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Tree felling foul of the law
6 April 2024

The culprits who illegally chopped down more than 100 protected trees and damaged seven others have been fined nearly
£20,000, Woking Borough Council said.

A landowner, together with its contractor were prosecuted and fined for the unauthorised felling of the trees  near Upshot
Lane, Pyrford, after pleading guilty at Guildford Magistrates’ Court.

Burhill  Development Ltd admitted it  ignored a tree preservation order on its  land and was made to pay £15,140,
comprising fines of £11,000, a victim surcharge of £2,000 and costs of £2,140.

Their contractor, P&A Services, which carried out the work, also pleaded guilty to the unauthorised felling and causing
damage to the protected trees and was ordered to pay a total of £2,900;  fines of £1,000; a victim surcharge of £400; and
council costs of £1,500.

The action was taken against the two firms by Woking Borough Council. The original hearing took place in October 2023
with the judge issuing sentence in March 2024.

Speaking about the prosecution, Beverley Kuchar, Woking Borough Council’s strategic director for place, described it as
an “important case” and welcomed the decision.

She said: “Whether you permit or cause wilful damage to our environment we will take legal action wherever necessary.

“It is important that landowners and their contractors take the necessary steps to understand what consent is required
before commencing tree works.

“The status of the borough’s trees can be checked quickly and simply online. If in doubt, our arboricultural team can
provide advice in advance of any works commencing.

“There is no excuse and, as in this case, failure to do so can lead to a criminal prosecution and significant fines.”

Tree Preservation Orders protect specific trees, groups of trees, or woodland that benefit the wider community

Gina Miller Urges Ecocide Criminalization
6 April 2024

Gina Miller, the leader of the True & Fair Party, and her Party’s Prospective Parliamentary Candidate for Epsom and
Ewell, has called for the criminalization of ecocide, highlighting concerns over the UK’s environmental stance post-Brexit
and its widening gap with the European Union (EU).

The True & Fair Party has become the first UK political entity to incorporate an ecocide pledge into its manifesto for the
next general election.

Miller’s argues that Brexit has not only hindered environmental progress but also left the UK trailing behind the EU in
environmental protection measures. The proposed legislation aims to define ecocide as a criminal offence, targeting
deliberate acts leading to significant and lasting harm to ecosystems.

Gina Miller said: “We were once called the poor man of Europe. Unless our politicians seriously address the need for
robust, pragmatic rules and regulations to safeguard our nation against the negative effects of climate change, we will be
the dirty, ill, poor man of Europe.

“The WMO is sounding the alarm that climate change is closely intertwined with the inequality crisis. That extreme
weather conditions, worsened by lack of action, are leading to food security and population displacement – unfairly
impacting vulnerable populations.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/tree-felling-foul-of-the-law
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/gina-miller-urges-ecocide-criminalization
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“By enacting a law against ecocide, we will be taking decisive action to limit the reckless destruction.

Under her proposed law, major polluters could face severe penalties, including up to ten years in prison or fines of up to
£3.85 million. This initiative aligns with efforts in other countries; France has already implemented similar regulations,
while the EU is in the process of ratifying an ecocide law.

Recent analyses by the Institute for European Environmental Policy suggest a concerning trend in the UK’s environmental
policies  post-Brexit,  indicating  a  weakening of  regulations  on  crucial  fronts  like  water  treatment,  air  quality,  and
industrial emissions.

Miller emphasizes the need for international recognition, advocating for ecocide to be classified as a crime under the
jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court, alongside other serious offenses.

The urgency of  such measures is  underscored by warnings from the World Meteorological  Organization about the
escalating climate crisis. Miller warns that failure to address ecocide not only undermines environmental sustainability
but also exacerbates inequalities and threatens future generations’ well-being.

Chris Packham, environmental campaigner, said: “It’s a bold, brave and exciting move by the True & Fair Party, to
campaign to have ecocide written into law, in the midst of our climate and biodiversity crises. Congratulations!”

Georgia Elliott-Smith, Director of Fighting Dirty, and former UNESCO Special Junior Envoy for Youth & Environment,
said: “Embracing ecocide as an international crime is a beautifully simple solution. It ensures the polluters pay for the
harm they cause and can be punished as such.”

