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Water shortage risk drives Surrey farm plan for
irrigation pond

6 August 2026

An east Surrey farm is seeking permission to build a new irrigation pond, as climate change has made water supply a
“major operational risk”.

Reid Manor Farm Limited has put forward a prior notification application to Tandridge District Council for excavation
works to install the pond in a field to the west of Lingfield.

The applicant noted that “mixed farming activities” are currently undertaken in the area, with hay production being the
largest operation.

“There are a number of other farming activities the business is currently exploring and in the process of setting up to
support the farming business,” the planning documents say.

Blackberry harvesting and jam making are expected to be included among these activities, the applicant states.

But they added that the proposals for a new irrigation pond represent a “critical business asset” in the cultivation of
aquatic plants.

“While south east England is historically the driest part of the UK, climate change has worsened summer droughts and
unpredictable rainfall patterns, making reliable water access a major operational risk,” the documents say.

They add: “A farm irrigation pond allows a farm to capture and store abundant winter rainfall, securing an independent,
year-round water supply that protects the crop from summer water restrictions and heat stress.”

The applicant also pointed to a government statement published in its ‘Farming Roadmap 2050’, which states: “The
scientific consensus is clear that the UK should expect wilder, stormier weather with significantly increased flooding as
well as summer droughts.

“With 70 per cent of our land currently used for agricultural purposes, it will become increasingly important to hold more
water on farmlands to help reduce the impact of flooding downriver and support farmers during drought periods.”

Access to the farm via Brickhouse Lane would not be changed as a result of this development, the documents claim.

They add: “The site currently has no mains water connection, and no water bore holes exist on site meaning the only
current water source option is harvesting rainwater.”

James Moules Local Democracy Reporter

Image: Wheat stock image (Credit: Pixabay)

Water voles thriving in Ewell’s Hogsmill

Camera footage and fresh field signs suggest water voles are settling in and spreading along the Surrey chalk stream

Water voles are showing encouraging signs of recovery along the Hogsmill River, one year after 50 of the threatened
mammals were released into the river and surrounding wetlands in Ewell, Surrey.

Camera traps have captured a continuous flow of images showing the water voles displaying natural behaviours, while
recent surveys have found evidence of their presence both upstream and downstream of the original release site.
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The field signs include burrows in the riverbanks, feeding remains, vegetation chewed at a characteristic 45-degree angle
and distinctive “tic-tac-shaped” droppings found at water vole latrines. The findings suggest the animals are exploring the
river and establishing themselves within their restored habitat.

Water voles were released into Chamber Mead wetlands and the adjacent Upper Hogsmill River on 30 July 2025 by the
South East Rivers Trust and conservation charity Citizen Zoo.

The release marked the return of water voles to Surrey following an absence of more than 20 years and complemented an
earlier reintroduction further downstream on the Hogsmill.

Laura Nee, Catchment Officer at the South East Rivers Trust, said: “It’s wonderful to see how excited local people are to
have water voles living on their doorstep. Residents often stop to tell me about hearing the tell-tale ‘plop’ of something
entering the water and wondering whether a vole is nearby.

“Although water voles can be difficult to spot, our monitoring with Citizen Zoo is giving us an encouraging picture of how
they are settling in. Camera traps have captured a continuous flow of images showing the voles displaying natural
behaviours, while recent surveys have found signs of their presence both upstream and downstream, including latrines,
feeding remains and burrows in the riverbanks.

“A year after the reintroduction, it’s incredibly exciting to see evidence that the water voles are thriving and making the
Hogsmill their home.”

Citizen Zoo is monitoring the population using four latrine rafts, two camera traps and a clay tracking raft positioned
along this stretch of the catchment.

The equipment, combined with regular field surveys, helps conservationists understand where the water voles are living,
how they are moving along the river and whether the population is successfully establishing.

Water voles were once widespread along the Hogsmill but disappeared from Surrey following decades of habitat loss and
pressure from invasive American mink.

Their return was made possible by long-term work to restore the river and create suitable habitat, including the
development of Chamber Mead wetlands by the South East Rivers Trust and Epsom & Ewell Borough Council.

The wetlands provide the dense vegetation, connected river habitat and suitable banks that water voles need for food,
shelter and burrowing.

The July 2025 release formed part of the WET Hogsmill project, delivered by the South East Rivers Trust in partnership
with Citizen Zoo and supported through Natural England’s Species Recovery Programme.

The water voles were bred by Wildwood Trust, which specialises in conservation breeding and the recovery of native
species.

The release also helped strengthen the population established further downstream, where Citizen Zoo released 101 water
voles in 2022. Creating connected populations along the river can improve genetic diversity and support the species’
longer-term recovery.

Ongoing monitoring will help the South East Rivers Trust and Citizen Zoo track the population’s progress and guide
future habitat conservation along the Hogsmill.

The Hogsmill is a rare chalk stream flowing through Epsom and Ewell and the Royal Borough of Kingston before joining
the River Thames. Chalk streams are internationally important habitats, supported by clear, mineral-rich groundwater
and characterised by distinctive plants and wildlife.

The WET Hogsmill project ran from September 2023 to 2025 and created or improved habitat for water voles, European
eels and native trout. It was led by the South East Rivers Trust in partnership with Citizen Zoo and supported through
Natural England’s Species Recovery Programme.

The water vole reintroduction was also supported by Wildwood Trust, Epsom & Ewell Borough Council and Thames
Water.

Citizen Zoo is a social enterprise and conservation charity working to restore nature and reconnect people with the
natural world through community-led rewilding and species recovery.

South East Rivers Trust

Related reports:

Water voles return to Ewell - 31 July 2025

Epsom & Ewell Biodiversity Action Plan’s five-year review ratified - 27 June 2025
Ewell’s wetlands to be celebrated on an open day - 9 April 2024

Chalking up a victory for the Hogsmill - 31 January 2024

Voles let loose on the Hogsmill - 24 January 2023

“Garden of Eden” coming to West Ewell as Wetlands Plan is approved - 23 July 2022
River “Bogsmill” blights Borough - 30 June 2022
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Discovering Epsom’s Secret Lavender Garden

6 August 2026

A family-run lavender business has celebrated 20 years after growing from a simple stall and tent into one of the area’s
best-known attractions.

Mayfield Lavender marked the milestone at its Epsom site, where its founder, Lorna Maye, reflected on two decades of
family life, hard work, community connections and the challenges of building a business from the ground up.

“My goodness knows how we’ve got to 20 years and are still standing upright,” she joked. “It’s been lots of fun. It’s been
extremely hard work.”

Her daughters were just four and six when the family started Mayfield Lavender and have grown up alongside the
business. In the early days, they would play with Polly Pocket and Playmobil in the back of the family camper van while
their parents worked at the lavender fields. “We used to bribe them to come up to the lavender fields,” she recalled.

