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Surrey Police update on alleged sexual assault in
Epsom
17 April 2026

Surrey Police have issued a further update following last weekend’s reported incident in Epsom, stating that officers have
not found evidence to support the offence as initially described, while confirming that enquiries remain ongoing.

In a statement published on the Surrey Police website, Assistant Chief Constable for Local Policing Sarah Grahame said:

“Over the past week, there has been widespread speculation and commentary regarding this report. We are aware of the
strength of feeling this has created, and of the frustration caused by our limited public comment on the matter.

During this time, we have been investigating in depth to establish the sequence of events and to clarify the circumstances
surrounding the reported incident. We have reviewed an extensive amount of CCTV footage from the area. We have also
been interviewing potential witnesses, carrying out forensics investigations and conducting house-to-house enquiries.

To date, we have not found any evidence of the offence as reported but the investigation is ongoing.

There has been much speculation about the non-release of  a description of  any suspects,  especially  regarding the
ethnicity. No descriptions have been released as the information about the incident and potential suspects is so limited.
To address the specific commentary, there is no evidence that asylum seekers or immigrants were involved.

If you have any information or any CCTV, dashcam, or helmet camera footage, please contact us online, or via 101 quoting
PR/45260041426.

We appreciate that you want information. We will continue to tell you as much as we can, to engage with you, to reassure
you and to address concerns. We ask for space and time to work through the investigation.

There will be an increased police presence in Epsom over the weekend.” (Surrey Police)

The update follows a week of heightened concern in the town and significant public reaction. National media have also
reported the same position from Surrey Police, including the finding that there is currently no evidence of the offence as
reported, alongside confirmation that the investigation continues. (The Times)

Police are continuing to appeal for information from anyone who may have been in the area or who holds relevant footage.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Church service following sex attack in Epsom

Epsom to sit in protest against violence against women

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

Church service following sex attack in Epsom
17 April 2026

A service held at Epsom Methodist Church has brought together faith leaders, politicians and residents in a symbolic call
for unity following recent events that have unsettled the town.

The  “Hope  for  Epsom”  gathering,  led  by  Superintendent  Minister  Reverend  Catherine  Hutton,  was  attended  by
community figures including Deputy Mayor Lucie McIntyre and Epsom and Ewell MP Helen Maguire, alongside members
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of the local congregation.

At the heart of the service was a simple but powerful act. Attendees were invited to build a “future of hope” by placing
stones one by one, each contribution representing collective strength and resilience. Reverend Hutton urged those
present to see the community as something shaped by every individual, with unity and compassion at its core.

She concluded by quoting Dr Martin Luther King Jr: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate
cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.”

The gathering comes in the immediate aftermath of a serious sexual assault investigation and subsequent protests in the
town centre, which saw a significant police presence and disruption to local life.

As reported by Surrey Live, Epsom’s MP Helen Maguire said she supported peaceful protest but warned that “those who
are turning to disruption and intimidation cannot be allowed to do so.” She added that individuals coming from outside
the area “to spread division and cause disruption” should “take it elsewhere.”

Police have confirmed that the victim is being supported by specialist officers, while urging the public not to speculate as
investigations continue. East Surrey Chief Superintendent Mark Chapman said the case is complex and that officers are
working to gather evidence and bring those responsible to justice.

Despite the message of hope inside the church, a sense of unease remains more widely. With national media attention and
visible policing in the town centre, many residents are looking for reassurance that the incident is isolated and that
Epsom remains a safe community.

The church service captured both strands of the town’s current mood: a determination to stand together, and a quiet but
pressing call for answers.

Sam Jones and Romy Sustar

Related reports:

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

You Are Not Alone, Epsom Stands Against Rape
17 April 2026

It’s a sunny Wednesday afternoon in Epsom, and it feels as though spring has finally arrived. People have gathered on the
streets, perhaps 1,200 or more, women and men, brothers and sisters, mothers and fathers, friends, young and old, from
all walks of life.

They are here because of what happened last Saturday. By now, everyone knows: a woman in her 20s was followed after
leaving Labyrinth nightclub and attacked outside Epsom Methodist Church in the early hours of the morning. The story
has reached national headlines, BBC, The Telegraph, The Guardian: Woman in Her 20s Gang-Raped in Front of a
Church with CCTV Cameras.

