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Redhill theatre gone to rack and ruin?
9 August 2024

There are currently no plans to reopen a much loved Surrey town centre theatre according to a new report.

The Harlequin Theatre in Redhill closed its doors in September 2023 after the discovery of reinforced autoclaved
aerated concrete (RAAC). Nearly one year on, surveys to establish the extent of the issue have not been completed and
there is no indication of when any work may start, or the venue re-open.

Reigate and Banstead Council (RBC) will discuss the future of the theatre at a Strategies Meeting on Thursday (August
15).

RBC said: “We hoped it would be a temporary closure, but due to the extent of the RAAC identified so far and the complex
structure of the building, we do not expect to be able to re-open the theatre in the foreseeable future.”

In a report by council officers, it has been recommended to stop current Harlequin arts and cultural activities, including
the December show and the pop-up in The Belfry shopping centre.  The report also warned that “many loyal, hardworking
staff” could face redundancy if the recommendation was adopted.

“I’m outraged,” Cllr  Andrew Proudfoot  told the Local Democracy Reporting Service (LDRS).  He said:  “This is  an
absolutely essential hub for local arts and schools. This is the suggestion of a Conservative attack on community life.”

Cllr Proudfoot put forward a motion at last month’s council meeting to reaffirm RBC’s commitment to the arts, secure an
interim facility and develop a reopening plan for the theatre. The Green Party member said at the meeting that the
theatre is home to many local organisations, providing cultural identity and nurturing young talent. They added there are
no other similar facilities for large cultural events in the borough.

Locals have expressed their disappointment at the recommended decision and the ongoing uncertainty for the provision of
arts and culture in the area. Some said they were “heartbroken” as the Harlequin Theatre gave them opportunities to
develop in the creative arts.

RBC said it was “keen to keep access to the arts alive” while the building has been closed by delivering the successful Big
Top Panto in Memorial Park and its regular ‘Harlequin Outdoors’ summer programme in Reigate’s Castle Grounds.

Options tabled in the report include putting on the Christmas 2024 show and then making all Harlequin staff redundant in
2025, and working on a renewed opening in April next year. Costing the council an estimated overspend of £250-300k, it
is the cheapest proposed option other than to stop all activity of the Harlequin theatre.

In a press statement, Cllr Nadean Moses, Executive Member for Sustainability and Leisure, said: “Our commitment to
providing an arts and cultural offer in the medium and long-term remains strong.” With no more events scheduled after
the Outdoor Theatre closing on September 7, Cllr Moses said it can review the costs and benefits of the theatre as well as
developing future options for the arts.

The council is looking at new venues such as a school or a cabaret-style performance space. Work is being done for a full
business plan of the council’s offering of creative arts to its residents for 2025.

A question of Chalk Pit noise and dust
9 August 2024
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Noise and dust pollution from the Chalk Pit waste recycling centre in Epsom continues to exacerbate the Council as
residents’ complaints continue unabated.

On 26th March 2024 Epsom and Ewell Council decided to allocate funds to address the issue. £40,000 was reserved for
independent  noise  investigation,  and  £100,000  was  allocated  for  potential  enforcement  and  litigation  work.  The
Environment Committee was directed to identify equivalent savings or income to replenish the reserve by the end of the
financial year 2025-2026.

Questions were raised at the Full Council 30th July on progress.

Cllr  Steve McCormick  (RA Woodcote and Langley)  asked his  fellow RA ward Councillor  Liz Frost (Chair  of  the
Environment Committee) “The Chalk Pit site is still causing many of our residents noise and dust nuisance with several
complaints being logged daily to this council, Surrey County Council and the Environment Agency. There are planning
applications in process with Surrey County Council but in the meantime, residents are experiencing regular disturbance
to the unencumbered enjoyment of their homes and gardens. What actions are this council taking to address these
statutory issues that this council is responsible for?”