She said she now wishes the family had filmed those early years after watching Clarkson’s Farm. “It has been a huge
learning curve,” she said. “We’ve come a long way.”

But after two decades, one of the things she is proudest of is that the business remains a family affair. “What’s really
important to me is working with my girls,” she said. “I think hard work pays off in lots of different ways.”

She admitted that running the business has often meant long hours and that achieving a good work-life balance has not
always been easy. “Sometimes people chastise you for working all the time and say, “‘Why do you work so hard? You
should be doing other things. But actually, I really enjoy a lot of it. I've been doing it for 20 years and I kind of feel like I
don’t know anything else.”

From lavender fields to an Epsom café

The family bought its Epsom site in 2011, when it was considerably more dilapidated than it is today. The site had
previously been used for growing crops, before the family planted lavender and began transforming the land. Their next
major step came in November 2022 when they opened a full café, a venture which quickly became much busier than
expected.

Despite its popularity, she told fellow local business owners that hospitality can be a difficult industry in which to make
money. She added that while the café is regularly full, the challenge is now working out how to turn that popularity into a
sustainable business.

“We tick a lot of the boxes. We’'re doing something right, but we just have to work out how we can maximise our
opportunity.”

She also praised the staff, friends and family who have helped Mayfield Lavender grow over the years, describing the
business as very much a team effort.

The work continues for much of the year. Preparations for the summer lavender season begin around March, before the
fields open to visitors. By September, harvesting and closing the fields is under way, before the family turns its attention
to Christmas trees and preparations begin once again for the following summer.

A place with meaning
Beyond the business itself, one of the most rewarding parts of Mayfield Lavender has been discovering what the fields
mean to the people who visit them. Some customers have returned year after year for two decades.

The fields have also become a place of comfort for some people undergoing treatment at the nearby Royal Marsden.
“We're lucky enough to have the Royal Marsden on our doorstep,” she said. Over the years, memorial benches have been
placed at the fields, while patients and their families have visited during and after treatment.

“Sometimes you forget that it actually means a lot to people,” she said. “The lavender makes them feel relaxed. It’s a good
thing to have provided something that is a nice environment for people.”

For the founder herself, one of the rewards of all those years of work comes from seeing the fields at the start of the day.
“There’s nothing better than going up first thing in the morning and seeing the blue sky over the purple fields,” she said.

‘Resourcefulness is greater than strength’

After 20 years in business, there is one phrase the family regularly returns to: “Resourcefulness is greater than strength.”

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
3


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/discovering-epsoms-secret-lavender-garden

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

10th September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0
LDRS|

She described it as something of a company motto. “There’s always something that challenges you,” she said. “I think the
biggest challenge actually is thinking more cleverly rather than the doing. Like many independent businesses, Mayfield is
dealing with rising costs, including business rates, taxes and wages.

“Business is challenging for everybody,” she said. “We just have to figure it out. It’s part of the challenge of business.”

The anniversary event also gave the family a rare opportunity to meet and exchange ideas with other local businesses.
Although Mayfield Lavender welcomes large numbers of visitors and has strong ties with the community, its founder said
running a business can sometimes be surprisingly isolating.

Discovering Epsom’s Secret Lavender Garden

While many people know Mayfield Lavender’s Banstead fields, the family is also keen for more residents to discover its
Secret Lavender Garden in Epsom. Unlike the Banstead fields, which can be seen from the road, the Epsom garden is
tucked away, which inspired its name.

She added: “What I want is for people to have the confidence to come and discover new things and to support local
business.”

Renewal, regrowth and regeneration

Looking to the future also means looking after the lavender itself. Mayfield has begun a major regeneration programme as
some of its original lavender plants approach 20 years old. As lavender plants age, they can become more straggly and
produce less oil, both in terms of quantity and quality, meaning areas of the fields eventually need to be replanted.

The programme, which began last year, centres on three words: renewal, regrowth and regeneration.

“You can’t come to a lavender field and expect it to look picture-postcard every year because it’s a natural plant,” she
said. “The weather plays its part, tourism plays its part, and sometimes the plant ages and it needs to be replaced.”

When some of the older plants were removed, visitors were shown how to take lavender cuttings and were encouraged to
take them home and grow them in their own gardens.

The idea was that a small part of Mayfield Lavender could continue growing elsewhere while the main fields themselves
were regenerated. The business also grows young plants in its Epsom glasshouse ready for replanting.

The founder hopes the project will encourage more people to grow lavender at home, particularly during increasingly hot
and dry weather. Once established in a sunny position and well-drained soil, lavender requires relatively little water and
can be a valuable drought-tolerant addition to a garden.

It also provides an important food source for bees and other pollinators. For Mayfield Lavender, the regeneration
programme is therefore about much more than keeping the fields looking beautiful.

“You have to keep providing, not just for people to enjoy the field, but for all the wildlife and other plant life that grows
around it to carry on.”

Twenty years after the family began with a stall, a tent and two young children in tow, Mayfield Lavender is continuing to
evolve, while holding on to the family, community and landscape at the heart of the business.

Visit and get involved

Local residents are invited to discover Mayfield Lavender’s Secret Lavender Garden in Epsom, visit the café and explore
the lavender for themselves. The family is also keen to hear from local businesses, community groups and organisations
interested in collaborating or developing new ideas at the site. As its founder put it: “If there’s something that you think, ‘I
could be doing something really cool here,’ just let us know.”

Where to find us?
Caffee: Mayfield Lavender Glasshouse Cafe and Gift & Plant Shop, 139 Reigate Rd, Epsom KT17 3DW
Mayfield Lavender Farm, 1 Carshalton Rd, Banstead SM7 3JA

Romy Sustar
Freelance Journalist | Press Card Holder

romana.epsomandewelltimes@gmail.com
+44 (0)77 2727 5946

New Gatwick wetland aims to reduce flood and
drought risks

6 August 2026

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
4


https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/romy-sustar
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-gatwick-wetland-aims-to-reduce-flood-and-drought-risks
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-gatwick-wetland-aims-to-reduce-flood-and-drought-risks

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

Far the community, oy Ehe community. & nog-tor-proft service

10th September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0

A new wetland capable of holding up to 600,000 litres of water has been created near Gatwick as part of efforts to make
the Upper Mole catchment more resilient to flooding, heatwaves and prolonged dry weather.

The South East Rivers Trust has completed the latest phase of a project using natural measures to slow, store and filter
water before it travels downstream.

Across two sites, the environmental charity has created the wetland and reconnected 100 metres of river with its natural
floodplain.

The wetland will collect rainfall and surface water, releasing it gradually downstream. Restoring the connection between
the river and its floodplain will also give water more space to spread out and be held temporarily during periods of heavy
rain.

The measures are intended to ease pressure on downstream communities when rainfall is intense, while keeping more
water in the landscape during hot and dry periods. The restored areas should also provide new and improved habitats for
wildlife.