Miller’s call to action reflects a growing consensus among environmentalists and policymakers: addressing ecocide is
imperative for safeguarding the planet’s future. As the UK navigates its environmental challenges, decisive legislative
action could pave the way towards a more sustainable and equitable future.

Photo credit: Keith Edkins CC BY-SA 4.0

Crime rising on Surrey farms
6 April 2024

Surrey farmers have called for police to take rural crime ‘seriously’ as it pledges to crackdown on rising incidents. The
National Farmers’ Union (NFU) have welcomed Surrey Police’s commitment to tackle rural crime, but said the farming
communities need to see results. 

Harriet Henrick, NFU County Adviser for Surrey, said farmers need “better protection” from police. She said: “Our
members need reassurance that when crimes are reported they will be taken seriously and investigated.”

Attacks on sheep, thefts, suspected arson on barns and fly-tipping are some of the many serious incidents Surrey farmers
have been victim to in recent months. 

Farmers say rural crimes are taking an expensive toll, costing individual businesses thousands of pounds, causing severe
animal suffering, and impacting on their ability to feed the nation.

The cost of rural crime in the South East was estimated at £9.3m in 2022, an increase by nearly a quarter from 2021, the
NFU said. The South East made up around 18.7 per cent of the total cost of rural crime in the UK in 2022, at  £49.5m. 

Members of the union want to see clear targets, priorities and objectives in preventing rural crime- with both long-term
and short-term solutions. 

Superintendent Michael Hodder of Surrey Police admitted rural crime is an area where “even more work can be done”
to support farming communities. Key initiatives for cracking down on rural crime focus on collaborating and engaging
with farmers and landowners to understand the challenges they are facing and how the force can support them in
policing.

Meetings between the NFU and Surrey Police have taken place with the aim of giving farmers greater protection; Surrey
Police  have  also  promised to  visit  every  NFU member  in  the  county  as  part  of  its  efforts  to  tackle  rural  crime.
Superintendent Hodder added: “We will investigate every report of rural crime, and will work closely with victims so they
know what they can expect from us, what we need from them, and how we can work together to reduce rural crime across
the county.

“We want everyone to feel safe in Surrey, and so my main ask would be that anyone who is the victim of rural crime
reports it to us, so that we can continue to build an accurate picture of this crime across the county.”
Photo: Credit: National Farmers’ Union

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Keith_Edkins
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/crime-rising-on-surrey-farms
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Surrey “relay” car thieves sent down
6 April 2024

Four members of an organised crime group (OCG) responsible for the theft of 53 high value vehicles in Surrey and the
South-East have been sentenced to a total of 12.5 years behind bars at Guildford Crown Court on Friday 8th March.

All four men pleaded guilty to conspiracy to steal and conspiracy to acquire criminal property and were sentenced to;

Perry Lovejoy, 29, born 01/11/1994, of Reigate Road in Horley, was sentenced to 3 years in prison

Luke Jackson, 28, born 25/07/1995, of Shoreham Close in Croydon, was sentenced to 3.5 years in prison

Billy Harrison, 30, born 29/10/1993, of Tollers Lane in Coulsdon, was sentenced to 3 years behind bars

Harry Sales, 28, born 20/09/1995, of Cornwall Road in Croydon, was sentenced to 3 years in prison

The conviction of the four men was the result of a thorough and complex investigation by the Serious and Organised
Crime Unit into the thefts of the 53 vehicles, with a combined value of over £3.7 million pounds.

Jackson also had additional offences taken into consideration when sentenced after admitting his guilt in stealing a
further 42 cars, with a combined value of 2.1 million pounds.

The thefts took place over 12 months and across Surrey and the South-East of England. Officers arrested the suspects on
the 26 April 2023, after successfully building a clear picture of their illegal activities through intelligence, forensics,
ANPR, call data, witness testimony and CCTV enquiries.

During the investigation, officers discovered how the gang used the ‘relay attack’ technique to target keyless vehicles
including Rolls Royce, Bentley, Land Rover, Range Rover and Alfa Romeo. This method involves using a master device to
copy the signal of the vehicle key and transmit it to a second smaller device, which replicates the key and unlocks the car.