Cllr Frost responded: “The Council has proceeded in line with its statutory duties to take such steps as are reasonably
practicable to investigate complaints of nuisance. This has included an early morning visit to characterise and witness the
noise at that time. Further, and as a consequence of a temporary diversion of resource away from a separate statutory
service, the council intends to deploy a dedicated officer for Chalk Pit work alone for a limited number of hours per week
over the summer period.”

Cllr McCormick pressed the matter: “Can Councillor Frost confirm details for the dedicated officer mentioned, specifically
how many hours per week, confirmation on the role of the officer resource, i.e., additional monitoring, for example? And
why is the summer period only in scope? Why not a longer period until statutory nuisance is resolved?”

Cllr Frost replied: “The number of hours is not yet known. We are working with somebody who we are hoping to engage,
who has a lot of experience in this type of work. So we will be having an expert who is used to investigating noise
nuisance and knows what they’re looking for. We’re hoping that the work will start in August. I can’t really tell you how
long it will go on for or exactly how many hours; it depends on how much is needed, and the contract has yet to be signed,
so it’s difficult to answer that.”

Cllr James Lawrence (LibDem College) pursued the matter further: “It’s very useful to hear that we’ve got some form of
plan for a dedicated officer time and resource to focus on the Chalk Pit. Would the Chair agree that it is unacceptable for
residents to be woken up at 5:40 a.m. due to the repeated banging and experience repeated disruption throughout the
day? Has this experience influenced your decision to give this dedicated officer resource?”

Councillor Frost responded: “I do agree this is not a good situation with people being woken up at this time. I think we
would all agree with that. The difficulty comes with finding the actual evidence and identifying exactly who is responsible.
That is something we are hoping to get more information on, but yes, it is not a good situation.”

Meanwhile local residents complain they are suffering and the Council and other agencies are not doing enough quickly
enough.

Related reports:

Chalk Pit action – a tale of two committees

“Heat and Dust” epic in Epsom

Chalk Pit debate deferred by late abatement

Will the dust ever settle on Chalk Pit conflict?

Epsom and Ewell Mayor’s busy year
9 August 2024

The Mayor of Epsom and Ewell Cllr. Steve Bridger (RA Stamford) addressed the full council 30th July and told the
meeting about his business.

“My Mayoral year has started well, with almost 40—well, over 40 now—duties attended so far and many more lined up.
Almost first was the Founder’s Day at Epsom College. I’m probably the only mayor that has been fortunate enough to
attend two of these fantastic days. I’m also probably the only mayor that was called for jury service in June, which
unfortunately clashed with Armed Forces Day. Two firsts in the first month is not bad going, really, so let’s see what the
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rest of the year holds.

Derby Day was an unforgettable time, with grapefruit and sampling the Royal Melon, which was a gift from the Japanese
Racing Association. I managed to hand over my £50 to Betfred, where all my horses went unplaced. One highlight that I
felt humbled to be part of was the 80th-anniversary events of the D-Day Landings. The service at the Clock Tower in the
morning and then the fantastic event organized by the officers on the Downs, ending with the lighting of the beacon in the
evening,  was a very moving experience.  Despite a somber atmosphere,  there was a feeling of  celebration,  with a
traditional British fish and chip meal served at the Grandstand. It became a complete day honoring those who sacrificed
their lives to make a better world for everyone.

I’ve also celebrated the 75 years that 135 Squadron has had the freedom of the borough, followed by the well-oiled and
organized Village Day. I ended up judging the best or worst faces pulled with the Morris men and women. Other events
that have been attended include the opening of two nurseries—and no, they’re not the flowering type. These are the
starting posts to welcome the next generation into our borough. Everything has changed dramatically since my wife and I
were parents to young children, and it’s amazing what facilities are available to the youngsters nowadays.

Handing out many trophies and prizes to students around the borough while celebrating their success stories emphasizes
the great facilities we have to offer as they transition into the wider world. These people are our future, and they need to
be recognized. Apart from the luxuries of being Mayor, it’s been humbling to see the other side of life, where an army of
volunteers is beavering away in the background in all areas of our lives. Without much recognition, they do the important
work of looking after the vital parts of our lives in the borough. These efforts we do not fully appreciate, so I thank them
unreservedly for their work.

