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Dogs against knife crime
Officers have visited 14 schools and colleges across Surrey over the past week to raise awareness and tackle the grass-root
causes of knife crime as part of national police campaign, Operation Sceptre. The visits provided officers with a chance to speak
to students about misconceptions around the law when it comes to carrying a knife and scenario-based learning to highlight the
dangers it can bring. 

One of the colleges to take part in the campaign welcomed officers and trainee police dogs, Toby and puppy Yaris, to their
campus to learn about the role police dogs play in tackling knife crime.

As part of the campaign, officers also carried out a number of area sweeps, searches and warrants, which in conjunction with the
Force’s knife amnesty bins, resulted in the recovery of 76 knives.

Detective Chief Inspector Amy Buffoni, who leads on tackling knife crime for Surrey Police, said: “We work hard all year round
to tackle knife crime and we are encouraged to see that the number of knife crimes in Surrey has reduced year-on-year since
2019. This doesn’t mean that we can rest though. Op Sceptre provides us with the opportunity to focus our efforts and reignite
conversation around the devastating impact of knife crime on communities, families and young people. Vital to this work is
building relationships with local communities so that the message carries down to the next generation. One life lost to knife crime
is one too many and it simply should not happen.”

Do you have information about someone who carries a knife? You can help save a life by reporting what you know to police. Even
tiny details can stop knife crime and keep your community safe. You can call on 101 or if you’d prefer to remain anonymous, you
can call the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111, or alternatively visit their website here. 

Worried about a young person? For help and support as well as advice on how you could help them, visit #knifefree here.

If you are in danger or need immediate help, always call 999.

Save a life and surrender your knife. No questions, no arrest. Surrey Police have knife banks located at the following locations in
Surrey:

Staines Police Station (22 Kingston Rd, Staines, TW18 4LQ) – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Woking Civic Centre (Civic Offices, Gloucester Square, Woking, GU21 6YL) – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Guildford Police Station (Margaret Rd, Guildford, GU1 4QS – open every day, 8am to 10pm
Elmbridge Council Offices (Civic Centre, High St, Esher, KT10 9SD) – open Monday to Friday, 8.45am to 5pm
Reigate Police Station (79 Reigate Rd, Reigate, RH2 0RY) – open every day, 8am to 10pm

Defence of Surrey M25 policing
M25 protesters acting as “dead weights” means they take longer to be arrested, according to Surrey’s Police and Crime
Commissioner. Just Stop Oil activists brought parts of the M25 to a standstill this month as part of their ongoing campaign
calling on the government to take more action on the use of fossil fuels.

Surrey’s Police and Crime Commissioner, elected to hold the county’s police force to account, said she had attended the protests
on a day when five were arrested. She added she is “enormously proud” of Surrey Police’s response. Responding to a question
from Tandridge District Councillor Mick Gillman at a meeting of the police and crime panel on Monday (November 21), Lisa
Townsend said she disagreed with the view that Surrey Police were not doing enough.

The meeting, at which councillors from each of the county’s authorities can put questions to the PCC, heard she had also received
“an awful lot” of criticism from people about police not negotiating with protesters, and not listening to their demands. She said:
“It doesn’t matter what reason somebody is breaking the law for. If they’re breaking the law, the police will  get involved
regardless of what their greater or not aims. I am enormously proud of the action that Surrey Police took over these protests and
I will continue to praise them for it.”

