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Surrey battery leads
Scientists at the University of Surrey have made a breakthrough in eco-friendly batteries that not only store more energy but
could also help tackle greenhouse gas emissions. Lithium–CO₂ ‘breathing’ batteries release power while capturing carbon dioxide,
offering a greener alternative that may one day outperform today’s lithium-ion batteries.

Until now, Lithium-CO₂ batteries have faced setbacks in efficiency – wearing out quickly, failing to recharge and relying on
expensive rare materials such as platinum. However, researchers from Surrey have found a way to overcome these issues by
using a low-cost catalyst called caesium phosphomolybdate (CPM). Using computer modelling and lab experiments, tests showed
this simple change allowed the battery to store significantly more energy, charge with far less power and run for over 100 cycles.

The study, published in Advanced Science, marks a promising step toward real-world applications. If commercialised, these
batteries could help cut emissions from vehicles and industrial sources – and scientists even imagine they could operate on Mars,
where the atmosphere is 95% CO₂.

Dr Siddharth Gadkari, Lecturer in Chemical Process Engineering at the University of Surrey, and corresponding author of the
study, said:

“There’s a growing need for energy storage solutions that support our push toward renewable power while also tackling the
growing threat of climate change. Our work on lithium–CO₂ batteries is a potential game-changer in making that vision a reality.

“One of the biggest challenges with these batteries is something called ‘overpotential’ – the extra energy needed to get the
reaction going. You can think of it like cycling uphill before you can coast. What we’ve shown is that CPM flattens that hill,
meaning the battery loses far less energy during each charge and discharge.”

To understand why the CPM worked so well, teams from Surrey’s School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering and the
Advanced Technology Institute used two approaches. First, they dismantled the battery after charging and discharging to study
the chemical changes inside. These post-mortem tests found that lithium carbonate, the compound formed when the battery
absorbs CO₂, could be reliably built up and removed – an essential feature for long-term use.

They then turned to computer modelling using density functional theory (DFT), which allows researchers to explore how the
reactions unfold on the material surface. Results showed how the CPM’s stable, porous structure offered the ideal surface for key
chemical reactions.

Dr Daniel Commandeur, Future Fellow at the University of Surrey and corresponding author of the study, said:

“What’s exciting about this discovery is that it combines strong performance with simplicity. We’ve shown that it’s possible to
build efficient lithium–CO₂ batteries using affordable, scalable materials – no rare metals required. Our findings also open the
door to designing even better catalysts in the future.”

The discovery opens new doors for developing even better low-cost, easy-to-make battery materials. With further research into
how these catalysts interact with electrodes and electrolytes, lithium–CO₂ batteries could become a practical, scalable way to
store clean energy, while helping reduce carbon in the atmosphere.

Illegal dumps dump a dumps in Surrey
Persistent and ongoing fly-tippling problems have forced the permanent closure of a Surrey recycling centre, Reigate and
Banstead Borough Council has said.

The Lower Kingswood site in Stubbs Lane has been plagued with illegal dumping despite being plastered with warning posters
saying flytipping was a criminal offence – and that continued misuse would result in its closure.

The council has said it will continue to monitor the site after its Monday, May 19 axing in an effort to deter any further tips.

The flytipping, it added, was not only a nuisance but risked contaminating recycling turning it into useless landfill. 

Cllr Hannah Avery (Conservative, Horley Central and South), is the executive member for neighbourhood services.

She said: “We’re grateful to the many residents who do the right thing when recycling their waste. 

“Unfortunately, fly tipping at our recycling sites, which can contaminate this recycling, undermines the efforts of the responsible

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-battery-leads
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majority.

“I want it to be easy for residents to recycle as much as they can, so am really pleased that all households in the area local to
Stubbs Lane can now use our full collection service and are able to recycle all the materials collected at Stubbs Lane, with the
exception of textiles, from home.”

The council said its efforts to curb the illegal fly tipping, including fixed penalty notices, failed to prevent  large volumes of non-
recyclable waste being dumped at the site.

Reigate and Banstead run an alternating waste collection service. Week one – which it calls blue week, collects food as well as
paper and cardboard – with a fortnightly garden scheme for members.

The second week, dubbed green week, collects food, paper and cardboard – with a fortnightly mixed recycling and general refuse
of anything that can not be recycled.