My charity committee has been working hard organizing events to raise money for my worthwhile charities. The first
event earlier this month was a cream tea at the Horton with the Mayor and the Mayoress. This was very well attended,
and unfortunately, we had to turn people away as it was overbooked. We had 84 attendees in all, which is fantastic. I
would like to thank the Deputy Mayor for his great piano playing during the tea and the Horton for the superb venue.

We’ve got a beer festival planned for the four days of the August bank holiday in conjunction with the Jolly Coopers.
They’re producing a specially brewed beer named “The Charitable Mayor” for the event, and the special beer mats being
produced will become collector’s items in years to come. Proceeds from this event will be going to my charity fund. I
expect to see a lot of inebriated councillors over the bank holiday staggering around Stamford and Goose Green—or I
hope so.

Please put my Civic Service on the 8th of September in your diaries. It is being held at Christ Church by Stamford Green.
Another big event in your diary will be the Charity Ball with a Twist. This will be held at Epsom College in their Big School
on Saturday, the 5th of April next year. Many other events have been planned for the rest of my year. These will be
publicized as the details are finalized.”

Council pay tribute to Epsom tree hero
9 August 2024

Councillors of Epsom and Ewell stood in silence in memory of local tree hero Mike Ford. The full council meeting held in
the Town Hall chamber on 30th July heard a tribute from Councillor Steven McCormick (RA Woodcote and Langley
Vale).

“It is with great sadness that we share the news of the passing of Mike Ford on June 27, 2024. Mike was a pivotal figure in
the creation of the Epsom Tree Advisory Board nearly three decades ago. He moved to Epsom in February 1981 and
worked as a skilled carpenter for over 50 years, retiring in 2009. He is survived by his loving wife, Leslie, and their son,
Darren, and daughter, Emma.

For many years, Mike dedicated himself to planting, nurturing, and caring for countless trees within our community and
beyond. His passion for trees is evident in every project he undertook. I first met Mike in Rosebery Park around 2010
when the Friends group was developing a tree trail for park visitors. Thanks to Mike’s vast knowledge, the tree trail was
published and is available to this day on the Friends of Rosebery Park website.

Mike’s deep understanding of the park’s trees was astounding, reflecting his unwavering commitment to the natural
world. Mike could recount the origins of many trees in Rosebery Park and across the borough, often mentioning if they’d
come from his own garden. I vividly remember finishing a walk with him, standing by the pond in Rosebery Park, gazing
at willow trees, and he remarked, “We don’t plant trees to enjoy in our lifetime; we plant for future generations to enjoy.”
This profound statement underscores the enduring impact of his work.

As our friendship grew, I became more involved with the Tree Advisory Board. Mike’s tireless efforts helped secure the
planting  and  preservation  of  trees  across  the  borough.  His  enthusiasm inspired  a  dedicated  group  of  volunteers,
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embodying his can-do, will-do spirit. Mike’s passing leaves a significant void, and I will miss our conversations dearly.
However, I am comforted by the memory of the successful replanting of the Mike Ford Copse in the Alexander Recreation
Ground by board members last December. Mike was there to witness it.

Mike Ford’s legacy will endure through the Epsom Tree Advisory Board and the many trees he planted, which will
continue to offer hope, shade, and beauty to future generations. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.”

Related report:

Dedicated Epsom tree-man

Image: Dedication event at Alexandra Recreation Ground honours local hero Mike Ford Epsom & Ewell, 3rd December
2023

Surrey roads get better marks
9 August 2024

Nearly £2m will be spent this year on improving road markings across the county, with over 48 miles of line painting
already completed.

Surrey County Council has substantially increased its funding for this and coming years to make the county’s roads safer
and improve their visual appearance. This is in addition to the largest ever surface dressing programme which will see
over 100 roads improved across Surrey to help prevent potholes.