Cllr Gillman’s (OLRG Alliance, Burstow, Horne & Outwood) question said he had found it impossible to explain to residents when
asked why more action was not being taken by Surrey Police with the protesters. He said: “Residents expect the police to apply
the law without fear or favour and there is strong feeling that lack of decisive action by police when the protests started have only

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/dogs-against-knife-crime
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGFyZGNhbGxzc2F2ZWxpdmVzLmNvLnVrLw%3d%3d&r=13993081282&d=17898893&p=1&t=h&h=4a82ee9e0f8250f02317ae464c96ca62
https://track.vuelio.uk.com/z.z?l=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cua25pZmVmcmVlLmNvLnVrL3dvcnJpZWQteW91bmctcGVyc29uLw%3d%3d&r=13993081282&d=17898893&p=1&t=h&h=6850865bfc77c07aad32efba1426da49
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/defence-of-surrey-m25-policing


6th November 2025 weekly

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 2
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

encouraged more protests as those involved feel they can get away with this. Can I have an assurance that you will be using all
your influence with the police to insist they now apply a zero-tolerance approach to any protesters who block or disrupt the
highway?”

He followed up in the meeting that one resident had said to him it should just take minutes to arrest someone, and not “hours of
them sitting in the road” as had happened on previous demonstrations by the group. Mrs Townsend said: “The idea that police
haven’t acted swiftly I’m afraid is just rubbish and I absolutely won’t accept that criticism at all.”

On a day when protesters were climbing the gantries above the M25, Mrs Townsend said she had seen four of the arrests that
took place, and that once the arrest was made, the police then had to ensure it was “absolutely safe” before they went up to get
protesters down. She added: “It’s not simply a case of saying ‘you’re arrested’ then they come down quietly. In two of the cases I
saw, the protesters followed a well known tactic of playing dead, basically becoming a dead weight and insisting that officers go
and physically remove them. That can’t happen in two minutes, although the arrest has been made. The person then needs to be
lawfully and carefully removed so that everybody’s safety is protected, not least the Surrey Police officers who are up there.”

Cllr Dalton leads street night light fight
Epsom and Ewell’s Councillor Hannah Dalton (Residents’  Association, Stoneleigh) said she lived in a zone five area, but
when she got the last train home, she would still get the torch out on her phone in order to get home safely once off the main
streets. Surrey’s Police and Crime Commissioner has hit back at a claim she “doesn’t understand what she’s talking about” as she
says the decision to turn street lights on at night is the county council’s responsibility.

Lisa Townsend said street lighting has been “one of her great frustrations” with “mixed messages” at council level, as another
councillor shared her experience of walking home with her phone’s torch on to get back safely.

In a heated meeting of Surrey County Council’s police and crime panel, in which councillors and non-elected members ask
questions of the PCC, Runnymede Councillor John Furey (Conservative, Addlestone South) said residents could make a request
to get lights switched back on in certain areas.

Street lights on some of Surrey’s residential roads started to be turned off at night in 2017, usually between the hours of 1am and
5am, to save money.

Epsom and Ewell’s Councillor Hannah Dalton (Residents’  Association, Stoneleigh) said she lived in a zone five area, but
when she got the last train home, she would still get the torch out on her phone in order to get home safely once off the main
streets.

In response the elected Conservative PCC said: “You and I have both, I suspect, walked home from train stations using the light
on our phone, clutching our keys, speaking to somebody on the phone hoping that if anything happens, there will at least be a
record but conscious that by the fact that we’re on our phone means we’re not paying the proper attention to our surroundings.
Any woman I know has been there.”

She said she got “very annoyed” when told by officers that the reason that lights hadn’t been turned on was because police hadn’t
asked for them to be. Mrs Townsend added: “That’s not the reason. It’s entirely in the county council’s gift as to whether they
turn them back on or not. I’m frustrated by the mixed messaging that my office gets I’m frustrated by the different answers that I
get when I ask about it.”

Calling on councillors to lobby the county council that where residents didn’t feel safe and wanted street lights switched back on,
they should be, she added it was not for the police to be making the case for residents.

Mrs Townsend added: “Something should not have to happen to us, or to any other woman or man, in order for a case to be made
to put the lights on. If you don’t feel safe, and it’s what the community wants, the lights should be switched on. I couldn’t be
clearer in that.”

