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Parents  lose  trust  in  Surrey  state  “school  family”
admission priority
A Surrey suburb is up in arms as an ‘oustanding’ secondary school could change its admissions, making it more tricky for local
children to get a place. 

Consultation for the new admissions for September 2025 at Hinchley Wood School, in Esher, ends on Wednesday 22 January. If
approved, the academy school would prioritise students who attend the schools within its own trust- Hinchley Wood Primary
School and Thames Ditton Junior School- leaving Long Ditton  St Mary’s Junior School and Claygate Primary School lower down
the pecking order.

But parents of Long Ditton St Mary’s Junior are furious their child could lose a place at the only local state school in the area.
Children who attend Long Ditton St Mary’s Junior School have traditionally gone to Hinchley Wood Secondary School, but the
admission changes could see local students deprioritised from their closest high school and forced to go elsewhere. 

The ‘outstanding’ Ofsted-rated school frequently comes as one of the top places in Surrey. Ben Bartlett, CEO of Hinchley Wood
Learning Partnership Trust, said he had “massive sympathy” for those worried about the proposed changes and understood
parents always want their child to get into the “best” school. 

An academy trust, Hinchley Wood School is legally and financially one organisation so it shares resources  such as safeguarding,
SEND provision, disadvantaged learners and educational subjects like French, Music and P.E with trust schools. Mr Bartlett
argued giving the two primary schools priority keeps children and their parents “in the Hinchley Wood [trust] family”.

Mr Bartlett and Co-Headteacher Ms Maria Cachia explained keeping students in the trust means any safeguarding information or
education can be easily transferred as schools have “shared values and strategic aims”.

Now, parents say they are having to decide whether to send their children to the Ofsted-rated ‘good’ Thames Ditton primary
school to have a better chance of going to Hinchley Wood, or to send them to the ‘outstanding’ Long Ditton St Mary’s Junior. One
dad said it was like “you’ve got a gun to your head from the local state school”.

Shaya’s son goes to Thames Ditton Infant School. He said his family has been  “torturing ourselves for eight months” to decide
which junior school to send him to in the hopes of getting a good secondary school place which could have a “profound impact” on
his longterm future. Shaya said: “We’re being forced to choose whether to prioritise our son’s immediate educational means at
the sacrifice of his long-term education.” 

Shaya,  who  lives  less  than  1km away  from the  secondary  school,  said:  “The  withdrawal  of  the  catchment  area  clearly
demonstrates the Trust wants to prioritise children who do not live locally over local children, and its own financial health.” But
the senior leadership at Hinchley Wood argued it would not be fair for children attending a primary school within the Trust to not
proceed to the secondary school just because they live out of the catchment area. 

Antony Warren, parent of two children at Long Ditton St Mary’s Infant School, said it is “wholly unfair” for the academy to change
its admissions suddenly. He said: “We moved, we invested significant life savings into our house and in the community as a whole
[so] we knew we were in the catchment area.”

If children do not get accepted into Hinchley Wood Secondary, the next nearest school could be in Kingston where the council has
no obligation to accept Surrey pupils. While the Long Ditton students could  walk down the road to the secondary school, they
may have to get the bus for 30-45 minutes to Esher High or a Kingston school. “I pay my taxes,” said Antony, “I feel my children
deserve the right to go to their local state school.”

For many of the young children their first years of education were riddled with Covid and lockdowns, leading to disrupted
education and interrupted friendships. Some children now struggle with anxiety and stress, which many parents fear will be
exacerbated if the kids start new secondary schools out of the local area where they will not know anyone. 

A tight and close-knit community, parents said the Dittons and Hinchley Wood are entangled together with sports teams and
extracurricular groups. Preventing children from going to the local secondary school fractures these ties and uproots them from
their social connections.