I ask one of the people in the crowd what’s going on: “We are here today because a young girl was raped on Saturday
night, and the police are not telling us who was responsible. There is a perception that it could be immigrants, but the
police need to tell us who has done it. Without that, speculation grows, and it could be one of our own. I don’t want to
protest against people who haven’t done anything wrong, but we have to come together as a community because nobody
is telling us what is going on. That’s why we are here.”

I speak to a mother and her daughter, I want to know what they feel about the assault: “Our feeling is that the police need
to be transparent about who is responsible, so that women and girls can feel safer, so that we know who we are dealing
with. We haven’t been told. We need descriptions. The police say that information available is limited. No arrests have
been made. It is reported that four men attacked a young woman for two hours. If cameras are everywhere, why have
there been no arrests? Why is there said to be no information, when people believe suspects may still be walking freely in
Epsom?”

Some believe the police have accused the gathering of disorder in a public space. Many here ask: “What about the victim?
Isn’t rape a disorder?”

More police officers arrive. Eggs are thrown. Emotions are high. People care. Voices rise: “Who raped her?” The crowd
chants in support of the victim, while the young police woman responds to my questions with a single phrase: “no
comment.”

Meanwhile a voice of authority repeats familiar words: “My heart goes out to the young woman at the centre of this
deeply distressing incident.” It is a statement many here feel they have heard too many times to truly believe. 
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The Methodist Church will hold a service today, April 16th  at 12.30pm. All are welcome. Epsom and Ewell Times will be
there.

Epsom and Ewell Times is also launching a weekly series, Epsom Safety Brief. If you would like to be involved and share
your concerns, please get in touch at: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com.

To the young woman at the centre of this: the whole town stands with you. You are not alone. Stay strong.

Coming soon: 

Epsom Safety  Brief  is  a  community-driven  series  committed  to  clear,  balanced  reporting  on  crime,  safety,  and
accountability. It seeks to highlight what is happening, ask necessary questions, and assess whether meaningful action is
being taken to protect residents.

Romy Sustar

Freelance journalist | SIA-certified | Covering crime & community safety.

Phone: +44 (0)77 2727 5946

Email: romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/romanasustar/

X:@RomanaSustar

Related report: Epsom shock as police probe serious assault

Epsom shock as police probe serious assault
17 April 2026

Police have launched a major investigation following reports that a young woman was raped by multiple men in Epsom in
the early hours of Saturday morning.

The incident is said to have taken place near Epsom Methodist Church on Ashley Road, close to the town centre, between
approximately 2am and 4am. The woman, believed to be in her twenties, had reportedly left a nearby nightclub shortly
before the attack and is understood to have been followed.

Surrey Police confirmed that the assault involved several suspects and that enquiries are ongoing to establish their
identities. At this stage, no full descriptions have been released, and officers are appealing for information from the
public.

A senior investigating officer described the incident as extremely distressing and confirmed that the victim is being
supported by specially trained officers. Detectives are carrying out extensive enquiries in the area, including reviewing
CCTV footage and conducting house-to-house inquiries.

Police are urging anyone who was in the Ashley Road area during the early hours of Saturday morning, or who may have
seen anything suspicious, to come forward. Drivers with dashcam footage are also asked to check recordings that may
assist the inquiry.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Surrey Police quoting reference PR/45260041426, either via the force’s
online reporting form or by contacting them directly. Information can also be provided anonymously via Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111 or through its website.

Support services are available for anyone affected by sexual violence, including Rape Crisis England & Wales, which
operates a 24-hour helpline on 0808 500 2222.

The seriousness of the allegation, coupled with its location close to the centre of Epsom, has led to heightened concern
locally  and  significant  national  media  attention.  Officers  have  maintained  a  visible  presence  in  the  area  while
investigations continue.

Sam Jones – Reporter
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Epsom and Ewell February crime and safety round-
up
17 April 2026

Epsom and Ewell Times does not normally report individual crime incidents. However, as part of a trial we are publishing
a monthly round-up of crime and community safety developments affecting the borough, drawing on information released
by Surrey Police and local authorities.

Police operation in West Ewell results in three arrests

A police operation targeting antisocial behaviour and suspected drug activity in West Ewell led to three arrests during
February.

Officers  from the  Epsom & Ewell  Safer  Neighbourhood  Team,  supported  by  the  East  Surrey  Neighbourhood
Enforcement Team and Special Constabulary, carried out patrols around the Watersedge estate. During the evening
operation officers conducted 11 stop-searches and two vehicle stops, while gathering intelligence relating to drug use,
drug dealing and antisocial behaviour in the area.

