers similar support, with a 25%
government bonus on savings and higher annual limits. However, it’s worth noting that eligibility criteria differ.

Bird  &  Co,  who  conducted  the  analysis,  specialise  in  conveyancing  law and  offer  guidance  to  buyers  navigating
government schemes. They highlight the value of understanding regional differences and tailoring advice to individual
needs.

As Epsom continues to grow as a desirable place to live, schemes like these underline the importance of affordability in
ensuring that first-time buyers can achieve their homeownership dreams.

Fly-tipping bags and BB gun shots close Bagshot
recycle centre
2 December 2024

Bagshot community recycling centre will close in an effort to protect  staff from being threatened with violence, Surrey
County Council has said.

The depot has been plagued with issues for years with people “dodging bb bullets”, catapults fired,  angle grinders used
in break ins, and staff put in danger by those dumping hazardous waste, senior councillors said.

The closure would not save the authority money, they said, as alternate sites will have to their hours extended to deal with
the knock on.

Waste contractors Suez has recorded 801 instances of fly tipping across all Surrey recycling sites between January 2019
and August 2024. Of these, 531 (66 per cent) were at Bagshot.

A nuisance report listed examples of flytipping at the site as well as details of break ins such as when an “angle grinder
was taken to the office shutter” and “oil thrown around site”.

Other times vandals broke in and left fluorescent tubes “smashed over the site”.

Some of the break ins forced the recycling centre to close, while on June 17 “Someone fired a bb gun towards members of
the public” which was later reported to the police.

Campaigners had argued that the centre was valued by the community and rather than give up on Bagshot, money should
be spent on modernising and making it safer.

They argued that closing the Bagshot centre would make it harder, longer, and more expensive for many people to recycle
their waste.

Councillor Natalie Bramhall, cabinet member for property, waste and infrastructure, told the Tuesday, November 26. 
meeting at Surrey County Council: “ Suez keeps the site safe, but it has inherent problems which are not present at other
community recycling centres. 

“For many many years the site has suffered from overnight vandalism and unlawful ingress.

“Containers, particularly those used for electricals, are regularly forced open and plundered and the site office has been
vandalised.

“The perimeter fence has been driven into and fly tipping left outside the gates and tipped over the fences.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/fly-tipping-bags-and-bb-gun-shots-close-bagshot-recycle-centre
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“Prevention measures, whatever we do, things get broken, they use catapults to knock out all the lights, they used angle
grinders to get the fence and into the office and vandalise.

“Suez staff receive threats and have to deal with materials delivered to the site that are hazardous and not allowed on the
site but they have to turn a blind eye to this because they are threatened with violence.”

The report described the Swift Lane site as small, unmodernised and not fit for purpose. 

It serves around 7,000 people in the Bagshot area who will be redirected to Camberley. Those who came from further
afield, such as Windsor and Maidenhead, will be directed to the recycling centre in Lyne, Runnymede.

Subject to Surrey Heath Borough Council approval, it is anticipated that Bagshot tip will close immediately prior to the
new tenant moving onto the site. This is likely to take place in December 2024.

Photo: Bagshot Recycling Centre (Image Surrey CC)

Epsom & Ewell’s local history museum to be born
again?
2 December 2024

Bourne Hall Museum in Ewell, a cherished repository of local history, faces an uncertain future as its esteemed curator,
Jeremy Harte, prepares for retirement in March 2025 after 35 years of dedicated service. Harte’s tenure has been
marked by significant contributions, including the curation of approximately 17,000 artefacts and 45,000 photographs
that represent the lives of tens of thousands of people who’ve lived in the area since the Ice Age.

Concerns have arisen within the heritage community regarding the museum’s continuity post-Harte’s departure. Jon
Cotton, President of the Epsom and Ewell History and Archaeology Society, expressed apprehension over the Council’s
succession planning, stating, “We fear that no such planning has been put in hand, and there is a growing belief that the
Council intends to wind down its commitment to the Museum, its staff, premises and collections.”