“It’s just not right that a multi-academy trust can just wield its power and prioritise their own schools for their own benefits for
their own financial gains [and] totally disregarding the needs of the local community,” said Annette Whymark, who has a son in
Year 4. Annette and her husband James Whymark started the action group to spread the word in the Thames Ditton community. 
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The campaign group, made up of around 65 parents, feared changing the admissions could disperse children into Surrey and
Kingston, causing a ripple effect on school admissions. Parents understood those at Hinchley Wood and Thames Ditton primary
schools will be in favour of the admissions change because “they want to do what is best for their children”. However, they
emphasised it as “grossly unfair”. 

Some argued that the Hinchley Wood’s consultation is “financially driven” because it prioritises the primary schools within their
trust by encouraging parents to send their children to that school. By increasing the pupil number, the school will get more
funding from the government. 

Mr Bartlett disagreed the consultation was motivated by financial gain, and stressed the student admission number for the two
primary schools was actually being lowered in line with a falling birth rate. 

Based on school admission data from Surrey County Council, Mr Bartlett and Mrs Hogan told the LDRS there would be a
“minimal” impact in the number of students from Long Ditton entering the school. The CEO said the area was “blessed with a
spread of fantastic schools” from Esher to Kingston, where children can frequently get local buses to school. 

“This is a genuine consultation and no decision has been made yet,” said Mr Bartlett.  After the consultation finishes, the
responses will be read and considered by the governors and trustees for the school. 

Monica Harding MP for Esher and Walton, said she was concerned about the impact of the proposed admission changes and has
shared these with Ben Bartlett. She said: “I have urged HWS to explore alternatives that better serve local families. I will
continue to speak with the leadership at HWS on this issue. 

“I have also raised these issues in both meetings and written correspondence with the DfE and Surrey CC. The DfE assured me
that they are taking these concerns seriously and will “monitor and work with the trust and Surrey County Council to ensure no
schools are made vulnerable by such changes if they occur.”

“I am very aware of the anxiety these proposals are causing parents, and I remain committed to advocating for solutions that keep
the best interests of our children at the forefront and ensure all of our local schools are thriving. I encourage all parents to
participate in the consultation process to help ensure the final decision reflects the needs of our community.”

“I also recognise that local schools are facing huge financial strain and that they are all challenged to deliver high-quality
education without commensurate funding. I will continue to push the Government hard to provide the resources necessary for our
children to have the best possible education.”

Campaigners outside Long Ditton Infant school. (Credit: Emma Pericas Sims)

New homes planned for Ashtead
Hundreds of new homes could be built in Ashtead if newly submitted plans to Mole Valley District Council are approved. Wates
Developments and its partners, Vistry Group, have submitted outline plans for up to 270 homes, of which about 40 per cent will
be affordable.

The proposals, which still  need to go through the planning process, also include a community centre that could become a
children’s nursery. Nearby schools are said to be under-subscribed, with vacancy rates expected to grow in some areas, according
to planning documents submitted to the council. The documents suggest that the new homes could help boost pupil numbers in
local schools.

John Tarvit, director of planning for Wates Developments, said: “We have an exciting vision for this site to create a sense of place
and community, with landscape-led design that incorporates a variety of green spaces. Our proposals will help encourage social
interaction, provide safe and attractive streets, encourage sustainable travel choices, and maximise biodiversity. We’re proud that
this will be a high-quality, net-zero development that reduces carbon emissions and enhances the resilience of the development to
a changing climate. All new homes will be lean, clean, and green.”

The land, south of Ermyn Way, has been allocated for residential-led development by the council. The developers state they are
“committed to creating a distinctive and responsive new neighbourhood, offering a good range of house sizes and types.

“The proposed development will enhance the existing local community and deliver a range of benefits for people in Ashtead in
addition to the much-needed new homes.”

In addition to the housing scheme, the developers are proposing a community building with the potential for a children’s nursery,

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-homes-planned-for-ashtead
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30 acres of open space, and a children’s play area. At this stage, the plans are in outline format, but the developers have said that
buildings will vary across the site, reaching up to a maximum of three storeys, although the majority will be two storeys.