The work was funded by London Gatwick through its Decade of Change sustainability programme, a strategy covering 10
environmental and social priorities up to 2030.

The latest phase, delivered between July 2025 and June 2026, included:
= Installing more than 50 “leaky barriers” to slow the movement of water;
= Planting a 100-metre hedgerow containing 400 native trees;
= Bringing two more landowners into the catchment project; and

= Monitoring rainfall, river levels and water clarity to study how water moves through the landscape.

Leaky barriers are carefully positioned structures made from natural materials such as branches and logs. Under normal
conditions, water can continue to flow through them, but during heavier rainfall they slow the flow and hold back some of
the water temporarily.

George Biggs, project officer at the South East Rivers Trust, said the recent spell of hot and dry weather illustrated one
side of the challenge facing the area.

“During the current hot and dry weather, it can be difficult to imagine how quickly heavy rainfall can create problems for
our rivers and local communities,” he said.

“The Upper Mole responds very rapidly when it rains, with water moving quickly through the catchment. By restoring
wetlands, reconnecting rivers with their floodplains and installing leaky barriers, we can give that water more space and
more time.

“These measures help create a healthier, more resilient landscape that is better prepared for both very wet and very dry
conditions. They also provide valuable new habitats for wildlife.”

The Upper Mole is particularly responsive to rainfall because of its clay soils, modified river channels and surrounding
urban development. Heavy rain can move rapidly downstream, increasing the risk of flooding and placing additional
pressure on water quality and river habitats.

Natural flood management seeks to tackle those problems nearer their source by working with the landscape to slow,
store and filter water.

Mark Edwards, head of sustainability at London Gatwick, said: “This important initiative, delivered in partnership with the
South East Rivers Trust, is a vital part of London Gatwick’s Decade of Change sustainability programme.

“This partnership is a great example of bringing together technical expertise, landowners and local knowledge to deliver
practical measures that support biodiversity, water quality and climate resilience.

“It demonstrates how London Gatwick can support enhancements to the local area outside the airport.”

Further restoration work is now being planned across the Upper Mole catchment. Proposals include restoring an old pond
so that it can store more water and support biodiversity, installing additional leaky barriers and designing another
wetland to improve water quality and availability.

The partners also intend to extend the project into another of the Upper Mole’s six waterbodies, continue monitoring the
measures already installed and hold community engagement days about the river and natural flood management.

The project initially concentrated on the headwaters of the River Mole, including Baldhorns Brook near Rusper. Its longer-
term ambition is to expand throughout the Upper Mole catchment and demonstrate how nature-based measures could
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help restore other urban river headwaters across the South East.

Monitoring equipment is recording rainfall, river levels and turbidity - a measurement related to water clarity - so that
the Trust can assess how the catchment and the completed interventions respond to wet weather.

Further information about the Gatwick Airport Natural Flood Management Project is available from the South East Rivers
Trust.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Photo: Weed clearing - courtesy South-East Rivers Trust

Epsom Playhouse to embrace heat pumps and trees
to be felled - a planning committee’s night’s work

6 August 2026

EPS0M PLAYHOUSE !

Last night Councillors unanimously approved the council’s own application to replace ageing air-conditioning plant at
Epsom Playhouse with a modern heat pump system, in a decision expected to cut the theatre’s reliance on fossil fuels.

The scheme, brought to committee because the council itself is the applicant, will see five redundant roof-mounted air
conditioning condensers and a gas-fired boiler removed from the roof of the Ashley Avenue theatre and replaced with six
air source heat pumps and four condenser units. The new equipment will sit within a 1.8-metre acoustic screen to control
noise.

Presenting the report, a planning officer told the committee the works would modernise the Playhouse’s building services
and “contribute towards the council’s net-zero objectives, and reduce the building’s reliance on fossil fuels.” Because the
theatre adjoins the Grade II listed 47-51 South Street and sits next to the Epsom Town Conservation Area, officers had
assessed the impact on the setting of those heritage assets, concluding it would cause “less than substantial harm” — but
that this harm was outweighed by the public benefit of the energy efficiency improvements.

The council’s Environmental Health Officer raised no objection, subject to a condition requiring a report confirming noise
from the new plant does not exceed 37 dB — measured at the nearest habitable window, at neighbouring properties
including 39 South Street.

Cllr Alison Kelly (LibDem Stamford) asked officers whether any images were available of how visible the new acoustic
screening would be from street level. The officer explained that although the fencing would stand 1.8 metres high in total,
most of it would sit behind the existing roof parapet, meaning only around 1.3 metres would be visible — and only from
the Ashley Avenue side of the building, a route she described as “a public thoroughfare, but not well used.”

As a verbal update, members were told Surrey County Council’s Highway Authority had raised no objection, and the
scheme had received support from the Theatres Trust.

Following the questions, the application was approved unanimously subject to the conditions and informatives set out in
the officers’ report — including a requirement that the equipment be removed within a month of any future cessation of
use, to protect the setting of the neighbouring listed building.

Drummond Gardens: committee refuses to fell veteran oak and three poplars, approves loss of six
other protected trees

The most contentious item of the evening concerned an application to fell ten trees protected by Tree Preservation Orders
at Drummond Gardens, a 1930s apartment block off Christ Church Mount, after the block’s managing agents argued the
trees were causing subsidence damage to the building.

The application sought consent to fell four English oaks within the private grounds of Drummond Gardens, and six

© 2021-2026. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd. Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY
6


https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/project/gatwick-airport-natural-flood-management-project/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/author/sam-jones
https://www.southeastriverstrust.org/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-playhouse-to-embrace-heat-pumps-and-trees-to-be-felled-a-planning-committees-nights-work
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-playhouse-to-embrace-heat-pumps-and-trees-to-be-felled-a-planning-committees-nights-work

= EPSOM & EWELL TIMES

rFar the comemranity, by the community. A not-tar-proft serace

10th September 2026

ISSN 2753-2771

° L0
LDRS|

Lombardy poplars in the adjoining, council-owned Long Grove Park. Following a lengthy and detailed presentation from
the council’s Tree Officer, members voted to approve felling of six of the ten trees, refuse felling of the remaining four,
and instead require substantial crown reduction pruning of those four as a compromise measure.

A long-running subsidence dispute

The officer explained that Drummond Gardens has “a long history of building movement,” with cracking on the building’s
west-facing wall having worsened in recent years, most severely around flats 26 to 31. A potential insurance claim was
first notified to the council in 2020, but was deferred at the time because the trees involved were protected and there was
insufficient evidence — including missing structural engineering and level-monitoring data — to justify their removal. That
evidence has since been gathered, including a structural engineer’s report, drainage surveys, and building level
monitoring carried out between 2021 and 2024.

He told members the building’s foundations are shallow — between 45 and 68 centimetres deep in most places, save for a
section towards the south-west corner that was partially underpinned to a depth of two to three metres in 1995. He
explained that foundations of this shallow depth are “inadequate by modern standards” on clay soil, particularly where
trees are nearby, though he noted that “many properties with shallow foundations on clay coexist with trees without
suffering subsidence.”