Cllr Furey had previously interrupted Mrs Townsend, saying: “This is quite out of order. The PCC doesn’t understand what she’s
talking about.” He said the police would be asked for their opinion if there was a request for residents to switch lights back on,
but that the request went through the county council and that if there was a case, the lights would be switched back on.

Mrs Townsend, saying she had been “rudely interrupted” by Cllr Furey, said she understood the process but was concerned about
the “extra bureaucracy” and said she didn’t want to see any more delays to requests. She added: “My point is police shouldn’t
have to become involved in it. If a woman doesn’t feel safe and she wants to have the lights turned on, that should be a matter for

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/cllr-dalton-leads-street-night-light-fight
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the county council. It should not be a matter for policing because the police cannot interfere on whether somebody feels safe or
doesn’t.”

Surrey County Councillor Keith Whitham (Conservative, Worplesdon) said it was “not a black and white situation”. He said in
his area he had seen successful examples of lights being switched back on where Surrey Police had supported residents in their
appeals to the council. Mole Valley Councillor Paul Kennedy (Lib Dem, Fetcham West) said the blanket approach “simply doesn’t
work” and that people had “to work really hard to try and get the lights back on.” He said he would be taking it up with the
county council, but also recognised that many people in his rural area valued and wanted to protect their dark skies.

On the wider issues of the safety of women and girls, the meeting heard the responses to a survey carried out in April and May
2021 which showed that 45.6 per cent of the 5,427 participants felt unsafe in their neighbourhoods at night, and 55.7 per cent felt
unsafe in the nearest town centre at night. A report into the findings said: “One of the main themes when respondents were asked
to explain why they sometimes feel unsafe, was lighting, or lack of it in local areas. A lot of these comments mentioned the lack of
street lighting in their local area, and how this made it feel unsafe when out and about after dark.”

Mrs Townsend pointed to the almost £1million received from Government to help tackle violence against women and girls in the
county, including training for teachers in schools. She said: “We’re not going to police our way out of this problem. We do need to
take a whole society approach.”

The dreadful price of dangerous speeding
A Woodmansterne man is facing 2 years and 8 months behind bars after making a reckless decision to show off his car in front of
his friends by driving at excessive speed which resulted in the tragic death of a 17-year-old girl.

Leanne Taylor, who was the back seat passenger at the time, was sadly killed in the collision which took place in Tupwood
Scrubbs Road in Caterham on the evening of Saturday, 1 February 2020.

Leanne Taylor

Describing Leanne as “definitely one of a kind with a massive individual personality”, her family said today that Leanne’s “lasting

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/the-dreadful-price-of-dangerous-speeding
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legacy is giving a gift of life to four people”.

Her mother, Mary Allison, said: “Over the last two years and nine months, we as a family have waited for justice for our Leanne.
How I wish my Leanne was alive and had the chance to live life to the full, it’s heartbreaking. We would like to thank all the
emergency services who were there on the night, to the staff at St George’s treating our Leanne with dignity and respect. A
massive thank you to the team from the Surrey and Sussex Police Serious Collision Investigation Unit for all the work they have
done to build this case, for justice for our Leanne. A big thank you to our family liaison officer and all involved.”

The driver of the car involved in the collision, Callum Hone, 24, of Manor Way, Woodmansterne, was sentenced to 2 years and 8
months’ imprisonment when he appeared at Guildford Crown Court yesterday (17 November). He has also been disqualified from
driving for 5 years, which will start when released from prison and if he was ever to reapply for his driving licence there would be
the requirement to complete an extended re-test.

Callum Hone

Hone had pleaded guilty to causing death by dangerous driving on the first day of his trial at the same court on 10 October.

On the evening of the collision, Hone had picked Leanne and another friend up in his BMW 320 where they joined another group
of friends at Caterham Viewpoint. They were sitting in their cars talking and listening to music when Hone made the fatal
decision to do a drive-by. Hone set off, with Leanne and her friend still in the car, and was driving at speed when he failed to
negotiate a left hand bend, resulting in the car colliding with a tree and overturning a number of times before landing on its roof.