The developers believe this approach will “create a varied roofscape, define marker buildings and add to the visual richness” of
the project. They have also indicated that details such as the sizes of the homes, in terms of bedrooms, and the layout of the
development are yet to be finalised.

Wates said the site currently consists of arable agricultural fields just north of the M25 and within walking and cycling distance of
both Ashtead and Leatherhead. It is also already well connected to bus services. As part of the pre-planning process, Wates held
meetings with nearby schools, including Trinity Primary School.

The planning statement noted: “At the meeting, the applicants were informed that the school is well below pupil capacity and
referred to the same position at other local schools. It was explained to the applicants that local schools are accepting pupils who
might not otherwise meet their selection criteria.” It added: “It was confirmed that Greville School currently has capacity and in
the coming years will likely have greater capacity as there are significant spaces available in the reception year.”

Homes would be built on the western side of the site to create “a clear distinction between residential development and the
eastern section within the retained green belt.” The final layout will be determined through discussion with the council.

Wates Development’s outline plans for up to 270 homes near the M25 in Ashstead (image Wates Development)

New family mediation in Epsom
Relate Mid and East Surrey Launches New Family Mediation Service

Relate Mid and East Surrey is thrilled to announce the launch of its new family mediation service, designed to help families
resolve conflicts peacefully and constructively. This service reflects our commitment to offering practical, affordable solutions for
families in our community.

What Is Mediation?
Mediation is a process where an independent, professional mediator helps families work through disagreements over parenting,
property, or finances following separation. Unlike court proceedings, mediation focuses on collaboration, ensuring all parties have
a voice and reach mutually beneficial solutions. It’s quicker, less stressful, and often far less expensive than legal action.

How Mediation Helps
Mediation provides a structured and supportive environment where families can address issues such as parenting arrangements,
property division, and financial agreements. It is quicker, less stressful, and significantly cheaper than going to court, allowing
families to maintain control over their decisions.

Key Benefits:

Helps you make arrangements about parenting, property, and money.

Is less stressful than going to court.

Saves you money as it’s usually much cheaper than being represented in court.

Puts your child’s interests first.

Helps you move on quickly to the next stage of your life.

Debbie Holden, Chief Executive of Relate Mid and East Surrey, explains:
“Family mediation is about empowering people to create solutions that work for everyone involved. Our mediators guide families
through difficult conversations, ensuring children’s needs remain at the forefront while reducing the emotional and financial
burden of conflict.”

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-family-mediation-in-epsom
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Flexible and Affordable Options
Our new service includes private assessment meetings and joint mediation sessions, tailored to meet each family’s unique needs.
We offer a sliding scale of fees to ensure affordability, with additional support through the Family Mediation Voucher Scheme,
providing up to £500 for child arrangement cases.

Key Features:

Child-inclusive mediation to give children a voice in the process.

Rapid appointments, often within a week.

A focus on long-term solutions that foster positive co-parenting relationships.

Join Us for Family Mediation Week
Family Mediation Week (27–31 January) highlights the importance of mediation in resolving family disputes. We encourage
families to explore how this service can support them during life transitions.

More information can be found at:
https://relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk/family-mediation/

Contact Us
To book a mediation session or learn more, contact us at:

Reigate Office: 01737 245212 | admin@relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk

Epsom Office: 01372 722976 | epsomadmin@relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk

Image – illustration only.

Surrey  University  leading  on  alternative  ADHD
treatment
A multisite clinical trial has launched in the United States to investigate whether non-pharmaceutical methods can be used to
treat attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) in children ages 7-12. This trial is currently recruiting new patients and
seeking FDA clearance.  

The trial uses a wearable device – Novostim 2 – developed by Innosphere Engineering Ltd. The company anticipates FDA
clearance by Q3 of 2025 and has already received approval for sales in Israel.  

