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Why vote Conservative in Epsom and Ewell?

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We continue today with the Conservative Party.

This set of local elections in Epsom & Ewell are the most important for a generation. On Thursday 8th May your vote will
shape the future landscape of our town for years to come. Never has your decision at the ballot box for a council election
needed to be so carefully considered, it’s a big responsibility and that is why you must vote for the candidates with
professional experience, vote for the candidates who have already proved themselves in your neighbourhood, vote for
your Conservative candidates.

Top image: Conservative Candidates Bernie Muir and Kieran Persand (Horton) and Michael Ware (College)

The Resident’s Association has controlled the Borough Council for an astonishing 87 years! Democracy dictates that good
governance needs robust opposition to scrutinise and hold to account, unfettered power invariably leads to poor
outcomes. Sadly, for our town, this flaw in our council has been dramatically demonstrated in the disastrous local plan put
forward by the RA this year.

The stuttering and stumbling journey the RA controlled council took to arrive at the decision to tear up 137 acres of green
belt and disregard all our brownfield sites is almost more shocking than the plan itself. A consultation that reeked of
laziness and narrowmindedness. Town planning consultants employed who freely admitted they had no local knowledge
and offered to do the work on the cheap. A process that neglected to even review Epsom’s historic conservation areas
rules. A professionally designed alternative plan commissioned by Conservative MP, Chris Grayling, to redevelop
brownfield disregarded with a ‘can’t be bothered’ attitude. Stark warnings not to build on areas vulnerable to flooding
ignored. The complacency of 87 years means our town is being put at risk by a plan for our future that 10,000 people of
Epsom have already rejected.

The plan has been paused but be in no doubt this has been done because as RA Councillor Alex Coley admitted when
asked why the local plan had taken so long at a public meeting in March, “we are terrified of you lot!” In other words,
terrified of losing their cosy seats! The danger is that, if when the election is over, the status quo is restored, the RA’s
fiefdom is re-established the catastrophic plan will be ploughed ahead with.

The only way to stop this is if there is a strong and effective opposition and the only opposition that is strong and effective
is a Conservative opposition. Your Conservative borough Councillor, Bernie Muir has done more alone to hold the RA to
account and speak up for residents than all other opposition Councillors put together. She has worked across the whole
borough, not just in her own ward. Bernie has also built a team of volunteers and activists to help her fight the decisions
the RA council have been making in your name. Those volunteers and activists are now your Conservatives candidates.

Michael Ware in College who worked tirelessly on the shambles of the Chalk Pit expansion while Lib Dem College
Councillor Julie Morris said nothing and did nothing as thick dust was falling on our cars and washing. Stephen Pontin in
Stamford an experienced councillor who campaigned alongside Bernie to successfully save the Wells Community Centre
while the Lib Dems ignored the issue. Kieran Persand who ran surveys and petitions in Horton to inform locals about
flooding worries and anti-social driving in Horton Lane while Labour and the Lib Dems ignored Horton until it became a
ward on the electoral map. And never forget Labour and the Lib Dems will not oppose ULEZ while the Conservatives are
leading the fight against Sadiqg Khan and his tax on Surrey’s drivers.

Our team are professional people, lawyers, engineers, accountants, schoolteachers, who all bring their expertise from
their lives to bear on council issues. They will be councillors of calibre, councillors who will scrutinise, councillors who
will get things done.
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Emma Ware, Woodcote & Langley Vale Conservative Candidate

We understand that for some of you this will be the first time you don’t vote for the RA in a local election, your patience
has finally run out, but when moving you pencil tentatively across the ballot paper, ask yourself why you are changing
your vote? Is it because you want a more professional council? Is it because you want councillors who have a proven track
record of delivering for your neighbourhood? Is it because you want a councillor who will speak up and hold the RA to
account? If your answer is yes, then let your stubby election pencil land on the box for the Conservative candidate and you
will be choosing a brighter future for Epsom & Ewell. Written by Emma Ware

Ed: The Conservatives are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
Related reports:

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Liberal Democrat in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage

Why vote Liberal Democrat in Epsom and Ewell?

2 May 2023

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We continue today with the Liberal Democrat Party.

We welcome this initiative by the Epsom & Ewell Times to set out reasons why residents should support the local Liberal
Democrats. We explain our priorities for the Borough, how these arise from our values as LibDems, and why your vote for
us is so important.

Our priorities for Epsom & Ewell As active local residents of the Borough our three main priorities are:
1 - Producing a sound Local Plan

Our number one priority is to make sure the eventual Local Plan not just protects the Green Belt but includes stringent
conditions around bio-diversity and energy efficiency within its Policies. In addition, we want to see the Council build
social housing, not just so-called “affordable housing” which does not meet the real need.

You can read a summary of our response to the Council’s Regulation 18 draft Local Plan at this link which also provides a
link to our full response on all 50 questions set out in the consultation. As far as we are aware we are the only local party
that submitted such a detailed response.

Our councillors would work hard to get as many of our suggestions as possible included within the next version of the
Local Plan.

2 - Getting serious about the climate emergency
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The Council has a Climate Change Action Plan but too little is being done to cut our own emissions and to encourage local
businesses and residents to take steps to tackle the issue. Our councillors would continue to put pressure on the Council
to make sure that the Climate Emergency was embedded in all decision making, and to have quantitative targets to
reduce our emissions over the next 4 years.

3 - Increase local democracy and transparency

There have been too many cases in the last four years of decisions being taken behind closed doors and of important
information not being shared with all Councillors, let alone residents. Two examples of these issues were a decision taken
in private to investigate opening a Pet Crematorium in the borough, and not sharing the critical findings of the Local
Government Ombudsman with all Councillors, as should have happened under the Council’s own constitution.

We want residents to be aware of what is happening at the Council, so informed debate can
take place. Your LibDem Councillors would work to achieve this.

What is a Liberal Democrat?

All our candidates are members of the Liberal Democrat party. This means they agree with the fundamental aims of our
constitution which includes in its preamble: “The Liberal Democrats exist to build and safeguard a fair, free and open
society, in which we seek to balance the fundamental values of liberty, equality and community, and in which no-one shall
be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or conformity. We believe that each generation is responsible for the fate of our planet
and, by safeguarding the balance of nature and the environment, for the long term continuity of life in all its forms. ... We
believe that the role of the state is to enable all citizens to attain these ideals, to contribute fully to their communities and
to take part in the decisions which affect their lives.”

The full document can be read here https://www.libdems.org.uk/federal-constitution.

It is these fundamental goals that motivate our candidates and influence their decisions as councillors. You can see how
the key priorities set out previously derive from these goals and if any new issues emerge for the Borough over the next
four years you will know the values and principles that will influence our decisions on those issues.

David Buxton and AlisonKelly stand in Stamford Ward for the LibDems
Why should you vote LibDem?
In summary, for three reasons:

1 - To hold the lethargic Residents Association (RA) to account. Democracy needs openness
and debate, and the RA seems intent on stifling both.