Epsom and Ewell Times asked the Council: “Does EEBC intend to keep the museum open after Jeremy Harte’s retirement
and is the Council actively recruiting a new curator?”

In response,  Councillor  Clive Woodbridge,  Chair  of  the Community and Wellbeing Committee (RA Ewell  Village),
affirmed the council’s commitment to the museum’s future, stating, “We are putting plans in place to determine how we
will continue to run the museum into the future. There are currently no plans to close Bourne Hall Museum.”

Bourne Hall Museum has been instrumental in community engagement, recently participating in the national Kids in
Museums ‘Takeover Day’ by collaborating with Ewell Grove Primary and Nursery School. This initiative, part of the
council’s Arts, Culture and Heritage Strategy, aims to inspire local youth by providing hands-on museum experience.

As the museum approaches this transitional period, many remain hopeful that Bourne Hall Museum will continue to serve
as a vital educational and cultural resource for future generations.

Related reports:

Bourne Hall’s Christmas Supremacy

Kids takeover Ewell’s Bourne Hall

Ewell History Day returns to Bourne Hall

Dorking Halls to reopen after upgrade
2 December 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-ewells-local-history-museum-to-be-born-again
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The official reopening date for Dorking Halls is days away and a special ceremony has been announced to mark the
occasion.

Mole Valley District Council was forced to close its veritable old venue in June so it could undergo a £11million facelift, to
take place over two phases, to replace the 1930s plaster ceiling in the grand hall together with much needed mechanical
and electrical work to its stage and internal workings.

Now, the first stage of that work, which has so far cost £4m, is done and Dorking Halls will reopen its doors on Monday,
December 9 with screenings of Paddington in Peru, Wicked and Gladiator 2.

Then, from December 20 the big winter panto Sleeping Beauty takes to the stage, complete with 3D laser projections.

Ahead of the big day the council is also hosting a special reopening celebration the Friday before to show off the upgraded
site, which will also feature newly enlarged toilet provision, and a draft lobby.

Speaking about the soon to be reopened Dorking Halls, leader of the council, Councillor Stephen Cooksey said: “I wanted
to update you of an ‘early Christmas present’. 

“The work to replace the Grand Hall ceiling at Dorking Halls has gone brilliantly well and our entertainment venue will be
re-opening as planned on Monday December 9, with the panto, ‘Sleeping Beauty’ beginning not long after on the 20
December and running until the end of the month.

“Whilst Dorking Halls has been closed, the opportunity has been taken to upgrade our film projectors meaning that they
will not only present even better-quality visuals, but also run in a greener, more energy efficient, manner. 

“So, be prepared for an invigorated cinema experience when the Halls reopens with a comprehensive events screening
and film listing.”

The second phase of the project’s £11m refurbishment will take place in 2025 and will focus on replacing “critical
mechanical and electrical systems” – said to be its heating and cooling plant – that are near the end of their useful lives.

Related reports:

Dorking refurb: “it’s behind you”!

Dorking Halls to get refit

Epsom and Ewell’s  Draft  Local Plan goes to Full
Council
2 December 2024

The Licensing and Planning Policy Committee (LPPC) of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council met on 20th November
2024 to consider the draft Regulation 19 Local Plan amid a storm of public opposition and internal division. The meeting,
attended by residents and a significant complement of councillors, highlighted the deep tensions over the inclusion of
Green Belt sites for development.

After nearly seven years of delays, the draft Local Plan was endorsed by the LPPC, sending it to the Full Council for final
approval  in December.  However,  the debate exposed significant disagreement among councillors about the cost  of
achieving housing targets and the risk of sacrificing valued green spaces.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dorking-refurb-its-behind-you
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dorking-halls-to-get-refit
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-draft-local-plan-goes-to-full-council
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewells-draft-local-plan-goes-to-full-council


24th September 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
9

Public Pleas to Save the Green Belt
Three public speakers opened the meeting, delivering impassioned critiques of the draft Local Plan. Janice Baker
accused councillors of abdicating their responsibility by deferring to officers’ recommendations. Quoting directly from the
meeting papers, she said, “Paragraph 3.46 states that removing Green Belt sites would significantly increase the risk of
the plan being found unsound. In other words, you’re being told not to think about changes. But I ask: where is democracy
in this process? Stand up for residents, stand up for your duties.”