The council said it has reminded all its residents, businesses, and charities they must dispose waste responsibly and that failure
could result in prosecution or a £400 fixed penalty notice.

Stubbs Lane flytipping (image RBBC)

Strip Woking’s debt-man of his OBE MP says
The “chief architect” behind the financial collapse of Woking Borough Council should be stripped of his OBE to local government,
the town’s MP has said. In 2023 the council declared itself effectively bankrupt with debts expected to pass £2.6billion on the
back of a failed regeneration scheme. It has led to some communities resembling a ‘bomb site’, heaped huge tax rises on
residents’ bills and a gutting of popular public services.

Now, the town’s MP has said one of the drivers of Woking’s financial decisions should be held accountable. In February 2025, the
Financial Reporting Council (FRC) announced it was looking into the “professional standards” of two “individual accountants” –
one of whom is Ray Morgan in respect of Woking Borough Council’s operations and investment activities. Mr Morgan served as
CEO for 14 years before retiring in March 2021 having been made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 2007 on the
back of green initiatives he oversaw. His efforts even drew praise from King Charles while he was the Prince of Wales who said it
was an example of local government “enhancing the wellbeing of its residents — now and in the future.” Mr Morgan described
being given the award as an honour and that he was disappointed the MP for Woking should seek its removal.

Mr Morgan was identified in November 2024 as being “the principal architect of the council’s investment decisions” based on
clear “documentary evidence and the information provided by stakeholders”. Addressing the Houses of Parliament was the
Woking MP Will Forster. He said: “The former chief executive of Woking borough council, Ray Morgan OBE, has been identified
in a public interest report as the chief architect in bankrupting my council, leaving it with debts of £2 billion. Does the Leader of
the House agree that the very least the Government could do is remove his OBE for services to local government? Will she agree
to hold a debate in this House so that we can discuss Government policy on removing honours when wrongdoing has been
committed?”

As well as singling out the actions of Mr Morgan, the MP also pushed for a debate on the removal of honours from any individual
found to have committed serious failings in public office. Responding, Leader of the House Lucy Powell MP, said she was “really
sorry” to hear about the case and urged him to contact the special committee that convenes to look whether individuals should be
allowed to hold on to their honours where “there is a strong case for nominations to be removed.” She said: “It is absolutely right
to say that we need to make sure that people are held accountable for their actions. Where they have received nominations, that
is something that we should consider.”

Mr Forster said he has now formally submitted a letter to the Honours Secretariat calling Mr Morgan’s OBE to be removed. Mr
Morgan said: “I was honoured to receive the OBE in 2007 and am disappointed that the MP for Woking should seek its removal.”

Image: Woking Borough Council chief executive Ray Morgan. Screengrab from webcast of Woking Borough Council meeting
11.02.21
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Yes to chocolate, tea, apples and grapes
We might have another reason to enjoy our daily cup of tea or small piece of dark chocolate, as a new study from the University of
Surrey has found that naturally occurring compounds called flavan-3-ols – found in cocoa, tea, apples and grapes – may improve
blood pressure and the health of our blood vessels. 

The research, published in the European Journal of Preventive Cardiology, analysed data from 145 randomised controlled studies,
and found that regular consumption of flavan-3-ols can lead to a reduction in blood pressure readings, particularly in people with
elevated or high blood pressure. In some cases, the average blood pressure-lowering effects were comparable to those seen with
some medications. 

Flavan-3-ols were also found to improve the function of the endothelium – the inner lining of blood vessels – which is crucial for
overall cardiovascular health. This improvement occurred independently of blood pressure changes, suggesting a broader positive
impact on the circulatory system. 

Professor Christian Heiss, lead-author of the study and Professor of Cardiovascular Medicine at the University of Surrey, said: 

“The findings are encouraging for those looking for accessible ways to manage their blood pressure and support their heart
health through enjoyable dietary changes. Incorporating small amounts of commonly consumed foods like tea, apples, dark
chocolate, or cocoa powder into a daily balanced diet could provide beneficial amounts of flavan-3-ols.  

“While not a replacement for prescribed medications or medical advice, including more flavan-3-ol-rich foods in a daily routine
could be a valuable addition to a healthy lifestyle, especially for those with higher blood pressure. These are findings that,
although promising, require ongoing investigation.” 