Root samples recovered during site investigations were not starch-tested, meaning there is no scientific confirmation of
whether they were alive at the time they were dug up — a gap in the evidence that came up more than once during
member questions.

Tree-by-tree recommendations
The assessment, illustrated with photographs of each tree, distinguished between:

* Oaks T5 and T6 — two middle-aged oaks close to the point of greatest recorded building movement. Mr Young
said these were “clearly implicated in causing subsidence damage,” noting that even after a neighbouring oak
was removed in 2020, level monitoring still showed a seasonal pattern of movement associated with these two
trees. Because they are still young enough to grow significantly larger, he judged the future risk to be high and
recommended felling.

= Oak T12 — a small, suppressed specimen tucked behind the veteran oak, recommended for felling as being of
low amenity value.

» Oak T9 — a “transitionary veteran” oak estimated to be around 160 years old, likely a survivor of the field-
boundary hedgerow that predates Drummond Gardens itself. Mr Young recommended this tree be retained,
explaining that because the tree pre-dates the building, its long-term extraction of moisture from the clay soil
may already have caused the ground — and the building above it — to settle to a lower level than it would
otherwise sit at. Felling the tree now, he warned, risks the reverse effect: the ground swelling back upwards
(“heave”) as the soil rehydrates, potentially causing fresh damage. He noted the tree shows signs of naturally
“retrenching” — dying back at the crown and roots as it ages — which may explain readings showing the building
had actually risen slightly over the past winter. His recommendation was crown reduction rather than felling.

 Lombardy poplars T22, T23 and T24 — recommended for felling. These are the three poplars closest to the
corner of the building where subsidence has been recorded, and Mr Young noted they also have decay at old
“topping” points from previous pruning, reducing their safe life expectancy and increasing the risk of branch
failure onto the more open part of the garden nearby.

= Poplars T20, T21 and T25 — recommended for retention with substantial crown reduction (cutting back the
canopy by around a third), rather than felling. Mr Young said building movement at this end of the site was
slight, “within building tolerance,” and that there was no clear evidence any single poplar was responsible for
seasonal movement.

Member questions

Before discussion began, Chair Clir Clive Woodbridge (RA Ewell Village) noted for the record that he — and, he
believed, other members — had been contacted directly by the Drummond Gardens Property Group, but stressed the
committee was approaching the item “with an open mind.”

Cllr Neil Dallen (RA Town) asked whether the council would be financially liable if the committee’s decision were
followed but further damage subsequently occurred. Head of Development Management and Planning Enforcement,
confirmed that in principle it could be, “but they would need to do additional work to prove that.” Cllr Dallen also queried
how much weight the committee should give to the council’s financial exposure in reaching what would normally be a
purely planning judgement. The officer confirmed this was a legitimate material consideration in this case, given “the
financial risk to the council... could be significant, depending on the extent of works that are required to the building.”

Cllr James Lawrence (Independent College) questioned the internal consistency of the recommendation, noting that Oak
T9 sat close to boreholes where oak roots had been recovered — comparable evidence, he suggested, to that used to
justify felling T5 and T6 — and that T9 did not show the hollowing typically associated with veteran trees. He also queried
whether the level of crown reduction proposed for the poplars was proportionate, given it would need to be repeated
regularly and would itself reduce the trees’ amenity value. Mr Young responded that the key distinction was vigour: T5
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and T6 remain in active growth and have significant capacity to expand their root systems further, whereas T9, as an
ageing tree past its physiological peak, was more likely to be naturally reducing its water demand rather than increasing
it. He added that without DNA root testing, it was not possible to say definitively which poplars’ roots lay beneath the
building, and that felling all six risked being “quite a scorched earth approach.”

Cllr Alison Kelly asked what risk of heave would arise if the committee took a “wholesale” approach and approved felling
of all ten trees, and whether that would carry legal liability. The tree officer explained the heave risk applied specifically
to the veteran oak, T9, because of its age relative to the building, but not materially to the younger oaks or the poplars,
which post-date or are roughly contemporary with the building’s construction and would not have caused the ground to
subside below its original level.

Cllr Robert Leach (RA Nonsuch) praised the report as “an excellent, well-written report, well-researched, well-argued,
factually based,” noting that his initial assumption — that the tree officer was simply recommending wholesale felling —
had not survived a proper reading of the evidence. Vice-Chair Cllr Phil Neale (RA Cuddington) echoed the praise for the
report’s thoroughness, and asked whether it was coincidental that the two highest-value trees on the council’s own
amenity valuation (T9 and T20) were also the two recommended for retention. Mr Young said the correlation was not the
basis for his recommendation; rather, T20 and the other retained poplars back onto a more sheltered part of the group,
whereas T22-T24 sit closer to an open area of garden where a falling branch would have nowhere else to land.

Responding to a question from the Chair about future monitoring, the officer confirmed that if building movement
continued despite the works being carried out, officers would review whether other, currently unimplicated trees might
be responsible. He confirmed that ongoing level monitoring would be carried out by the private landowner’s own
structural engineer, not the council.

Decision

The committee voted to approve the officers’ recommendation in full: refusing consent to fell Oak T9 and Poplars T20, T21
and T25, on the grounds of insufficient evidence of a direct causal link to the subsidence and the harm their loss would
cause to environmental quality and amenity; and approving felling of Oaks T5, T6 and T12 and Poplars T22, T23 and T24,
together with crown reduction works to the four retained trees, subject to conditions.

Officers’ report put a figure on what was at stake: felling all ten trees would have represented a loss of public amenity
valued, using the industry-standard CAVAT (Capital Asset Value for Amenity Trees) methodology, at £954,480. The
committee’s part-refusal reduces that loss to £387,818.

Upcoming applications

Members briefly noted a report listing applications likely to come before the committee in September, including a called-
in application at Langley Bottom Farm concerning a variation to affordable housing obligations, a residential care home
proposed south of Oak Glade, and a 48-dwelling scheme across two flat buildings at Swail House, Ashley Road. A site visit
to Swail House has already been requested and will be arranged ahead of that meeting.

Cllr Alison Kelly raised a query about tree and ground-levelling works she had observed while cycling past a site off Christ
Church Road, near Oak Glade, asking whether it involved any protected trees. An officer said she understood the activity
related to dormouse survey work, which requires regular checking of monitoring tubes, though officers agreed to look
into the specific site and confirm whether any tree works taking place required scrutiny.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Related reports:
Epsom Playhouse gets a 40 year uplift

Our Star shines on Epsom Playhouse

Epsom and Ewell Council tiptoe around stepping
stones “liability”.