Tim Murphy, a member of the Council for the Protection of Rural England, highlighted Horton Farm’s ecological and
strategic importance, labelling it “one of the highest-performing Green Belt sites in the borough.” He challenged the
committee directly: “The decision lies with you, not officers, not inspectors. You will be held responsible by residents for
either protecting or destroying our Green Belt.”

Finally, Yvonne Grunwald reminded councillors of the 11,000-signature petition submitted during the Regulation 18
consultation. “Eighty-seven percent of residents opposed building on the Green Belt,” she said. “What happened to their
voices? This plan will forever change the borough’s character.”

Councillor Perspectives: Frustration, Reluctance, and Division
The councillors’ deliberations revealed starkly contrasting views, with many expressing unease about the Local Plan but
accepting its necessity. Chair Cllr Peter O’Donovan (RA Ewell Court) opened by praising the officers’ efforts, describing
the plan as a delicate balance. “Our task,” he said, “is to tread carefully between safeguarding the borough’s unique
character and ensuring future generations can thrive.”

However, dissenting voices were prominent. Cllr Christine Howells (RA Nonsuch) passionately opposed the inclusion of
Horton Farm and Hook Road Arena. “This is our Green Belt,” she argued. “Once it’s lost, there’s no going back. Horton
Farm is a critical environmental buffer and a floodplain. Its removal would set a precedent for the destruction of every
other Green Belt site.”

Cllr Robert Leach (RA Nonsuch) expressed broader discontent with the central government’s housing targets. “Epsom
has a population density five times the national average,” he said. “Why must all the burden fall on us? We’re being
treated as a branch office for Westminster, not as an independent council.”

In contrast, Cllr Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) reluctantly supported the plan, acknowledging the compromises it
entailed. “I wrestled with this decision,” he admitted. “Horton Farm is high-performing Green Belt, but without it, the plan
will  almost  certainly  be  found unsound.  If  we exclude it,  speculative  developments  could  wreak havoc across  the
borough.”

Motions and Proposals: Protecting the Green Belt
Cllr Neil Dallen (RA Town) questioned the land allocated for Gypsy and Traveller sites, suggesting higher densities to
reduce the footprint. “If we increase the density from 16.5 to 25 or 30 per hectare, could we not meet the full need on a
smaller site?” he asked. Planning Policy Manager Ian Mawer responded, explaining that the lower density reflects cultural
and practical requirements for Gypsy and Traveller communities, including space for caravans, vehicles, and utility
blocks.

Cllr Julie Morris (LibDem College) called for stronger environmental commitments, particularly around climate change
and biodiversity. “Why are climate and biodiversity issues always buried at the end?” she asked. “These should be front
and centre of the plan.”

Meanwhile, Cllr Kieran Persand (Conservative Horton) vehemently opposed the inclusion of Horton Farm. “This is not a
balanced plan,” he declared. “Including Horton Farm doesn’t protect other Green Belt sites—it puts them at greater risk.
The planning inspector will see this as justification to include more Green Belt land.”

Despite these objections, motions to remove Horton Farm and other Green Belt sites were defeated, with officers warning
that such changes would undermine the plan’s soundness. “Without Horton Farm, we simply cannot meet housing needs
or provide Gypsy and Traveller pitches, which are legal requirements,” said Ian Mawer.

Difficult Decisions: Reluctant Support for the Plan
As the debate continued, councillors wrestled with the plan’s broader implications. Cllr Phil Neale (RA Cuddington),
reflecting the prevailing mood, said, “None of us like this plan, but what’s the alternative? Without an up-to-date Local
Plan, we’re at the mercy of speculative developments. We cannot afford to start from scratch.”