Police said the activity formed part of ongoing efforts to disrupt criminal activity in neighbourhood “hotspot” locations.

(Source: Surrey Police neighbourhood updates)

Missing Epsom man located safe and well

Surrey Police issued an appeal during February to help locate Lee, a 63-year-old man reported missing from Epsom.

Police later confirmed that he had been found safe, allowing the appeal to be cancelled.

(Source: Surrey Police)

Prolific thief targeting local businesses identified

Surrey  Police  also  reported  action  against  a  prolific  offender  who  targeted  businesses  across  Epsom  and
neighbouring areas, including Sutton, Wallington, Cheam and Burgh Heath.

Police said the offender entered several premises and stole items including mobile phones during incidents affecting local
traders.

(Source: Surrey Police neighbourhood update)

Safer Epsom & Ewell programme continues

The Safer Epsom & Ewell programme — a joint initiative between Surrey Police, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and
partner agencies — continued to develop during February.

The scheme focuses on areas including Epsom town centre, Watersedge and Longmead, using the Home Office
“Clear, Hold, Build”  approach to tackle organised crime, drug supply, acquisitive crime and antisocial behaviour.
(democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk)

The programme combines targeted police enforcement with longer-term work involving the council  and community
partners to address underlying causes of crime.

(Source: Epsom & Ewell Borough Council / Surrey Police)

Crime trends in the borough

Police data for the area indicates that the most commonly reported offences locally include violence and sexual
offences, shoplifting, criminal damage and vehicle crime. (surrey.police.uk)

Retail crime and antisocial vehicle use remain key policing priorities, with neighbourhood teams carrying out targeted
patrols and working with businesses and community groups to address concerns.

(Source: Surrey Police neighbourhood statistics)
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Community engagement and policing events

Neighbourhood officers continued their  “Meet the Beat”  programme during February,  providing opportunities for
residents to speak directly with police about local issues.

Sessions were held at locations including Epsom Library at the Ebbisham Centre, where residents were invited to
raise concerns about crime, antisocial behaviour and community safety.

(Source: Surrey Police)

How to contact Surrey Police
Emergency (crime in progress or immediate danger): call 999

Non-emergency police matters: call 101

Online reporting and advice: https://www.surrey.police.uk/contact/

Crimestoppers (anonymous information): 0800 555 111

Residents are encouraged to report suspicious activity or information that may assist police investigations.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

January crime and safety round-up

Fly-tipping  “running  out  of  control”  but  major
incidents disappear in Epsom and Ewell
17 April 2026

Fly-tipping on an industrial scale is at risk of “running out of control” across England, with organised criminal gangs
blamed for dumping tens of thousands of tonnes of rubbish in the countryside and urban areas.

Latest government figures show 52,000 large-scale fly-tipping incidents — involving at least a tipper-lorry load — were
recorded by councils in England in 2024-25, up sharply from 31,000 before the pandemic.

Campaigners say the crime has become highly organised, lucrative and relatively low-risk for offenders.

A spokesperson for the Chartered Institute of Waste Management said: “Waste crime is at risk of running out of control
across the UK. It is evident that waste crime at all levels continues to cause misery and anxiety for local communities and
causes real damage to local environments and local economies. These are crooks and cowboy operators, often organised
criminal gangs, deliberately profiting from other’s misery, from polluting our environment and exploiting loopholes in the
system.”

The Countryside Alliance said: “Fly-tipping is not just an environmental nuisance — it has become a serious and organised
crime issue and rural communities are on the frontline… For them it is low-risk and highly profitable… contributing to a
criminal market worth an estimated £1 billion a year.”

Epsom and Ewell large-scale incidents fall to zero

Figures analysed by the Epsom and Ewell Times show a striking local trend.

Epsom and Ewell recorded 30 large fly-tipping incidents in 2019-20, falling to 19 in 2020-21 and 14 in 2021-22. Since
then, none have been recorded, with zero incidents reported in 2022-23, 2023-24 and 2024-25.

https://www.surrey.police.uk/contact/
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This suggests large-scale dumping in the borough has been eliminated — at least in the official statistics — contrasting
with rising national totals.

However, smaller fly-tipping incidents, which make up the majority of cases, are recorded separately and remain a
persistent issue across the country.