Leanne’s body was recovered from under the BMW and she was taken to hospital, where she sadly died five days later as a result
of the catastrophic injuries she had suffered in the crash.

On sentencing, Judge Black said: “I have no doubt you were showing off to your friend. You were fully aware of the risk driving
the way that you did with at least one passenger unrestrained within the car”    

Investigating Officer, Lauren Upton, from the Serious Collision Investigation Unit, said: “Our thoughts are with Leanne’s family
and friends following her tragic and senseless death. I  would like to thank Leanne’s family for their patience and dignity
throughout this investigation. Hone was estimated to have been driving at a speed of between 55 and 60mph at the time of the
crash, a speed that was unsuitable for the road conditions. Leanne’s death is a stark reminder of why all young drivers should
think twice before they risk the lives of themselves and others by putting their foot down on the accelerator to show off and try to
impress their friends. Sadly, this case is an example of the devastating consequences Hone’s reckless and irresponsible actions
can have. Speed kills – it is simply not worth the risk. We will continue to investigate serious collisions and bring to justice those
who compromise the safety of themselves and others on our roads in Surrey.’’
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Tadworth Youth Club reduces crime
A youth club in one of Surrey’s most deprived neighbourhoods is teaching children business skills, getting them birthday cakes
and has seen kids queuing out the door to get in. The Friday night club, which can see up to 70 children in a week, also serves
food to the kids, has them running their own tuck shop and deciding what to do with the profits, and aims to teach them things
they may not learn at school.
Image: Councillors, Surrey Police officers, Surrey\’s deputy police and crime commissioner with staff and children at the MYTI Club. (Credit: LDRS)

The MYTI club runs each week and during school holidays at the Phoenix Youth Centre in Tadworth, and was set up by Tony
Britto when he pitched to Surrey County Council after a call out for people to use the space. The LDRS (Epsom and Ewell
Times’ news partnership with the BBC) visited the youth club, where police officers were playing table tennis with the children,
burgers were served for dinner, and everyone joined in with a rendition of happy birthday for two of the kids.

The deputy police and crime commissioner for Surrey and two county councillors were also there, showing just how much support
this project has, as it takes steps towards gaining charitable status to take some of the strain off Tony’s pockets. He’s put a lot of
his own money into the club, which costs around £70,000 a year to run, but that’s no longer sustainable and getting charitable
status would mean access to more funding streams. ‘Parents can’t believe how confident the kids have become’

Tony’s own past is what has pushed him to want to pass on skills to these young people. After his dad died and Tony was taken
into the care system in London, he said he started drinking from a young age and was “up to no good, getting into trouble,
fighting”. You had an inkling of something that you shouldn’t be doing, I was probably up to it,” he said. But he stopped drinking
nearly six years ago, and alongside working for his own roofing company, is running the club with Megan Ferguson,  the
managing director.

Tony remembers something he was told when he was 13 years old that has stuck with him ever since: “Tell me, I forget; show me,
I remember; involve me and I understand.” It’s what makes him want to get the kids deciding what they do with the profits from
their tuck shop (they put them back into the club), help them foster good relationships with the police, and teach them the value
of things in life.

They also get great feedback from parents, Tony said: “They can’t believe how the kids change, how confident they’ve got. And if
there’s ever an issue, they come to us.”

External view of Phoenix youth club in Tadworth, where the MYTI club is held each Friday and in school holidays. Credit: LDRS

A heat map shared on the club Instagram account (also run by the children) shows a drastic drop in anti-social behaviour in the
vicinity of the club when its doors are open. Surrey Police could not provide more up to date information at the time of
publication.