Cllr Woodbridge echoed this sentiment, emphasizing the risks of delay. “This plan is far from perfect, but it’s the best
chance we have to protect the majority of our Green Belt while meeting our obligations. If we fail, the consequences could
be far worse.”

However, not all councillors were resigned to compromise. Cllr Persand insisted that rejecting the plan would force the
council to find alternative solutions. “We don’t have to accept this bad plan,” he argued. “There is still time to come up
with something better.”
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Press Release and Public Reaction
Following the vote, EEBC issued a press release reiterating the importance of adopting the Local Plan. “The Proposed
Submission Local Plan strikes the optimal balance between development and preservation,” said Cllr O’Donovan. “It will
deliver affordable housing, protect biodiversity, and secure infrastructure improvements while safeguarding the majority
of the borough’s Green Belt.”

The press release also emphasized the risks of not adopting a plan, including unplanned and speculative developments.
Residents were encouraged to participate in the upcoming Regulation 19 consultation, set to begin in early 2025.

Public reaction, however, remains overwhelmingly critical. Campaigners accused the council of ignoring residents’ views
and bowing to government pressure. “This is not a balanced plan,” said Janice Baker. “It’s a capitulation.”

Looking Ahead: Full Council Debate
The draft Local Plan now moves to the Full Council for debate on 10th December 2024. With opposition among councillors
and residents showing no signs of abating, the future of Epsom’s Green Belt hangs in the balance.

While some see the plan as a necessary compromise,  others view it  as a betrayal of  the borough’s character and
environmental heritage. The upcoming Full Council meeting promises to be as contentious as the LPPC debate, as Epsom
grapples with the challenge of balancing growth and preservation.

Sorry Surrey Borough for “shameful” past
2 December 2024

Woking Borough Council has apologised for the “shameful” behaviour of its past.

The bankrupt council met last night to hear from the authors of the long-awaited review into how the authority went bust.

The council saddled itself with debts of about £2billion – borrowed to fund failed investments and regeneration that has
left residents facing years of huge tax hikes and cuts to services.

The Grant Thornton Report found ‘potentially unlawful’ lending, failures of leadership, borrowing to lend to third parties,
a £3m “opportunities fund” overseen by the former chief executive Ray Morgan, potential scope for conflicts of interest,
and poor decision making such as borrowing £700m to buy an asset now worth approximately £205m.

The council held the extraordinary meeting to consider the report’s findings where, as expected, it accepted the findings
and recommendations in full.

Surrey Police has been contacted by the borough’s chief executive to make clear that any evidence of criminality or
misfeasance in public office will be referred to them for investigation.

Although it is unclear, given the state of record keeping during the period in question, what the outcomes of this may be,
the meeting heard.

A separate legal challenge pursued through the courts could be explored, but would require new instructions from the
council.

Not on the original papers, but added during the debate, was the formal apology.

Cllr Leslie Rice (Liberal Democrats; Heathlands) said: “Humility does not belong to the political class generally.

A humble politician is an oxymoron or a paradox I’m not sure which. But I think in this situation…we should be showing
collective humility this evening as Woking Borough Council.

“While we are different members of the council, the council itself is responsible for these legacy problems, these historical
problems.

“We should apologise to the people of Woking. The situation we have is shameful.

“It’s  shameful (too) on our government,  our historic governments going way back, that we completely lack proper
regulation and oversight of the local government sector.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/sorry-surrey-borough-for-shameful-past


24th September 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
11

“We should apologise to the people of Woking.”

The two and a half hour meeting began with leader of the opposition Cllr Amanda Boote (Independent; Byfleet and West
Byfleet) paying tribute to former member John Bond, a long-standing critic of the council’s financial handling, but who
died earlier this year.

Her words were echoed by many of those who spoke.

Addressing the council, she called the report cathartic, shocking and sad “especially for all of the residents of Woking who
we have collectively let down.

She said: “Residents will continue to feel the impact of this for many many years to come.