2 - So you know who you are voting for. The RA make a big deal of being local residents. So are we. You also know what
our values and principles are. The RA include a mixed bag of individuals and at times they don’t seem to be able to agree
on what they want to achieve.

3 - To help protect the more vulnerable in our community, and to tackle the Climate Emergency.
You can read more about our priorities and candidates on our Facebook site here

David Gulland - Chair of Epsom & Ewell Liberal Democrats and Julie Morris - Leader of the Liberal Democrats Councillor
Group in Epsom & Ewell

Top image: Julie Morris, Julian Freeman and James Lawrence LibDem candidates for College Ward Epsom

Ed: The Liberal Democrats are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
Related reports:

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage
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Why vote Labour in Epsom and Ewell?

2 May 2023

AP

%

9 WEST STR

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We continue today with the Labour Party.

Vote Labour on May 4th for a fairer, greener, safer Borough. Your Labour candidates are determined to do all they can for
the residents of Epsom and Ewell. The Tories have broken the economy and working people are paying the price. People
are struggling to pay their bills. The cost of gas and electricity, the cost of essential food and our rents and mortgages
have all gone up, but pay rates are stagnating. It shouldn’t be like this.

Top photo: Chris, Rob, Sarah, Kate and Mark out in Town Ward hearing from people on the doorstep about the need
to make Epsom safer.

The Epsom and Ewell Residents’ Association, who control the council, are out of their depth in the face of the problems
created by the Conservative Government. They don’t have the experience, knowledge or resources to support their
residents whilst public services crumble around us. So many things need fixing: - the cuts to social housing and social
care that have had a devastating effect; services for young people and police numbers that have all been cut; the pot holes
that are dangerous for cyclists and damage cars which continue to deteriorate. Our own chalk stream, The Hogsmill, is
being polluted with sewage and it was your Labour team that met with Thames Water to challenge this Only a Labour
Government and Labour councils can rebuild the economy and address the problems we face.

Both nationally and locally, Labour is ambitious and determined to help communities grow and prosper. Labour will freeze
council tax, cut energy bills by insulating homes and work to generate cheap home grown electricity.

Our priorities for Epsom and Ewell are:

[ a safer borough - with more visible police back on the beat.

[ a fairer borough - with homes that local people and key workers can afford to settle in.

[ a greener borough - with more trees and we’ll continue to protect our precious green belt.

[ a cleaner borough - with robust action on fly tipping and increased fines for littering to pay for more street cleaning.
The Labour Team will continue to lead regular litter picks.

and we will crack down on town hall waste, with no more expensive, unnecessary consultants.

The Epsom and Ewell Labour Party know that proactive Labour councils can provide solutions. Labour councils improve
areas by investing in their communities.

To provide homes for their residents Camden Council have approved the building of new social and living rent homes on
under-utilised council land, delivering: 44 new social rent homes for families on the waiting list, 23 living rent homes for
key workers and 6 supported living homes. All of these homes to be built to the highest standards of design and
sustainability.

In Norwich, Goldsmith Street is an award winning 100% social housing development of 93 Passivhaus homes built in a
traditional street pattern. The homes provide a high level of occupant comfort using very little energy for heating and
cooling.

For a cleaner borough - Lewisham have worked to reduce fly tipping by enforcement, quickly removing it and engaging
with the community to reduce the huge costs. In Epsom and Ewell we would provide free skips for different wards on a
rotational basis supporting people to dispose of their unwanted larger items responsibly.

There are many good practice models of providing public transport and homes, tackling anti-social behaviour and working
with communities to improve the lives of residents.
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Stuart Gosling, Kate Chinn, Chris Ames and Ros Godson visiting residents in Court Ward with Labour Party colleague Kezia from Kingston taking the selfie

A Labour council in Epsom and Ewell would work with and for our residents to enable individuals and the borough to
grow and prosper.

The borough of Epsom and Ewell is a great place with great people. Only Labour has a plan for a fairer, greener more
dynamic economy that will deliver better jobs and raise living standards for residents.

A Labour council in Epsom and Ewell would work with and for our residents to enable individuals and the borough to
grow and prosper.

The borough of Epsom and Ewell is a great place with great people. Only Labour has a plan for a fairer, greener more
dynamic economy that will deliver better jobs and raise living standards for residents.

We are on your side.

So, Vote Labour on May 4th and let’s build a better borough together.

Ed: Labour are fielding candidates in all 14 wards in the Borough
Related reports:
Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

Epsom and Ewell Times 4th May Local Election coverage

Why vote Green in Epsom and Ewell?

2 May 2023

.......

Exclusive to the Epsom and Ewell Times we are bringing you statements from each Party standing for election to the local
council this Thursday 4th May. We start today with the Green Party.

Vote Green to beat the housing crisis and ensure that the Green Belt and other treasured green
spaces are protected. Vote Green for a council that stands up to Whitehall’s wild housing demands,

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
5


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/why-vote-green-in-epsom-and-ewell
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/local-elections-4th-may-2023
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/why-vote-green-in-epsom-and-ewell

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, by the community. & nod-for-profit service

26th March 2026 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

turns away speculative developers and expensive consultancies. A Green focus opts for low-carbon,
preferably Passivhaus standards to provide social housing that people can afford to rent and buy in
the places people need them. Vote for Green answers to providing adequate community
infrastructure - surgeries, cycling and walking networks, nurseries and schools, vibrant youth
centres and care services.

Vote Green to alleviate the cost of living crisis with a freeze on rent rises, a ban on no-fault evictions,
free school meals and 35 hours free childcare from 9 months old. We support £1 fares on local bus
routes, subsidised insulation schemes, housing - not hotels - for the homeless and refugees.

Vote Green to view a successful economy as one that provides a sustainable and fair society for all.

Janice Baker - Green Party candidate for Nonsuch Ward.
Photo: Janice Baker and Andrew Bailey - Green Party candidates showing willing for the hustings.

Ed: The Green Party are fielding candidates in the following wards: Ewell Village, Nonsuch, Ruxley, Stamford, Town, West
Ewell, Woodcote and Langley Vale.

Related reports:

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash

Cautious candidates cause College and Court
cancellations

2 May 2023

The three willing Residents Association candidates for College Ward were disappointed that the Liberal Democrats,
Conservatives and Labour Candidates did not register to participate in last night’s scheduled local election hustings. The
Epsom and Ewell Times pulled the plug on the event in the afternoon as we did not think it appropriate to stage a one-
party event. Cllr Nigel Collin (RA College Ward) and his colleagues Charlotte Day and Kate Brooks had willingly
registered after the first invitation to do so.

Top image - an empty 3rd Scout Hall St John Chandlers, Church Road, Epsom

Similarly, for Court Ward, only Robert Geleit of the Labour Party registered to face the public and debate with his
opponents from the Liberal Democrats, Residents Association and Conservatives, but they did not show willing and we
pulled the plug to avoid a one-man one-party show.

The willing candidates:

Charlotte Mary Day - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

[ aim to create a sustainable future and if elected, I will focus on sustainable development as well as protecting the
countryside and our green spaces.