The programme of works will see white and yellow road markings refreshed on roads across the county, with busy roads
and those most in need of refreshing prioritised. This will also include major motorway junctions including the M25 J6
(Godstone), J8 (Reigate), J9 (Leatherhead) and M3 J1 (Sunbury Cross).

Matt Furniss, Cabinet Member for Highways, Transport and Economic Growth, said: “We’re very aware that well-
maintained and presentable roads are highly important to our residents. This is why here in Surrey, we’re investing nearly
£300m in repairing and improving Surrey’s roads and pavements by 2028.

“Our increased investment in line painting will improve the safety and appearance of many roads across our highway
network, along with our surface dressing programme which will significantly strengthen 85 miles of the county’s busiest
roads, preventing deterioration in years to come.

“Our highways teams are also continuing to trial new products which can complete these works in half the time, whilst
also using more sustainable equipment.”

Residents can keep up to date with works in their local area by signing up to our weekly highways newsletter here: Your
Highways Update landing page (surreycc.info).

East Street development not off the Hook
9 August 2024

On Tuesday, 16th of July, the Environment Committee at Epsom and Ewell Council sat down to discuss the possibility that
there might be considerable environmental issues at the Hook Road Multi-Story Car Park.

It was decided in principle to release the Hook Road Car Park to facilitate wider redevelopment of the gas holder site.
Hesitation is largely due to the lack of information on the severity of the level of contamination in the area.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dedicated-epsom-tree-man
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-roads-get-better-marks
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In the report provided by council officer Mark Shepard, it was stressed that the issues of contamination are based on what
is underneath the car park, that there is no present risk to people’s health, and it is safe to use for its intended purpose.

The Hook Road Car Park sits on top of a water aquifer and operates directly adjacent to a former gas works that has been
in operation since circa 1870 (which can be seen on the historical land use map). Given the lack of environmental
research into the soil and water of the gas holder site, it’s not known to what extent the Hook Road Car Park is dealing
with a ticking time bomb of contaminants. Gas sites are generally considered some of the most contaminated sites across
the United Kingdom, especially ones that have been in operation from the 19th to 20th century, when there were next to
no regulations for the disposal of industrial waste.

The byproducts of coal gasification include tar and pitch, which contain toxic and potentially carcinogenic polycyclic
aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Ammonia, another byproduct, can contaminate soil  and groundwater. Other harmful
substances, such as toxic phenolic compounds, spent oxides, and sulphur compounds, also pose contamination risks to soil
and water. Additionally, the process involves toxic chemicals that contribute to heavy metal pollution, including lead,
arsenic,  mercury,  and  chromium.  These  byproducts  pose  significant  environmental  and  health  risks  due  to  their
persistence and toxicity. As for the gas holder site at Hook Road, council officer Mark Shepard stated in the committee
meeting that “we don’t yet know the level of contamination.”

There is the additional factor of Thames Water’s Epsom Water Works, located a short distance away. The East Street
drinking water boreholes are in close proximity (less than 200m) to the former gas works site. This means that if there are
any attempts for a clean-up at the former gas works site, it would necessitate thorough monitoring by the Environment
Agency on account of its potential risk for contamination. In the meantime, the council’s decision remains provisional as
they await more detailed environmental assessments to determine the appropriate course of action.

Image: Hook Road Car Park and gasworks – Google

Paving the way to better regulation?
9 August 2024

The Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has voted to dispense its current pavement licence policy, rather than it being
updated to copy the .GOV guidance. This change comes as part of a broader review conducted during an Environment
Committee Meeting held on July 16th. Instead, Officers of the council will continue to determine applications under
delegated authority, with the Council’s website linking to the .GOV guidance. 

[This post corrects an earlier post that incorrectly inferred that applications would no longer be processed by EEBC.]

The original pavement licence policy, introduced under the Government’s Business and Planning Act of 2020, was a
temporary measure designed to assist the hospitality sector amid the economic turmoil caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
It allowed cafes and similar businesses to place removable tables and chairs on adjacent council-owned highways for a
capped fee of £100, a significant reduction compared to the more cumbersome procedures under the 1980’s Highways
Act.