Surrey Uni knows the display way to San Jose
A radical new approach to display screen technology could halve production costs, reduce harmful waste, and deliver brighter,
more energy-efficient screens for our smartphones, smartwatches, and even certain medical devices, say researchers at the
University of Surrey. 

Most display screens use complex circuits made up of tiny switches called thin-film transistors (TFTs), which control when each
pixel turns on or off and how bright it should be. However, building these circuits requires a lot of time, energy, water and harsh
chemicals, making the manufacturing process expensive and resource-heavy. 

At this year’s Display Week 2025 Technical Symposium in San Jose, California (11-16 May), Dr Radu Sporea and Dr Eva Bestelink
will unveil their latest research, based on a new type of electronic component called a multimodal transistor (MMT). Originally
designed as a hardware AI computing element,  the MMT also has the ability  to simplify  display circuits  while improving
performance and sustainability. 

Dr Radu Sporea, Associate Professor in Semiconductor Devices at the University of Surrey, said: 

“Our invention challenges decades of industry practice by embracing properties usually seen as flaws. In most displays, engineers
try to eliminate the energy barriers that form where metals meet semiconductors because they restrict current flow. But instead
of working around them, we’ve made those barriers central to how our transistors operate. 

“Using these effects deliberately, we’ve shown that the electronic circuits at the heart of display screens can be made with fewer
components and processing steps – reducing waste, cutting costs and improving performance. And because it works with existing
materials and tools, it’s a smarter, more sustainable upgrade for the screens we use every day. For the user, the reduced power
requirements in operation will also mean significantly improved battery life.” 

The MMT’s unique operation enables extremely compact, high-performance circuits that are particularly well suited to devices
where size, energy use and image quality are critical – such as smartphones, tablets, smartwatches, automotive displays, and
future wearable devices.  

The technology is already showing promise in simulations, with real-world applications in AMOLED and microLED displays – two
of the most advanced and rapidly growing areas of screen technology. It can also be integrated into current production lines with
minimal disruption. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/yes-to-chocolate-tea-apples-and-grapes
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-uni-knows-the-display-way-to-san-jose
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Dr Eva Bestelink, Senior Research Fellow at the University of Surrey’s Advanced Technology Institute, said: 

“I’ve been working on this technology since my undergraduate days at Surrey, where I had the idea to develop a transistor based
on neural behaviour, so seeing it evolve into something with real-world potential is incredibly rewarding. We’ve shown that it’s
possible to rethink how displays are built without starting from scratch.  

“The  MMT lets  us  design  circuits  that  perform better  while  also  being  cleaner  and  cheaper  to  make.  That’s  a  win  for
manufacturers, a win for users and a win for the environment. Beyond displays, it could also have major applications in areas like
microfluidics,  imaging  arrays  and  hardware  AI.  We’re  still  actively  researching  the  AI  potential,  but  the  implication  for
revolutionising manufacturing is clear – especially if we’re to achieve Net Zero.” 

Dr Bestelink and Dr Sporea will present their research on 15 and 16 May at this year’s Display Week 2025 Technical Symposium
in San Jose, California. Their invention – the multimodal transistor (MMT), now granted a US patent – builds on more than two
decades of pioneering research in thin-film electronics at the University of Surrey. 

Image: By Redd Angelo in Technology CC0 license

Your  Councillor  Community  Fund  now  open  for
applications  
Surrey residents can once again apply for cash grants to improve their local area through the Your Councillor Community Fund.  

Surrey County Council is committed to making a difference in communities across the county. The Your Councillor Community
Fund has benefitted communities in towns and villages from North to South and East to West. 

Last year, the Fund supported over 371 community projects via Surrey County Councillors, totalling £403,344. 

The Your Councillor Community Fund is designed to flexibly support a variety of costs, from purchasing sports equipment for
local clubs to creating websites. It provides financial assistance to community groups and projects that enhance the quality of life
for residents across Surrey on their doorsteps.  

Each year, Surrey County Council’s 81 councillors allocate £5,000 of funding within their local communities. With their deep
understanding of the needs and priorities of their towns and villages, they can ensure that the funding is targeted to areas where
it is most needed and where it can make the biggest impact. It can be used across a variety of projects that help promote the
social, economic, and environmental wellbeing of their communities. 