The novel treatment builds upon years of research into non-invasive brain stimulation techniques led by the University of Surrey’s
Professor Roi Cohen Kadosh. The research team carried out multiple studies in which children with ADHD were treated with
transcranial Random Noise Stimulation (tRNS) coupled with cognitive training (CT).  

tRNS is a non-invasive technique that delivers a weak and painless electrical signal to the brain to enhance activity in regions
associated with attention. In the studies, children who received tRNS and CT experienced significant improvements in their
ADHD symptoms, working memory, and processing speed, along with changes in their brain activity, which could be linked to the
improvement of their symptoms in the long-term. 

Two clinical trials have been completed using Novostim 2 at Hadassah Medical Center in children aged 7-12, which showed
significant  improvement  in  ADHD symptoms,  including a  43% reduction in  ADHD symptom severity  and overall  symptom
alleviation. 

The trial, over a two-week period, involves 20-minute treatment sessions in which Novostim 2 is used to deliver tRNS over specific
regions in the brain associated with ADHD and during which participants engage in attention-based digital games.  

https://relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk/family-mediation/
mailto:admin@relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk
mailto:epsomadmin@relatemidandeastsurrey.co.uk
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For more information on the latest trial, visit ADHDtrial.com  

Professor Roi Cohen Kadosh, Head of the School of Psychology at the University of Surrey, said: 

“We were thrilled by the success of the previous clinical trials, which brought us one step closer to providing a safe and effective
non-pharmaceutical  option for  children with  ADHD. The device’s  ability  to  modulate  brain  activity  and enhance cognitive
functions may hold the key to long-lasting benefits, potentially reshaping the landscape of ADHD treatment.  By harnessing the
power of psychology, neuroscience, and technology, we can empower young patients to improve their focus, attention and overall
wellbeing. The need continues to grow, and I hope to see this technology become available to many children and their families
soon.” 

Rami Shacour, co-Founder and CEO of Innosphere, adds:  

“For decades, stimulant medications have been the cornerstone of ADHD treatment. At Innosphere, we’re parents first, driven by
a mission to give families more personalized, effective options for their children. With Novostim 2, we’re redefining what’s
possible in ADHD care. We’re thrilled to announce sales approval in Israel and eagerly anticipate FDA clearance this year. This is
just the beginning, as we explore Novostim 2’s potential to complement existing therapies and transform lives.”

Image: Professor Roi Cohen Kadosh

New SWLP Laboratory Enhances Diagnostic  Services
for Epsom Hospital and Beyond
South West London Pathology (SWLP) has launched one of the most advanced diagnostic facilities in the UK, with new cutting-
edge laboratories set to transform healthcare delivery for patients across its network, including Epsom Hospital. The upgraded
laboratory at Croydon Hospital marks the first phase of a significant technological overhaul aimed at improving diagnostic speed
and accuracy.

Serving over 3.5 million people through five hospital sites, including Epsom Hospital, and 450 GP practices, SWLP is integral to
the region’s healthcare infrastructure. When fully operational, the SWLP network of laboratories will process over 30,000 tests
daily, ensuring faster turnaround times and better outcomes for patients in Epsom and the surrounding areas.

The state-of-the-art facility will streamline clinical blood science services, including clinical chemistry, haematology, coagulation,
and serology, using cutting-edge pre-analytical automation technology developed in partnership with Beckman Coulter, a global
leader in diagnostics.

Simon Brewer, Managing Director of SWLP, said:
“The introduction of Beckman Coulter’s advanced analysers at Croydon Hospital marks a transformative step for our diagnostic
services. With these technologies soon to be implemented across the entire network, including Epsom Hospital, we are setting
new standards in diagnostic efficiency and patient care.”

Rob Young, UK General Manager at Beckman Coulter, added:
“By equipping SWLP laboratories with the latest diagnostic technologies, we’re enabling healthcare teams to deliver faster,
higher-quality results. This advancement will significantly enhance the care provided to patients across the SWLP network,
including those relying on Epsom Hospital for vital healthcare services.”