Who deals with fly-tipping locally

Responsibility for tackling fly-tipping is shared between councils and national regulators.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council is responsible for clearing illegally dumped waste on public land in the borough,
investigating incidents and prosecuting offenders. The Council can also issue fixed penalty notices.

The Environment Agency deals with larger, organised or hazardous waste crime, including illegal waste sites operated by
criminal gangs.

Private landowners are responsible for removing waste dumped on their own land, though authorities may investigate and
prosecute those responsible.

Tough penalties available — but few offenders caught

Fly-tipping is a criminal offence carrying severe penalties. Courts can impose unlimited fines and prison sentences of up
to five years. Vehicles used in dumping can be seized and destroyed, and offenders receive a criminal record.

Councils can also issue fixed penalty notices of up to £1,000.

However, enforcement remains limited. Nationally, only 663 fines exceeding £1,000 have been issued since 2019.

One recent major case saw a prolific offender ordered to pay more than £1.2 million following an Environment Agency
investigation.

Criminal gangs and fake waste firms driving problem

Experts say organised crime is increasingly behind large-scale fly-tipping. Criminals often pose as legitimate waste
clearance companies, charging households and businesses before dumping waste illegally to avoid disposal costs.

The illegal waste market is estimated to be worth around £1 billion a year.

Local improvement but national concern remains

The disappearance of major fly-tipping incidents in Epsom and Ewell will be welcome news locally. But nationally the
problem remains serious, with experts warning illegal dumping continues to expand and new sites regularly appearing.

Residents are urged to use only licensed waste carriers and report fly-tipping to their local council.

Those caught face potentially severe consequences — though many offenders still escape justice.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Related reports:

Fly-tipping in Epsom and Ewell part of national problem

Illegal dumps dump a dumps in Surrey

Imge: Fly-tipping in countryside. Pixabay free

January crime and safety round-up
17 April 2026

Epsom and Ewell Times does not normally report individual crime incidents. However, as a trial, we are publishing a
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monthly round-up of crime and community safety matters with a local connection, drawing on information released by
Surrey Police and partner agencies.

Safer Epsom & Ewell partnership – early impact

Surrey Police and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council have continued to roll out the Safer Epsom & Ewell partnership
during January,  aimed at  tackling persistent  offending,  organised crime,  antisocial  behaviour  and theft  across  the
borough.

According to the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, the initiative has already resulted in more than 150
arrests, targeting prolific offenders, shoplifting, drug supply and county-lines activity. Police report the disruption of
multiple county-lines gangs, seizures of Class A drugs and cash, and the removal of knives from circulation.

The partnership builds on high-visibility policing activity over the Christmas and New Year period and is intended to
provide a sustained, joined-up approach to community safety involving the police, the borough council, housing providers
and other local partners.

(Source: Surrey Police / Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner)

Witness appeal after approach in Court Recreation Ground, Epsom

Surrey Police have issued an appeal for information following an incident reported on Monday 26 January in Court
Recreation Ground, Epsom.

Police say a 13-year-old girl walking to school was approached by two men, one of whom reached out towards her. The
girl was able to run away and was not injured.

One suspect is described as a tall white man of slim build with dark hair, wearing a dark jumper. Police have asked
anyone who was in the area at the time, or who saw anything suspicious, to contact them.

Robbery in Ash Court, Epsom – police seek witnesses

Earlier in the month, Surrey Police appealed for witnesses following a robbery in Ash Court, Epsom, reported late on
Friday 9 January.

The incident is believed to have taken place between approximately 11.50pm and 11.56pm.  Officers have asked
residents and motorists in the area at the time to check CCTV, doorbell or dash-cam footage and contact police if they
have information that may assist enquiries.

Police have not released further public details about the victim or property taken.

Missing child appeal cancelled after positive outcome

Surrey Police also confirmed this month that a 13-year-old girl reported missing from Epsom was later found safe
and well, and that an earlier public appeal was stood down.

Community engagement – ‘Meet the Beat’ sessions

Throughout January, Surrey Police neighbourhood teams held a series of “Meet the Beat” drop-in sessions across Epsom
and Ewell.

The sessions allowed residents to speak directly with local officers about issues such as antisocial behaviour, shoplifting,
speeding and general community safety concerns. Locations included areas such as Epsom town centre, Waterloo Road,
Long Grove and local shopping parades.

Further sessions are scheduled into February.

Local policing priorities

Surrey  Police  have continued to  highlight  neighbourhood priorities  for  Epsom and Ewell,  including action  against
antisocial use of motorbikes and e-bikes, and a zero-tolerance approach to retail crime in the town centre.