Kate Emily Brooks - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.
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[ am committed to protecting our area and my 10 month old daughter has made me want to make Epsom and Ewell the
best place to enable families to thrive.I will press SCC to improve maintenance of our roads and pavements.

Nigel Collin - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell for College.

My aim is to continue to improve the Community and to help resolve residents problems. If elected , I will continue to
scrutinize Council Expenditure to ensure value for money and to fight for a cessation of the statutory nuisance caused by
operations in the chalk pit.

Cllr Collin was keen to use the opportunity to rebut LibDem claims: On the Local Plan Clir Collin points out the LibDems
voted for the Draft Local Plan, the Government forces EEBC to use Green Belt, Council meetings are only held in private
to protect 3rd party privacy and potholes are Surrey’s responsibility and we will press them hard.

Rob Geleit - Labour Party for Court.

[ am standing to stick up for my friends and neighbours in Court Ward. We go out door knocking every weekend and get
round the area once a year. Every time we are out we pick up two or three problems to fix, so over the course of an
electoral term we really lift the area.

No other Party will do this for you.

We are a strong opposition to the ruling Residents’ Association Party. I have heard one of them say that we are their
‘conscience’.

Vote Labour!

Related Reports:
Letters » Epsom & Ewell Times - Julie Morris responds to Cllr Collin
Local Elections 4th May 2023

Borough Council Election Hustings 2023
All Candidates listed

We are very very sorry for hustings hosting hash

2 May 2023
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The Epsom and Ewell Times accepts full responsibility for last night’s farce and failure over the promised Stamford Ward
election hustings. We apologise unreservedly to the public.

Residents Association candidates Steve Bridger and Martin Olney had been prepared to answer your questions and
debate with Alison Kelly (who cycled to three churches in her quest for the hustings - see below) and David Buxton of
the Liberal Democrats and Andrew Bailey of the Green Party.

The candidates who did not register to attend the hustings were Karen Landle and Richard Chinn (Labour) and Aaron
Persand and Stephen Pontin (Conservative).

The Gods seemed to be determined that this hustings would not take place. Firstly, we wrongly assumed a hall we had
booked was the Scout Hall at the rear of Epsom Methodist Church in Ashley Road. An eagle eyed scout-leader spotted our
error Tuesday and pointed out that we had booked the St Martins Scout troop hall. We then wrongly assumed their hall
was beside St Martin’s Church in Church Street and re-directed people there. Then on the night we discovered the scout
hall is in fact at the rear of the former St. John Chandler Church in Church Road.

To cap it all Church Road was closed for access at the East Street junction.

Two determined electors of Stamford Ward managed to work this out and turned up but agreed the abandonment of
proceedings. But nevertheless they had the chance to engage with Cllr Steve McCormick (RA candidate for Woodcote
and Langley Vale) who had attended as a spectator. As had Janice Baker of the Green Party standing in Nonsuch.

Lionel Blackman, who was to chair the event said: “It’s all my fault. I am sorry. We will get it right in 2027. Plenty of
time to continue our mission to inject new life into our local democracy. You know, in the global struggle against
authoritarianism not only must we nurse democracy at the micro-local level, if conducted with personal respect
democracy can be fun. And we did have a bit of fun last night, albeit at my expense.”

Epsom and Ewell Times is very confident, however, that the next hustings for the new ward of Horton will take place on
Tuesday 2nd May at Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF at 7pm. There is only one such
school isn’t there?

The candidates willing to face the public standing in Stamford Ward:

Steve Bridger - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

I took up the challenge of being a Councillor when I retired to put something back into the area that I have lived for the
majority of my life. I have secured 3 successful CIL bids for my Ward - 2 for Epsom Common and 1 for Horton Country
Park. I am a believer in sustainability and any way that we can recycle, use power and resources more efficiently and
generally be more careful about what we buy.

I became part of the RA due to the non-political stance that it takes - I am not told what to do or how to vote (I have voted
against items that could affect my Ward and residents). I enjoy meeting residents, helping them out not only with matters
concerning the Council but giving my life experiences to assist in some civil matters. I have assisted in fighting
inappropriate planning matters (Kingswood House School, Clayhill Lodge etc.)

Party Politics should not come into local ‘politics’, promises of changing things that are outside our realm are matters that
are decided by the politicians and outside our control - they have no place here.
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[ am proud to be part of the Borough that is known throughout the world, just mention Epsom and everyone knows or has
heard of it, so lets keep it non-political and a great place to live, work and enjoy!

David Buxton - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

David has lived in Epsom for 18 years and worked as CEO for one of Londons leading Disabled Peoples Organisations.
David was previously an Epsom and Ewell Borough Councillor for four years. For 10 years David was a Committee
Member and Chair of Livingstone Park Association leading the campaign to pull down the derelict Water Tower, and the
campaign for the dilapidated Horton Chapel to become a charitable trust, enabling its transformation to its former glory
as a listed building - the now new Horton Chapel Arts Centre! David was formerly Chair of the British Deaf Association
and is a current Board Member of the European Union of the Deaf. David led the British Sign Language (BSL) Act
Campaign nationally, he has won several national campaign awards and has been named as one of Britain’s most
influential disabled people. David is keen to protect wildlife, parks and the Green Belt.

Alison Kelly - Liberal Democrat Focus Team
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Alison has lived in Epsom since 1986 and was a Borough Councillor for 8 years serving on planning and finance
committees. From 2007 to 2015, Alison was the main opposition spokesperson on budgetary and financial policy. Alison
became involved in local politics to protect our open areas and gardens because of her dismay at the number of planning
decisions that were changing the landscape. Alison welcomes this opportunity to be directly involved in deciding local
planning issues. Alison is particularly interested in promoting energy efficiency and recycling and is keen to ensure that
the borough exceeds targets and meets residents’ expectations. Alison also enjoys fitness, gardening and volunteering
locally.

Alison Kelly outside the final destination of St John Chandlers Church of her cycle-quest to find the hustings.

Epsom and Ewell Times can confirm her bicycle was there - just out of view of the photo.

Andrew Bailey - Green Party

-
Ty
—
I —
"y
L st
I My
I —
—
—

Andrew Bailey says:

“I will help build a sustainable future where our greenbelt is fully protected. I strongly believe in community engagement and
consensus politics. My aim is for Epsom council to provide better tools so people can recognise positive change - increases in
recycling, downturn in pollution, engage in development plans and tell the council where they don’t feel safe. A community
exists only when people feel their voices are heard.”

Andrew Bailey - Stamford Ward and Green candidate Janice Baker, who is standing in Nonsuch Ward, in eager attendance at
the second of the wrong venues - St Martins Church Hall.
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Martin Olney - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

The RA has not cut any services in the last four years and the auditors have complimented them on their sound
management of ever-dwindling financial resources. I want to help maintain the Borough's efficiency and continue to
provide what local people want. I was a Councillor in 2015 -2019, my main interest was planning and planning policy. I
also looked after Veterans in the Borough as well as maintained our heritage assets.