As part of the 2024 Levelling Up agenda, this temporary policy was transformed into a permanent measure. However, the
cost cap was raised, allowing councils to charge up to £500 for new licences and £350 for renewals. This shift aimed to
provide local authorities with greater financial flexibility.  

The decision has sparked a range of reactions. Some view the licence fee as an additional financial burden on small,
independent cafes striving to thrive in a challenging economic environment. However, proponents argue that the policy
plays a crucial role in ensuring pedestrian safety and accessibility, preventing removable furniture from obstructing
pathways and ensuring compliance with accessibility standards.

During the committee meeting, concerns over the cost of the licence fees were voiced. Councillor Robert Leach criticised
the high fees,  particularly the notion of  paying £555 to process a form and issue a licence,  suggesting it  seemed
“ridiculous” and speculating that the figure was derived using a “different unit of currency.” However, it was clarified that
the actual cost of processing a new application exceeded the fees charged, necessitating the higher rate to break even,
though this remains capped by the government.

However, doubts were also raised regarding the renewal fee of £350, with some committee members questioning the
justification for this amount, given that most of the necessary work is completed during the initial application process

Image: Cafe tables outside Zig Zag Epsom High Street – Google

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/paving-the-way-to-better-regulation


24th September 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
6

A lesson in Green Belt development?
9 August 2024

A controversial  plan  to  build  446 homes on Green Belt  land near  Horley,  Surrey,  has  been approved on appeal,
overturning the local council’s initial rejection.

The development, proposed by Rydon Homes, will include up to 446 homes – including 201 affordable homes (45 per
cent), and four Traveller pitches on land west of Reigate Road in Hookwood. Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) 
confirmed there is a significant unmet need for this type of specific housing within the local area.

Despite concerns about its impact on the Green Belt, the planning inspector ruled that the “very substantial public
benefits” of the housing outweighed the harm to the protected area. This decision comes amid what the inspector called
“an acute need for affordable housing” in the district.

MVDC rejected  the  outline  planning  application,  claiming  it  could  appear  “cramped”  and  “incongruous”  with  the
surrounding area. MVDC’s initial decision report from November 2023 said the development will have a “detrimental
transport impact”.

However since then, the authority changed the site from being a ‘protected area’ in the Local Plan to a ‘potential
development site’ – so they could not defence their original decision. The developer launched an appeal.

The scheme was allowed after the developer Rydon Homes attended the inquiry with a team of 16 headed by a KC. At the
start of the hearing MVDC & Charlwood Parish Council withdrew their objections to the planning application.

The inspector noted the opportunities for transport, employment and other facilities due to its proximity to Hookwood,
Horley and Gatwick Airport. He also found transport options were satisfactory and in agreement with Surrey County
Council.

Concerns were raised by locals that the increase of around a thousand new residents would put pressure on GPs and
schools. Rough plans put forward by the developer suggests it will create new community facilities like early education,
but details are not yet apparent.

Although the inspectorate agreed there was a degree of harm to the character and appearance of the neighbourhood, he
concluded there was “very special circumstances” to build on the Green Belt.

Image: View of development land west from Hookwood, Horley. (Credit: Google Street View)

Council works with local charities for needy
9 August 2024

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council is working with three local charities to distribute up to £88,700 from the Household
Support Fund to people experiencing financial  hardship across the borough. The council  will  work with The Good
Company, Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell and The Meeting Room to ensure that funds can be accessed by vulnerable
residents including families, pensioners, unpaid carers, care leavers and disabled people, before 30 September 2024.

The Household Support Fund was first introduced on 30 September 2021 by Central Government to offer cost of living
support over the winter months. This is the fifth time the scheme has been extended.

Councillor Neil Dallen, (RA Town Ward) Chair of the Strategy & Resources Committee, said “We know that the last few
years have been difficult for many of our residents. By working with The Good Company, Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell
and The Meeting Room, we aim to ensure that the financial support offered by the Household Support Fund can be
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accessed by the people in Epsom & Ewell who need it most.