Police say this includes targeted patrols, enforcement activity and work with local businesses and CCTV operators.

How to contact Surrey Police

In an emergency (immediate danger or a crime in progress): call 999

Non-emergency matters: call 101

Online reporting and advice: use the Surrey Police website reporting tools

Crimestoppers (anonymous information): 0800 555 111

Residents are encouraged to report concerns, suspicious behaviour or relevant information promptly to assist local
policing and community safety.

Sam Jones – Reporter

https://www.surrey.police.uk/contact/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
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Surrey  Police’s  AI  powered  face  recognition
cameras in the spotlight
17 April 2026

Surrey Police will continue to use AI-powered surveillance vans to scan thousands of people’s faces in public locations
despite fears over ethnic bias, said councillors calling for their use to be put on hold.

The Home Office is funding the use of new artificial intelligence powered cameras in Surrey to scan the faces of anybody
who crosses their path.

On November 26 last year, the police brought the technology to Woking and recorded 7,686 people over a five-hour
recording period – to cross reference them against known suspects.

The force has said the system was safe following a 2023 study that found previous bias in the system had been coded out –
but more recent testing by the National Physical Laboratory suggests false positives are still happening too frequently
among ethnic minorities.

The report read: “At the operational setting used by police, the testing identified that in a limited set of circumstances the
algorithm is more likely to incorrectly include some demographic groups in its search results.”

The Home Office has said will act on the findings and that a “new algorithm has been procured and independently tested,
which can be used at settings with no significant demographic variation in performance.

The new algorithm is due to be operationally tested early next year and will be subject to evaluation.”

It has led to calls from Woking Borough Councillors for the system to be mothballed until it has been thoroughly tested –
something which Surrey Police has so far refused to do.

Speaking at a Tuesday, December 20, meeting of the borough’s communities and housing scrutiny committee, Surrey
Police Chief Inspector Andy Hill described the system as having the support of the Home Office and said it was a valuable
tool “to keep Surrey safe.”

He said: “It’s a safe place but if we’ve got the opportunity to use the latest technology then we want to make sure that we
are doing that.” Early versions of the software created false alerts at a disproportionate rate among ethnic groups.

In London the Met Police is facing a High Court challenge after an anti-knife crime activist said he was misidentified and
threatened with arrest.  Surrey Police said it  was confident in the system and that people are only arrested under
suspicion, it does not mean guilt.

The technology is used in high footfall areas and is said to have a chilling effect on crime with notable falls in the
following weeks after its deployment.

Any images that do not match those on its wanted list are instantly deleted. Matched faces are deleted at the end of the
day. If the system thinks it has found a face on the police’s wanted database officers at the scene are notified and it is up
to them how to proceed.

Committee chair Cllr Tom Bonsundy-O’Bryan said: “I have very serious concerns about the proportionality of this. Are the
pros, which feels pretty limited in one of the safest town centres in the UK, worth the cost of 7,000 free citizens having
their faces scanned by this technology?

“This doesn’t feel like targeted policing, it doesn’t feel like proportionate policing. It starts to feel like something more
Orwellian in a kind of mass surveillance. With everything that you’ve said, all the facts about data not being stored, data
not being used to train models

“It  still  feels like an overreach into people’s privacy,  people’s rights fundamentally.  Is  there a point when it’s  not
proportionate, how many faces should we scan? To me it already feels vastly disproportionate.”

Chief Insp Hill said: “We are in the view that it is proportionate and it is appropriate and it is technology available to us.
We don’t feel like we are reaching into a technology space. The van is funded by the Home Office, it’s why we want to
continue using it but also keep it under review.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-polices-ai-powered-face-recognition-cameras-in-the-spotlight
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Chris Caulfield LDRS

Related reports:

Woking up to Surrey face recognition cameras

Live facial recognition policing comes to Surrey

Live facial recognition policing comes to Surrey
17 April 2026

Surrey Police have begun using live facial recognition (LFR) technology after securing two mobile LFR vans in a joint bid
with Sussex Police. The first deployment took place this week in Redhill following months of planning.

The vans use real-time facial recognition to compare faces captured on live camera feeds with a pre-determined police
watchlist. Surrey Police say this list will include wanted persons such as sex offenders and perpetrators of domestic
abuse. According to the force, images of everyone else are “instantly and permanently deleted”, and images of those on
the watchlist are deleted within 24 hours.