The results of the consultation on the Local Plan have made the RA pause the plan. I will work for a new plan that meets
the needs of the residents.

Surrey County Council is failing to maintain our roads, deliver enough schools places or provide adequate transport.
Ofsted gave a ‘requires improvement’ for their Child Service, one of many dismal performances. I will pressure them to
meet their obligations as they take 76% of your Council Tax.

The RA is focused on issues, within their responsibilities, that impact the people in the Ward. The National political
parties have a wider agenda and are influenced by a central office. A vote for the RA is a vote for local decisions being
taken after consultation with local people.

The cost of planning

2 May 2023

Green Belt campaigners have obtained a breakdown of over half-a-million pounds spent so far by Epsom and Ewell
Borough Council on the draft Local Plan and the Town Centre MasterPlan. The Epsom and Ewell Times provides the
figures below.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s response to a Freedom of Information Act request:
“The figures below are broken down into two time periods:
* The first covering the April 2016 to December 2021.

+ The second period covers January 2022 until 15" April 2023 - this is to reflect that from January 2022 additional
evidence was commissioned to support the preparation of the Draft Local Plan 2022-2040.

April 2016 - December 2021 Local Plan consultancy

Service Consultant Cost

Spatial Economic Development Strategy Economic Growth Management Ltd | £13,725

Post Covid - Spatial Economic Development Strategy | Economic Growth Management Ltd | £7,787.50

Sports Facilities Assessment and Playing Pitch Strategy| Ploszajski Lynch Consulting Ltd £24,113
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Green Belt Studies Atkins Ltd £36,471.61
Housing Needs Assessment Update Cobweb Consulting £14,497.55
Background paper on the horseracing industry| Matthews Associates (UK) Ltd £2,970
Local Plan Viability Assessment (2019) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,063
Habitats Regulation Assessment Lepus Consulting £7,244.33
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Jacobs UK Ltd £9,838
Graphic Design services Soapbox Design Limited £5,940
Local Plan Consultation Support Luther Pendragon £16,557.30
Mapping services Pindar Creative £2,624
Retail Study Urban Shape £26,654
Retail Study - update Urban Shape £6,050
Master planning Allies and Morrison £71,984
Total £262,519.29

Service Consultant Appointed Cost
Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment
GLH £47,890.49
(HEDNA) earne
Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessment (GTAA) Opinion Research Services Ltd £6,850
Local Plan Viability Study (2022) HDH Planning & Development Ltd £16,000
I i inability A isal of Draft Local Plan 2022-204
nterim Sustainability Appraisal of Draft Local Plan 20 040 AECOM £23.807.50
(Reg 18)
Habitats Regulations A t of Draft Local Plan 2022-2040
abitats Regulations Assessment of Draft Local Plan Lepus Consulting £3.410
(Reg 18)
Climate Change Study (Part 1) Wood Plc £17,512
Graphic Design services Urban Graphics £23,000
Emerging Town Centre Masterplan David Lock Associates £99,768.10*
Independent Review of Draft Local Plan (Reg 18) Carewold Associates Ltd £750
Social Media promotion of Draft Local Plan consultation Quick Fox Labs £4,786.45
EEBC print d Blue Dot
Printing of consultation materials pH r9om and Biue 1o £6,291
display
Total £250,695.54

* note no net cost to EEBC as funded by the Local Enterprise Partnership The total spend on external services from 1*
April 2016 until the 15 April 2023 was £513,214.83. However as noted above £99,768.10 of this was for the Emerging
Epsom Town Centre Masterplan was funded by the Capital to Coast Local Enterprise Partnership.”

Mark Todd, Chair, Epsom and Ewell Labour Party and a candidate in Horton Ward for the upcoming local election,
responded to our request to all parties for comment: “Yet more evidence of terrible waste and mismanagement by the
Residents’ Association running Epsom and Ewell Borough Council. No wonder our council tax is so high and our services
so poor. It’s time for change at the local elections on May 4. The local Labour party will clean up the council and make
sure money is spent wisely again.”

Julie Morris, College Ward Councillor and Liberal Democrat told us: “The need for a new Local Plan is known years in
advance and steps should have been taken to make sure our borough had robust local planning policies in place, rather
than procrastinate over what was exactly the right time to create a new Local Plan.

Much of the evidence base has needed to be updated and has therefore required the work of professional organisations to
do this, resulting in a much greater spend than was originally forecast. There was no alternative but for council to agree
to this expenditure. Had Residents Association councillors given the matter greater priority, expenditure would
undoubtedly have been less. It’s important to bear in mind too, that the process is far from complete.”

The Residents Association, Conservative Party and Green Party have not responded.

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.
Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
12



= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

26th March 2026 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

Related Reports:

£225,000 to plan the unplanned
The Local Plan to plan The Local Plan

Many others - search “Local Plan”.

Polls apart - from the norm?

2 May 2023

EPSOM PLAYHOUSE

The Epsom Playhouse is listed as one of Surrey’s “quirky” polling stations in the report below from the BBC’s LDRS
(Epsom and Ewell Times’ official news partner). A full list of the polling stations for the Borough of Epsom and Ewell
Council’s upcoming 4th May elections can be FOUND HERE.

When many Surrey voters head out to cast their ballot in local elections on May 4 they will go to the village halls,
community centres and schools that are often used as polling stations.

But some will visit more unusual locations, including a pub, a theatre and a former home for “vagrants and casual
workers” all being used as polling stations.

Local elections are being held in all 11 districts and boroughs across the county, though not all residents will go to the
polls.

Some councils, including Elmbridge, Tandridge and Woking, elect their councillors “by thirds”, meaning one third of
council seats are up for election each time.

Others, including Guildford and Epsom and Ewell, hold “all out” elections every four years.

At the Bull Inn, in Warlingham, people voting in Tandridge District Council elections will be able to grab a pint once they
are done and drink it in the pub’s garden. It is the third time the pub has been used as a polling station, and tea and
coffee will be served in the morning with alcohol available from midday.

While voters in Esher, within Dominic Raab’s parliamentary ward, will tread the boards of the Esher theatre to cast their
vote. A production of City Of Dreams will run at the theatre until April 29, and there is a performance the day after the
vote of Cool Britannia Cabaret.

It’s not the only theatre to be used as a polling station on May 4, with the Epsom Playhouse also being used as a polling
station for voters in Epsom and Ewell’s Town ward.

Some voters in Guildford will have the opportunity to cast their ballot at the Spike in the borough’s Castle ward. The
purpose-built home for vagrants and casual workers, which opened in 1906, was built to separate vagrant workers from
those within the main workhouse. In 2005, the Charlotteville Jubilee Trust fundraised to rescue the building, after a
period of it being used by St Luke’s Hospital before its relocation to the Royal Surrey site, and after it was listed as a
Grade II building. The Community Centre and Heritage Centre now on the site opened in 2008.

Polling stations on May 4 will be open from 7am until 10pm, and voters should receive a polling card from their district
council to let them know which polling station to attend.