Tellingly a manual for a relay device was also found saved on a mobile phone seized from Lovejoy’s possession.

Jackson was also sentenced for two offences of burglary committed whilst stealing two of the cars after pleading guilty.
He received 18 months in prison to be served concurrently.

Lovejoy was also sentenced to being concerned in the supply of class b drugs (cannabis) after pleading guilty to this
offence when officers found messages on his phone showing supply activity. He received 9 months in prison to be served
consecutively.

Investigating Officer DC Matt Earl, said; “This was a large-scale investigation that was made possible by the hard-work
and dedication of the Serious and Organised Crime Unit, as well as the support and collaboration of other neighbouring
police forces.

In Court lawyers for the four said they were the “foot soldiers” in the operation and the maximum sentence for theft being
7 years, the sentences for the defendants should be less than the masterminds “at the top of the chain”, should they ever
face justice.

His Honour Judge Banarjee said the conspiracy was sophisticated and involved extensive planning. He took into account
the guilty pleas of the defendants and the conditions they had endured in HMP Wandsworth since their arrests in April
2023.
Image credit: Which.co.uk

False schizo claim rapist gets 8 years
6 April 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-relay-car-thieves-sent-down
https://www.which.co.uk/news/article/keyless-car-theft-why-arent-car-manufacturers-doing-more-arVap4E7snru
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/false-schizo-claim-rapist-gets-8-years
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Following a three week trial an Epsom man who claimed schizophrenia goes down 8 years for rapes. Joseph Head, 25, of
Chase Road, Epsom, was found guilty of three counts of rape and one count of sexual assault by penetration. Head
received an eight-year prison sentence at Winchester Crown Court on Tuesday, February 27.

During the three-week trial, the prosecution unveiled a troubling sequence of events characterized by manipulation and
coercion. Head, in an attempt to evade accountability, feigned dissociative identity disorder, alleging that one of his
personas, ‘J’, posed a violent threat, thereby pressuring his victim into compliance.

The survivor, displaying remarkable courage, shared her ordeal spanning three months, marked by fear and intimidation
at the hands of Head. His peculiar fixation on the film ‘Split’, featuring a character with dissociative identity disorder, only
served to underscore the calculated nature of his deception.

However, Head’s elaborate facade unraveled under scrutiny. Expert testimony debunked his false claims, revealing the
stark reality behind his manipulative tactics. A meticulous investigation, incorporating victim testimony, forensic analysis,
and digital scrutiny, exposed the truth.

Investigating officer Andy Price of Surrey Police characterized Head as a “dangerous predator” who exploited and
instilled fear in his victim. He added: ““The unique circumstances of this case posed a challenge to the team but with the
unwavering support from the survivor, a thorough investigation and dedication by the team to bring Head to justice, a
conviction was secured.

“I would like to acknowledge the bravery of the survivor was in coming forward to us, supporting the investigation and
helping keep other women safe. Although the trauma of what happened cannot be erased, I hope this outcome can give at
least some measure of closure.”

I f  you  have  been  sexua l l y  assau l ted  and  need  fu r ther  he lp  and  adv i ce ,  p l ease  c l i ck  here
https://www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/rsa/alpha-v1/advice/rape-sexual-assault-and-other-sexual-offences/

Primary school blighted by drive-by fly-tipper
6 April 2024

A “horrible, antisocial” pile of rubble was fly tipped outside a popular Surrey primary school by a lorry in a drive-by dump
and run.

Neighbours heard a truck driving down Vine Road in East Molesey at about 11pm on Monday, February 26 but say they
were unable to spot the culprit, a witness said. A video shows the swathes of rubble lining the residential street. 

The huge mess was still there the following morning resulting in the road’s closure during the busy school run drop-off.
The nearby school, St Lawrence Church of England Primary, wrote to parents warning of the shut street and knock-on
impact.

A witness said: “I heard it thunder down into the road, but it was such a fast drive by that when we went out it was gone. I
think one of the parked cars was damaged. Several neighbours came out and we tried to secure the scene from accidents
with cones and bins. The police came about an hour later and then the highways lorry came with official road closure
signs.”