Examples of projects funded last year include: 

£2,000 towards  equipment  for  the  2024  Ottershaw Village  Fete,  including  hiring  a  generator,  printing  programmes  and
purchasing walkie talkies to be used at the event.  

£240 towards replacing old wooden bollards that were no longer fit for purpose at Churt Recreation Ground, making it more
visually appealing and welcoming for the community. 

£1,000 to provide Horsell  Community Gardening Project with new platers, bulbs and perennials,  helping to bring together
residents of all ages to cultivate and maintain green spaces in the local area. 

£3,000 to the Weybridge Society towards equipment for the 2024 Weybridge Festival. 

Surrey County Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Customer and Communities Denise Turner-Stewart
said: “The Your Councillor Community Fund has been incredibly successful in supporting a wide range of community projects on
residents’ doorsteps. We are thrilled to see the positive impact it has had across Surrey and I am delighted it is open again for
another year. 

This fund has played a crucial role in enabling councillors to address local needs and serve our residents effectively. By backing
initiatives driven by the passion and dedication of our residents, we aim to build vibrant, inclusive communities where everyone
can thrive and No One is Left Behind.” 

The Your Councillor Community Fund is open now and closes at the end of January 2026. A new grant management system is now
in place, making the application process even easier for residents.  

https://negativespace.co/category/technology/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/your-councillor-community-fund-now-open-for-applications
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/your-councillor-community-fund-now-open-for-applications
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To apply for money from this year’s Your Councillor Community Fund you should contact your local county councillor. 

More information can be found here Your Councillor Community Fund – Surrey County Council (surreycc.gov.uk). 

Epsom and Ewell PSPO
Anyone arrested for behaving badly on Epsom Derby day could be stuck with a £100 fine, a Surrey council says.

Epsom and Ewell Borough Council has green-lit a public space protection order (PSPO) ahead of this year’s Epsom Derby on June
7. Members voted through the new rules at a full council meeting, which could last up to three years, on Tuesday May 6.

The order applies to anyone harassing or threatening others, or continuing to drink alcohol after being ordered to stop by a police
officer, community support officer or council officer. People wearing a piece of clothing with the intent to hide their identity to
commit crime or behave anti-socially could also be at risk of large fines.

“There is an escalating amount of antisocial behaviour in the borough,” said Councillor Shanice Goldman, Chair of the Crime and
Disorder Committee. She said: “The PSPO is a new tool specifically for the Epsom & Ewell area which will allow police and
appropriate council staff to address antisocial behaviour effectively, without immediately resorting to arrests.”

Cllr Bernie Muir exclaimed: “Some residents are actually actively thinking of leaving the borough.” She said people have told her
they do not like walking through an “intimidating” bunch of people to get into a restaurant or Epsom playhouse. Cllr Muir said:
“Just having to put up with what is bad enough in itself the fear and uncertainty of antisocial behaviour but it’s going to impact
economic life as well.”

Members spoke up in support of the order and hoped it would bring positive change to Epsom and Ewell. Cllr Goldman said: “I
hope this order will ensure a more enjoyable experience for everyone on the day, as well as a safer environment in the borough
going forward.”

Report:  https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/documents/s35629/Adoption%20of%20a%20Public%20Spaces%20Protection%20O
rder.pdf

P r e s s
release: https://www.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/news/epsom-ewell-borough-council-put-measures-place-combat-anti-social-%C2%A0beha
viour-borough-ahead

Surrey district and borough councils submit proposal
to government
Epsom and Ewell Times is bringing you all positions being taken on local government reorganisation. We believe in providing you
as much information as possible, even if statements are repeated across the stream of reports and press releases.

Today, district and borough councils in Surrey have submitted proposals to government outlining their vision for the future of
local government in Surrey.

Nine district  and borough councils  support the formation of  three unitary councils  (Epsom & Ewell,  Guildford,  Reigate &
Banstead, Runnymede, Spelthorne, Surrey Heath, Tandridge, Waverley and Woking) while two district and borough councils
(Elmbridge and Mole Valley) and the county council favour two. Both proposals are published on council websites.