“I think the most important thing is we have to learn lessons now, hard lessons so that history can never repeat itself.”

She added: “I want to pay tribute to my predecessor and founder of our independent group the late councillor John Bond.

“Since first becoming a councillor in 2014 and until he retired in 2021 Cllr Bond fought constantly to highlight the
wrongdoings of the previous corporate management group and of the previous administration.

“Highlighting the wholly inadequate governance, poor investment decisions, poor accounting lack of transparency.

“And it’s sad that he was belittled and laughed at. He even resorted to writing many newspaper articles to try to get his
voice heard.

“This is not about political point scoring but I couldn’t let tonight go by without paying tribute to Councillor Bond and all
of his hard work and scrutiny in trying to stop this disaster from ever happening.”

In a statement released after the meeting, Cllr Ann-Marie Barker, leader of Woking Borough Council, said that the Grant
Thornton public interest report confirmed what many residents already felt; that their council had let them down.

She said: “Years of mismanagement, poor governance and a disregard for the risks have left our community burdened
with unsustainable debt. These systemic failings betrayed the trust residents placed in the council and have had far-
reaching consequences.

“On behalf of Woking Borough Council I want to apologise for these unacceptable failings of the past.

She added: “By implementing the auditor’s recommendations, we are taking decisive action to secure a better future for
Woking and the residents we serve.”

Surrey carers getting digital support
2 December 2024

Surrey County Council is rolling out additional support for tens of thousands of unpaid carers living in the county as part
of a new digital service. 

At least 90,000 people in Surrey provide unpaid care for friends, family members or neighbours. Through the new
initiative, these unpaid carers will gain access to a wide range of free on-demand services, aimed at supporting individuals
with the day-to-day realities of caring. 

The initiative is being delivered by Mobilise – a carer-led digital community – in partnership with Surrey County Council.
It will provide a complementary layer of added support that can be accessed remotely via an online hub by anyone caring
for a loved one in the county. New digital support services which carers in Surrey are set to gain access to include:  

An online peer community of thousands of fellow carers from across the UK – with the chance to share advice
and experiences through a community forum and during regular events, such as the ‘virtual cuppa’  

Easy-to-use, self-service tools  outlining the different forms of support which carers may be entitled to –
including Carer’s Allowance – and guidance on how to navigate eligibility criteria and access various benefits, for
example 

Tailor-made support guides on everything from how to balance caring with full-time work, to managing
personal health and wellbeing while looking after someone else 

Information on carers’ rights and relevant social care law, in line with the latest government guidance 

An AI-powered ‘assistant’ is also available to help carers quickly and easily find the specific information, resources or
support that they need.   

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-carers-getting-digital-support
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=23b6f6efa2bd1999271b77423cc3aae8915e4c755797182ac3facb7e9c03b3c6&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=dc0f531c804b6d81328e39cd7bd40b19&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3VycmV5aS5nb3YudWsvY2Vuc3VzLTIwMjEvMjAyMS1jZW5zdXMtdW5wYWlkLWNhcmUv
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=e8e8da89c084b25646659419113dbb9962562fd3410c370f23cf75239de7b0f0&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=b9625dca3e66cb07d6fc9ea3c7731971&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tb2JpbGlzZW9ubGluZS5jby51ay8
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=27c2ec001427ce65e3968b3f9c4391a4bee11b4b72fb728e88ee9a749eb8f8e0&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=1065aeb8237e7e009bce963fb7fd8a43&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0Lm1vYmlsaXNlb25saW5lLmNvLnVrL3JlZ2lzdGVyLWZvci10aGUtbW9iaWxpc2UtaHViP19nYT0yLjc2ODEyNjI5LjE3MTczNzQ3MDEuMTcxNzU5Njg3NC0xNjI2OTgxMjMwLjE3MTI5MTQzMzQ
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=6e0efebf3eefc6afec5e1e0c3d546240781cf1a77e01abb0b07c49f219bc8259&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=d6ec8a5c3daf58bad481a26b3e8027ba&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubW9iaWxpc2VvbmxpbmUuY28udWsvY3VwcGE
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Martin, a carer from Surrey who looks after their partner, said: “I’m delighted to have come across Mobilise. It’s
great to know that there is a wide community of carers who can, without judgement, share their honest views and
experiences on such a wide range of topics. It’s reassuring to know that there are like-minded people out there and that
we’re not alone.” 