Kids would be down the ‘wrong path’ without the club. Megan is clear that were it not for the club many of the children would be

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/tadworth-youth-club-reduces-crime
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going down the “wrong path”. The Tattenham and Preston neighbourhood, where the club is, ranks 7th in Surrey for overall
deprivation, according to figures from the county council. Nearly 20 per cent of the children in the area are in absolute low
income families, which compares to 8.8 per cent in the borough of Reigate and Banstead, and 7.7 per cent in Surrey as a whole.

Ellie Vesey-Thompson, Surrey’s deputy police and crime commissioner, said getting the kids in from eight years old is an
important factor and praises both the impact on the children and the fact they are “diverted” away from getting drawn into crime
and exploitation. But she’s clear that a similar set up wouldn’t work in all parts of Surrey in the same way, even if she did have
the budget to do so. She said: “It’s not just about the building, it’s the environment they’re creating. If you put one of these all
across Surrey, it wouldn’t have the same effect without having a Megan and a Tony in it.”

Megan not only knows all the kids’ names, having grown up in the area she also knows a lot of their parents too. With young
children of her own, she fits the role around her family, and contrasts the difference between what they are running compared to
the “dirty, grotty” youth clubs she went to as a youngster. She said her role is not the same as the kids’ teachers or parents, and
is happy to remind them that if they don’t want to be there, they should leave. Saying it’s important to teach the kids how much
things cost, from bouncy castles the club hires to trips out, she said they start to appreciate how expensive the real world is.

With kids coming from as far afield as Leatherhead, Guildford, Kingston and Croydon, Megan says the space is a “privilege” for
the children, and that’s what makes them want to stay. She added: “Some of these kids don’t have a voice in their life, they don’t
feel like it but we give it to them and we give them that power. All we can do is guide them along to making the right decisions.”

Surrey County Councillor Rebecca Paul highlighted the strong relationship between those running the club and the children
there. She said: “This is just a club that the local community feel real ownership for and, as a result, the kids really want to be
here. They want to participate.”

Shoddy Tadworth builder imprisoned
A fraudster has received an immediate 32-month custodial sentence after being found guilty of 14 charges following a Surrey
Trading Standards investigation. On Friday 4 November 2022 at the Crown Court in Guildford, Stewart Munnery (aged 46,
Tadworth, Surrey) was charged with the following:

Three substantive fraud counts, totalling over £100,000.
Three aggressive practice charges, including one involving the use of racist, abusive language.
Five breaches of professional diligence.
Three misleading actions, including by using false customer testimonies on websites and photos on his website of
work that was not carried out by him.

Mr Munnery received individual sentences for all the charges listed above, but as these are to run concurrently it results in a total
sentence of 32 months. 16 of these will be served in custody while the remaining 16 months will be served on license.

Mr Munnery has also been disqualified from being a company director for five years commencing from the date of his release
from prison, and over the same period of time has been issued with a restraining order banning him from any contact with the
witnesses or their families.

In addition, Mr Munnery is subject to a Criminal Behaviour Order, which prevents him from unsolicited calling at domestic
properties to provide quotations for work.

Mr Munnery operated both as a sole trader and as sole director of multiple companies. Whether acting as an individual or for one
of his companies, Mr Munnery would use the trading name “Surrey Construction”.

Presenting  himself  as  a  knowledgeable  and  reputable  local  builder,  Mr  Munnery  would  exploit  vulnerable  customers  by
presenting seemingly reasonable schedules of work at underquoted fees, but which he had no intention of honouring.

Once payment was received and initial works were undertaken, Mr Munnery departed from previously agreed schedules and
demanded further payments, inflating the cost of the works to take advantage of the vulnerability of the homeowner.

When payments were not forthcoming, Mr Munnery resorted to threats and unreasonable demands. Mr Munnery would even use
emotional blackmail, exploiting his own ill health and using it against victims when initial agreements were inevitably not adhered
to. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/4103-2
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The works he did undertake were assessed by an independent expert as having a value far below the contracted price and in
many instances were substandard.