The proposal submitted by district and borough councils supporting three unitary councils is underpinned by the following
priorities:

supporting economic growth

housing and infrastructure delivery

unlocking devolution

https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=4b9a8905504da9e5378136dbb09ba6283b6273424172d58f7c398484f0678bba&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31196&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=f935e59e220b817948a8ce5b00caee56&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cDovL215Y291bmNpbC5zdXJyZXljYy5nb3YudWsvbWdNZW1iZXJJbmRleC5hc3B4P2Jjcj0x&email_id=c0636d89d480e3034b12a6adcf0afba4
https://digitalpressoffice.wordpress.com/?action=user_content_redirect&uuid=ac100e704476ff687c0a940933eee22c82f3a89c1086cde2974c505015ae0a26&blog_id=23684292&post_id=31196&user_id=0&subs_id=522122109&signature=9fdf1d02e296b0c08568541dca23dd87&email_name=new-post&user_email=admin@epsomandewelltimes.com&encoded_url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3VycmV5Y2MuZ292LnVrL2NvdW5jaWwtYW5kLWRlbW9jcmFjeS9jb3VuY2lsbG9ycy1hbmQtY29tbWl0dGVlcy9jb21tdW5pdHktZnVuZA=&email_id=c0636d89d480e3034b12a6adcf0afba4
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/epsom-and-ewell-pspo
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-district-and-borough-councils-submit-proposal-to-government
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-district-and-borough-councils-submit-proposal-to-government
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valuing and advocating for Surrey’s unique local identities and places

providing strong democratic accountability, representation and community empowerment

securing financial efficiency, resilience and the ability to withstand financial shocks

delivering high-quality, innovative and sustainable public services that are responsive to local need and that enable
wider public sector reform.

Speaking about the proposal for three unitaries, Councillor Hannah Dalton, Chair of the Surrey Leaders Group and Leader of
Epsom & Ewell Borough Council, said: “Today, district and borough councils have submitted a proposal for local government
reorganisation in Surrey, a proposal rooted in what local government is all about: local identity, representation and economic
alignment.

This is a once in a generation opportunity to shape Surrey’s future, to improve outcomes and opportunities for our residents,
businesses and people across the county who rely us most. We look forward to the government’s response to our proposal.”

Spelthorne Borough Council commissioners
PLEASE NOTE FRESH QUOTES FROM SBC HAVE BEEN ADDED. IN BOLD BELOW

Serious concerns over Spelthorne Borough Council’s  financial  failures have led the Government to appoint commissioners,
experienced in taking over bankrupt authorities, to run key functions at the heavily indebted authority.

Spelthorne Borough Council has significant debts that stood at £1.096 billion in March 2023 making it the second worst for a
district authority in England, after Woking.

Such is the “severity and size of the challenge at Spelthorne”, the Government has put in place measures that could last for up to
five years to try to bring about some level of value for money and financial sustainably.

This includes taking over the council’s operating model and a redesign of services offered to residents.

The commissioners, some of whom have already dealt with crises at Liverpool and Woking, will look to close any budget gaps and
reduce Spelthorne’s “exceptionally high level of external borrowing”.

Since May 2022, the Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has monitored several councils with high levels of
debt and raised “serious concerns across a number of areas” at Spelthorne.

In particular they highlighted the council’s  “poor record” of addressing recommendations from external reviews and had  “no
confidence” in the council’s ability to make the changes “without significant external support”.

They found an unwarranted “culture of optimism bias” with senior officers lacking “awareness” and being “clouded” to the
dangers of its financial situation”, according to a slew of documents released by the Government today, Thursday May 8.

They spoke of strained and deteriorating relationships between senior management and political leadership as well as a lack of
trust  – with a high number of complaints against members. 

Inspectors also found “poor, late and incomplete reporting, together with a lack of audit and a reluctance to accept and act on
challenge” that “severely undermined informed decision-making”.

The debt was amassed despite, or perhaps because of a “lack of long-term planning, risk management” and an “overly-optimistic
reliance” on property markets” which created an  “unsustainable” financial strategy .

Extracts from the report read:  “The council’s commercial activities are fragmented and lack a unified strategy, leading to
uncoordinated decisions that do not align with broader objectives.