Suzanne Bourne, Co-Founder and Head of Carer Support at Mobilise, commented: “An increasing number of us
are taking on caring responsibilities, with one million additional carers set to emerge in the UK over the next ten years.
The reality of caring will look different for each of these people – including the 90,000 people who are looking after their
loved ones in Surrey. 

“For some, it will start with needing to check in with family members more frequently, with caring responsibilities
increasing over time. For others, it might be a case of having always needed to support relatives with their medication,
self-care, and appointments, or even full-time care. But in each and every case, having the right support is vital.   

“That’s why we’re proud to be partnering with Surrey County Council to deliver additional support for carers living in the
county. Through our community of carers – the largest of its kind – carers in Surrey will gain access to a powerful peer
support network, as well as round-the-clock advice, resources, and guidance from experts. We’re delighted to be able to
work to connect carers in Surrey to this added support and to each other.” 

Sinead Mooney, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet Member for Adult Social Care, said: “Carers play a crucial role
in families and in our local communities by supporting people who would otherwise struggle to cope alone which is why
it’s so important for us to make sure carers themselves are cared for.     

“We’re pleased to be partnering with Mobilise to reach more carers across Surrey and support them in new and different
ways. I’d encourage anyone who looks after a family member or friend to visit the Mobilise online community and explore
the additional support available.” 

Vicky Stobbart, Director of Long Term Planning Delivery and Senior Responsible Officer for Carers at Surrey
Heartlands Integrated Care Board, added: “This initiative with Mobilise is a wonderful way for carers across Surrey to
gain additional, digital support with their day-to-day caring duties. We’re delighted that it’s being rolled out and look
forward to seeing the benefits as our carers start to use it.”

For more information about the support now available in Surrey, visit Surrey’s Mobilise community. To start accessing
support, the Mobilise app can be downloaded via the Apple App Store or Google Play, with more information available on
Mobilise’s website. 

https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=f55c45d10cf1b23586a62fabe127ddb4f10dccc93803585433a9df9ff4f80a11&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=b95389a79f99ff3400eb27b3ba8b9faf&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanJmLm9yZy51ay9jYXJlL3RoZS1mdXR1cmUtb2YtY2FyZS1uZWVkcy1hLXdob2xlLXN5c3RlbXMtYXBwcm9hY2g
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=3419efacc62a3d895db9171c5e33c13b5a83758cc58643590d60e9538f06a32e&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=4f59a7166dc90b1d007193845e0a1f98&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0Lm1vYmlsaXNlb25saW5lLmNvLnVrL3N1cnJleQ=
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=55a343f1346c0106f465ead5adc1e76f2f2825f02684bcca655d5e380ef9b88b&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=de66e82792c4c61b53c8be2d8bbbe41a&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHBzLmFwcGxlLmNvbS9nYi9hcHAvbW9iaWxpc2UvaWQ2NTA0MjYyMzU2
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=453f467a70ac73209fcc639ed0b79feb5f305201746e790957180c57a097e5ae&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=c671bee27306982049deb77b7ae8874d&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly9wbGF5Lmdvb2dsZS5jb20vc3RvcmUvYXBwcy9kZXRhaWxzP2lkPW1vYmlsaXNlLm9ubGluZS5jb21tdW5pdHkmaGw9ZW5fR0ImcGxpPTE
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=e8e8da89c084b25646659419113dbb9962562fd3410c370f23cf75239de7b0f0&blog_id=23684292&post_id=30653&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=b9625dca3e66cb07d6fc9ea3c7731971&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5tb2JpbGlzZW9ubGluZS5jby51ay8