In mitigation, Mr Munnery’s representative explained how he is suffering from complex medical issues requiring regular hospital
treatment and that this appears to have been the reason for his fraudulent behaviour. The court also heard that Munnery was
remorseful and had no relevant previous convictions.

Buckinghamshire and Surrey Trading Standards have supported five residents who lost significant sums of money for poor quality
building work that required extensive remedial work.

Denise Turner-Stewart, Surrey County Council Cabinet Member for Communities and Community Safety said: “To deliberately
target vulnerable residents in this way is shameful, and I’m glad this individual has now been brought to justice. The financial
losses incurred, while significant, were only part of the suffering experienced by his victims, some of whom were left with
uninhabitable and unsafe homes.

“I’d like to thank the Trading Standards officers involved with this investigation for their diligent work, and I hope it brings some
comfort to the victims to know he will now get the punishment he deserves. Together, we will continue to do all we can to keep
the residents of Surrey safe.”

Find out more about scams and how to prevent them by visiting www.surreycc.gov.uk/business-and-consumers/trading-standards.

Find a trusted trader by visiting the Trading Standards approved website www.traders4u.co.uk.

Surrey County Council News.

Surrey road safety played out on the pitch
On Friday 4 November Surrey Fire and Rescue Service’s football team played host to Surrey Police, with the shared goal of
improving road safety during the winter period.

The fixture was planned to highlight the dangers of driving under the influence of alcohol and drugs, and general road safety
during the winter period. Those in attendance heard a speech from Assistant Chief Fire Officer Jon Simpson, who took the
opportunity to underscore the importance of safety on Surrey’s roads, and the need to improve behaviours. He was joined at the
event by Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey Ellie Vesey-Thompson, Chair of Surrey County Council Councillor
Helyn Clack, Councillor Denise Turner Stewart, Mole Valley MP Sir Paul Beresford, and Surrey FA’s CEO, Sally Lockyer.

There were 330 road traffic collision incidents with Surrey Fire and Rescue Service involvement between November 2021 and
February 2022 and in 2021 there were 24 Fatalities, 647 Serious casualties and 2490 slight casualties on the county’s roads, 15%
of which involved young drivers. The services are encouraging drivers not to drive under the influence, as well as warning against
the dangers of distractions while behind the wheel. They are also calling on motorists not to speed and to take caution with risks
such as adverse weather conditions and country roads.

Filming was carried out during the match, with players from both sides interviewed about their experiences in responding to road
traffic collisions and the impact they had on the lives of those involved in these incidents, as well as on themselves.

Surrey Police took the bragging rights at full-time, emerging with a 1-0 victory from a competitive game. However, it is hoped
that the main result from the fixture will be the powerful, football-based road safety campaign which will run throughout the
World Cup and across the winter. 115 drink or drug impaired drivers were apprehended during the previous three international
tournaments in which England’s Senior Men’s Team have featured (Euro 2016, 2018 World Cup, Euro 2020), and 78% of these
were male.

Commenting on the event, Jon Simpson, Assistant Chief Fire Officer for Surrey Fire and Rescue Service stated: “Whilst we are
all here to enjoy a game of football between the services, it also gives us a great opportunity to highlight a really important safety
message to a key target audience, as we raise awareness of safe driving among young people – predominantly young males.

“We all have a responsibility here to improve our own behaviours on the road and encourage them in others to ensure we all come
home safe this winter. During the World Cup, plan your journey home on public transport, do not mix drinking with driving. If you
are driving home for the games, then allow extra time for your journey. Speeding could result in three points you really do not
need, or the consequences could be even worse – the loss of a life. Adapt your speed appropriately for the road and weather
conditions and make sure you always wear a seatbelt.”

http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/business-and-consumers/trading-standards
http://www.traders4u.co.uk/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-road-safety-played-out-on-the-pitch
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Chief Inspector for Roads Policing at Surrey and Sussex Police, Michael Hodder, added: “Road safety is a huge priority for us at
Surrey Police and sadly we often work closely with our blue light colleagues at Surrey Fire and Rescue when dealing with
collisions on the county’s roads. Although we know the vast majority of road users are conscientious and law-abiding citizens,
there is a minority of people who just disregard the law and put not only their lives, but other people’s lives at risk. It really is
quite simple – always drive with due care and attention, stick to speed limits and follow the laws to keep all those using the roads
in Surrey as safe as possible.”