“The council’s  large-scale property investments,  driven by concerns over funding shortfalls,  have exposed it  to  significant
financial risks, especially post-covid. 

“The decision-making process was short-sighted and overly optimistic, with risks not fully understood or mitigated. 

“Investments are disproportionate to the size of the authority, raising concerns about risk and return considerations. 

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/spelthorne-borough-council-commissioners
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“The authority has not fully adhered to statutory guidance on local authority investments, and decision-making reports have been
inadequate, often lacking key elements and clear financial implications.

“The finance function lacks the structure, staffing, and expertise to manage the authority’s property portfolios effectively. 

“The authority financed its property acquisitions with over £1 billion in loans from the Public Works Loan Board, with terms up to
50 years and fixed rates averaging 2.58 per cent. 

“This debt is greater than the authority’s core funding equating to over £10,000 per resident. 

“While senior officers believe the Authority can service this debt using property revenues, there are significant issues such as
property voids, high maintenance costs, and no clear long-term exit strategy.

“Having carefully considered the evidence, together with the representations received, the Secretary of State is confident that
there is sufficient evidence to conclude that the authority is failing to comply with its Best Value Duty.”

The commissioners will take over:

Governance, scrutiny and transparency of strategic decision making 

Financial governance and scrutiny of strategic financial decision 

Strategic financial management

Commercial decision-making, regeneration, property management, procurement and the management of commercial 

The council’s operating model and redesign of services to achieve value for money and financial sustainability.

Hiring and firing of senior officers and statutory officers.

Issuing a statement, the council said commissioners will be accountable to the Secretary of State and ‘uphold proper standards
and due process and recommend action to the authority’.

Cllr Joanne Sexton, Leader of Spelthorne Borough Council, said: “We will tackle these challenges head-on. I am
resolute in restoring Spelthorne’s financial health and will continue to improve our services and work hand-in-hand
with the Commissioners to deliver lasting improvements.”

Cllr Chris Bateson, Deputy Leader of Spelthorne Borough Council, added: “We stand united in our commitment to
drive value for money, cut borrowing and protect vital services. There is no Plan B – we are all in to secure our
Borough’s future.”

The council has gone through many changes in the past five years, having previously been under continuous Conservative control
since its inception in 1974. In 2020 the council had its first independent leader when former Tory Ian Harvey crossed the floor.
He was replaced that year by the Conservative Cllr John Boughtflower in 2020, the Liberal Democrat Cllr Lawrence Nichols in
2021, Cllr Boughtflower again in 2022. The current leader, the Independent Cllr Joanne Sexton has been in the position since
2023.

She said: “We are determined to address the challenges facing the authority and look forward to working collaboratively with the
commissioners to ensure long-term improvement in the areas highlighted.”

Surrey’s partner organisations support county council
plans for local government reorganisation
Epsom and Ewell Times is bringing you all positions being taken on local government reorganisation. We believe in providing you
as much information as possible, even if statements are repeated across the stream of reports and press releases. Here is the
latest unedited press release from Surrey County Council that favours two unitary authorities to replace itself.

Yesterday, Surrey County Council’s Cabinet approved a plan for local government reorganisation in the county. The plan will be
sent to government on 9 May, and proposes two councils, East and West Surrey, to replace the existing 12 councils. The creation
of the two councils will unlock further devolution through the election of a Mayor for Surrey.   

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-partner-organisations-support-county-council-plans-for-local-government-reorganisation
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surreys-partner-organisations-support-county-council-plans-for-local-government-reorganisation
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The plan will be jointly submitted with Elmbridge Borough Council and Mole Valley District Council, and includes letters of
support from key local partners, including health, police, fire, business and community leaders.  

Ian Smith, Chair of NHS Surrey Heartlands ICB said: “As a key partner, NHS Surrey Heartlands is supportive of Surrey
County Council’s  proposal  to move to two unitary authorities for Surrey.  Recognising the value and importance of  strong
community engagement – particularly as the NHS looks to focus more on neighbourhood health with local partners – we very
much support the proposed creation of community-level boards across Surrey to help strengthen engagement at local level.” 

Police and Crime Commissioner Lisa Townsend said: “I believe a two unitary structure is the right model for Surrey that will
unlock the exciting opportunities that exist through devolution. 