On February 27, environmental officers from Elmbrdge Borough Council had moved the waste to the side of the road and
installed barriers to keep traffic away.

“The police said it was unusual for flytipping to be right in the middle of a residential road rather than in a corner or
wasteland.  It is a horrible antisocial crime. People who need waste removing really should check that they are using a
licensed disposal contractor and not just go for the cheapest. I don’t think people realise that they are responsible for
their waste being disposed of  legally and responsibly.”

Another parent said: “How can you do this and feel ok about yourself?”

A spokesperson for Elmbridge Borough Council said its enforcement team is visiting the site and will be  making enquiries
in the neighbourhood. A call for witnesses will also be put out on its  social media channels. 

The said: “The fly-tip has been reported to our contractors for clearance and will be dealt with within 24 hours. We take
fly-tipping incidents very seriously and will investigate every occurrence.  If there is enough evidence, we will prosecute
the person responsible.

 “We will shortly launch an anti-litter campaign for this spring/summer and reiterate a strong message that littering and
fly-tipping are not acceptable and will not be tolerated. We will be working with community groups towards a cleaner and

https://www.surrey.police.uk/ro/report/rsa/alpha-v1/advice/rape-sexual-assault-and-other-sexual-offences/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/primary-school-blighted-by-drive-by-fly-tipper
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greener Elmbridge so that everybody can take pride in the borough. We have a beautiful borough, and we will do all we
can to make sure it is being protected.”

A spokesperson for Surrey Police said: “We were called at around 11.30pm last night (26 February) to a report of a large
amount of rubble strewn across Vine Road in East Molesey. We briefly attended to help clear the road and the incident
was then passed over to National Highways.”

Police probe abuse of public funds
6 April 2024

Suspected fraud and alleged breaches of procedure in Guildford Borough Council’s housing maintenance team have
snowballed, culminating in a police investigation. 

Last year, the council instigated a staff investigation following what was described as  “an issue” within the housing
maintenance department of Guildford and Waverley Borough Councils. They share services as part of a cost-cutting drive. 

The Local Democracy Reporting Service understood at the time that staff had been suspended, contracts terminated and
possible fraud examined.  Surrey Police  previously confirmed it had escalated its fraud investigation to a regional
organised crime unit.

This week, the two councils announced they had received a report following a review of its housing maintenance team. It
found ‘serious areas of concern’ which they said needed further investigation to determine whether correct governance
processes were followed in the letting and management of housing maintenance contracts.

The councils have also announced that two strategic directors, Annie Righton and Ian Doyle, responsible for the relevant
service area at the time contracts were let, have both agreed to step back on a temporary basis from their roles “to
protect the integrity of the investigation”.

However the councils said they were “unable to provide a copy of the confidential report”  as it’s “essential that the
integrity of any investigatory process is upheld.”

Leader of Guildford Borough Council, Councillor Julia McShane and Cllr Paul Follows, leader of Waverley Borough
Council issued a joint statement. It read: “Public bodies need to be absolutely resolute in their commitment to openness,
transparency and accountability for public money. We are determined to identify exactly what has happened in order to
safeguard both councils and continue to deliver on our commitment to best value and service delivery possible for all our
residents and businesses.”

The councils joint chief executive, Pedro Wrobel,  said: “When it comes to public money, nothing is more important than
propriety and value. All monies should be used to deliver the best possible services for our residents and businesses. I will
be working with officers, councillors, external investigators and auditors to get to the bottom of these issues and account
for every penny. I will ensure the organisation has the right systems in place to safeguard the public’s money, and will
take robust action where necessary.”

Related report:

Good money goes after bad

Murder investigation in Epsom
6 April 2024

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/police-probe-abuse-of-public-funds
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/good-money-goes-after-bad
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/murder-investigation-in-epsom
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A murder investigation has been launched following the death of a man at a residential address in Epsom on Wednesday
(7 February).

Officers were called to Eleanor Avenue at 9pm following a concern for safety of a 47-year-old man. South East Coast
Ambulance Service attended but the man was sadly pronounced dead at the scene. His family has been informed and are
being supported by specially trained officers.

A 44-year-old man from Epsom was arrested last night on suspicion of murder. He remains in custody.