Ellie Vesey-Thompson, Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner for Surrey commented: “It was great to support the police and fire
service working together to share the importance of road safety. The win for Surrey Police was an added bonus of the day!

“It concerns and saddens me that our young people aged 17-24 disproportionately die in road traffic collisions. With cold and wet
weather as well as social events like the World Cup and Christmas parties, it’s a really key time to be sharing the message around
driving safely. I urge anyone heading out with friends this winter to ensure you have a safe way of getting home – be that public
transport, a taxi or a designated driver. It is also important to always pay attention and to drive to the conditions of the road,
particularly when wet or icy.

“Ensuring safer Surrey roads is a key priority in Commissioner Lisa Townsend’s Police and Crime Plan, which is why we are
pleased to support initiatives such as Safe Drive Stay Alive which helps educate young people on the dangers of the ‘fatal five’;
drink or drug driving, speeding, using a phone whilst driving, not wearing a seatbelt and driving whilst distracted.

“By working together to spread this message we can reduce the number of people killed and seriously injured on our roads.”

Surrey Fire and Rescue Service have shared their top tips for road safety, for drivers both young and old, here.

Surrey County Council News

Safer nights in Epsom in sights
Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s (EEBC) Environment and Safe Communities Committee approved the allocation of a grant for
plans to improve safety in the area. – Tuesday 18 October -. In a bid that resulted in a £271,712 grant from the Home Office Safer
Streets programme, the council put forward a range of initiatives to promote safety within Epsom’s night time economy.

In conjunction with the Safer Streets bid, a ‘Night Time Safety’ survey, specific to Epsom town centre, was created. Only 30% of
those who responded said they felt safe in the town centre at night, and only 18% of respondents said they felt safe within
Epsom’s nightclubs. The bid also cited a rise in spiking in the borough, with two anecdotal reports of spiking in 2019 and 2020,
and nine reported crimes involving spiking in 2021.

Councillors at the committee meeting approved a decision to spend £172,512 of the grant on replacing sixteen CCTV cameras in
Epsom, which, according to the bid, were outdated and expensive to run. The monitoring costs of the sixteen cameras will be
funded by the Epsom BID (known as “Go Epsom“). The cameras are currently monitored by Surrey Police, but EEBC has said
that they will now be monitored locally.

The bid states that ‘The CCTV will be monitored during busy weekend periods via 24-hour security based in the shopping centre.
Security will  be able to speak directly to the police to prevent late night incidents occurring or escalating,  feedback live
information and protect those who appear vulnerable. The CCTV will also be available for investigation purposes.’

Councillors also approved the decommissioning of four CCTV cameras in Ewell and Stoneleigh, after officers found that it was
‘unlikely’ that the cameras were being used enough to meet an identified pressing need, as set out under the Protection of
Freedoms Act 2012.

The funding of accredited training for staff at Epsom’s licensed premises was deemed an ‘essential part’ of the Safer Streets bid,
which cites ‘a lack of training and awareness with licenced premises and their staff around VAWG [Violence Against Women and
Girls],  including drink spiking and identifying vulnerabilities.’  The bid also states that  there is  a  lack of  nonauthoritarian
guardians available at night time, and that police are often unable to assist vulnerable people while also addressing offences.