The upgraded laboratories will unify diagnostic services across all SWLP sites, enhancing efficiency and ensuring a consistent
standard of care. For patients at Epsom Hospital, this means improved access to accurate and timely test results, contributing to
better overall health outcomes in the local community.

About South West London Pathology (SWLP)
South West London Pathology (SWLP) is an NHS pathology partnership providing integrated diagnostic services to hospitals, GPs,
and healthcare organizations across South West London and beyond. Serving over 3.5 million people, including those at Epsom
Hospital, SWLP delivers a comprehensive range of tests using state-of-the-art technology to improve patient care.

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-swlp-laboratory-enhances-diagnostic-services-for-epsom-hospital-and-beyond
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/new-swlp-laboratory-enhances-diagnostic-services-for-epsom-hospital-and-beyond


Current

ISSN 2753-2771

Page 6
© 2021-2025. No content may be copied without the permission of Epsom and Ewell Times Ltd.

Registered office: Upper Chambers, 7 Waterloo Road, Epsom KT19 8AY

Image: Rob Young, UK General Manager for Beckman Coulter Diagnostics; 

Matthew Kershaw, Chief Executive of Croydon Health Services NHS Trust; 

Simon Brewer, SWLP Managing Director

Check your Epsom and Ewell  train journeys January
weekends.
Residents of Epsom and Ewell are advised to prepare for disruptions to South Western Railway (SWR) services due to essential
engineering works in the Wimbledon area. Bus replacement services will operate on key routes over two consecutive weekends:
January 18-19 and January 25-26.

While services on the London Waterloo line from Epsom will be affected, passengers can still reach Waterloo by using Southern
Railway services via the Victoria line and changing at Clapham Junction. However, there will be no SWR services between Epsom
and Guildford, and SWR trains to Dorking will also be unavailable.

The works will  involve renewing 800 meters  of  track,  ballast,  and sleepers  between Wimbledon and Earlsfield,  alongside
replacing points and installing 100 meters of conductor rail. These upgrades aim to improve track reliability and reduce faults,
providing smoother journeys for passengers.

Key Impacts for Epsom and Ewell Residents
No SWR trains from Epsom to Guildford.

Southern Railway services to Dorking via the Victoria line remain available.

Rail replacement buses will operate between Clapham Junction and Worcester Park, affecting onward
connections.

Additional Service Changes
SWR services between London Waterloo and Chessington South, Hampton Court, Dorking, and Woking (stopping
services) will not run.

Longer-distance services to Portsmouth Harbour, Exeter St Davids, and Weymouth will be revised, taking up to 30
minutes longer.

Berrylands station will be closed during the works.

Plan Ahead
SWR advises passengers to check travel options in advance via the SWR website (southwesternrailway.com/plan-my-journey) or
National Rail (nationalrail.co.uk) and to allow extra time for their journeys.

Apologies from Network Rail and SWR
Peter Williams, SWR’s Customer and Commercial Director, acknowledged the inconvenience:
“Customers should plan ahead if they intend to travel on these weekends, as engineers carry out vital maintenance at one of the
busiest parts of our network. We’re grateful for our customers’ patience.”

Mark Goodall, Network Rail’s Wessex Route Director, added:
“We’re sorry for the disruption but completing these upgrades back-to-back is the most efficient option. We encourage passengers
to check their journeys and plan ahead.”

Further closures in the Wimbledon area are also planned for Sunday, February 2, and Sunday, February 9. Updates will be

https://www.southwestlondon.icb.nhs.uk/people/matthew-kershaw/
https://www.swlpath.nhs.uk/people/simon-brewer/
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/check-your-epsom-and-ewell-train-journeys-january-weekends
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available on the SWR website.

For Epsom and Ewell residents, alternative travel routes and extra planning will help navigate the disruptions while these
essential upgrades take place.