“These trusted partners connect with vulnerable residents across the borough through their fantastic services which
include, but are not limited to:

The Epsom and Ewell Food Banks and Epsom Pantry, in South Street Epsom, run by the Good Company

The Financial Wellbeing Support Service, run by Citizen’s Advice

Drop-ins and activities for residents at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness, run by The Meeting Room.

In addition, they have the expertise and administrative experience to ensure that allocations are distributed across the
borough both promptly and efficiently.”

Residents who require financial aid can contact one of the three organisations mentioned above.

Find  out  more  about  the  Household  Support  Fund,  including  how  to  apply  for  funding  in  Epsom  &
Ewell:  https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/cost-living-support/household-support-fund

Appl icat ions  for  Household  Support  Funds  can  be  made  through  Cit izen’s  Advice  Epsom  and
Ewell:  www.caee.org.uk/household-support-fund

For advice about cost of living support, residents can also visit:

The Advice Café in Epsom, for advice and support through a wide variety of services, on Friday mornings
between  10am-12noon  at  St.  Barnabus’  Church,  Epsom:  Community  Hub  —  St  Barnabas  (stbarnabas-
epsom.org.uk)

The Cost of Living pages on Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s website to view a range of information and
support: Cost of living support | Epsom and Ewell Borough Council (epsom-ewell.gov.uk)

The Household Support Fund

The Household Support Fund is for anyone who’s vulnerable or cannot pay for essentials. Residents do not have to be
getting benefits to get help. If a resident does receive benefits, they will not be affected if a payment from a Household
Support Fund scheme is awarded.

Good Company

Good Company is a charity working to prevent and alleviate poverty in East Surrey.

Their mission is: “To lead our community towards a poverty-free future, while supporting those who need our help. We
demonstrate our values by being compassionate, kind, trusting, engaged, non-judgemental and resourcing.”

Good  Company  Trust  incorporates:  Epsom  &  Ewell  Foodbank,  Epsom  &  Ewell  Refugee  Network,  Poverty  Truth
Commission, Epsom Pantry (Part of Your Local Pantry network) and more. goodcompany.org.uk.

Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell Citizens Advice provide free, independent, confidential and impartial advice to everyone
regardless of race, gender, disability, sexual orientation, age or nationality.

Citizens Advice Epsom & Ewell was one of the first Citizens Advice Bureaux to be created in 1939 and is the member of
the national Citizens Advice network serving people who live or work in the borough of Epsom and Ewell. Citizens Advice
Epsom & Ewell – Home (caee.org.uk).

The Meeting Room

The Meeting Room is a registered charity operating in the Mole Valley and Epsom areas. The charity was founded in 2014
by Graham Peddie MBE, who was a leading advocate for assisting the most vulnerable people in our community. Their
clients are of all backgrounds and ages and their focus is to provide meaningful support to those with a wide variety of
issues including homelessness, poverty, physical or mental health difficulties, breakdown of relationships, social exclusion
and loneliness and issues with alcohol or drugs. Home | The Meeting Room – Helping Vulnerable People.

Mixed responses in Surrey to 20mph zones
9 August 2024

Plans for new speed limits in Surrey could go ahead despite lack of confidence it would improve road safety.

Locals said they considered road conditions and potholes to have a greater impact on safe driving and cycling.

https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/residents/cost-living-support/household-support-fund
https://www.caee.org.uk/household-support-fund
https://www.stbarnabas-epsom.org.uk/community-hub
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https://epsom-ewell.gov.uk/cost-of-living
http://www.goodcompany.org.uk/
https://www.caee.org.uk/
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https://www.themeetingroom.org.uk/
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Reviewing speed limits is part of Surrey County Council’s (SCC) road safety strategy called ‘Vision Zero’ in partnership
with Surrey Police (including the Police and Crime Commissioner),  Surrey Fire and Rescue and National  Highway
colleagues. It aims to halve the number of collisions where someone is killed or seriously injured on the roads by 2035,
with the ambition to get to ‘zero’ by 2050.