An investigation, led by Surrey Police and Sussex Police’s Major Crime Team, is underway to establish the circumstances
of the man’s death and enquiries remain ongoing.

Senior Investigating Officer DCI Craig Emmerson said: “The investigation is in the early stages and a specialist team of
officers are working around the clock to follow up enquiries. At this time I can share that we believe this is an isolated
incident which poses no risks to the wider public.

“Our thoughts are with the victim’s family at this difficult time. There remains a significant police presence in the area
and we would like to thank local residents for their cooperation as we conduct our investigation. We will provide further
updates as soon as we can.”

As the ward councillors Chris Ames, Kate Chinn and Rob Geleit are saddened to hear of the death of a man after the
incident in Court Ward. Kate Chinn said: “Our thoughts are with the family and friends of the victim of this tragic event
at what must be a difficult time. The police do not consider there is any risk to the wider public. We would like to thank
the emergency services both the ambulance staff and the police who responded to and managed the incident.”

If you have any information which may relate to this incident, including any dashcam, CCTV or doorbell footage or any
information which may help the police, please get in touch as soon as possible quoting PR/ 45240015016 via:
– Webchat on the website https://www.surrey.police.uk/
– Online https://www.surrey.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/cor/tell-us-about-existing-case-report/
– Calling 101 

If you do not wish to leave your name, please call the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Epsom PC is  tough on  crime and the  causes  of
crime
6 April 2024

Police Constable Bethan Evans-Jones has been working to reduce shoplifting in Epsom & Ewell including working with
one prolific individual who has recently been convicted of 24 counts of theft. Thanks to her interventions, he is also being
supported to break out of the cycle of crime.

Bethan joined Surrey Police in 2022 via Police Now’s National Graduate Leadership Programme, which recruits, trains
and develops talented graduates to excel as neighbourhood officers across England and Wales. Previously training to be a
solicitor and working in her local MP’s office before deciding to become a police officer, Bethan speaks to us about her
role on the frontline and her passion for supporting vulnerable people in the community.

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surrey.police.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Harris1%40surrey.police.uk%7C8887ccd5a0c5410f893c08dc28a70ad7%7C1c6f5d37988241c7b9116c23ee574cec%7C0%7C0%7C638429945108635033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vZosNKYprm23Qt1Bg%2FGAgGy94hWKAd5avKfal2FkTN0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surrey.police.uk%2Ftua%2Ftell-us-about%2Fcor%2Ftell-us-about-existing-case-report%2F&data=05%7C02%7CErin.Harris1%40surrey.police.uk%7C8887ccd5a0c5410f893c08dc28a70ad7%7C1c6f5d37988241c7b9116c23ee574cec%7C0%7C0%7C638429945108645139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9O3g2hYzVUNcK46fJnArm87MGQJpt%2B6kA6FmMtrkGNY%3D&reserved=0
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-pc-is-tough-on-crime-and-the-causes-of-crime
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-pc-is-tough-on-crime-and-the-causes-of-crime
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Last summer, Bethan investigated a series of repeated thefts that targeted a petrol station in the borough of Epsom &
Ewell.

Bethan began to visit the petrol station as part of her regular patrol route, and developed strong relationships with the
staff, to ensure she would be directly alerted to any incidents while in the area.

She was subsequently able to intercept and arrest the offender as he attempted to shoplift alcohol. Thanks to the evidence
she gathered during her investigation, he was convicted of 24 counts of theft at a local magistrates’ court. He was given a
Community Protection Warning prohibiting him from entering any local businesses without the means to pay. He is also
required to undertake drug rehabilitation and to pay compensation for his offences.

Police Constable Bethan Evans-Jones said: “I’m pleased to have been able to support staff at the local petrol station, who
have the right to feel safe in their place of work.

“It is also important to me that the offender is supported to break out of the cycle of crime he had fallen into and receive
the help he needs. He is well known within the community and, despite the crimes he committed, the shop staff spoke
kindly of him – so it was important to all of us that he receive help.

“I referred him to local partner agencies, and he was able to get help from a charity that supports those with drug
addictions and was also assigned a social support worker. He recognised that these were the first steps to ‘getting better’
and we believe that this will be an important step to prevent him from re-offending.