Blot on Epsom Down’s west horizon to grow?
The “Croydonisation” of Woking will continue after a 26-storey town centre tower block on the former BHS site was approved.
The plans for the 272-home 85-metre-tall building are nearly identical to those previously rejected in March 2024 but have been
signed off following changes to Woking Borough Council’s housing targets and further clarifications from the developers. Donard
Real Estate will  demolish the former store to create the Crown Gardens project.  The build-to-rent project will  include 28
affordable homes as well as retail and commercial zones on the ground floor of the Commercial Way site. There would also be
public space landscaping to improve the area around Christ Church.

Approving the plans – which were also under a separate appeal – would help the council meet its new, higher housing targets and
help take pressure off green belt sites. The meeting was also assured the building would be predominantly made of brick, limiting
the potential of weather damaging external cladding. The town centre had to be closed off after cladding fell from the Hilton
Hotel building this year due to storms. Speaking on behalf of the developers was Mervyn McFarland. He said, “Crown Gardens
will  deliver 272 high-quality build-to-rent homes addressing the growing need for housing and helping Woking’s residents,
particularly young people and families, to stay in Woking and contribute to the town’s vitality and growth. It will help alleviate
pressure on traditional housing stock while also contributing to meeting housing targets. It will free up homes better suited to
families and other demographics, contributing to a more balanced housing market in Woking. Crown Gardens will  support
Woking’s  regeneration,  bringing up to  700 new residents  to  the town centre.  This  is  expected to  bring in  around £10m
expenditure annually in local spending, boosting businesses.”

The limited parking at the site was no longer considered a valid reason to object to the plans given its proximity to Woking
Railway Station and active travel options. The January 7 planning committee also noted that a similar high-rise application at
Technology House was allowed on appeal, with the Planning Inspector saying parking options were sufficient. Councillor Rob
Leach (Liberal Democrat, St Johns) said: “It’s clear that the development will help meet the housing needs that we have and the
new government target building levels, to a significant extent, are helped by this. I’ve always been resistant to skyscrapers in
Woking, what I’ve called the Croydonisation of Woking, in the past, but I think this has to be preferable to incursions on the green
belt where that can be avoided.”

Related report:

Blot on Epsom Downs horizon to grow no more?

Surrey County elections must go ahead clamour
The May 2025 Surrey county elections must not be postponed, the 11 boroughs and district councils have said. That call has been
amplified with the Surrey Liberal Democrat MPs writing to Government lending their support to the call – while a petition arguing
the same has been signed by more than 3,000 people. The decision to call off this year’s poll will be down to Government
ministers who said they would consider delaying local elections in areas going through the devolution process. Surrey has put
itself at the front of that queue – which would get rid of existing councils and replace them with a new structure. What that would
look like is anyone’s guess at the moment, but could range from a single mega council, or potentially two or three slightly smaller
bodies. Any new system would have an overarching strategic mayor.

The county leadership argues that postponing the elections would give officers time to get on with the once in a lifetime
reorganisation – which needs to have interim proposals submitted by March ahead of a more ironclad May deadline. They also
question the value of holding elections, which would cost an estimated £2.48m, for a council that was effectively doomed to die
within two years – the new devolved authority is expected to be up and running in 2027 with shadow elections held the year
before.

The leaders of the 11 Surrey District and Borough Councils met with their Surrey County Council counterpart on January 7 to

https://epsomandewelltimes.com/blot-on-epsom-downs-west-horizon-to-grow
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/blot-on-epsom-downs-horizon-to-grow-no-more
https://epsomandewelltimes.com/surrey-county-elections-must-go-ahead-clamour
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discuss the English Devolution White Paper and what this would mean for the residents of Surrey. There was acknowledgement
that the central Government was determined to introduce sweeping changes through devolution with district and county councils
merged into new unitary authorities. A statement released after the meeting read: “All the Leaders of the Surrey District and
Borough Councils expressed their concerns around the pace of change being imposed by central government and that such
widespread and significant change needs wider consultation with the residents, stakeholders, and businesses across the county.
In addition there was concern that the change, as proposed, will decrease local representation for residents of Surrey. While the
Leaders concluded that there needs to be a dialogue with Surrey County Council on the proposed changes, there was wide
agreement that the county council’s plan to write to the Secretary of State, Jim McMahon MP on Friday January 10, requesting to
postpone the county elections scheduled to take place on May 1 2025 was not supported by the District and Borough Leaders and
would be opposed if submitted.”