One respondent to the Night Time Safety survey said: ‘There’s not always someone nearby or a close location I can trust’. Part of
the funding will go towards training and uniform for Street Pastors, an existing group of volunteers from local congregations who
offer support to those who are out in the evening. However, they do not feel comfortable being out in the early hours of the
morning, and incidents of violence peak between 3am and 4am. Therefore, the bid also suggests supplementing the Street Pastors
scheme with a ‘Night Angels’ initiative, which, being open to a wider demographic of volunteers, might increase the number of

https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/community/fire-and-rescue/community-safety/roads
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/safer-nights-in-epsom-in-sight
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people available to offer support during the night.

Councillors also approved plans to provide drink testing and anti-spiking kits at licensed premises.

A communications package will be used to disseminate information about the improvements through advertising and social
media.

Indecent images end policeman’s career
A former Surrey Police special constable will never be in the profession again after failing to report unwanted illegal indecent
images. According to an accelerated misconduct hearing outcome posted on the force’s website, Special Constable Alan Harvey
breached the “standards of professional behaviour” and was so serious “it warranted dismissal”.

Surrey Police handed Mr Harvey’s name to the LDRS on request as the hearing notice and outcome refers to him as “Special
Constable Harvey”. However, limited details have been released since the hearing took place on October 3.

Here’s what happened:

A notice of the hearing was on the Surrey Police website on September 27, and was seen by the LDRS.
On approaching the force to gain the full name of the officer involved, which was not initially included, the notice was taken down
and replaced with one with less detail on the allegations. The original notice of the hearing stated that former SC Harvey had
stated, during police interview, that sometimes he would be sent indecent images of children. It said: “SC Harvey failed to report
these illegal images to police so that the offenders could be prosecuted, and children safeguarded. Former SC Harvey continued
to use the same online services despite having been sent [indecent images of children].”

According to the original hearing notice, the former SC had also accepted in police interview that he may have sent one of the
indecent images of children by accident when trying to send legal adult pornography through the online service.

Chief Constable Gavin Stephens chaired the hearing on October 3, finding that the breach of the standards of professional
behaviour was so serious that former SC Harvey should be dismissed, had he still been serving
The college of policing states that special constables are voluntary officers with the same powers as regular officers, and
they take part in frontline police work.

This can mean a varied role including spending “much of their time on the streets”, patrolling in crime hotspots or taking part in
crime-prevention initiatives.

A Surrey Police spokeswoman said: “The rules breached were that it breached our professional standards, the finding made was
that he would have been dismissed had he still been serving and same goes for the sanctions imposed.”
*LDRS = Local Democracy Reporting Service of the BBC with which Epsom and Ewell Times is partnered.

Le Pire, The Worst – Epsom burglar gets 3 years.
A man who stole £23,000 when he burgled a house in Epsom, will now spend just under three years behind bars for his crime.
Alfred Pire, 25, of York Road, Chingford, pleaded guilty to using a crowbar to break into a home on East Street, Epsom, on the
afternoon of 23 May. After conducting an untidy search, Pire took approximately £23,000 in cash and fled the scene.

In his rush to leave the crime scene Pire left the crowbar behind, allowing officers to swab it for DNA bringing up a match on the
system. Investigators also trawled through footage from nearby CCTV images and were able to match Pire to a man acting
suspiciously in the area at the time of the burglary.

At sentencing at Guildford Crown Court on Monday, 17 October, Pire was sentenced to 32 months in prison. Unfortunately, the
money stolen in the burglary was not recovered.

Investigating officer PC Brown said: “Pire was brazened enough to drive to the scene in his own vehicle and use a crowbar to
break into the victim’s house, stealing a significant amount of cash that was proceeds of years of hard work and long hours from
the victim’s business. The impact this has had on the victim has been huge.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/indecent-images-end-policemans-career
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/le-pire-the-worse-epsom-burglar-gets-3-years
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“We know that when your house is burgled victims can feel extremely violated and uncomfortable in their own home. No-one
should have to feel like this due to another persons’ selfish and criminal actions, so we are very pleased that we were able to
bring the victim some closure with the successful prosecution of Pire.”

Surrey Police