“Drugs and drug misuse has become a particular area of interest for me, because of the often-vulnerable nature of the
offender themselves, as well as the need for victim support. This is the kind of thing that neighbourhood police officers
can really support with, through strong partnership working with local charities and organisations, as well as compassion
and  a  real  understanding  of  what  the  vulnerable  members  of  society  experience.  Getting  to  know people  in  the
neighbourhood and being on patrol is what ultimately enabled me to apprehend this individual.

“That’s one of the reasons I decided to join the force via Police Now’s neighbourhood programme, where I knew I could
embed myself in the local community and build relationships to make a difference. The programme also offers other
development opportunities and I have successfully secured a four-week secondment with the Home Office to work on
county lines policy. This will be a great opportunity to develop my skills further and bring key knowledge back to my
neighbourhood, to better support residents across Epsom and Ewell.”

West Surrey Intelligence Manager, Inspector Alan Knight, said: “Bethan is a very competent and capable police officer.
She has the principles of community policing at the heart of all the work she undertakes, and this is reflected in what she
has achieved.

“By tackling the core issue of the matter and diverting offenders from the vicious circle of reoffending to fund an
addiction, Bethan has not only supported her community by preventing future criminality but is inspiring neighbourhoods
that feel safe. I hope that the results in this case will provide reassurance to victims of crime that we are focused on
pursuing those responsible.

“Bethan’s work has shown that working with communities and victims of crime promotes the partnership sharing of
intelligence and information which is so vital when combating all levels of criminality.”

Different ways to tackle foul-deeds
6 April 2024

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s approach to dog-fouling in its public parks may seem rather tame compared with the
nearby Surrey Borough of Spelthorne.

Spelthorne has adopted powers in the Anti-Social Behaviour and Policing Act whereby its parks are made the subject of
“Public Space Protection Orders” [PSPO]. Under these orders fixed penalty fines can be imposed on dog walkers who fail
to clean up and indeed for walking unready with a “poo-bag”.

The order, which makes it an offence to take dogs into certain marked areas with fines of up to £1,000 if it leaves its mess
behind, has to be renewed every three years. On Wednesday, January 18 Spelthorne Borough Council’s neighbourhood
services and enforcement committee did just that.

Despite the notices, dog fouling continues to be an issue with the council receiving around 80 complaints a year. Leader
of the council, Councillor Joanne Sexton also pushed for new signage to include scannable QR codes in the hope of making
it quicker and easier to report offences – and therefore reduce the amount of dog poo lying on the ground.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/different-ways-to-tackle-foul-deeds
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Officers told the meeting that catching the antisocial behaviour in the act is extremely difficult given how brief the
indiscretions are but said that by reporting it the council could find patterns of behaviour and look to target problem
areas – turning up at 5am if that’s what the data showed.

The zones cover the council’s parks and open spaces with dogs excluded from fenced off areas such as tennis courts.
Officers told the meeting: “We would like people to report to us. If we know that a dog goes to the park at 3pm on most
days we can put in some patrols to give that person some advice – we won’t go in heavy. Our aim is always not to give
people fines but to make them compliant with rules and regulations. If people see dogs running around like crazy and
frightening their dog they should report it.”

Spelthorne Borough Council provides about 550 bins as well as dog waste disposal bags in 50 of its parks and open
spaces.

Since Spelthorne imposed the order in 2012 it has issued a total of 11 warnings under the PSPO – 2 for dog fouling, 1 for
means to collect (not having a bag), 1 dog in tennis courts, 1 professional dog walker with too many dogs, and 6 directions
given to keep a badly behaved dog on a lead.

The authority also issued 3 Fixed Penalty Notices for dog fouling offences in the same time frame (all paid).

However, Spelthorne acknowledges that dog fouling (and other dog related issues) are notoriously difficult offences to
actually enforce, as unless the dog owner is actually known to the person reporting, or officers happen to be in the right
place at the right time, there is often very little to no evidence that allows investigation.

This reality may explain Epsom and Ewell Council’s more realistic approach stated on its website:

“What can we all do about dog fouling? Report it and we’ll remove it. If you notice dog fouling, let us know by filling in our
online form ‘Street Cleansing’ at the top of this page or calling 01372 732000.”