Police acknowledge the historical concerns about gender and ethnic bias in commercial facial recognition systems but
state that the national algorithm they will use “shows no statistical bias” and has been tested by the National Physical
Laboratory. Officers will receive briefings on potential disparities relating to race, age and gender, and any computer-
generated match will be checked by an officer before action is taken.

The force says deployments will only be authorised by a Superintendent and carried out “in a proportionate manner”, with
clear signage on the vans and advance publication of deployment locations. The vans are funded by the Home Office for
five years and may be made available to other forces for mutual aid.

Chief Inspector Andy Hill, Surrey Police’s lead for LFR, said the technology is “a vital tool to help us to investigate crime
thoroughly and relentlessly pursue criminals”. He added that the rollout had been “meticulously planned” to ensure
appropriate and transparent use. Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend described the vans as an important
means of identifying violent criminals and sex offenders.

If the LFR vans come to Epsom and Ewell, Surrey Police say residents will be notified before deployments and that the
vans will be signposted when in use.

National picture

The deployment in Surrey comes as the use of facial recognition technology accelerates across UK policing. Forces in
England and Wales have increasingly turned to mobile LFR units, with millions of people scanned nationally each year and
several hundred arrests made as a result. London’s Metropolitan Police and South Wales Police are among the heaviest
users, reporting arrests of wanted individuals including violent offenders and registered sex offenders.

While these figures suggest a measurable benefit, LFR still represents a small proportion of overall policing activity, and
questions remain about its accuracy, its effect on minority groups and the proportionality of scanning large numbers of
passers-by for relatively small numbers of matches.

ICO guidance and safeguards

The Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) has issued detailed guidance stating that facial recognition used by police
must comply with strict requirements of data protection law. Forces must demonstrate that each deployment is lawful,
fair, transparent and based on necessity and proportionality. Data Protection Impact Assessments are required, and forces
must show clear justification for the locations chosen, the purpose of the watchlist, and the retention policy for images.
The ICO stresses that facial recognition “does not operate in a legal vacuum” and will continue auditing police use.

Advance signage and practical concerns

One issue not fully addressed in the Surrey Police statement is how advance signage will work with mobile vans. In
practice,  UK police forces usually publish the location of an LFR deployment only shortly before the van becomes
operational. Because the vans can be moved rapidly as part of an operation, advance publication generally refers to the
place where the van parks, not its movements throughout the day. Some forces update information if the van relocates,
though not always in real time.

Another question is whether advance notice undermines the policing purpose by alerting wanted suspects. Civil liberties
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groups argue it does, but police note that most arrests via LFR occur even when deployments are announced. Many
wanted individuals do not monitor police websites, and the requirement for transparency stems from data protection law
rather than operational convenience. The ICO has made clear that secrecy around deployments would be unlikely to meet
legal standards of fairness.

Local implications

For residents, the potential arrival of LFR vans in Epsom and Ewell would bring a technology that is increasingly common
across the UK. Surrey Police emphasise that law-abiding members of the public have “nothing to fear” and that images of
those not on a watchlist are immediately deleted. However, questions remain about how watchlists are created, how
effectiveness will be measured and whether Surrey Police will publish statistics on matches, false matches and resulting
arrests.

As mobile facial recognition becomes a more familiar part of policing nationwide, the way Surrey Police implement and
report on these deployments will  be key to maintaining public confidence while pursuing the serious offenders the
technology is designed to identify.

Sam Jones – Reporter

Photo: A live facial recognition van. Courtesy – Sussex Police.

Sara Sharif murder report on Surrey services
17 April 2026

Numerous safeguarding flaws over many years “cumulatively laid the foundations for the severe abuse” Sara Sharif
experienced, a new independent report has revealed. The 10-year-old schoolgirl was found dead in her dad’s home in
Byfleet,  Surrey, in August 2023. After Sara’s dad, Urfan Sharif,  and stepmum, Beinash Batool,  were sentenced for
murdering the girl  in  December 2024,  Surrey Safeguarding Children Partnership (SSCP) launched an independent
safeguarding review. The reviewers were tasked to investigate how professionals responded to concerns about Sara’s
welfare  throughout  her  life.  The  62-page  review,  published  on  November  13,  concluded  that  weaknesses  in  how
professionals assessed risk, shared information and followed safeguarding procedures meant signs of harm were not
acted  on  effectively.  “Expected  robust  safeguarding  processes  were  not  followed,”  the  report  found.  “Information
gathering and assessment at this stage did not adequately triangulate information and respond to the presence of bruising
alongside inconsistent explanations. Sara’s ‘voice’ expressed through her change in demeanour was not heard.”