Surrey Heath Borough Council leader Shaun Macdonald added that allowing the elections to go ahead would ensure that all those
involved “in shaping the future of our communities” had the democratic mandate to represent residents. The six Liberal Democrat
MPs for Surrey also co-signed a letter to Government calling on it to not pass legislation postponing this year’s elections,
describing it as an affront to democracy. They also expressed concerns over the speed of devolution and local government
reorganisation. They said: “A proposal of this scale requires careful consideration and broad support. Yet, just three weeks after
the government’s announcement, no credible plan exists. There has been insufficient engagement with district and borough
councils or MPs to justify this unprecedented step.”

Elections, they said, must go ahead to give those voted in the mandate for how to deliver those changes. They added: “This is a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to reshape local government in Surrey, and it must not be derailed by unnecessary delays or a
lack of transparency.”

Related reports:

Are Epsom and Ewell’s Interests Served by Postponing Democracy?

Surrey’s Conservative leader wants to postpone May’s poll reckoning

Local government reorganisation: What will it mean for Epsom and Ewell?

All change! Epsom and Ewell Borough Council approaching its final stop?

MP spies pollution in Mole
Raw sewage has spewed out of a broken manhole cover and into the River Mole. Video taken by the Dorking and Horley MP,
Chris Coghlan, shows the waste pumping out of the ground, just yards from the River Thames tributary in Brockham. He had
been alerted by residents who said they were fed up after repeatedly trying to get Thames Water to fix the problem. The utility
firm has apologised to those affected and said they would also clean up the surrounding areas.

Posting a video to social media, Mr Coghlan said: “So it’s happy new year, happy new sewage spill from Thames Water. I’m here
outside a broken manhole cover here in Brockham and you can see it’s literally busting sewage out of it, spraying it everywhere.
And behind me you can see loo paper, what looks like condoms.

“I’ve been speaking to some of my constituents here, this has been going on for years. They have been reporting it to Thames
Water and they’ve done nothing and if you look behind me down here, this is the River Mole. It’s going straight into the River
Mole. We’re a little upstream from the stepping stones where many people would love to bring their kids to paddle but they just
can’t because this sewage is being dumped into the river and dumping E Coli everywhere.

“So I am very upset about this, I will be writing to Thames Water and the Environment Agency. It is a completely illegal sewage
dump and I want it fixed.”

Thames Water publishes an up-to-date map showing near real storm discharge activity, as indicated by its monitors. At the time of
publication there were active discharges in Chertsey feeding into the River Bourne meaning “there could be sewage in that
section of the watercourse,” as well as at Leatherhead into the River Mole, at Holmwood into Holmwood Stream, at Cranleigh into
Cranleigh Waters, and at Ockley Road feeding into Cobbler’s Brook.

In London, Thames Water has issued an update after E. Coli was found in an area of South East London with people in Brockley
advised to boil their water before using it. A Thames Water spokesperson said of the Brockham leak: “We responded to reports of
external sewer flooding near Hillside Close in Brockham on Monday January 6. When our engineers attended the water had
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receded, however we will carry out further investigations to understand why the flooding occurred. During this time we will also
clean up the surrounding areas and we are sorry to those who have been impacted.”

Related reports:

Trust the public to check our rivers

River “Bogsmill” blights Borough

Image: Broken Manhole Chris Coghlan Dorking and Horley MP

Local government reorganisation: What will it mean for
Epsom and Ewell?
The leader of “doomed” Surrey County Council will write to the Government asking for the May 2025 elections to be postponed
and Woking’s debt cancelled as part of devolution measures to merge the county’s councils. The moves are said to allow the
council the time to draft proposals for how the county and its 11 boroughs and districts will be dissolved and reborn as potentially
a single authority with a directly elected mayor. Other plans could see the county split in two or three smaller unitary authorities
in one of the biggest shake-ups in a generation.