In the early 2000s Surrey had 60-70 deaths on the road every year and in the last few years it has reduced 30 or under, a
Surrey County Council committee heard July 18. Cllr Matt Furniss (Conservative Cabinet Member for Transport and
Infrastructure) said the number of collisions has “plateaued” around the 30 mark.

Highlights of the strategy include: introducing more 20mph limits around schools, town centres and residential areas,
investing in sophisticated speed cameras to tackle the worst speeding and casualty routes; review 60 mph rural speed
limits and replace them with lower limits.

Over 3,600 people responded to the consultation between January and March this year, both Surrey drivers and local
residents.

Concerns were raised that 70 per cent of respondents were not confident or neutral that the strategy would improve road
safety in Surrey, causing councillors to question whether it should rethink the proposal.

Respondents said they felt road maintenance had a greater impact on road safety and therefore the money would be
better spent on fixing potholes and improving roads. “I would much prefer to see the roads we already have maintained
better rather than new interventions,” one respondent said.

Officers admitted road maintenance is “crucial”, but said it was not the purpose of the multi-partner strategy. They added
that “significant work” was already taking place to address the road defects.

Despite not having data to hand to show if improved road maintenance would lead to less road collisions, officers said
police reports would let SCC know if this was the case.

The committee heard that potholes and road defects were occasionally mentioned in police reports but the speed limits
and road maintenance “goes hand in hand” and “needs to work together” to improve safety.

Half of the responses (1,832) disagreed with the proposal for new 20mph speed limits, with 10 per cent (around 366)
feeling neutral. The report stated the public had a “mixed view” on the subject.

Sceptical of this, Cllr Mark Sugden (Conservative) said: “Is the issue a lack of understanding and communication, or is
there a fundamental disagreement to the proposed strategy?”

Officers claimed not everyone understood the policy. They highlighted 135 (4 per cent) of the respondents who had
disagreed with implementing 20mph speed limits, had in fact aligned with the proposals. These included comments that
did not support a blanket approach but only supported 20 mph limits in town centres, residential areas or near schools
but not on main roads.

Negative comments by the public said 20mph limits do not improve safety (170 responses) and increase congestion and
air pollution (132 responses). Officers accepted some people may be against the proposals but argued their reasoning
went against national research shown in their report.

Officers repeatedly stressed that enforcing 20mph speed limits would not be a “blanket approach” and would, if approved
by the cabinet, be subject to local consultation. They added the council needed to communicate its road safety message
more effectively with residents.

With only 46 per cent of respondents being happy or very happy with the approach, officers said they had “hoped for more
support” for the proposals. A further 20 per cent were neutral to the safe roads approach.

The committee resolved that SCC needed to address the public’s perception that fixing potholes would improve road
safety and the concern whether the strategy will succeed.
Image: Neighbouring London Borough of Kingston’s Bridge Road approach to Epsom and Ewell 20 mph zone.

Making Box Hill more accessible on foot
9 August 2024

Access has been vastly improved up to iconic landmark, Box Hill in the Surrey Hills National Landscape thanks to the
refurbishment of 300 steps.

Originally installed by volunteers back in the 1980s, the steps had become eroded and difficult to navigate with visitors
often detouring off the steps onto slippery and dangerous terrain. The steps, which traverse the steep hillside linking the
Stepping Stones path to the summit have been excavated and rebuilt to protect the biodiversity of the site and encourage

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/making-box-hill-more-accessible-on-foot
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residents and visitors to access the popular beauty spot in a more sustainable way. 

Thanks to funding from the North Downs Way National Trail, through the Interreg Experience Fund, Natural England and
Surrey County Council, over £53,000 was allocated to the project. Surrey County Council’s Countryside Access Team
commissioned, and project managed the extensive works which also included improving additional paths between the
river and the steps.  

Landscape construction specialists Maydencroft, undertook the work over a 3-month period with the challenging location
of the steps meaning much of the construction had to be done by hand rather than machinery with materials carried to
the site each day by a team of workers. A floating pontoon was even installed across the River Mole to help get materials
to the site.