6 August 2026
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Epsom and Ewell Borough Council’s Environment Committee - Tuesday 30th June - has decided not to take on legal
responsibility for the historic stepping stones across the Hogsmill River, after councillors concluded that accepting
liability for a crossing already flagged as unsafe was too great a risk — instead backing a bid to build a new, fully
accessible footbridge nearby.

The stepping stones, thought to have been installed in the early 1980s, sit within the Hogsmill Local Nature Reserve and
are owned by the Environment Agency (EA), which — unusually — owns both the riverbed and the banks at this location.
The EA has told the council it wants to remove the stones and the steps leading down to them on safety grounds, unless
another organisation takes on responsibility for their ongoing inspection, maintenance and insurance.

Why now?

Countryside Manager Stuart Cocker told the committee two problems had brought matters to a head. First, the concrete
steps on the northern bank have been undermined by dogs entering and leaving the water at that point, creating a risk of
collapse — the first significant repair needed on the crossing “in over 40 years,” he said, with a repair cost of under
£1,000. Second, a new wetland outflow channel built as part of nearby habitat restoration work has altered water levels,
meaning the stones are now submerged, and therefore slippery, for much longer periods than in the past. The EA erected
barriers preventing access to the stones in September 2025 following its own risk assessment.

Mr Cocker stressed that the EA remains an active partner in the wider Hogsmill Catchment Partnership, alongside the
South East Rivers Trust, and pointed to what he called significant progress over 15 to 20 years, including “new meanders
in the River Hogsmill,” removal of concrete weirs, “naturalising large sections of the river channel” and reintroducing
fish.

He also had some encouraging news on the water-level problem: the South East Rivers Trust has secured the
Environment Agency’s permission to move gravel that has built up at the confluence with the new wetland channel, work
being paid for as a “public good” clause within a separate CIL-funded contract to restore a nearby footpath. “We’re fairly
confident that that will cause the water levels to recede,” Mr Cocker said, though he cautioned it might need repeating.
Asked directly whether this work would persuade the EA to keep responsibility for the crossing after all, he was clear:
“From what they’ve said, they still wish the stepping stones to be removed. That’s their intention” — a decision he said
rests with the EA’s asset management team, based purely on flood-risk grounds, and unaffected by the availability of
funds for anything beyond flood mitigation.

Four options, and a difficult choice

Officers set out four options for the committee: take on liability for the stones with no bridge; take on liability and build a
bridge; decline liability but still pursue a bridge; or decline liability and accept the stones’ removal with no bridge. A
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) bid for a new pedestrian footbridge — of the kind already built nearby across the
wetland outflow channel, at a cost of around £130,000 — has already been submitted, though the outcome is not yet
known, and design and planning costs on top of any successful bid would still need to be found separately.

Councillors were, without exception, reluctant to see the stones disappear. Cllr Rob Geleit (Labour Court) told the
committee: “I'm afraid I'm one of those people who used to play there as a child, and I think there’s always an element of
risk in places where children play, especially when there’s water, but I would hate to see the stepping stones gone. So, I'd
like to say, please don’t take the toys away.” Cllr Julie Morris (Independent College) said she had researched the issue
and found that stepping-stone river crossings of this kind are now rare in the south of England outside Box Hill: “I haven’t
really heard anybody speak in favour of getting rid of the stepping stones entirely,” she said, though she accepted that
without identified funding for the fuller package of repairs, a more modest package of gravel-clearing, a handrail and a
warning sign might be “a sort of halfway house at the moment.”

Cllr Steve McCormick (Conservative Woodcote and Langley) said he was “100% behind” retaining the stones and
covering the modest repair cost, but was sharply critical of the bridge costings in the report, which he said “do not
illustrate the full picture,” since design and planning funding was not specified and would in any case need approval from
the Strategy and Resources Committee rather than this one. He also pressed officers on what work had been done, in the
years since the Hogsmill Local Nature Reserve’s management plan (which runs from 2017 to 2117, with its first review
due in 2027) identified bank erosion by the stepping stones as an issue needing the Environment Agency’s attention, to
actually secure that work — a question Mr Cocker answered by pointing to the partnership’s broader achievements rather
than action on this specific spot.

The liability question

It was ClIr Rachel King (RA Town) — sitting as a substitute, and drawing on her day job dealing with insurance claims —
who made the most pointed intervention against the council accepting responsibility. “You cannot sign your way out of
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liability,” she told the committee, warning that no amount of warning signage removes an organisation’s underlying duty
of care. “I don’t think we should be taking on that liability, because we know from the report currently that they are not
safe, and until they are made safe, we wouldn’t want to burden ourselves with that kind of responsibility.” She later added
that the committee risked “accepting liability” before the legal review, inspection regime and insurance implications
flagged in the report had actually been worked through: “It feels a bit too, too big a risk to move forward in that direction
without having done that work first.”

Cllr Steve Bridger (RA Stamford) raised a related, practical worry: that even if the stones were kept safely maintained,
the steps leading down to the water would remain a magnet for children paddling regardless — and he warned that a
single successful insurance claim could send premiums “up astronomically,” potentially forcing the council’s hand later
anyway. Officers confirmed that if the council did not take on responsibility, the EA intends to remove both the steps and
the stones.

Committee Chair Cllr Liz Frost (RA Woodcote and Langley) also noted a case for the bridge on its own merits, separate
from the liability question: with the new wetland habitat drawing more visitors to the area, she said, a bridge would open
up access “for a lot more people,” including those with prams, pushchairs or bikes who cannot manage the current steps
and stones.

The vote

Put to a vote option by option, the committee settled on Option 3: the council will not take on liability for the stepping
stones or the steps leading to them, acknowledging that the Environment Agency may proceed to remove them, but will
pursue a new, fully accessible footbridge as an alternative crossing, subject to the outcome of the CIL funding bid and
further funding being secured for design and planning. Councillors formally noted the CIL application, while the report’s
third recommendation — covering ongoing inspection and maintenance costs for the stones — fell away as a consequence
of the vote. Closing the item, Cllr Frost reflected: “I think it’s a very difficult one, because I think we all acknowledge how
much we like the stepping stones, and I really hope that somebody else will be able to take on the responsibility, but that’s
not really for this meeting.”

Sam Jones - Reporter

Photo: Stepping Stones - Hogsmill River. Credit Brigitte Jeffs

Epsom and Ewell countryside volunteers face
uncertain times

6 August 2026

Epsom and Ewell’s army of countryside volunteers faces uncertain times as responsibility for protecting the borough’s
wildlife habitats shifts next year to a new East Surrey council. The fear is that nature conservation will slide down the
priority list during the upheaval of local government reform.