It is also the first local elections where voters nationwide will need to show ID in order to be able to vote.
A full list of accepted forms of voter ID is available on the gov.uk website and the deadline to apply for a Voter Authority
Certificate is 5pm on Tuesday, April 25.

Related Reports:
Epsom and Ewell Local Elections general
Beginning to line up for local elections
Register to vote deadline for elections
4th May Surrey goes to the polls
Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
Worrying about voter ID law
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No photo - no vote!

Epsom’s university to go from millions to zero

2 May 2023
-

UCA Epsom has secured a multi-million-pound fund to meet a Net Zero target. The University for the Creative Arts (UCA)
in Epsom has been awarded £4.5m in Government funding to decarbonise heating at its campus.

By harnessing new technologies and increasing onsite power generation, the University aims to deliver more than a 90%
reduction in carbon emissions from energy consumption across a ten-year period and meet its commitment to Net Zero
carbon emissions by 2030.

Professor Mark Ellul, Chief Operating Officer at UCA, said: “Since 2007, our investment in energy efficiency and
onsite renewables, have halved our carbon emissions despite growing as a university. We are now building on this work to
create a step-change in our efforts to reach Net Zero.

“We are committed to being one of the greenest universities in the UK and this funding is an endorsement of the work we
have already undertaken to deliver greener campuses.”

Scott Keiller, UCA Sustainability Manager said: “In the coming months we will be developing our plans, aiming to
replace our gas-powered heating with ground source and air source heat pumps by spring 2025. We will also be
significantly increasing our solar power generation to reduce our demand on grid electricity and adding sophisticated
energy control systems and grid connected energy storage.”

The project will be funded by the Government’s Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) with the University
committing a similar amount of funding. The Public Sector scheme was initiated by the Department for Energy Security
and Net Zero and it is delivered by Salix Finance.

Director of Programmes Ian Rodger from Salix Finance said: “The projects at the University of Creative Arts are
ambitious and our teams at Salix are looking forward to being part of the University’s journey to reach its Net Zero
targets.

“The University has made substantial progress in the last few years in reducing its carbon emissions and this PSDS grant
will enable significant further carbon reductions.

“As well as creating greener campuses, the buildings will also be more comfortable for the students, staff and other
visitors to use.”

Surrey joining up to tackle violence against women

2 May 2023

A new countywide, partnership strategy has been agreed to boost the county’s collective efforts to end Violence Against
Women and Girls in Surrey. Work will now commence with partners across Surrey on an action plan to support work over
the next three-years

The Surrey Partnership VAWG Strategy was developed with the County’s key partners, including survivors and
communities, specialist service provision, police, education and health, to build upon the extensive work already in
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progress to end VAWG, such as our Safer Streets initiative. The response will address VAWG across four pillars: Prepare,
Prevent, Protect and Pursue. These pillars underpin four key objectives: prevent violence against women and girls,
support victims and survivors, hold perpetrators to account and partnership working.

The strategy frames all crime types we know to disproportionally affect women and girls, such as domestic abuse, sexual
offences, and ‘honour’ based abuse, under the framework of tackling violence against women and girls.

It goes wider to include educating children on respectful relationships, tackling sexism in the office, and harassment and
intimidation of women and girls in Surrey’s communities. The County recognise that VAWG impacts LGBTQ+, minoritised
communities and children and adults with care and support needs in different ways, and the authority will look to
collaborate with specialist service provision to ensure an intersectional approach to supporting all survivors, and work to
break down additional barriers.

Harnessing the experiences and knowledge of all partners across the County’s multi-agency network, the strategy will set
out its shared vision, principles, and commitments. The governance framework will ensure accountability and enable
effective implementation of action plans by their partners.

Informed by the lived experience of women and girls within Surrey, the work of the partnership will help to empower
survivors, help them to feel safe and be safe, hold perpetrators to account and bring them to justice.

Joanna Killian, Chief Executive Surrey County Council said: “With the launch of our new county wide partnership VAWG
strategy we strive to end violence against women and girls in Surrey. The safety of women and girls within our
communities is a top priority for us, and we must ensure that they have opportunities to flourish without fear for their
safety. For too long abuse, violence, and harmful attitudes towards women and girls has been allowed to thrive, this stops
with us. This partnership strategy ensures collective action to tackle all forms of VAWG within Surrey, and we hope to be
a beacon of best practice for other counties across the UK. Together, with our residents, specialist services, partners, and
the expertise of women and girls, we will achieve our collective goal.”

Voter ID deadline warning

2 May 2023
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Epsom and Ewell Times has reported before about anxieties around the new requirement for photo ID for voters at the
upcoming local elections 4th May. LDRS reports on anxieties in the Surrey Borough of Runnymede which are no doubt
shared in Epsom and Ewell:

Don’t leave getting your voter ID for the May local elections sorted until the last minute. That is the message from
Runnymede Borough Council’s election manager as the deadline to secure proof approaches.

Local elections are taking place this year on Thursday May 4 and this year, for the first time, every voter heading to a
polling station in England must show a photo ID in order to cast their ballot.

Councils across Surrey have been rolling out communication pushes as the “last thing they want” is to be turning people
away at the polls. Kath Richards is the election manager for Runnymede Borough Council. She said: “The deadline to
apply for voter id is April 25 at 5pm. After the 25th there is nothing they can do. My concern is people will leave it until
the last minute. The nearer the election day they’ve got to rely on the post. If they leave it they might have to collect it
themselves. We don’t know if there is going to be a rush.”

There are a host of valid IDs that will be accepted on the day, including expired official documents such as passports, so
long as there is still a strong resemblance to the photograph.

Those who do not own an accepted ID can apply for what is known as the free Voter Authority Certificate - a fast track
card that will allow people to vote.

However, the deadline to apply is fast approaching leading to fears some may leave it too late. Applying for the voter card
can be done online. Residents upload a photo of themselves and it lands with the council where it is then checked to
ensure the person is who they say they are.

After that it is sent to a printing company in Sunderland before being posted back to people’s homes.

So far Runnymede has received about 60 applications - which have come through ‘in dribs and drabs’ despite the
communications push that saw notices go up on bins, banners and through people’s doors.
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She said: “We don’t want people to turn up on the day and not be able to vote because they’ve not got the right
information. The ID needs to be an original document. I've got a picture of my passport on my phone but I can’t use it. I
can be an out of date passport as long as the picture bears a resemblance. If you still look like the picture in your passport
it will still be accepted. I don’t want to be in a position where somebody says they don’t know about it. The last thing we
want to do is turn people away.”

She estimates that there are between two and eight per cent of the voting population who do not have a valid photo ID.

Not a massive figure in a population of about 60,000 voters but enough to potentially swing the balance in wards where
there is a small majority.

Accepted forms of photo ID:
You can use any of the following accepted forms of photo ID when voting at a polling station.