“The most important part of my role is to represent our residents and ensure we provide value for money and the very best
policing service to keep our communities safe. In any future model of governance, it is crucial that links to the Surrey public at a
very local level are retained.  

“By getting this right, we can ensure that we continue to deliver an effective and resilient service that will fight crime and protect
our county for the next decade.”  

Dan Quin, Chief Fire Officer, said: “I am pleased that the proposal to move Surrey Fire and Rescue Service to the Mayoral
Strategic Authority aligns to the national Fire Reform White Paper in terms of governance for our service. However, in addition to
this, this could also allow better collaboration, greater control over funding and regulatory requirements and closer integration
with local health and safety initiatives – ensuring a holistic approach to community safety.” 

The Chair  to  the Board of  Trustees at  Surrey Minority  Ethnic  Forum said:  “We fully  support  the  proposed local
government  reorganisation in  Surrey,  specifically  the recommendation consisting of  two unitary  authorities.  This  proposal
provides  the  best  opportunity  for  greater  efficiencies  in  the  delivery  of  services,  with  reduced  duplication  and  clearer
accountability as well as improved financial sustainability. It would allow for more coherent planning and integrated service
delivery while preserving the distinctiveness of Surrey’s diverse communities. This is a once in lifetime opportunity to strengthen
and align public services in the county and we welcome the inclusion of police and health partners in developing this proposal.
The inclusion of community boards in the proposal will help to strengthen connectivity with local communities, and SMEF can
play a vital role in connecting local diverse communities into these boards.” 

Councillor Stephen Cooksey, Leader of Mole Valley District Council (MVDC) said: ‘Making the right decision is not always
easy, but as elected representatives, our responsibility is to act in the best interests of our residents and businesses. This is
especially important during a process as significant as local government reorganisation. 

“Initially, we felt that more time and information were needed to determine whether two or three unitary authorities would best
serve Mole Valley. However, following a thorough review of both proposals and a full Council debate, we have voted to support
the proposal for two unitary authorities and look forward to having further detailed discussions with our partners, Ministers and
others regarding how this can best be implemented. 

“We believe this approach offers the best opportunity to establish a new authority that is financially sustainable, supports
economic growth, protects our environment, and meets the needs of both our rural and urban communities.’ 

Cllr Mike Rollings, Leader of Elmbridge Borough Council, believes that financial stability and protecting the interests of
residents are best achieved by a 2 unitary approach.  

 “Although we didn’t ask for government to reorganise the structure of councils in Surrey, we are none-the-less committed to
ensuring long-term financial sustainability and delivering value for our residents. I believe these priorities can be achieved
through the establishment of two unitary authorities, one for East Surrey and one for West Surrey. Throughout this process we
will maintain accountability and actively engage with our residents to ensure successful local government reorganisation in
Surrey.”  

Tim Oliver, Leader of Surrey County Council said: “Our analysis shows that two unitary councils would bring the greatest
benefit to Surrey’s residents, and we’ve received significant backing from key partners to support this. Two councils, in partnership
with a Mayor for Surrey, would save money, strengthen and simplify local government and with an East and West arrangement
both councils would be in a strong position to continue to deliver high quality services to all Surrey residents. Of course,
consideration must be given to the differing levels of debt that the authorities would potentially inherit, and we’re in talks with
government about our request that the stranded debt be written off as well as providing financial support to those borough
councils that need it.   

“Most importantly, this proposal strengthens local community engagement. We know that residents want high quality services
that are easy to access, and they want a real say in services and decisions that affect them. That’s why we’re proposing the
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creation of community-level boards across Surrey.   

“These community boards will be locally determined but we would expect them to include representation from health partners,
Surrey Police, voluntary groups, councillors, council staff, local Town and Parish Councils and Residents Associations. We plan to
pilot these boards over the coming months, and residents will have a say in how they are set up and delivered.   

“We’re in a strong position as a county council, with good quality services and an excellent track record of stable finances after
years of successful transformation. And working together with our residents and partners, we are well placed to deliver this
important reorganisation. Ultimately, this work will unlock further devolution, meaning Surrey can elect a mayor which will bring
more power, flexibility and funding closer to communities.”  

The county council plan was also discussed with all county councillors at a Full Council meeting and a majority were in favour of
submitting the final LGR plan. 