Dozens of local people turn out in all weathers to help nature thrive in places such as Epsom Common, Horton Country
Park and on the Hogsmill, an internationally rare chalk stream where water voles were reintroduced last year. More than
40 percent of the borough is open space for the public and visitors to enjoy, or other green belt land. Their work varies
widely from opening up woodland glades and removing invasive plants to tending orchards and laying woodchip
footpaths. Caring for juniper bushes, which are critically declining in Britain, is an important task on the Epsom Downs.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council leads much of this conservation work, supervising the volunteers and organising
contractors to carry out bigger jobs. However, it is due for abolition under a major shakeup of local government when
East Surrey takes over in April 2027. Little is known about how the countryside, which provided residents with uncrowded
space to exercise and enjoy nature during the Covid pandemic, will be managed in future. Work on the transfer of powers
has only just begun, and where the new council will be based has yet to be decided.
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Local people caring for local nature

Amid the uncertainty, volunteers are anxious to ensure that local people keep caring for local nature, and that residents
retain ready access to their woods, wildflower meadows and riverbanks. “To preserve what we’ve got takes a lot of work,
and in Epsom and Ewell it’s largely done by volunteers. My concern is it continues to get done,” said David Dixon, a
volunteer for the past 10 years. “Volunteers are not going to travel 20 miles to do it, they want to do it locally. The worry
is that it’ll be subsumed into some sort of central authority who won’t know the local areas, who won’t really know the
tasks that are needed,” said Dixon, one of a roughly 10-strong group led by the Council’s Countryside Team that meets
every Thursday.

Volunteers in various countryside groups collectively work about 8,800 hours a year in the borough. Their task is to
maintain and improve the biodiversity of local sites which are home to the likes of kingfishers, endangered great crested
newts and a rare population of all five UK species of hairstreak butterfly. Native roe deer also roam, peregrine falcons
visit from a nearby nest and cuckoos are once again heard, all within a stone’s throw of the town centre.

Risks and opportunities

The aggregate hours figure has been collated by Dave King, who chairs the Epsom Common Association (ECA), and Geoff
Delamere, a countryside volunteer since 2018. In a briefing paper they detail the risks and opportunities raised by the
reform which will replace Surrey’s two levels of local government with a single tier. https://bit.ly/4bvgZnR

At a time when council budgets are under heavy strain those 8,800 hours equate notionally to almost £112,000 worth of
voluntary labour a year, based on the National Living Wage rate. Volunteer work keeps down the cost of managing the
borough’s two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), five Local Nature Reserves and six ancient woodlands. “We're
pretty good value for money,” said King. The ECA’s EcoVols group works on the Common two days a month for much of
the year, with 10-15 volunteers typically turning out.

Epsom and Ewell’s professional countryside officers are paid from the Council budget but they amount to just three full
time equivalent staff. Most of the work they lead is funded externally, largely from UK government countryside
stewardship schemes. When they aren’t working outdoors, Council officers may be at a computer applying for such
funding or environmental grants from other sources.

A vision for nature

The modest cost of countryside management means it risks being overshadowed by much bigger budget items that East
Surrey will take over. “I fear that wildlife and nature reserves may be well down the priority list,” said King. “We need
people who understand the site, have a vision for the site.” ECA volunteers also make charcoal for sale and check the
welfare of cattle that graze the Common in the summer.

A new body, East Surrey Joint Committee, is overseeing the transition and aims to ensure all services move smoothly into
the new arrangement. It met for the first time only in January and will work until voters elect East Surrey councillors on
May 7. East Surrey will then act as a shadow authority until April 1 next year when it takes over, with the borough
continuing to run services in the meantime. Ultimately, decisions about how countryside management, including
volunteering, are funded and run will be made by the East Surrey Council.

Countryside management is not the only thing surrounded by uncertainty. Arrangements have to be made for the wide
range of services currently provided by Surrey’s 11 borough and district councils, all of which will be subsumed into
either West or East Surrey.

Knowledge and expertise

Epsom and Ewell has a large body of other volunteers working in everything from litterpicking to helping run Bourne Hall
Museum. Council leader Hannah Dalton, who sits on the East Surrey Joint Committee, did not respond to a request for
comment. However, Residents’ Association councillor Liz Frost, chair of the borough’s Environment Committee,
expressed gratitude for countryside volunteers. “Their essential work, local knowledge and expertise help ensure that our
residents and visitors can enjoy easy access to nature and open spaces across the borough,” she said in a statement.

Such work relies on council leadership and support. The Thursday group attended by Dixon and Delamere is run directly
by the Epsom and Ewell Countryside Team, which draws up a work programme, provides equipment and supervises the
volunteers. The group typically cuts back undergrowth to allow veteran trees - some more than 300 years old - space to
flourish. In the spring they erect electric fencing so that cattle, including the gentle “Belties” - Belted Galloways marked
by broad white stripes around their bellies - can graze and help maintain habitats.

Feargal Sharkey support

At other times volunteers uproot Himalayan balsam, a colourful but highly invasive Victorian import which chokes native
vegetation along many of Britain’s rivers, including the Hogsmill. Volunteers also control ragwort in Nonsuch Park,
allowing grassland to be mown for hay, which must be free of the plant as it is harmful to horses. The park has its own
volunteer team, the Nonsuch Voles.

Such work is hard but rewarding. “It’s the most enjoyable ‘job’ I've had,” said Delamere. “It’s outdoors and good exercise,
as well as being useful for the environment and biodiversity.” He added that companionship and learning new skills are
key benefits, along with positive comments from passers-by. “Long may this mix of professionals and volunteers
continue.”

On Epsom Common, the Council Countryside Team agrees a conservation programme for the independently-run EcoVols
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to carry out. “They do a lot for us,” said King, noting work such as scrub clearance and chainsaw operations. “We cost
about a pound per volunteer hour,” he added.

Skylarks and kestrels

Other groups operate across wider areas including Epsom and Ewell. The Lower Mole Partnership works throughout
northeast Surrey and neighbouring Kingston, while the Surrey Wildlife Trust manages Priest Hill where skylarks and
kestrels are commonly seen. The Woodland Trust owns Langley Vale Wood, and the South East Rivers Trust is active on
the Hogsmill. Local volunteer groups also include the Epsom and Ewell Tree Advisory Board and the Friends of Horton
Country Park.

Much of this work is not discretionary. Environmental legislation requires biodiversity to be enhanced, so these efforts
must continue into the future. “Volunteers are going to have to work locally,” said Dixon. “And the people who decide
what has to be done are going to have to have a good local knowledge.”

David Stamp is a member of the Epsom and Ewell Borough Council countryside volunteers group.
Photo: A volunteer clears undergrowth in Horton Country Park

Related reports:

Epsom Common 19th Green Flag Award

Epsom Common Association: A History of Conservation and Biodiversity

Rare moth rediscovery secures conservation status
for Epsom’s Manor Open Space

6 August 2026

Manor Open Space in Epsom has been designated a Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI), recognising its
ecological value and role in supporting wildlife across the borough.

The designation, made by the Surrey Local Sites Partnership, highlights several important features of the site, including
veteran oak trees and the presence of the extremely rare moth Coleophora conspicuella (Knapweed Case-bearer). The
species had not been recorded in Surrey for around 100 years before its rediscovery at the site in 2024.