International travel
Passport issued by the UK, any of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, a British Overseas Territory, an EEA state or a
Commonwealth country

Driving and Parking

Driving licence issued by the UK, any of the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man, or an EEA state (this includes a provisional
driving licence)

A Blue Badge

Local travel

Older Person’s Bus Pass funded by the Government of the United Kingdom
Disabled Person’s Bus Pass funded by the Government of the United Kingdom
Oyster 60+ Card funded by the Government of the United Kingdom

Freedom Pass

Scottish National Entitlement Card

60 and Over Welsh Concessionary Travel Card

Disabled Person’s Welsh Concessionary Travel Card

Senior SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

Registered Blind SmartPass or Blind Person’s SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland
War Disablement SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

60+ SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

Half Fare SmartPass issued in Northern Ireland

Proof of age
Identity card bearing the Proof of Age Standards Scheme hologram (a PASS card)

Other government issued documents

Biometric immigration document

Ministry of Defence Form 90 (Defence Identity Card)
National identity card issued by an EEA state
Electoral Identity Card issued in Northern Ireland
Voter Authority Certificate

Anonymous Elector’s Document

The name on your ID should be the same name you used to register to vote.

Those who have registered to vote anonymously and want to vote in person, need to apply for an Anonymous Elector’s
Document.

Voter ID cards can be applied for via the Government’s website
Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections

Worrying about voter ID law

No photo - no vote!

(Image: SecretLondon Creative Commons)

Two Epsom brownfield developments?

2 May 2023

With local controversies about the draft Local Plan eyeing up Green Belt, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council soon
decides on two Town proposals. LDRS reports:
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Plans for a care home on the site of the former Epsom police station and ambulance station are set for refusal by
councillors. The planned building, a 96-bed care in Church Street in Epsom, would be over three to five storeys, but
council officers have raised concern about its “overly-domineering” impact on the surrounding area.

A meeting of Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s planning committee on Thursday (April 20) will make a decision on the
application.

The 96 bedrooms in the proposed home would provide nursing, residential and dedicated dementia care, and would have
en suite wet rooms.

There are 20 listed buildings in the The Church Street Conservation Area, which wraps around the south and west ends of
the site. Officers said the scale, form, design and materials of the plans would cause “cause less than substantial harm” to
the nearby listed buildings including Hermitage (Grade II Listed), Ashley Cottages (Grade II Listed) and The Cedars
(Grade IT* Listed).

A council report into the care home said the building would “represent an overly domineering and incongruous addition
that would fail to integrate with the prevailing character and appearance of the area”.

Concerns were also raised about the future of trees on the site including a cedar and a lime tree during excavation works
for the development.

At the same meeting, councillors should make a decision on a plan for 20 homes in a five- and six-storey development on
the corner of West Street and Station Approach in the town.

The plans, which would include just two affordable homes and five parking spaces, received 51 letters of objection raising
concerns about the impact on the character of the town, and the loss of the existing building.

Officers have recommended the plans be approved, which would include the demolition of the current 1905 building
which was originally a corn and coal merchants.

The redevelopment of the former Gillespie’s Bakery building has been objected to by the county council’s highways
authority, because of the need to reduce the width of the existing pavement and cycle path.

Under a previous application, the highways authority had not objected to plans, but since then a stronger policy had been
adopted to improve travel methods for pedestrians and cyclists, leading to the objection.

Despite the five car parking spaces not meeting the council’s guidelines for parking, an officers’ report said: “The site is in
a highly sustainable location with access to a number of public transport modes and the displaced parking can be
accommodated in adjacent public car parks and via on street parking.”

The two affordable homes in the plans also fall below the council’s affordable housing recommendations, but a 40 per cent
provision would “substantially affect the overall viability of the scheme”, according to council documents.

The meeting will take place on Thursday, April 20 at 7.30pm.
Related reports:
West Street developers climbing down enough?

From custody to caring - new plans for Epsom’s old nick.

Full list of candidates for Epsom and Ewell Council

2 May 2023

AO008 e @

Epsom and Ewell residents will go to the polls on May 4 to elect their councillors for the next four years.

All 35 seats on the council are up for election in Surrey’s smallest borough, and elections are taking place at the other ten
lower-tier authorities in the county as well.

The election at Epsom and Ewell Borough Council comes just six weeks after members voted for a pause to the plan for
homes in the borough in order to re-consider the inclusion of green belt sites such as Horton Farm being used for homes.

The council is currently led by Residents’ Association councillors and has been since it was founded in 1938. Residents
will elect councillors to 14 wards this year, with a new ward added in Horton.

Below we list all the candidates standing across the borough:
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Auriol

Hannah Mireille Jackson Abrahams - Conservative

John Richard Beckett - Stoneleigh and Auriol Residents’ Association
Garrick Bigwood - Labour Party

Caleb Michael Philip Heather - Conservative

Julia Karen Lucas - Labour

Oliver Schuster - Liberal Democrat

Darren William Talbot - Stoneleigh and Auriol Residents’ Association
Dorothee Katarina Wilbs - Liberal Democrat

Local Elections 4th May 2023 - Times coverage

HUSTINGS:

Wednesday 26th April:

3rd Scout Hall, Epsom Methodist Church, Ashley Road. Epsom, KT18 5AQ
6.15pm Stamford Ward

7.15pm Court Ward

8.15pm College Ward

Tuesday 2nd May at 7pm:
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Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF, one hustings will be held for the new Ward of

Horton.

College

Kate Emily Brooks - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Nigel Kenneth Benno Sippel Collin - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Charlotte Mary Day - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Julian Peter Freeman - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

James John Lawrence - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

Helen Lewis - Labour Party

Julie Anne Morris - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

Christopher Charles Muller - Conservative

Tom Peer - Conservative

Michael John Ware - Conservative

Court

Chris Ames - Labour Party

Christine Rosemary Beams - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Kate Chinn - Labour Party

Rob Geleit - Labour Party

David Erwin Lyndsay - Conservative

Geoffrey Christopher Pope - Conservative

Karen Seidel - Liberal Democrat

Sandy Smyth - Conservative

Mary Catherine Sullivan - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
David Michael Triggs - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Cuddington

Caroline Barretto - Labour Party

Dan Brown - Liberal Democrat

Kevin Rhys Davies - Labour Party

Garrett Michael Doran - Conservative

Alex Paul Hawkes Cole - Conservative

Graham Owen Jones - Residents’ Association of Cuddington

Phil Neale - Residents’ Association of Cuddington

Arun Matyjas Saini - Liberal Democrat

Rajesh Saini - Liberal Democrat

Kim Spickett - Residents’ Association of Cuddington

Lynn Walker - Conservative

Ewell Court

Tamas Balog - Liberal Democrat

Tom Chaloner - Conservative

Oliver Nathaniel Clement - Conservative

Dan Edwards - Labour Party

David Walter Gulland - Liberal Democrat

Debbie Monksfield - Labour Party

Peter William O’donovan - Ewell Court Residents’ Association
Christopher Robin John Watson - Ewell Court Residents’ Association
Ewell Village

Christine Gladys Cleveland - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
andrew Nicholas Cook - Conservative
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Sandra Noel Hatfield - Labour Party