In March 2023, Sara’s school raised concerns with Surrey’s children services after she appeared with bruising on her face
and teachers were given inconsistent explanations for how it had happened. Her normally positive demeanour had also
changed, but the report found that this was not sufficiently recognised as a sign that she might be at risk. Instead, the
service decided no further action was needed after speaking to her father and did not hold a formal strategy discussion
with other agencies. The review also found that information was held across multiple agencies but not consistently
shared, leading to an incomplete understanding of the family’s situation and therefore assessment of Sara’s safety. It
read: “This serves to highlight the challenge for practitioners in coming to a holistic understanding of a child’s life both in
the past and present and using this understanding to identify risk of harm.”

Sara was withdrawn from school to be home educated in April 2023, which the review said removed her from professional
oversight. Surrey’s policy at the time required a home visit within ten working days when a child is withdrawn from school
but this did not take place. The report added that management oversight failed to identify this gap in practice. The
decision to home educate should have triggered further checks given the family’s history with children’s services. The
review also identified long-standing domestic abuse concerns, finding that professionals underestimated the risks posed
by Sara’s father and relied too heavily on his reported attendance at a perpetrator’s programme rather than assessing if
his behaviour had changed. The authors recommended domestic abuse training and awareness should be strengthened
across agencies locally and nationally.

Additionally Sara’s mum had limited access to Polish interpreters during key family court proceedings in 2019. The report
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said her views were not fully heard and that little consideration was given to Sara’s mixed Polish and Pakistani heritage in
decision-making. The review also admits that sometimes agencies must “think the unthinkable” and consider the potential
risk of harm in daily practice. It states: “Although the aim will always be to try and work alongside families and support
them to care for their children, […] we must remain alert to the possibility that some parents will deliberately harm their
children […] This is not the responsibility of any one agency.” The review made 15 recommendations, including ensuring
multi-agency discussions in  all  cases  of  unexplained injuries,  improving home education oversight,  and embedding
cultural and domestic abuse training for staff.

Terence Herbert, Chief Executive of Surrey County Council said: “We are deeply sorry for the findings in the report
related to us as a local authority. We have already taken robust action to address those relating to Surrey County Council,
and that work will continue with every recommendation implemented in full. We will also work with partners across the
Surrey Safeguarding Children Partnership to ensure a joint action plan is implemented as quickly as possible.” In 2019
Surrey’s  Children  Services  was  given  an  ‘Inadequate’  rating  from  Ofsted.  This  was  then  upgraded  to  ‘Requires
Improvement’ in 2022 and then ‘Good’ in 2025. Surrey County Council has said it has already made “significant change”
to  how it  handles  child  safeguarding.  These  include  the  creation  of  a  multi-agency  safeguarding  hub  to  improve
information sharing between social care, the police, and health services and mandatory domestic abuse training for all
children’s social workers. The council said it has also strengthened oversight of home education cases and requires
additional checks and management reviews when a child is taken off the school roll.

However, the council has not clarified how it will acknowledge the importance of race and culture when considering child
safeguarding, or how it will provide access to a translator if needed. Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council said: “I
am certain that everyone involved with this family will have reflected on what more could have been done to protect Sara,
and my thoughts and condolences are with anyone affected. The independent and detailed review makes a number of
recommendations both for national government and local partners and it is now essential that every single person in every
organisation involved in child safeguarding reads this report and understands the lessons learnt. I am deeply sorry for the
findings in the report that relate to us as a local authority. We will now act on those findings and continue to review and
strengthen our culture, systems and processes designed to support good practice in working with children and families, as
per the recommendations. I call on the government to review the findings and, where appropriate, legislate for the
changes in the national system that it calls for.”

Emily Dalton LDRS

Image: Surrey County Council headquarters. Credit: Emily Coady-Stemp

Surrey  prison  drug  smuggling  drones  might  be
investigated
17 April 2026

Drones smuggling drugs into prison will be investigated in an inquest into a man who died in custody. The full inquest,
which opens next month, will also look at his care and supervision.

Oliver Mulangala, 40, was found dead at HMP High Down, Sutton in July 2024. A pre-inquest review was held at Woking’s
Coroner’s Court on October 29, ahead of a 10-week inquest due to begin on November 17.