The open space also plays a key role as a wildlife corridor, linking Epsom Common and Horton Country Park local nature
reserves. This connection enables the movement of species between habitats and strengthens the borough’s wider
ecological network.

SNClIs, also known as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation or Local Wildlife Sites, are non-statutory designations
that identify areas of high biodiversity value. While not legally protected in themselves, they are recognised in planning
and conservation decisions and help safeguard important habitats and species at a local level.

Cllr Liz Frost (RA Woodcote and Langley), Chair of the Environment Committee, said the designation reflected both the
ecological importance of the site and the work of those maintaining it.

“We are proud that Manor Open Space has been recognised for the important role it plays in supporting resilient
ecosystems across the borough,” she said. “Through our Biodiversity Action Plan, we can protect our natural heritage, and
the presence of veteran oak trees along with the discovery of extremely rare moth species reflects the dedication of
everyone involved in caring for our habitats.

“This SNCI designation is a testament to the hard work, diligence and passion of our Countryside team, partners and
much valued volunteers who continually strive to improve our green spaces for the benefit of our community. Their
commitment ensures that these habitats will be enjoyed for many years to come.”

The Surrey Local Sites Partnership, which oversees the selection of SNClIs, brings together Surrey County Council, Surrey
Wildlife Trust, district and borough councils and independent ecological experts under the Surrey Nature Partnership.
The group identifies and manages both nature conservation sites and Regionally Important Geological Sites across the
county.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council’s Biodiversity Action Plan aims to protect, maintain and enhance biodiversity locally,
taking into account priorities at regional, national and international levels. This work sits alongside the council’s Climate
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Change Action Plan 2025-2029, which sets out measures to reduce emissions and promote environmental sustainability
across the borough.

Sam Jones - Reporter

Photo: Manor-Open-Space-springtime-Cuckoo-Flower-in-the-foreground

100 years campaigning to keep Surrey Green

6 August 2026

Dear Surrey,

The countryside is your greatest achievement. A beautiful masterpiece built by centuries of collaboration between people
and nature. From meadows and woodlands to rivers, coasts, and the green spaces that bind us together, the countryside
connects and sustains us all.

For a century, the Campaign to Protect Rural England has been its guardian. Despite the relentless, growing pressure on
our landscapes, we’ve stood up for the countryside and helped give the people who love it a voice. That will never change.

Many of the pressures facing our countryside today were familiar to our founders - not least the challenge of providing
homes, infrastructure and prosperity on a small island. But new pressures have emerged with more catastrophic impacts
on the land we love. Nature is in freefall and climate change threatens to alter our landscapes for good.

Now more than ever, decisions about how we use our land are leading to the needless loss of landscapes and everything
they support. Without drastic action, much of what makes our countryside unique and beautiful will be lost.

Wherever we live, we rely on the countryside for clean air, home grown food, thriving wildlife and resilience in the face of
climate change. Yet these foundations are being chipped away. Too often decisions are shaped by profit, not what’s
needed most - and the countryside pays the price.

Here in Surrey, we have even been faced with a series of major housing developments, access roads, ‘solar farms’ and
‘battery energy storage systems’, in Green Belt countryside. Many of these sites are on the edge of the Surrey Hills
National Landscape itself.

Now, as 2026 dawns we are now battling a growing number of planning applications which rely on councils downgrading
Green Belt land to so-called ‘grey belt’, as well as excessive and unsustainable housebuilding targets imposed on local
communities.

Our centenary vision is for a countryside that’s greener, more resilient and protected for future generations. There is a
better way - one we’re calling for, and one everyone can be part of:

* Stop the loss of countryside. Let’s protect what we love and do everything we can to make sure green fields and
woodlands aren’t needlessly lost.

* Improve the quality of the countryside for future generations. That means thriving communities, clean rivers, healthy
food and resilient landscapes rich in nature.

* Inspire more people to care for the countryside. A countryside for all where more people take action to enjoy and
protect it.

Across the country, people are already showing what’s possible - restoring hedgerows, rethinking development and
sustainable farming, and making space for nature.

As we begin our centenary year, we're sending this message to everyone: love your countryside and be part of its future.
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This is just the beginning - and we all have a part to play in shaping what comes next.If you share this vision, join the
movement today, add your name to this letter and stand with us.

Yours faithfully,

Andy Smith

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England (Surrey)

Photo: Surrey Hills Credit Aleksey Maksimov CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 DEED

Here’s some Spring cheer as Winter approaches
Epsom and Ewell

6 August 2026

Nonsuch Park has been awarded two top honours at the 2025 South & South East in Bloom Awards, taking Gold for
both Heritage Park of the Year and Large Conservation Area. The Gold Award is the scheme’s highest accolade, reserved
for entries judged to have achieved exceptional standards across all assessment categories.

Epsom & Ewell Borough Council said the result reflects a sustained programme of heritage restoration and environmental
management, including the refurbishment of garden features such as the greenhouse, continued care of its champion
trees, and conservation work across the wider landscape. Judges described Nonsuch Park as “an exceptional example of
conservation in action”, commending its carefully managed habitats, historic setting and community engagement projects.

Councillor Anthony Froud (RA Stoneleigh), Chairman of the Nonsuch Park Joint Management Committee, said: “This is
an incredible achievement and a reflection of the dedication of our volunteers and staff. Local volunteers, the Nonsuch
Voles, and the Council’s Countryside, Property and Estates, and Operational teams work year-round to protect and
enhance this unique heritage landscape for the benefit of wildlife, visitors and future generations. These Gold Awards
celebrate their hard work and the deep pride our community takes in Nonsuch Park.”

Governance of Nonsuch Park

Unlike most parks in the borough, Nonsuch Park is not managed solely by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council. It is overseen
by the Nonsuch Park Joint Management Committee (JMC), a long-standing partnership between Epsom & Ewell Borough
Council and the London Borough of Sutton. The arrangement dates back to the 1930s, when the two authorities jointly
acquired the estate to prevent the land from being sold for development.

Under the current structure, the JMC is responsible for strategic decisions concerning the park’s maintenance, heritage
assets, conservation plans and public access. Day-to-day operations are delivered by Epsom & Ewell Borough Council on
behalf of the partnership, with Sutton contributing towards the running costs through an annual financial agreement.
Representatives from both councils sit on the committee, ensuring shared oversight of policy, budget and long-term
planning.

The Joint Management Committee model is one of the reasons Nonsuch Park has been able to maintain its character and
heritage significance. It enables coordinated management across borough boundaries while preserving the historic
landscape as a single entity. Local volunteer groups, notably the Nonsuch Voles, play an important supporting role,
undertaking conservation tasks, habitat improvement, garden restoration and public engagement throughout the year.