The new steps have been constructed using around 15 tons of recycled plastic which has been manufactured from a total
of 7,731,360 milk bottle tops. This hardwearing material was chosen due to its longevity, helping to reduce future
maintenance costs, prevent plastic from going into landfill and the felling of trees for materials. If oak boards had been
used instead of recycled plastic a total of five oak trees would have needed to be felled.

Marisa Heath, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for the Environment comments:  “This iconic site is much
loved by residents and visitors. The refurbishment of these steps encourages everyone to access the site in a more
sustainable way, offering the visitor a choice to travel via public transport and safely climb up to the famous viewpoint
without  the need to  bring a  car  and without  disturbing wildlife  by coming over  the created path.  It  is  also  very
encouraging to see the use of recycled materials out in Surrey’s countryside, helping to not only to reduce the long-term
maintenance burden on Surrey County Council but also tackling climate change by the reduction of emissions.”

Peter Morris,  North Downs Way National  Trail  Manager comments:  “It  is  wonderful  to  see  how successful
partnership working has enabled this engineering feat to be completed quickly and efficiently for the benefit of all users.
Box Hill, in the Surrey Hills National Landscape is one of the highlights on the North Downs Way National Trail. It is
important that everyone has an opportunity to enjoy and experience this 153 mile long-distance trail,  so making it
accessible is vital. Thanks to all partners including Surrey County Council, the National Trust, Maydencroft and the
European Regional Development Fund for supporting the project and helping to secure the future resilience of our natural
and cultural assets.”

Stephanie Fudge, National Trust General Manager Surrey Hills comments: “Since the steps were re-opened to the
public, we have had some great feedback about the ease of access along this trail. It is one of the most popular routes at
Box Hill and it has improved the experience of walkers. There are a couple of rest points with views that many visitors
take advantage of. It has been wonderful working with Surrey County Council and the National Trail on this initiative and
we are grateful for the support.”

Community urged to help restore nature in Surrey 
9 August 2024

Surrey County Council is seeking support from residents, businesses and community groups to help shape a new ‘Local
Nature Recovery Strategy’ (LNRS).

Developed with partners, the strategy will set out a roadmap for the restoration and enhancement of Surrey’s natural
environment, ensuring that it is sustainable now and for future generations.

Marisa Heath, Cabinet Member for Environment at Surrey County Council said, “We are at a crucial, formative
stage of a plan that we hope will create an environment where wildlife can truly thrive in Surrey.

“To ensure that everyone embraces the LNRS and to maintain momentum in taking action to help nature, we want to
make sure that as many people as possible are involved right from the start. That’s why we encourage and welcome
insight and opinion on what people want from their natural environment. Whether it’s more flower rich grasslands
buzzing with life, or a new woodland on your doorstep that will provide future generations with dappled shade and homes
for our precious wildlife. 

“A healthy natural environment provides us with so many undervalued benefits from clean breathable air to protection
from the worst effects of climate change such as flooding or drought. Please do get involved and help us shape this vital
plan.”  

Residents are encouraged to have their say by completing the online survey or by attending the in-person ‘Surrey Nature
Day’ event on 28 September 2024. Held at West Horsley Place, the free, family celebration of nature in Surrey will feature
performances of an original play, Wild Walks – produced, directed and performed by Guildford Shakespeare Company.
More information and booking can be found on the online survey page. Other events will also be advertised here.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/community-urged-to-help-restore-nature-in-surrey
https://surreynaturerecovery.commonplace.is/
https://surreynaturerecovery.commonplace.is/
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Surrey is one of 48 local authorities nationwide given responsibility for this work by DEFRA, addressing the current
nature crisis in England, funded by UK Government.

For more information, see Have Your Say Today – Local Nature Recovery Strategy – Commonplace.

Image – The Great Pond, Epsom Common in Autumn. Copyright Epsom and Ewell Times.

https://surreynaturerecovery.commonplace.is/