Kenneth John Kimber - Liberal Democrat

andrej Kubicek - Liberal Democrat

David Anthony Lee - Green Party

Graham Rapier - Conservative

Clive David Woodbridge - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Horton

Ros Godson - Labour Party

Eber Alan Kington - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Henal Vinod Ladwa - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Philip Mclauchlan - Liberal Democrat

Bernie Muir - Conservative

Kieran Persand - Conservative

Mark Christian Todd - Labour Party

Paul Stephen Vagg - Liberal Democrat

Nonsuch

Jamie Abrahams - Conservative

Janice Baker - Green Party

Stephen William Dixon - Liberal Democrat

Shanice Goldman - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Gaye Hadfield - Labour Party

Christine Anne Howells - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Robert Leach - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Steven Liu - Conservative

Gary Derek Peters - Liberal Democrat

Sharon Marie Stead - Liberal Democrat

Ajay Kumar Uppal - Conservative

Ian Leslie Ward - Labour Party

Ruxley

Rob Adnitt - Labour Party

Joseph Ojo Alawo - Conservative

Catherine Anne Carver-Hill - Labour Party

Alex Coley - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

David Raymond John Collins - Conservative

David Michael Kidd - Green Party

Jan Mason - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

Marian Paula Morrison - Liberal Democrat

Stamford

Andrew Darren Bailey - Green Party

Steve Bridger - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
David Colleton Buxton - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

Richard William Chinn - Labour Party

Alison Kelly - Liberal Democrat Focus Team

Karen Landles - Labour Party

Martin Olney - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Aaron Persand - Conservative

Stephen Pontin - Conservative

Stoneleigh

Rusmat Roland Arthur Ahmed - Liberal Democrat

Charlotte Ann Angus - Conservative

Hannah Charlotte Emily Dalton - Stoneleigh and Auriol Residents’ Association
Brian William Fisher - Liberal Democrat

Anthony John Froud - Stoneleigh and Auriol Residents’ Association
Sue Hoyle - Labour Party

Tracy Margaret Muller - Conservative

Ragu Raymond - Labour Party

Town

Arthur Abdulin - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Neil andrew Dallen - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Danny Leonard Fullilove - Conservative

John Stuart Gosling - Labour Party

Yvonne Caroline Grunwald - Green Party

Sarah Louise Kenyon - Labour Party

Rachel Sarah King - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Gillian Miles - Liberal Democrat

Jamie Joseph O’sullivan - Conservative

Philip Victor Pavey - Liberal Democrat

Meera Persand - Conservative

Sarah Louise Charlotte Whitworth - Liberal Democrat

West Ewell
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Jason George anderson - Labour Party

Patrick Christopher Campion - Conservative

andrew John Casey - Liberal Democrat

Linda Martha Chmiel - Liberal Democrat

Tony Foster - Green Party

Lisa Zahra Haghir - Liberal Democrat

Nafiz Huq - Conservative

Lucie Kimberley Mcintyre - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
O’sullivan Kitty - Conservative

Humphrey Reynolds - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Alan Keith Williamson - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Woodcote and Langley Vale

Abbey Bloom - Labour Party

Liz Frost - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

Bernice Froud - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell

Daniel Charles Martyr - Liberal Democrat

Emily Lucia Cottam Martyr - Liberal Democrat

Steven John Mccormick - Residents’ Associations of Epsom and Ewell
Jonathan Neil Parkinson - Green Party

John Michael Payne - Liberal Democrat

Fiona Peer - Conservative

Henry Strausser - Conservative

Emma Charlotte Ware - Conservative

Mike Westbrook - Labour and Co-Operative Party

Related reports:

Beginning to line up for local elections
Register to vote deadline for elections
4th May Surrey goes to the polls

Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
Worrying about voter ID law

No photo - no vote!

Epsom and Ewell tenants paying for energy
inefficient homes?

2 May 2023

55% of inspected rented homes in Epsom and Ewell are below Grade C in Energy Performance ratings. Landlords are
required to obtain Energy Performance Certificates for their rentals. To obtain a certificate an independent expert must
inspect the property. In an analysis of inspections across the country between 2018 and 2022 Epsom and Ewell’s figures
are consistent with the country average. 5% of those below grade C are not going to be able to rise to a C grade in the
future because of structural limitations.
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The Government has plans to make a C grade mandatory for all rental properties from 2025. The most energy efficient
homes are graded A and the worse G. Those tenants living in sub C standard homes are paying more for their heating due
to poor insulation. Insulation was the most frequently recommended improvement measure for private rental properties,
making up 35% of all recommendations. On average tenants could save one third on their fuel bills if landlords brought
their properties up to the C grade.

Inspections for EPCs involve an assessment that looks at heating, windows and doors, insulation and other structural
factors, estimating how much it will cost to heat and light the property, what its carbon dioxide emissions are likely to be
and how to improve the rating.

Jonathan Winston, occupier support manager at the Carbon Trust said “14% of UK emissions arise from residences,
homes. That means the reductions that need to be made there are very significant in order for the UK to meet its legally
binding net zero target by 2050. The emissions are quite difficult to tackle, particularly around heating. There’s a major
need to decarbonize our heating sources.”

Chris Norris, Director of policy at the National Residential Landlords Association said “I think there’s an awful lot of
misunderstanding and uncertainty about what landlords need to do in terms of energy efficiency.

“But the future proposals are to get to a C or above, because the Government have got this Net Zero target for 2050. The
problem is, they consulted on those new rules about three years ago, they closed that consultation two years ago in
January 2021, and they’ve never actually confirmed what new rules will be.

“You've got lots of landlords that are actually quite open to making changes to their properties, or making decisions at
least about what they need to do, but they really don’t know what path to take and they can’t commit to those spending
decisions until we find out exactly what the Government wants to do.”

He added: “At the moment the Government is doing very little to support landlords to make these changes. They’ve not
even given us the target or the deadline for what we’ve got to do.”

Rachelle Earwaker, senior economist at the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, said: “Living in a home with a poor EPC
rating has a range of impacts on the tenants. Homes are colder, often damper. They are much more expensive to heat. At
the moment in the energy crisis, that has had a massive impact.

“What our research has shown is that 35% of low income private renters across the UK said they couldn’t afford to keep
their homes warm even before the recent winter that we’ve just had, and we know that a quarter were in arrears with the
energy bills in October and November, again before the winter.”

You can check any property’s EPC status on this Government link.

Related Reports:

Cllr Gulland: Insulate & Generate - two key aspects to include in the Local Plan for Epsom & Ewell
Is this Epsom Couple getting their heating for free?

Beginning to line up for local elections

2 May 2023
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A new Epsom and Ewell Borough Council will be elected on the 4th May. All 35 seats in all 14 wards are open to the
competition. Epsom and Ewell Times is providing every candidate standing the opportunity to have published on these
pages details of their candidacy and a short statement why they are standing.
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The candidates are listed strictly in order of receipt of their details.
CLICK HERE for the Epsom and Ewell Times guide to all candidates - as it stands today.