With thousands of visitors each week, Nonsuch Park remains one of the region’s most valued open spaces. This year’s
double Gold Award adds to its growing list of recognitions and underlines its importance as both a heritage landscape and
a biodiversity-rich green space for the wider community.

Sam Jones - Reporter
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Surrey Hills expansion

6 August 2026
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The Surrey Hills could be expanded for the first time since it was first designated as an area of outstanding natural beauty
almost 70 years ago.

The Surrey Hills National Landscape boundary has remained the same since it was first introduced in 1958 but
throughout that time there have been calls locally to reconsider increasing the beauty spot’s borders.

Some of the land that lies next to the Surrey Hills is currently classed as Areas of Great Landscape Value by councils to
recognise its value at a county level.

Now, Natural England is exploring whether to formally include 129 square kilometres of these areas into the Surrey Hills
National Landscape following a series of consultations on the proposed extensions.

The first took place in 2023 with 1,518 people taking part, a second held in 2024 received over 375 responses. Natural
England’s report read: “The evidence provided through the first consultation process presented strong arguments to
include additional land in the Surrey Hills.

“Following the decision to add further land to the proposal a second round of consultation was required in accordance
with our duties under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

“The second consultation was launched with stakeholders invited to provide a response on the changes to our proposals,
including further additions, minor deletions and new land in East Hampshire. We received over 375 responses to the
second consultation, the vast majority of which were supportive of the proposals.”

The final review period, which the public can take part in, runs until January 14, 2026. The prime purpose of the
designation is to conserve and enhance the natural and scenic beauty although it understands that the Surrey Hills is not
a museum, and development may need to take place.

“A fundamental role of the local planning authorities is to ensure that the very features that make the Surrey Hills special
and worthy of its designation are protected. This is achieved by strict development plan policies and through the vigilant
exercise of development management powers.

“ The Surrey Hills Management Plan seeks to ensure that both are applied in a consistent manner across the National
Landscape. Development proposals should take into account any Landscape Character Assessments for the locality and
the Surrey Hills publication”, the Surrey Hills National Landscape website reads.

The draft Order 2026 relates to an area of approximately 129 square kilometres in the counties of Surrey, Hampshire and
Greater London in and around:

= Wey Valley, Farnhan (in Waverley Borough Council)

= Hog’s Back (in Guildford Borough Council

= Binscombe Hills (in Guildford Borough Council)

= Wey Valley (in Waverley and Guildford Borough Councils)

= Enton Hills (in Waverley Borough Council)

= Cranleigh Waters (in Waverley and Guildford Borough Councils)

= Hatchlands and East Clandon (in Guildford Borough Council)

= Headley Hills (in Mole Valley District Council)

= Chipstead Valleys (in Reigate and Banstead Borough Council)

= Happy Valley (in Tandridge District Council and London Borough of Croydon)
= Caterham Woods (in Tandridge District Council)

= Woldingham Valleys (in Tandridge District Council and London Borough of Bromley)
= Limpsfield (in Tandridge District Council)

= Godstone Hills (in Tandridge District Council)
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= Betchworth Hills and Mole Valley (in Reigate and Banstead Borough Council and Mole Valley District Council)
= Ockley Low Weald (in Waverley Borough Council and Mole Valley District Council)

= Dunsfold Low Weald (in Waverley Borough Council)

= Whitemoor Vale (in East Hampshire District Council)

= Ludshott and Bramshott Comms (in East Hampshire District Council)

= Dockenfield Hills (in Waverly Borough Council and East Hampshire District Council)

= Minor boundary refinements (various)

Copies of the draft Orders and maps are also available for download online
from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/surrey-hills-area-of-outstanding-natural-beauty-boundary-variation.
Chris Caulfield LDRS

Graphic: Surrey Hills (image Natural England)

Surrey’s Satellite bio-diversity project promoted at
COP30 Brazil

6 August 2026
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Surrey’s Space4Nature project, which uses satellite data and community science to protect biodiversity across the county,
is currently being showcased by the UK Government at the COP30 UK Pavilion in Belém, Brazil (10-21 November 2025).
The display forms part of the UK’s official presentation of research and innovation tackling global climate and nature
challenges.

Co-led by the University of Surrey’s Centre for Environment and Sustainability (CES) in collaboration with Surrey Wildlife
Trust, Buglife, and the Painshill Park Trust, Space4Nature brings together scientists, local communities and conservation
groups to map and monitor key habitats across Surrey - from chalk grasslands to heathlands and acid grasslands that
support some of the nation’s rarest species.

Using advanced satellite imagery and artificial intelligence trained with data from local volunteers, the project can
classify habitats to Level 4 of the UKHab system - producing one of the most detailed environmental maps of its kind. This
allows conservation partners to pinpoint where biodiversity is under threat and focus restoration efforts, such as
reconnecting fragmented chalk grasslands - often called the “rainforests of Europe” for their carbon storage and rich
biodiversity.

Surrey Wildlife Trust plays a central role in Space4Nature, leading the project’s citizen science programme, training
volunteers and coordinating the collection of field data that makes its satellite and Al mapping possible. The Trust’s on-
the-ground expertise connects technology and conservation, turning local knowledge into invaluable data for protecting
Surrey’s landscapes.

Dr Ana Andries, Lecturer in Remote Sensing and GIS at the University of Surrey, and project lead, said:

“We’re using satellite data and artificial intelligence in a way that directly supports conservation on the ground. Citizen
scientists help train our machine learning models, thus turning local field data into high-resolution habitat maps that
reveal where biodiversity is under threat. To see our work featured on a global stage at COP30 highlights how our
region’s innovation and collaboration can help shape the future of biodiversity monitoring.”

Andrew Jamieson, Space4Nature Project Manager at Surrey Wildlife Trust, says:

“It’s time for conservation organisations like ours to step outside traditional boundaries and focus not just on land
management and individual species recovery, but also on delivering the tools and partnerships that will drive change on a
landscape level. This project exemplifies that approach.”

Space4Nature was among the first projects in the United Kingdom to receive Space for Climate Observatory (SCO)
accreditation from the UK’s Space4Climate network, recognising its excellence in using Earth observation data to tackle
environmental challenges. This year, it has been selected as one of just 19 organisations featured in the UK Government’s
Pavilion at COP30, with a video and QR-linked display presented by government representatives throughout the
conference.
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Dr Zoe M Harris, Director of Surrey’s Centre for Environment and Sustainability and Co-Director of the Institute for
Sustainability, said:

“The Centre for Environment and Sustainability was founded on the idea that solving environmental challenges means
bringing disciplines and people together. Space4Nature embodies that vision - combining engineering, data science and
community insight to create practical tools for nature recovery. Seeing this work recognised at COP30 highlights Surrey’s
role as a global leader in sustainability research and innovation.”

Surrey University

Image: Centre for Environment and Sustainability, University of Surrey

Epsom and Ewell Times adds - the Surrey project is one of only twenty presented by the UK at the COP30 summit. See
the full list HERE.
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