At the hearing, Coroner Jonathan Stevens said it was his role to investigate any potential factors contributing to Mr
Mulangala’s death, including the possibility that drugs may have entered the prison by drones. However, Ministry of
Justice (MoJ) representative Mr Simms said there was no evidence to suggest the substances consumed by Mr Mulangala
were delivered by drone.

He warned releasing details of intelligence related to drone activity in prison, and measures to reduce or minimise drones,
could risk compromising the prison’s security. Mr Simms said the MoJ’s decision had “not been taken lightly” but said “it
was not in the public interest” to provide this information.

Barrister Michael Etienne, acting on behalf of Mr Mulangala’s family at the coroner’s court in Woking, said the family
wanted the inquest to look at the monitoring, care and supervision in the 12 months prior to Oliver’s tragic death. The
court heard that the prison officer who failed to conduct the roll call the morning of July 13 was subsequently dismissed.
When Mr Mulangala was found by officers, they undertook initial life support.

Coroner Stevens asked to see all the evidence available from family statements, the MoJ and NHS trust, before deciding if
it is relevant for the full inquest. A full inquest with a jury is due to take place for two weeks from November 17.
Numerous  witnesses  will  be  called,  including  senior  figures  from HMP High  Down,  current  prisoners  and  those
responsible for Mr Mulangala’s health.
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The Ministry of Justice and North West London NHS Trust have been identified as interested persons in the inquest.

Emily Dalton LDRS

HMP High Down from Google maps

Surrey Police officer inspires change to racism law
in private places
17 April 2026

Surrey Police officer Sergeant Candice Gill is celebrating this week after successfully campaigning for an amendment to
the law that will have a far-reaching impact.   

While it is a criminal offence to racially or religiously abuse someone in public, this does not extend to incidents occurring
in homes. This loophole left police officers and emergency workers with no legal protection from such attacks during
home visits.   

Candice experienced the impact of this first-hand. She says: “I cast my mind back to the day of a racially aggravated
incident against me. I knew the man was racist. Once I was inside his house, he made it overtly clear. The abuse he threw
at me was both damaging and humiliating, and there were no legal consequences.  

“It seemed like a no-brainer to me that something had to change. But changing the law seemed way too big, far out of my
remit, impossible even.”  

Surrey Police Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp heard about this outdated gap in the law and committed to championing
the cause with Candice.   

He capitalised on opportunities to brief ministers and wrote numerous letters. Alongside Police and Crime Commissioner
Lisa Townsend, Candice and Nev made a trip to Parliament to press the case for change.

When they learnt earlier this year that there was cross-party support in Parliament and the changes would be made,
Candice  and  Nev  were  thrilled.  Last  week  they  received  written  confirmation  that  the  government  will  make  an
amendment to the law, subject to the Police and Crime Bill receiving Royal Assent later this year. The government
will introduce two new offences, ensuring that emergency workers are covered under the law when doing their jobs in
private homes.  

Candice says: “I am absolutely delighted to have heard that my proposal to have the law changed has been agreed.  
“I hope the change will go some way into making all officers but particularly the officers who are ethnically or religiously
diverse feel more protected and more valued while doing one of the hardest jobs out there. The positive impact is
widespread across all police forces and other emergency services.”  

Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp says: “More than once, I heard from colleagues that the impact of being singled out
and attacked for simply being who you are was more profound than being physically assaulted.  

“This important change wouldn’t have happened without Candice and is a reminder of the difference we can make with
determination and teamwork. Letters of support from national leaders representing the ambulance service, fire and
rescue service and the Police Federation have helped to confirm the difference it will make to emergency workers across
England and Wales.        

“Surrey is a consistently improving force, and this is further evidence of our pathway to becoming a leading force in
fighting crime and protecting people.” 

Policing Minister Dame Diana Johnson said: “Candice’s story is heartbreaking. Our emergency workers put themselves in
harm’s way every day to keep us safe and they should never have to tolerate abuse due to their race or religion while
simply doing their job. 

“As part of our Plan for Change, this government is rebuilding the bond between the public and police, and part of that
means ensuring our officers have the protections they deserve.  

“By closing this loophole, we’re sending a clear message that racial and religious abuse directed towards those who serve
our communities will not be tolerated, and I thank Candice, Deputy Chief Constable Nev Kemp and all those at Surrey
Police who have campaigned for this important law change.” 
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