When nominations close and the official list of candidates is published our list will be verified. We are not responsible if
any candidate chooses not to provide details but we will endeavour to include the names and parties represented of all
candidates after the official lists are published.

Candidates can supply their details via Form of entry for candidates.

You may find useful this EEBC official map of the Wards. You should have posted to you a polling card stating in which
ward you live and are eligible to vote for.

The new ward of Horton and the three most closely contested wards in the last election of 2019 will each have a hustings
organised by Epsom and Ewell Times as follows:

Wednesday 26th April:

3rd Scout Hall, Epsom Methodist Church, Ashley Road. Epsom, KT18 5AQ
6.15pm Stamford Ward

7.15pm Court Ward

8.15pm College Ward

Tuesday 2nd May at 7pm:

Southfield Park Primary School, Long Grove Rd, Epsom KT19 8TF, one hustings will be held for the new ward of
Horton.

Related reports:

Register to vote deadline for elections
4th May Surrey goes to the polls
Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
Worrying about voter ID law

No photo - no vote!

4th May Surrey goes to the polls

2 May 2023

Election day in Surrey takes place on May 4 this year but because of the way the county is broken up, not every poll will
be the same. Surrey operates under a two-tier system, so there is a county-wide council that sits atop of 11 boroughs and
districts. On May 4 it’s the boroughs and districts that go to the polls.

But even the boroughs and districts are holding different types of election. Surrey Heath, Spelthorne, Epsom and Ewell,
and Guildford will have all out elections, where every councillor, in every ward will be decided on election day. The same
process is also happening in Mole Valley and Waverley, although this is because of boundary changes.

In Mole Valley there will be 13 new wards, down from 21, represented by 39 seats rather than the previous 41. Waverley
too has undergone major changes and instead of returning 57 members there will now only be 50 councillors. The
remaining five boroughs and districts, ElImbridge, Tandridge, Runnymede, Reigate and Banstead, and Woking will be
going out in thirds.

This year will also be the first time people will be required to show photo ID to vote in person.

In previous elections, residents of Woking have taken part in the Government’s photo ID pilot tests. The law was changed
last year so that voters have to show photo ID before being issued a ballot paper in polling stations for general, local,
police and crime commissioner elections, or any future referendum.

Related reports:
Register to vote deadline for elections
Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!
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Worrying about voter ID law

No photo - no vote!

Register to vote deadline for elections

2 May 2023

19

The deadline to register to vote in May’s local elections is approaching. Those who need to register, including those who
have recently moved house, need to do so before midnight on April 17.

Local elections are being held on May 4 across the country, including for councils across Surrey.

All 11 district and borough councils in Surrey are holding elections, some for a third of their councillors and some for the
whole council. There is also a by-election for Surrey County Council in the Walton South and Oatlands division, following
the resignation of Cllr Tony Samuels.

Councils have started sending out poll cards to voters, anyone who has not received one or who has recently moved may
not be registered to vote.

Registration should take around five minutes on the gov.uk website, and though people may be asked for their National
Insurance number, it is possible to register without one.

Registering anonymously is also possible for those who do not want their name to appear on the electoral register.

May’s elections will be the first where all voters will need to bring photo ID to vote, with only certain forms being
accepted. Those without the necessary photo ID, which includes passports, driving licence and an Oyster 60+ Card, can
apply for a free voter ID document.

While online registration is the quickest way, voters can also print off a paper form to be sent to their local Electoral
Registration Office, which is the relevant district or borough council.

To check if they are registered to vote, voters also need to contact the electoral services team at their local council.

Voters must be aged 18 or over on election day and be a British, Irish, European Union citizen, or Commonwealth citizen
with permission to enter or stay in the UK, or who does not need permission, as well as being registered to vote.

Image - Runnymede Council.

Epsom and Ewell Times adds: For guidance on photo ID read our report HERE “No Photo, No Vote”.
Related reports:
Turn up to turn downturn in turnout!

Worrying about voter ID law

Surrey sleep specialists supported

2 May 2023
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The University of Surrey has been awarded £1.7 million to further research into the sleep and circadian rhythms of
people living with dementia.

Disturbed sleep is a common symptom for people living with dementia, but it is not known how and to what extent sleep
disturbance exacerbates the disease.

Led by Professor Derk-Jan Dijk, the team at Surrey will expand their innovative programme of research that is using
new technologies to non-invasively monitor and improve the sleep of dementia sufferers. The research is conducted in
close collaboration with Imperial College London and the Surrey and Borders Partnership Trust, as part of the UK
Dementia Research Institute (UK DRI).

Professor Derk-]Jan Dijk, Director of Surrey Sleep Research Centre (SSRC), said:

“People living with dementia often have issues with sleep and, often, their memory is seemingly worse after a bad night.
Good quality sleep is integral to our cognitive health, and now we need to test whether improving the sleep of those living
with dementia will slow down the progression of the condition and preserve an individual’s memory for longer. To assist
with this, we have the opportunity to use new technologies to both monitor and potentially improve the sleep of dementia
sufferers over an extended period, in a way that is non-intrusive and supportive to people living with dementia and their
carers.

“This award is invaluable in helping us to continue our work and I am grateful to the UK DRI, the Medical Research
Council, Alzheimer’s Research UK and Alzheimer’s Society for making this possible.”

To learn more and ultimately improve the sleep of those living with dementia, researchers are applying digital health
technologies that can sense movements and physiological signals of individuals whilst they sleep. This combined with
mathematical modelling, machine learning, video analysis of sleep behaviour and molecular biomarker approaches, will
yield a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between sleep, circadian rhythms, symptoms and disease
progression in people living with dementia.

Professor Dijk added:

“A major advantage of the novel digital technologies we’re working with, many of which are contactless, is that they pose
very little burden on the participant and can be used to monitor sleep and circadian rhythms in the home environment for
weeks, months and years.”

The Surrey team will also continue to test new interventions to improve sleep. Interventions to be tested include changing
brain oscillations through delivery of precisely targeted auditory stimulation during REM sleep (a sleep stage thought to
be particular important for brain function) or improving the light environment to boost circadian rhythms.

Professor Paul Townsend, Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Executive Dean of the Faculty of Health and Medical Sciences at the
University of Surrey, said:

“Congratulations to Professor Dijk and the team of researchers from across the University in securing this fantastic
award. This is testament to their hard work and dedication in this field.

“This year marks 20 years of the Surrey Sleep Research Centre which continues to go from strength to strength and
cements our position as a global leader of sleep research.”

Fiona Carragher, Director of Research and Influencing at Alzheimer’s Society and a Surrey alumni, said:

“As a founding partner and funder of the UK DRI, we are very proud of what the Institute has achieved since its launch in
2017. We congratulate everyone involved in placing it on the map as a global leader in dementia research and for the
great impact it has had so far. This has included critical research into developing new diagnostic tools to ensure people
living with dementia receive an early and accurate diagnosis, potentially giving them access to one of the disease-
modifying treatments we hope to see emerging from the clinical trials pipeline in the coming years.”

Surrey University Press Office
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