In December, the Government placed councils on short notice over devolution plans, giving those who want to get on board until
March to submit interim merger proposals. Those who do not will have their devolution plans dictated to them by Downing Street.
To give councils time to reorganise, the Government also said it would consider passing legislation postponing the May 2025
elections until next year. On Wednesday, January 8, Surrey County Council confirmed it would pursue the Government’s offer,
with conditions.

The move to push back elections, however, was disputed in the chamber with councillors calling it undemocratic, while the
leaders of the 11 boroughs and districts have also called for the May polls to go ahead. Councillor Paul Follows, leader of the
opposition, told the meeting the boroughs and districts made it very clear local government reform was necessary – but that it
could be done alongside the democratic process. He said: “We accept and broadly agree that some unitary council combination
would make sense for a variety of reasons but we believe that the pace, the haste, and the lack of plans should not just be folly but
a clear threat to services our residents need, and we do not accept that elections must be cancelled.

“The Government aren’t asking us or making us cancel elections. The deputy prime minister confirmed in an interview [on
Wednesday morning] that councils are not being asked this way.” He added: “The timetable is going to remain as is and the work
is going to happen and we can do everything that the leader is proposing to do while holding the scheduled elections. The leader
has argued that leaping in here brings benefits but nobody has outlined what they are and honestly whatever they are, unless
they include defined government interventions on debt and adult social care, nothing is worth taking that leap because then any
successor authority will be immediately in serious troubles.”

He would also raise concerns that without clear guidelines and financial support, scenarios where playing fields in Godalming
could be sold off to pay debts in Woking could emerge. The ruling Conservative group, however, dismissed demands to keep the
election saying it would not only cost millions – estimated at about £2.48m – but also elect a “zombie” body that would be
dissolved in just a year’s time.

Councillor John O’Reilly (Conservative; Surrey) said: “This council is doomed. This council will not survive and the 11 boroughs
and districts will also not survive. So we are talking about a new structure and framework and for those saying the election to go
ahead, it is quite clear, the minister’s letter has said that those authorities where elections do go ahead, they have still got to
provide submissions by autumn, leaving only a few months. So what is going to happen if we have elections? It will essentially be
a zombie council in the twilight, lurching through its own oblivion maybe only a year or so later when elections will take place for
the new authorities.”

Councils have until March to submit interim devolution proposals with final drafts delivered by either May or the Autumn. The
council has said it will work with “all stakeholders” over the next eight weeks in drawing up plans, including residents, as well as
taking feedback from police, fire and rescue, and health services. The Government states it wants new councils to have a
minimum of 500,000 residents meaning it is most likely Surrey would become either a single mega authority or split in two – with
a directly elected mayor.
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Some councillors raised a preference to create three bodies. Councillor Tim Oliver did not rule out expanding beyond the Surrey
border to create a regional authority but hoped that all parties could come to an agreement. He said: “We propose to make it
clear that the Government will be asked to deal with the debt partially, Woking that is publicly known and crystallised, but there
are other levels of significant debt across the county.” He said it was better to get in early to create some leverage over the debt
position rather than be handed down a Government dictate.

He said: “Work will start on Friday – officers are putting together the working groups needed. This will be exceptionally time
consuming. Not only will it need collaboration between the boroughs and districts, but this council will need to have an input into
the proposals. We may go with more than one proposal, one from this council and one from the boroughs and districts.”

The county council  leader will  now write to the Government setting out that Surrey wishes to be part of the accelerated
devolution program and that it would support any new legislation postponing the May 2025 elections until next year.

Related reports:

All change! Epsom and Ewell Borough Council approaching its final stop?

Surrey’s Conservative leader wants to postpone May’s poll reckoning

Tiers to be shed if Epsom and Ewell loses its Borough Council?
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