Nevertheless, without the authority of a PSPO it still may be an offence under the Anti Social Behaviour and Policing Act
to allow a dog to persistently foul a public area, leading to the possibility of a prosecution and fine.

Council’s contribution to our safety
6 April 2024

Epsom and Ewell’s Crime and Disorder Committee met Wednesday 17th January to endorse an updated Community Safety
Action Plan for 2024-25.

This followed a period of consultation in which Chris Grayling MP called for more attention to be paid to prevent local
parks being used for drug dealing, one resident’s request for slimy leaves being swept up being disregarded as not
relevant to the Plan, the Liberal Democrats calling for more action on minor crime such as theft from cars and a citizen
asking for the Stones Road tunnel under the railway line to be closed because of drug-dealing.

The plan was adopted unanimously and a summary follows:

In an effort to maintain its reputation as a safe haven amidst changing crime patterns, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council
has rolled out a comprehensive Community Safety Action Plan for the upcoming year. The plan addresses emerging
challenges, emphasizing the protection of vulnerable individuals and enhancing community engagement.

The borough aims to tackle crime at its roots by prioritizing the most vulnerable and those at risk. The implementation of
Community  Harm and  Risk  Reduction  Meetings  (CHaRMM) is  a  cornerstone  of  this  strategy.  These  multi-agency
gatherings plan interventions for both victims and perpetrators, with approximately 65 cases managed each year.

Key  initiatives  include  attending  monthly  CHaRMM meetings,  ensuring  proper  resourcing  for  Domestic  Homicide
Reviews, and conducting Antisocial Behaviour Case Reviews. These actions aim to provide a voice for victims, address
hidden crimes, and enhance overall community safety.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council are determined to be on the frontline against serious organized crime. Staff, including
the Environmental Enforcement team and Environmental Health Team, will undergo awareness sessions. The council also
plans to report intelligence via appropriate channels, using its unique position as landowners, event organizers, and
chairing Safety Advisory Groups to contribute to counter-terrorism efforts.

The rollout of ACT Awareness (Action Counter Terrorism) training and the establishment of Serious Organized Crime Joint
Action Groups demonstrate the borough’s commitment to staying vigilant and proactive in the fight against criminal
networks.

Beyond addressing vulnerable populations, the plan includes joint initiatives such as Joint Action Groups (JAGs), which
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focus on targeted interventions in specific geographical areas. The move towards a standing JAG arrangement ensures a
continuous forum for partner agencies to collectively address area-based issues.

Additionally, a thorough review of town centre data will be conducted, utilizing available tools to identify trends and
behaviours that require attention.

To foster a safer community, the borough will continue joint initiatives with other enforcement agencies, including “Meet
the Beat” and “Violence Against Women And Girls” day of action. Social media will also play a pivotal role in keeping
residents informed and engaged.

The Council  pledges to amplify  partner messages on social  media,  ensuring targeted and informative content that
showcases the results of their community safety efforts.

The meeting lasted 2 minutes 37 seconds.

Miracle escape in Ewell for octogenarian
6 April 2024

Motorist John Woods, who is lucky to be alive after a pre-Christmas accident, has appealed for public help in tracking
down the hit-and-run driver responsible.

John, aged 84, of Tolworth, was driving along the A240 Kingston Road, Ewell, at 10,15am on Wednesday, December 20th,
heading to a hospital appointment, when his Ford Focus estate car was side-swiped by a silver-grey vehicle, travelling at
speed in the opposite direction, which failed to stop. 

It must have come across the central reservation of the road, which is a dual carriageway at this location. John’s car rolled
several times, ending on its side, and he had to be pulled out by passers-by, thankfully suffering only from shock and
minor cuts and bruises, which just required a check-up at Kingston Hospital.

The accident happened near the Aldi store in Kingston Road and now he is hoping that it might have been captured on a
CCTV camera or someone might have noted the number of the culprit’s car.
John, whose vehicle has had to be written off, is asking anyone who has any information to contact the local Epsom police
and quote incident number: SYP20231220-0206.

He said: “I could have been seriously injured or even killed, so it would be good for the driver to be identified before a
further accident happens with even more tragic results”.
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